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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT =~ ="~ . W

[firinf narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility snd mcommcndatlons for action to prevent repetition)

On 9 March 1945 at 0900 hours B2} H, 41=28697WW ret ed to Station 123 from
routine weather flight in Asmb‘ly areas’ Light €ross wind wa oncountered on’ landing
but Pilot stetes he had no trouble m'm touched down well. within'the first third of R/W.
Right brake pedal- brokq when | brnkea vers first spplied cawaing plane to turn off RAY
I5Tths " letts  There seemed to be some confuaion in the cockpit as to what had happened,
the Pilot was unable to get the CosPilot on the controls until the plane was well off
the RATe Right brake was lockeds about 110 feet before the left but due to the wet
grass- the brakes gave no directional control emnd the plane skidded side ways adbout 350
feet before hitting a bardstanding at which point the landing gear was nboared off and
the plane was:dsmaged beyond of'onomichl repair. =G A P S R R

The accident committee mlly realizes the eritical ‘period’ existing et time: of
landing and thé confusion that ‘could bé caussd by the loss of one. brake 4t this time.
bowevery there was na effort made by either the Fllot or Co-Pil1dt to maintain

* directional control by the gpplication 'of power. On‘Né‘,‘LamL.NQO 2.enginebe”

The Piloty Lt CHENEY is Co-Pilot on an operational CTew. vrith 30 missions and
about 420" hours Be2) time as Co-Pilote <L&t GIRBERT® 13 qualified tirst’ pilot ‘going
through pre-operational traininge ‘

Pilot Exrore 90%

Material Failureel0%

RECOMMENDATIONs:  Nonee I
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STATEMENT

— mme e mwm e mw e emm A

of
2d Lieutenent WILiLIAM B. CHENEY, JR, Pllot, 753d Bombardment
Squadron, 458th Bombardmént Group (H), AAF 123, APO 558. ‘

"I returned to the field in the assembly ship on 9th March
1945 and entered a normal traffic pattern at 1400 feet, alrspedd
15C. Turned on ‘approach and started descent. Tougched down near
end of runway and ballooned slightly. Last airspeed that I heard
englneer call out was 125. When the plane settled to the eround there
was about 5 degrees crab to the left. The plane was edgling near the
slde of the R/W. I trled to kick out crab with rudder without'
success. I applied right brake and the brake pedal snapped off.
My right foot slipped up and over the pedal. I yelled to Lt Gilbert
to get on the brake because mine was broken. At first hs did not
understand what was wrong. By the time he-applied brakes we were
well off the R/W headed about 10 degrees from R/W O5. Marks in the
dirt show that right brake was applied about 100 feet before the
left brake. Marks showed that both wheels were locked and eliding
on damp grass. The track of the nose wheel was in the centsr of
the wheels when the plane left the R/W, but as the plane moved on the
nose wheel track came closer to left wheel track. The coursse of the
plane wes in a straight line from the R/ to an o0ld dispsrsal area
about 150 feet from where the airplane came to rest., Wnen the planes
left wheel hit the pavement of the dispersal area the course of the
plane was altered due to the increased friction on the left side.
The plene turned sideways and both maln gesar snapped off.

|

WILLTAM B. CHENZY,/JR,
24 Lt, AIR CORPS
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FLYING CONTROL
AAF 123 APO 558

9 MARCH 1945

ACCIDENT STATEMENT

AT APPROXIMATELY 0900 HOURS THIS DATE, B—2L, 497 vz,
754TH. SQCN., PILOT LT. CHENEY, LANDED ON R/W 05. THE A/C
LANDED HARD AS |T'HAD LEVELED OFF SEVERAL FEET ABOVE THE
GROUND. THE A/C ROLLED DOWN RHE R/W, APPARENTLY 0.K.,BUT
SUDDENLY SWUNG OFF ONTO THE DIRT -JUST NORTH OF - THE INTER_
SECTION OF R/W 05 AND 28.B0TH LANDING GEARS WERE BROKEN
OFF AND CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE DONE TO THE A/C. NO ONE WAS
INJURED.,

WEATHER:  NW AT 10 M.P.H. ; VIZ: 7 MILES.

~
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‘RA MOND M. ELDRI{DGE

15T+ LT«;AIR CORPS
FLYING CONTROL OFF ICER
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The linkage betwaen the ball cronk and the lever arm or tha pilots right
breke peddle brole when presaure was applied while the airplann was lasding.
The airplane swarved to the lert and went off of the rupway on to rough

greund whioh csused the larding gear Alrpluna has baeu ¢lassed

The cause of this fallure was probebly defective mntnrial in
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Subject airplane has been $uined over to the 469th Sub-nepot
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SEND ORIGINAL AKD TWOQ COPIES DIRECT TO COMMANDIAG GENMERAL,
HQ AIR SERVICE COMMAND, PATTERSON FIELD, FAIRFIELD, amgG.
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