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(81) Waa the pilot fiying on instruments at the timo of aceident
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8 Nnund-xideu Jain tanks. out of gas #3 a-rme l'eathered. eng mes a7 and ,m stopped

.A_muﬂ; wd_hmdcd.&m_nxrazaunr&bv Landing. £ 2 itbﬁ
Lhe. pilot. stalled the plans and f£ell off %o the right
(87 Couse of accidont 411_Lhe_sngines cab_out. dus to lack ol ..ao.\_me A8 Yhe:




OTTobur TG TN & TSSO, Lot brongnt the

on three e engines. -and broke out over ¥Watton. The pilot t

out out of gas, circled the £i61d for a landing.

{10t claimed that all the engines cut out on the base leg. On the ‘ppronch

u..bur L ex‘binu cut in and rartad to turn H—» -pléns to the left toward the caravan, .o
4 trind

{4 nited Ch

plang down Lnrouon an nvercast
it

wia

ried-to-puil-the
slane up 2nd sta.Lled “out. The plane fell off to the right und washod out the right -
landing‘gear, dameged nuzber 3 and 4 engines ami propellers, right wing, and the

fuselage. Plane was categorized as E 1.

=7, AlthHough this forced landing resulting im the &ccident amd demege’ described
ahuu“ﬂaa ‘caused by ‘the lack-of-fuel-in the main’fuel tanks immediately-available - -
:ox». o.éine opera ion, subsequet- investigation.revealed that uu Tokig tanks. contained -

. "Fuel transfer pump was.checked for operation, Zid as much s oossihle of the
fuel transfer lines was visually inspected; there.were no defects found
ttentionis invited to the enclosed stetemrb of T/3gt Hilii:

reference; his efforts &ni- D re in transferrirg £AsoLims r 1n
tanks. Proceedure i’o]_lo'-:ed by the Sgt was corréft aml would lead himte believe,”
ak ho'did, tmt all gasoline had been transferred to-the main tln&s. e

. The-cotmittes, finding no mechanical dafects in the bransfer systea nor errors ;
~in-ths process of affecting transfer of ‘the gacoline, wac unable to place responsibility =

S the ‘accidents
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Z " 78534 Bombardment-Squadron- (B
Office of the Operations Officer

13 March 1944

n Ship # 729, 8 March 1944,

.. Before legving the ground the crew~chief of this particular ship told
me-that-the-Bombay -booster pamp, which is used for the "Tokio" tanks in
transferring, puts_ out adout 10-to-11-gallons pereminute.—The-pilet, Lt
- Spaven, and I-decided to pump out approximately half of the gas.in these
tanks to the medd cells before reaching tha Prench cosst. ' About ‘two hours
after taking-off and as we left the English coast, I transferred 15 minutes
- from the right "Tokio" tanks and put 4t in No 3 & 4 main cells. Then I
“pumped 15 mimtes out of the left "Tokio® tanks and put that in No 1 & 2 main
—-C0lls.Before -transforring-1 checked the booster pump fuses, it was alright
and then while transferring felt the lines and pump. These showed that the
pump was putting out the gas. Being that the crew-chief said 10 gallons per
mimute, 1 figured the pump to have pumped approximately 150 gallons out of
“each "Pokio" tank. ‘ : :
- On-the -way back, after we left the French coast, I transferred another
20 mimutes on both tanks . This made a total of 50 minutes transfering from
"Tokio” tanks to main cells. It was them that I figured that all the &ae had
been'transferred. The second time trraneferring I turned on the booster shut . 3
: gTater In the guage. The other 150 gallons, I fdgured
) in the tanks registered on the guages.

o safe.aide_vhen ve. developed trouble, I turned the "Tokio"

Just_to Fia on—th
lector valve to bothon, and mumbers 1, 2, 4 engines to tan'k_sngine and cross
e1d; "and on the approeh. Then<! turned the "Tekio" -

i~t11-we-Tenched  the L1 ]
lector to Doth off position.  All the time I $ransferrded, the main booster
- pump.switches were off, and bomdbay booster-on: Z s = =

aj WILLIS A. FOSTIR.
i ? T/Sgt.
. Wik, U 33 T/Si{‘




Statement of 187 L? LEGLIX B. Senier Flying Contrel Officer, en
laading form s S

accident of Alroraft 28729, at Vatton Alrfield.

4% 1723 hours, 8 March 19W4, A B-24E, No. 41-28729, ‘orashed at this field, The
plane vas piloted by 2MD LT GNQRGE X. SPAVRE end was returning from a combat mission.
They vere running very lew ea gas and broks through the cloud base aliest. over this
field. Wnile oireling $0 make a normal approssh en runway 11, all four (%) nginos
cut on base leg. The plane reached the field but the pilot said that the No.

~engine cut in when they were almost on the grownd end turned them at right angles to

the runvay and he was forced to stall in to aveld hitting the hamgar. The right main
lending gear vas tora off, Nos. 3 and 4 engines and props damaged, right wing penel,
#0se gear, and lover part of fuselage from station 0.1 %o 6.0 damaged. It is thought

~that the plane will have to bo-salvaged. ~He -ene vas 1;:!:: -

, 7
2/ S
LESLIZ R. WATSON,
let Lt., Alr Corps,
T Senjor Flying Comtrol Officer.
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