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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief nasrative of socident. Ineclude statement of responsibility and recommendations for action Lo prevent repetition)

NARRATIVE OF ACCIDENT:

On 19 May 194L, at approximately 1745 MWT, the pilot of a B-2iJ type air-
craft, Serial No. L2-64163, came in for an emergency landing with his #1 engine
feathered, His return to the area of the field with one motor cut was normal as
was his treffic pattern. However, he did not start to get his gear down until he
had rolled ontc his base leg. The main wheels came down and locked but the nose
wheel, although it ad started domn, stopped when the nose wheel strut was
extended. The tower advised the pilot that the nose wheel was not down and for him
to go around. However, the pilot could mot accamplish this and, as he could neither
gain altitude nor ma‘ntain a streight course, he decided to land; making 2 crash
landing to the left of the runway, damaging the lower part of the nose section of
the airplane and the skin of the lower rear of the fuselsge.

STATEMENT OF RESTONSIBILITY:
‘l’tpfnctmtmow.nammthmhm::ﬁndhha,émmuuu cause
g 7

udgment after he found he could not gain altitude in maidng a landirg
still do it safely. There was no indication ‘
system and investigation has shown that both ti ) :
domn. It is the opinion of the Accident Investigating Officer that the accident was
caused by the pilot putting his :
gear time to be fully extended. Full responsibility for the accident rests on the
pilot whose technique was in error. :

That all pilots of B-24 type aircraft be especially instructed regarding the
inability of the hydrsulic system Lo do more than thing at a time.

E

1

Captifn, Alr
Alreraft Accldent Tuvestigating
Offieer

B AR feeEC e SEP g
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TRAIYiNG SECUION TWO
Uffice of the Coumonding (€ficer
Devis-liontran Field

Tucson, Arisona,
20 Kay 1944,

SUBJLCT: Statement of 2nd Lt Edward E. Klein, Pilot of Airplane
#i 264163, during acoident on 19 Kay 194k,

TC t Base Cueretions, Desvis-iionthan Fiegld, Ariszona.

1. Wwhile flying plene #31 in a six-shio formation over Red Rock
nuiber one prop ran awey. I notified an instructor pilot in iLe forma-
tion c¢f tre trouble, broke away from the fcrmation and started beck for
Davis~ onthan Field. On the way d:ck to the field I tried to bring the
orop back into range with the prop toggle switch wrd the featbering but-
ton but this proved unsuccessful. At approximately 8,500 feet over the
fleld I notified tre tower of our trouble and asked for landing imstruc-
tisns. We wére to use right land traffic on rurway 260. At 5,000 feet
I put t'e gesr dovn and turned on base lsg., ¥hile »n dowvnwind leg I
{eathered nunher one enzire, cut off the fusl and switches. Wkile ox
baee leg I visuislly checked main zear dowza end turned onto final mp~-
sronch, PR B T =

2., 1 then vut down full i..os and was naking a pcwer off sprrosch
&8 not to overshoot the runway. At ay,roximately 20 te 30 feet above the
ground the tower advised me to pull up end go around. . At the saze time
the cngineer notified ue the 2 ce zerr wee not fully extended and thet ke
had tried to manually duzp the gear oul bat vee unable to d0 so. ! then
gave full trrottle to nusber 2,3 and 4 engires. I then had helf flaps
retrected snd tried a go arsand, 1 eonld rot galn alrsveed ard continued
to lose sltitude. The olane sleo st r%0d a slov tarn to the left. Repl-
izing 1 eonlér't vake & pull=up I reterded t-e¢ throttles and meda ¢ tsil-
low 'erding., 1 held the nose off the grourd as long &s possibls. When
the nose ce.e to the ground ard we were eto uing, I nad all the switcies
cut end luvedistely got &1l crew weubers out of the plarc. The fire and
aresh cars vere at tle scetg 22 soon &8 the .lane :ad ccae to a halt., YNo-
one wes injured, '

] - , - 4-/—" -
Ftioaril & Flamc
ZDYVARD B. KLELN,
Ord &t, Alr Corpe,
O=T0575E
Pilee, Crew L F23,

RESTRICTED



TRAINING SECTION TWO
Office of the Commanding Officer
Davis-lionthan Field

Tueson, Arizona,
20 Xay 1944.

SUBJECT: Statement of 2nd Lt Frank i. Willis, Co-pilot of Airplane
#42=64163, during accident on 19 kay 194i.

TO : Basg Operations, Davis-konthan Field, #rizona.

1. .Number one prop ran away while we were in formation reaching
an excess of 3500 RFM's. After breaking away from the formation, we
attempted to bring it under conlrgl but were unable to do so. Upon reach-
ing the field we were cleared to land, The gear handle was placed in the
down position on the base leg, and the engineer went back to check. He
had not returned when we turned on the final aporoach, but a visual check b
by the pilot and myself showed the main gear to be down and the indicater
l.i.ght on. .

2. As we were rounding out for the landing, the tower notified us
the nose wheel was up, and the engineer returned at about that time also.
The pilot cpened the throttles to go around, and the ship began to veer to
the left, We guve the plane Bull right rudder and I started bringing up
the flaps. Put the ship continued to turn left with no increase in air-
speed or altitude, To prevent the wing tip from digging in the pilot was
forced to cut the throttles and crash land the plane.

-’j ;_,/f / I‘-j 4,—

PoallK W. WILLIS,

2nd Lt, Alir Corps,
0-714810

Co-pilot, “rew 4B823.

RESTRICTED
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TRAINING SECTION TWO
Office of the Commanding Officer
Dﬂi--ﬂm‘.‘.hu_t Field

Tucson, Arizona
20 May 19id.

SUBJECT: Statement of F/0 EILIOT KAITLIN, T125613, Homberdier, Airplane
No. 42-64163, during accident on 19 May 1944.

TO: Base Operations, Davis-lonthan Fleld, Tucson, Arizona.

1. The pilot had to feather the propeller on No. 1 engine, because
it began to run away. lie approached for a landing and to maintain his air
spesd, the pilot kept the wheels up until his tumm on the base leg. After
letting the wheels down the engineer went.tc check the wheels and put the

clamp oan the nose wheel, Out airspeed was upprouintcl; 130 miles per hour.
Mmmmwtmrruth-mmduupihttrm pnll ship off
into the alr again because the nose wheel had failed to come down, but be-

cause of the loss in air speed, the plane would not pu.‘u. off into the air.

2, We hit to the left of the runway and the plane began veering off
to the left., The pilot pulled back on the wheel and held the nose of the
ship in the air to lose speed. During this time we were still tuming to
our left and skidding on the tail skid and the main gear. The plane finally
lost speed and fell forward on its nose. No one was hurt. ’

" P
ST g L% N
ELLIOT KAITLIN,
F/O, Air Corps,

Bombardier, Crew
No. 4823.

let.of frllin

'; LI 'C’.E'}



THAINING SECTION TWO
Office of the Commanding Officer
Davis-Lonthan Field

Tucson, arizons,
20 May 1944.

SUBJECT: Statement of Cpl Hobert L. Shelton, Engineer of Airplane
4,2-6L1€3, during accident on 19 ilay 1944.

TO : base OUperations, Davis-lonthan Field, “rizona.

1. Ve were flying foruation when #1 prop ran away., The tachometer
went all Lhe way around to the stop., 'ie feathered the engine, but tried
to bring it back into use all the way to the field, by use of the feather-
ing button and toggle switch, but it failed to respond. .e ca.led the
tower and told thewm our trouble; they instructed us to land on runway #26Q
e put our landing gear down on the base leg, I went aft to ciieck the Main
landing gear, whicii was down. I then went forward to check the nose gear,
but it was still in the up position. The nose wheel doors were opened and
I noticed Liat we didn't have time to kick the nose wheel out as we didn't
have very much altitude, I stsrted up to infprm the pilot about it. At
this time ithe tower radioced him that it was still up and to go around
again, e gunned the engines but saw we couldn't make it, 5o we set it
down Lo the left side of the runway in the dirt. Ve landed, .but the ground
was rough and bumpy, which made the tail of the ship bounce too high and

Lthrew it over on the nose.
& C

ROBERT £. SHELTON,

33648017, Corporal
Engineer, Urew 4823,
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«ay 20, 1544

Statement Regarding Army 42-64163

Army field number 31 called over the field at approximately
1740M and advised his #1 propeller was feathered and requestsl
landicg information, Army 31 was cleared to land on runway 28,
On final approacn as the aircraft croesed the airport boundary
the Controller and the Control Officer ooth noticed that the
nose wheel was not in the dcwn position, The Control Officer
through the Controller requested Army 31 to 'go around' which
was acknowledged, However, the aircraft continued on and landed
in the dirt off of the runway on the south side, at 1748M., The
crash eguipment wae called at 1740M and wae standing by.

Phanll KL y

David H., Carey
Controller on Duty
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.+, ARTERS 233RD COMBAT CHEW TRAINING SCHOOL  HB/jr/cCT
OFFICE OF THE AIR INSPECTOR :
(TECENICiL SECTION)
Devis-Monthan Field

R

Tucson, Arizona
23 May 194k

SUBJECT: Report of Damaged Consolidated B=2UJ Alrplame, A. C. #42-64163
of the 233rd AAF Base Unit (CCTS (E) ), Davie-Monthan Field,
Tuceon, Arigona.

0 t Station Commandant, 233rd Combat Crew Training School, Davis-
Monthan Field, Tucson, Arisona.

THRU : BStation Operations Officer.

1. The above ‘airplans was damaged making a landing without the
nose wheel extended on by-runway thirty (30), Davis-Monthan Field, Tucsom,
Arizons, 19 May 1944, at 1750 MWT.

2. The following part®s were damaged:
a:. Underside of fuselage from Station 0.1 to Station 4.0.

b, Skin on undsr side of fuselage from Station 7.l to
"l‘io. 1000.

3« Inspection of engine #1 governor revepled that the resistor
clip was broken off and was laying on the governor brake. After the
resistor clip was removed the governor operated normally.

a. After the landing, the nose vheel was jammed and could
not be checked for operation. In checking the hydranlic system no cause
for malfunctioning could bp found, PFrom all indications of the ground
sarks and from the sppearance of the airplane after the landing, the nose
gear and tall skid had started to extend, then stopped.

« U4, During normal operation of the landing gear on a B=24 airplane
the nose wheel and tail skid are the last to extemd. If the hydraulie
system is used to operste some other mechanism before the landing gear
is completely down, the landing gear will stop in place until rest of the
hydraulic system is placed in the neutral position.

a. Fpllure of the above nose wheel to extend could have been
caused by the pilot starting to lower the flaps before the nose wheel was
ex'ended, and not having them in the neutral position long enough to lower

the nose vheel before it hit the ground.

LS R1GAED
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Report, Damaged B-(J. #u2-6U163 - (cont.'d)

For the Air Inspector.

CE %

C. C. TOWNSEND,
let Lt., Alr Corps,
Technical Alr Inspector.

RESTRICTED
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'ASE ¥-AT ER STATI N
DAVIS = MDVT AN FIE D

Tuesca, Arizona'
20 :.:l.y 1014.;

5 WaCTy Uentner helative to Airplane Accident,

70 t Pas= Operations Officer, Duvis-liontnan Fisid, Jucson, Arizona.

1. This ie to certify th.t tie weather conditiong at Tavis=ipntian
4 ald, Tucson, arizons, at 1750 IGVT 1’ i&y .,_-’U; war as followss

A. Sky Conditinn «==- Clear,
b. Visability ===-- ‘nrestrictad,
0. surface Winds =--= ¥ W 12 ~i/hr.
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2 This information is submitted r lative to tie mccident involving
p=2y ‘ype Airplone, derie) number LL2-E163, on Rynmway 30.
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HEADQUARTERS
DAVIS-MONTHAN FIELD

OFFICE OF TWE coMmANDING orricex G/ap/s

In Beply

Balar Te 3 i i h..~| ".'--

360.33 23 May 194k

SUBJECT: Alircraft Accident Report, B-2UJ No. 42-64163.
™01 Chief, Flying Safety, AA¥, VWinston-Salem 1, N, C.

Transmitted herewith A.A.F. Form 14, Aircraft Accident Report, on
B-2UJ No. 42-64163, 233rd C.C.T.S., this station, 2nd Lt. Edward E. Klein,
pilot, which sccident occurred at this station on 19 May 19uL,

For the Commanding Officer: d
(Gl

Captain, Alr Corps
Adjutant

Incl - A.A.F. Form 14
and allied papers



INCOPMING MESSAGE
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES FOR ACTION ALY

OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO_QFC SERY
WINSTON=SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA  FOR FILE
. DATE___20 wuav a4

[ ] romex. TELEGRAY L | apw wer

FROM RICH COAB DACISMONTHAN FIELD ARIZ 2003152
TO HQ OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY AAF WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.

TUC EO674 PD PRELIMINARY REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT PD 19 MAY 1944
CMA TIME COLON 1750 MWT CMA ON RUNWAY 30 CMA DAVIS MONTHAN FRIELD CMA
TUCSON CMA TUCSON CMA ARIZONA PD PILOT COLON KLEIN CMA EDWARD E CMA
2ND LT COMMA AUS CMA 2AF CMA 233RD AAF BU CCTS DAVIS MONTHANFIELD

CMA TUCSON CA ARIZONA PD NATURE COLON LANDING ACCIDENT PJ CAUSE COLON
NOSE WHEEL NOT EXTENDED UPON LANDING WITH NUMBER ONE ENGINE OUT PD
PILOT CMA KLEIN CM EDWARD E CMA 2ND LT CMA AUS CMA 2AF CMA CO DASH
PILOT CMA W!'LLIS CMA FRANK W CMA 2ND LT CMA AUS CMA 2AF CMA NAVI GATOA
CMA F1 SHER CMA VIRGIL H CMA 2ND LT CMA AUS CMA 2 AF BOMBARDIER CMA
AITLIN CMA ELLIOT /NWMI/ CMA F/0 CMA U CMA 2 AF CMA RADIO OPERATOR CMA
GOSGRIFF CMA ‘ =
ROBERT L CMA CORPORAL CMA AUS CMA 2AF ENGINEER CMA SHELTON CMA ROBERT E :
CMA CORPORAL CMA AUS CMA 2AF CMA AERILLENGINEER CMA STEELE CMA CARMI

K CMA SERGEANT CMA AUS CMA 2AF CMA ASST'T RADIO OPERATOR CMA PILCHER CMA ™Y
JAMES E CMA PFC CMA AUS CMA 2 AF CMA ASST GUNNER CMA ABERNATHY CHA ODUS R

%9 52 Radld



P NCOMING MESSAGE
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES FOR ACTION
OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO
WINSTON=SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA FOR FILE
DATE

[_j TeWaXe | | TeLecraw [ ] aow wer

PAGE T WO

CMA CORPORAL CMA AUS CMA 2 AF CMA GUNNER CMA COSTAGE CMA GEDRGE /NM1/ CMA
PFC CMA AUS CMA 2 AF INSTRUCTOR RUNNER CMA JACOB CMA PETER G CMA SERGEANT
CMA AUS CMA NO INJURY TO PERSONNEL ABOARD REPEAT NO INJURY TO
PERSONNEL ABOARD PD MISSION COLON TRAINING CMA HIGH ALTITUDE?:E“ERA
GUNNERY PD WEATHER COLON CAVU NO 42DASH 64163 B DASH 24 J REPEAT 42
DASH 64163 8 DASH 24 J PD 233TD UAF BU CCTS DAI3S MONTHAN FIELD CMA TUCSON
CMA ARIZONA PD AIRCRAFT DAMAGED FROM STATION 0.1 TO STATION 4.9 PD
NONE LOCAL AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE FOR REPEAIRS CMA DAVIS MONTHAN FIELD CMA
TUCSON CMA ARIZONA PD NO DAMAGE TO PRIVATE PROPERTY PD AAFCG NOTIFIED
PD REPORT GROUP |1 ACCIDENT PD

END

#3630/RR/05312

2999 b



INCOMI NG MESSAGE
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES = FOR ACTION __alU

OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO__Q 5
WINSTON=SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA  FOR FILE
| DATE___2Q yaY 1944
] romex.  TELEGRAY [ aow wer

WS ¥ FS NR 42 B
FROJ ESTES AFAFS WASHINGTON DC 2020012
TO CHIEF AFAFS WINSTON SALEM N C
BRIEF OF AIRCRAFT ACCIBENT NO 7450
19 JAY 1944 1750 MWT x
DAVIS 4ONTHAN FLD TUCSON ARIZ
2ND LT € E KLEIN AUS
2 AF 233 BASE UNIT DAVIS MONTHAN FLD TUCSON ARIZ

SEE DESCRIPTION
PILOT; COPILOT 2NU LT F w WILLIS; MAVIGATOR 2ND LT VIRGIL H

ISHER; BOWBARDIER F/D E AITLIN; RADIO OPERATOR CPL ROBERT L
COSIRIFF; ENGINEER CPL R E SHELTON; ENGINEER SGT CARMI K STEELE;

A

8

(¥

D

E LANDING ACCIDENT
¥ .

G

F

AS5T RADIO OPERATOR PFC JAMES E PILCHEER ASST GUNIER CPL O

H ABFENATHY; GUNNER PFC G CDSTAGE§ INSTHUCTOR, GUNWEE SGT P G JACDB-
ALL N0 INJURY,

4 THAINING HIGH ALTITUCE AND RRMERX CAMERA GUNNERY

| CAVU

) B=24 4254163 @ AF 2333BASE UNIT DAVIS "MONTHAN FLD TUCSSION ARIZ

'AJOI DAAAG

CTENDLD JPON LANDING WITH O 1 ENGI WT.

§764/21 ‘ap
¢S 16 7593 A
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