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(fbrief nareative of accident. o sad lon to prevent repetition)

The plene wes taking off on a cormbat mission et night and.under poor visibility
conditionss j Actual visibility ot take-off time was unknown, probebly somewhere
hetween 150‘ yards and 200 yards the observations at 0500 and 0600, One of the
survivors srems to thisk the nurber two engine was on fire socn after take-offe As
ylane hit the grourd in a flying attitude, the wing section end engines caught fire
completely destroying the aircrafte If the engine was on fire this may have dis-
tracted the pilot enough that he croshed. He was on instruments at the time of
the crash.

Imaediste Causes Plane cfeshed under poor visibility conditions socn after
teke-offe i il . .

" ° Underlying Causer Fossidly No. 2 engine on'fire distracted pilot enough that
ie crashed. . 4 .

Responsitditys 100%.Unknowne

Recamzmendations  Nones

JNES A. HOGE, 596
Lt Col, Afr Co;
Presidente

WALTER T évsu.. 0-23032 %{Ar.m Z;‘z:mm. (C;Bsbks

¥a jor, Air Corps, 1t C
Pilot. mo‘.’f' Ar.comer

Hq 303 3-43/10%/9093




v Vi i . \
CUREIUEN AL
S1ATION wkATHER OFF ICE
AAF STATICN 123
APO 558
26 APRIL 1945
!
STATEMEN ! OF WEATH: R FOR D500-0600 HRS. 14 APKIL 1945,
1. THi FOLLOAING

AAF STATION 128 FOR OF
WITH 2 AL IRSTRUCTEONS

5 A STATEBMENT OF THE WEATHER EXISTING AT
-0600 HOURS, 14 APRIL 1945, IN ACCORDANCE
9A, DATED 16 JANUARY 1945,

TIME CEILING SKY_ COVERAGE VIEATHER VISISHITY JTEMP-D.F, WAND

0500 UNL I ETED 0/10 MIST 1800 Y 45 43 SE=3N
0600 UMLK TED 0/10 FOG 300 Y] 43 42 SSE=4N

2. THE VISIZILITY DETERIORATED RAPITLY FROM 0S00-0600 HOURS AT
THIS STATION, AT AAF STATION 145, THE VISIBILITY DECREASED FROM 800
YARLS TO 300 YARDS, DURING THE SAE TIME, THIS WAS A LOCAL FOG
COMDITION AT THESE TWO PASES, NO OTHER STATION IN THIS DIVISION
REPOPTFD LFSS THAN 1200 YARDS, DURING THE PERIOD OF THE ACCILDENT.

3, AAF STATION 145 LIES APPROXIMATELY 5 MILES ENE OF AAF STA=
TION 123 SINGE THE WIND WAS SE=SSE AT 3-4 MPH, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT
THE lOLAL FOG 1AY HAVE MOVED FROM THAT DIRECTION TO OBSCURE THE AR
END OF THF TAKF Ol RUNWAY, AT THE TIME OF THE ACCILENT, THE TAKE

OFF WAS ON SHNWAY 054
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: 18 Apr1l 194S.

"Thic ¥ the cisoh I was im, and I will try to

relatz the the best of my obllity. The first

thine thot b1t my aind was, that we had gatten off the runwey

so ner than my - ion, judcin- from what I bellsve the
runusy llehtc. ©is wee sorewaat a surprise to me since we used
practlica’ly all of the 1uniay on wuy first miscion. I could see

the clow thiu the »ort hiole ol No 2 engine torching and the walst
punnor called mz to the window to show me. After I had looked I

then sxpe:lenced a tumi

sensation. Ihe next thing I remember
was that I was lyinr next to my walst ~urner on the cround. He had
sald that I 2ad cotten out of the plane and wes walking around,

apoarently in a daze but I don't 1

rmember this. I don't know whether
the si.1p exnloded or what, since I was ‘undoubtedly at a loss of
memory ot ta2 tims. I judve we uere at an eltitude of 100 to 15C

faet st tar Lime of my notlcln~ the torching.'

/8/, iiichael C. L.avon
787 Hrdnet 8. pavons

Flirht \)L‘Flce‘ .

CE TIFID T UZ SoTl.

A Lot

e o LI,
Major, Alr Corps.



CONFIDE#R

"White House"
¥ ’ Hainford, Norwich.

19 April 1945.

"I, W. A. Giles, Technical Officer, 26 Group, Alr Ministry
Awoke at approximately 5 A.M. due to a yery low flylng a}}ii)
_passing over my houce. Upon looking out af my bedroom window
I heard a machine coming towards me ‘which was carylng a light
and making a teriffic¢-noise (not ncmal)‘ in seconds 1t crashed,
next tu my neighbor's house. I was on the scene a rfw minuted
latar‘and did what I could to help the two eurvivors.f I did not

hear eny expnlosion while the ship was in the air.

/8/ W. A. Giles

A CERTIFIZD TRUE COPY,

Wit L

Major, Air Corps,
Air Insnector.
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N | COUTIDENTHAL -
360033 1st W/Ind. E-UU-1
HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE, APO 634

To: Chief, Flying Safety, AAF, Winston-3alem 1, N.C. MAY 3- 1945

1. ’l’tnnmitted herewith WD AAF Forms No. 14 and allied papera on
the following aircraft accidents:

a, 2nd Lt. David R. Totten, B-24H number 42-95120
be 2nd Lt. Joseph J. Devlin, B-24H number 41-29593 \
Ce 2nd Lt. Rex M. Gibson, B-24J number 42-100425 A
d. 1lst Lt. Myron A, Wilson, B=-24M number 44~42315 \
e. 2nd Lt, Merle W. Aunspaugh, P~51C-10 number 42-103793 F g
e f. 1lst Lt. Joe D. Nelson, P-51D number 44~72335 f‘
s g 2nd Lt. Willism C. Fitch, P=51D-20 number 44-63137

2, Concur.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

SURNIG
Moyt

Asst. At

v 7 Incls:
As above.










