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DESCHIPTION OF ACCIDENT

UVt e eidont: - Inohdo statement of responsibility wixd recotuen atiin for uetion Lo provent repetition)
TIVE: .°*

e On 16-Nevepber 1943 at 2020 B=24li No. 41-28577 took off on & local bombing :

] mission at:{lhe;Togopah Bombin g and Gunnery Range, Tonopah, Nevada. The ship was the
second ship to $ake off for a two ship formation flight. The ship took off on
runway 33 abid*a¢cording to statements of several including the sole
survivor the -‘g.ﬁ ps rot gaining altitude in a normal manner. After leaving the
field, the ship p’g::.ded straight ahead for approximately three miles then made a
shallow :uvud:m‘ to the right crashing into the ground, A burst of flames flared
up on impact, Mt
the ground at/

‘the wreckage did not burn. The skid mark reveals that the ship hit
i angle. at a great rate of speed, The right wing tip struck the
ground firet,Tepifiting the ship in a clockwise manner. This statement is substantiated

by the fact  propellors, engines and other parts of the wreckage were scattered
over a wide X g ; '
. Sl 8 .
RESPONSIBILITEIT . x ;
, ¥t xe . L
It is theppimfon of the board that this accident may be attributed to 100%

, pilot error. ¥IBis ‘statemen t is based on the fact that all propellors, propellor
governors and'engine 911 screens were tested after the accident and found to be in a
normal conditiems.:Failure of the ship to gain altitude could notnbe attributed to
materiel or englndfaflire. The flaps were in a half down position which is normal
for take off. "It ia bslieved that after take off the pilot attempted to fly contact
in order to logate the lead ship. Due to a high overcast and an exceptionally dark
~ night there was mo visible Horizon, and this fact would make instrument flying by
the pilot o ter take-off. By attempting to fly contact, the pilot was
unaware that he"was losing altitude, thus flying the ship into the ground.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The board recommends that this accideht be used by safety agencies of the A.A.F.
to emphasize use of all safety precautions during night operations partieularly when
there is no visible horizon. Pilots should be continually impressed with the fact i
that they cannot fly instruments and contact at the same time. 1

22 Incls:
> Incl, 1. Pictures,
Incl. 2, Forms 1 & lA. - %
Incl. 3. Operations Orders.
Incl. 4o Certificate of Damage. \
Incl. 5. Officer's L

Incl, 6. Maintainance Facilities Statement.

Incl. 7. Créw Chief's Statement. -

Incl. 8. Flight Chief's Statement.

Incl. 9. Crew Statement of preceeding Flight.

Incl. 10, Pratt Whitney Representative's Statement. . i

Incl. 11. Radio Equipment Status. . !

Incl. 12, Instrunent and Switch Settings after Crash.

Incl. 13. Servicing Statement. |

Incl. . ieather Statement.

Incl. 15. Check Pilots Statement. |
{
[

Incl. 16. Tower Officer's Statement.
Incl, 17, Tower Operator's Statement. et~ I

Incl. 18, Flight Commander's Statement. /’é — L :
Incl. 19. Sole Survivor's Statement. TRES K HOGU - agemf s Lyrps ,
Incl. 20. Witness Statement. S Ve el F e el
Incl. 21, Witness Statement. [/ RES. TaY
Incl. 22. ledical Officer's Gtatement.
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DIMITRY PRATAS, Capt., Air Corps
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FLIGHT REPORT - tnoineering
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" OF TAKE O F
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e Tenopeh “a [T A=5 Pilot inop, 2 & 4 Gen, out 2
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M_MLM
Qxygen System Low P Herewig
De-Icer System hard to Operate
#® - # 2 Engine Rough in Flight
Navigators Inter Phone out,

BiGiE

PH

Lt. B, Go Beckley

L #21 rar Creeps down
L #1&4 3 Cen, not Parellelea
R.A, Gulick, lst Lt.
__Horizonal Stab, De-Icer Boot Inflated
Command Rec. Cut-out Frequently -
T Walter E, Mangerich, Lt,
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T was first engineer on B-24 H No, 577 which took off ar »
routine bombing mission at 2019, 14 November 1943, snd I wne

standirig betwsen the pilot snd co-pllots We flixied to the

end

of the run wny and run up the enginess Everything was O.

at
that times T™e tower cleared us for take-off. I cheoked the
instrumnts again and everything was O.Ke The next thing I
remember was looking at the rate of climb irdioator, and it was
regirtoring mich less an it ahould haves e mist have Besn:at
the end of the runway by then and should have been wey up in the
aire Tha pilot seemed to have the ship under control and was not
fizhting the controlss Ho did mo% seem to think anything was
wrong at the time. The next thing I remember is waldng up in the
honpi tal,

(ke @ PR
CHARLES A, NICHOLS,
Sgte, 762nd Bomb Squad,

458th Bomb Gp,




STATBIENT RELATIVE TO MILITARY ATRPLANE CRASH YHICH OCC!'RRID
TOESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1943 AT BOMRING & GUENERY RANGE, TONOFAH,
NEVADA.

At approximately 8:10 P.M. Tuesday, November 17, 1943 I was
standing outside the mein gate waiting for transportation to
town,

Planes were taking off at regular intervals in a northernly
direction without attracting any unusual interest on my part.

At approximately 8:15 P.M. a plane took off and particularly
attracted my attention because it was not gaining altitude.

From that point on I followed the progress of the plans because
of its low altitude flying.
-
T Next it appeared to @e that the plane turfied around and was
returning in the direction of the base. The plane appeared
80 low that I thought a landing wad being attempted.

As the plane crashed there was a brief, vivid flash that seemed
to envelope the plane.

For approximately twenty five minutes after the crash I could
discern only two small areas of light.

Porane A PPl . .
/3 NORMAN K. VILLICAN 39264111

Finance Detachment,
Bombing and Cunnery Range,
Tonopah, Nevada.

i
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Bombing & Gunnery fange
Tenopah, Nevaaa
16 November 1943

STATEMENT

n Tuesday, 16 November 1543, Lt. Hons and myself were scheduled for |
bonbing missions and were to fly formation up to bombing aitiiuge. T |
taxied out to warm up position ahead of Lt. Hons and was unable to ot

full contact with hin on 7165 Kos. After the engine check T taxied out

and took of[ using my landing lights, Upon clearing the field I eut my

Lighus and went on instruments. ‘There was no horizen that night, I

¢linbed straight ahead for about a minute and a half and started a turn

bo the right. After turning a little over ninety degress, I looked bock

Yoward the field and saw a streak of light and then an explosion. I ceiled |
the tower and reported the crash. i

Z. .
RONALD A. GULICK i
1st Lt., Air Corps
Pilot




STATION HOSPIZAL
Bombing and Cunnery Range
Tonopsh, ¥eveda

v

26011
17 November 1943

TIAIENTND

I am Pfoe Donald Ve Burnett, ASN 32647024 I am in the
Modiosl Detachment, Station Hospital, 250 Renge, Tonopsh, Nevads,

I was on the way to Tonopih st spproximately 2030, 16 Nove
ember 1943; when I heard an airplune take offe, I was hotween the
hospital and the main gate when I sew-the airpleme olear the
highwey esst of the e It sppeared to be much lower than
pianes usually wbén)taking offs Seversl pecple were at the
gute watching the ond talking about how low it was,

The plane was no longer visible when I sew a small reddish glow
between the radio range station and Rye Patohs The small glow

out in two separate placess It was still burning as I went to
Tonopsh about 20 minutes later,’ but hed diminished in intensity.

4 7

L2l o

DONALD V. BURNETT
= Pfo,, Medioal Detechment
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TEANE STORV Srame maemoariiem ae oey (w)

uhing and Gunnery ienve

" Uouopah; levain
- 20 Novenber 19404,

Pep.rt of .ledlcal ‘tetus of Cfficers nnd "nl{ teg 'len,

o

fomuneing Offieer, 45Ath Somb Croup (M), Sorbing snd
Cunnery bnnee, Tonnpah, levaca, -

1. 'This fs to certify that the operutional schecule for
the follovluk numed officers nnd enll:ted men involved in crush
of R-24Y eirplune at 2022 ™T, 16 November 1943 at \Bombing end
Gunnery l'ange, Trnopah, Nevecs, mllowed sufflcient time for
Sor— recreation; restoand sleep, wud thet all uembers ware examined

prior to flight end Wwere found to be in mood physicul and mental
conditinn: .

0-6A9467
0-5810162
0-684000
0-697728
180539613
18180786

“767171%
16134531
FE R

- — e ¥ R i L

Prom

Cuptain, Meclcel Co
awudran - urseon,




Tonopah, Neveda,
20 November 194%

SUBJECT: Investigation of the oondition of the R=1830-43 Bngines involved
in the orash of Airplane Ba24I, Serisl No. 41-28677,

TO

Whom it may consern, .

1. It 1s my opinion +kat, all four engines were running at the time of
the orash, This is based on ‘he following investigation,

2. The main oil soreens were examined on all four engines and were
found to be in good condition and free from any particles of metal., If there
had been an internal failure at "take off" or olimb RPM, chipe would have
been oarried to the main oil screen immediatly,

+ A1l oylindors wore svarined for any indinetions of looseness. or
*Roaring of the oylinder hold down nuts. A1l ware fovnt to be tight and in
thair criginal condition,

4eAl1 four main oll sorsens were free from cerbon deposit whioh would

have bsen present if any of ti: engines had been abnormally,
DETONATIN
5. From the pofition of the "stop morew" in the elactrio governor

heads, it is apparent that all fomr governors wers sot at approximatly
2550 RPM,

Be From the position of the "positive low pitch stops”™ in the prop=
cller domes, 3¢ is apparent that all four prepellere wore et at Approximatly
5

25E0 REY,
%/ /j’&y_/
c

JOUX D, FRAZEE,
Pratt & Fhitney Rep.




752ND BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON H)

458TH
B&C R

SUBJECT: RADIO EQUIPMEN

TO ¢ GROUP OPERATIC
B&G RANGE, TONI

°

1. | CERTIFY THAT
AIRPLANE B-24-H, SER|AL
0. K, ACCORDING TO THE P
O'CLOCK ON THE DATE MENT

BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H
ANGE, TONOPAH, NEVADA

17 NOVEMBER 1943

T STATUS

NS OFFICER, 458TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H),
OPAH, NEVADA

THE STATUS OF THE RADIO EQUIPMENT OF
NUMBER 41-28577, 16 NOVEMBFR 43 WAS
RE=FLIGHT INSPECTICN ACCOMPLISHED 1745
ICNED.

FRANK J. ANTON
2ND LT, AIR CORPS
COMMUNICATI0ONS OFFCER



OFFICE UF THE OPERATIONS KFEICA'.R
BOUBING AlD GUNNERY RANG

Tonopal, Nevada

19 November 1943

i
i
INSTHUMEHT AND SuITCH SLTTINGS AFTER CRASH |
i A 3
\anifold n-m. Tachometer Fuel Pressure 01l Pressure [
o, 2525 13 91
No. 2 JB" o 2525 167 lbs. 7%, !
No, 3 3gn 2600 154 1bs. 130 |
No. 4 25" 3275 = 1 1bs. |
Superchargers  Throttles  Mixture Booster Generator Fuel Valves ‘
No. 1 3/ Full Auto-rich ~ on On on i
No, 2 Full Full Auto-rich  On ort on |
No. 3 1 Full Auto-lean  Off On ofr ]
No. I Full orf ., . Idle off ort on !
Batt.lr Switch Laster Switch Imn.ion Switch Prog Svdu:he Zrim Tabs -
o Tigh RA! Rud I rt, . r
0il 2 rt. r
e ilec. 27 hose down ‘
|
Intercocler b\vit.ches Cowl F)AE Smh:hu Langégz Ge:r Hdndle th Handle | |
Ope i
1
Inverter Switch Automatic Pilot |
ofT off \
bue to possibility-of changes on impact, the above are believed to be |

unreliable in investigation of accident.

!
Jic
2ni'Lt. ALr Corps
Boara Lember



QRE'Y CHIZF'S REFORT ON SERVIC

Shi. no 577 came in nt aproximately 1900,

The ship wes serviced witn 460 rallons of fuel making
a totnl of 8,000 gellone ir the tanks, I personally checked
the fuel tedk caps for tightness and cefeting of the caps.

The shiy wee serviced with cprroximately 12 quarte of
01l in each engine, I perconelly chiecked to see that the oll
tonks were full ond tne c.ps on Tight and the flaps frstened
on eacn engine,

CHARLES W, ALLISON 12057697
b B8GT. 752nd, BOLB. S.DN,




455TH BOMBARDMINT GROUF (H)
OFFICE OF GROUP WEATHER OFFiCER
TONOPAH, NEVADA

17 NOVEMBER 1943

SUBJECT: WEATHER CONDITIONS OF AREA SURROUNDING TONOPAK
NEVADA, 16 NOVEMSER 1943, FROM 1730 PUT TO 2330 PWT.

T0 ¢ TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

1. TONOPAH, NEVADA

1730PUT DRY 4/ 2:.1/5&/23*7/071/ 500 0704
1830PUT DRY &/ 222/52/20T

1930PWT DRY €/..228/ L6/ 23

2030PWT DRY &/ zsslhs/zsw/yes/ 307 0704
2130PWT  DRY &/ 217/u3/224%,

2230PWT DRY &/.219/43/2312/02:

2330PUT DRY €&/ 2oﬂ/u2/20x?/021/ 703 0704
0030PUT DRY @&/ 194/47/22+=4/018

THE WEATHER CONDITIONS AT TIME OF ACCIDENT WERE:
HIGH OVEﬁCAST VISIBILITY UNRESTRICTED, SURFACE WINDS LIGHT
VARTAELE, WINDS AT SDOOFT MFAN SEA LEVEL 150 DEGREES, 9 MILES

PER HOUR.
Clacr

JUSEPH CHASE
2ND LT, A
GROUP ‘UEATN R OFFICER



OTU SUPERVISORY UNIT NO 4
Tonopeh B & G Range, Nevada

.

SUBJECT: STATEM NT OF ACCIDENT

1. Concerning the accident involving B-24, 577 and
Lt. Hans and crew. I flew with him on both missions one ana
two and found his flying ability very satisfactory in faot
above average. And to the best of my knowledge he had good
Jjudgement end airplane sense.

Cdard 13 ] suitd
RICHARD TUTTLE

B.
Captain, Air Corps.

18 November 1943,
.



TOWER REFORT

| 16 November 1943

UTHIRD FERIOD:

4 Reported in at tower at 19C0. “Al1 ships down from
third period at 19:0. Nothingaevem.rhl accured at tuis
period. .

‘FOURTH PERIOD:

First siip took off at 2010. 577 took of. at 2017.
At 2020 I looked up in time to sec a huge burst of flame
which later turned out to vbe 577. In my opinion tae plune
=it at a gliding angle, because the flames spread over a
wide:area., It louk.d as 1f t.e plane slid along the grounde
The flames appeardd for approximately 4 minutes, tien died
dowun to t.o little uin points ror approiimately 10 minutes
arter the cra=n occured. ot

Fir. truck, Crash truck, ambalanc:, nospital, 458th
Group, 495th Uroup. Operations, Base Operations and Provost
largnall were immediitely notified of the crush. Directed
ambalance and crash teuck to tne scene of crash. Ambulance
ar-ived apuroximateIy 10 minutes after cr:sh., Crash occured
north of field 2 to u miles.

Contacted all suips but 577 after crash. Amculaice
verified that it was 577 and 453th Group Operations was not-
ified. .

Juel ‘sefore crash "T% setting cianged froa runway 15,
to runway 33. #ind at that time caanged from S to Sa at
4 MFH to N to NE winds at & to 6 MFH.

Notiin; eventful occured after this incident and the
last shipp I:nded at 015G,

Captaln, Alr
OTU # 4




DETACHMENT FIRS."LIRNAYS COMMUNICATIONS
TONOPAR ARMY AIR FIELD
Tonopah, Nevada

17 November 1943
SUBJECT: Accident Report a ’
TO t Base Operations Officer
1. At 2017 November 16, 1943 pilot 2nd, Lt, Sigmund G, Hons of the
752nd. nnb. 8qdne (H) took off on a local flight in Army 577, s B-24H,
South to North on runway no. 333 Wind NNE at 4 mph,
2¢ v There was no radio transmission from Army 577 following take off,

3. At 2020 & long burst of flame was observed several miles Fortheast
of the field at approximately 6000 feet, All stations were immediste
notified by Telstalk of the suspscted airoraft accident and orash truck and
ambulance L-odhuly proceedsd to the lum of mocident, Tower Personnel
then checked with aireraft

ir
cresh report. Crllh radio reception on ﬂu Fisher llt was R585,

A1l planes in the air at the time of acoident with exception of
mmnqudsdh from the tower, Crash orew verified the orashed
airoraft as Ammy 577 shortly after lrl'l'll at the scene of acocident at 2033,

5« The control towsr was later advised that all members of the crew

had been killed except the engineer who was taken to the base hospital and

that the aircraft was a complete loss, The cause of the accident was un-
determined.

6, No other information was given to the control towers

gt, O STARR
Operator on Duty

et i la e
373 ROBERT G. PLACHECKI

Chief Fowor cp-n -

i ik A
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Bombing & Gunnery Range
Tonopsh, Nevads
16 November 1943

STATEMENT

I arrived at plane 677 when it omme im from the flight precediug the
f1ight during which the mcoident oocourred. The form 1A said the De-icer
boot om the Horisontal Stabilizer kad beoome inflated on the fiwxt flight.
I told the Line Chief and also the Engineering Offioer about the Horizontal
Stabilizer inflating in the air. The Crew Chief and I ran the plane engimes

up te 1500 R.P,M. and it did not inflate en the ground, Them the plase was
released for fhight,

v
A ke C. =
(/ImMES c. LANDRUY, 6922336
. 4/8gt, 752nd Bomb Sq
Flight Chief




B & G Range
Tonopah, Nev,
Nov, 16, 1943

SIATEMENT

[

We arrived at plane about 1500, for a high altitude bombing mission,
As pilot I gave the ship a.visual preflight in company with my assistent en-
gineer and I did not notice anything unusual, We were delayed while the
ground crew serviced the ship with gas, oil and oxygen, and lesded ten bombs,
During this interval I read over the Form 1 and signed the excepticnal release,
Then I checked with the first engineer to determine the C.G. for the proper
disposition of my full crew of ten men.

We used the check list which was hung alongside the Co-pilot, and
started the engines. There had been an entry in the Form 1A made by the

pilot of the previous flight the of don of the de-
icer control, sé I checked it to make sure it was off and that the boots were
not inflated. 5

7 Our take-off was made with normal throttle settings and R.P.M. During
our take-off and climb to 14,000 Ft, the ship gave no indication of .any'defects.
At that altitude and at an airspeed of 150 M.P,H. the rate of ascent became
negligible. The waist gunner reported the left landing gear was slipping down,
and this was remedied immedistely., ‘Then the cowl flaps were closed completely
but this gave us no appreciable increase in rate of climb, The bombardier in
the nose was asked to check the leading edges of the wings to determine the
condition of the de-icer boote. He reported them to be properly deflated. The
waist gumner, hearing this conversation, checked the de-icer boots on the em-
pennage and reported that they were inflated. The lever was sgein checked in
the off pesition and the enginser went forward to check the-leading edges of
the wings, He confirmed the bomberdier's report that the de-icers located
there were normal. Then we leveled off to prevent any strain on the engines
and set the controls for cruising. With a throttle setting of 30" Hg. and
2000 R.P.M. the ship cruised around 155 WP.H.

I descended to an altitude of 10,000 feet with the intention of leslding.
At that altitude I decided to simulate a landirg to determine the landing
characteristics of the plane. We lowered the landing gear, closed the cowl
flaps, set 20 degrees of flaps, ran the R.P.M. up to 2400 end throttled back
as in a normel landing. The ship glided well at 130 end did not give evidence
of stalling until we reached an airspeed of 115 M.P.H. I did not completely
stall the ship, but nosed it down and applied power as soon ag I noticed
the approach of stalling characteristics,

Rather than land we decided to £ly instruments for about an hour until
it begen to get dark and then land. When we decided to go in for landing we
developed trouble in receiving the tower. The radio man checked the receiver
but could not find anything wrorg, so we contacted the tower on the compass



¢
Page 2 - Statement,

radio and told thew our trouble and asked for landing instructions, They had
us circle the field twice and then came in for a landing, The final approach
was aade at 140 M.P.H., and we held this speed until we reached the end of the
runway, and then cut the power and landed in a normal mamner, with no unusual
characteristics noted. %

. We taxied into the line and cut the engines, The command receiver and
the inflated condition of the e de-icer boots were entered in the Form
1A, The defect in regard to the de-icer boots was specifically reported to
the crew chief. The boots were checked by members of the crew and were found
to be in a deflated condition. This terminated our flight, and we returned
to operations,

~ wolts. E.W
. WALTER E, MANGERICH, Pilot
2nd Lt., A.C. = 0:}7292
,,‘/ St 2 ool
=
FRED L, BUCKNER, Go-pilot,
2nd Lt., A.C. = 0-811002

JOHN G, SPADQNE, Engineer
Sgt., A.C. - 3253790

Z /v{;{@,g

8bove sigusd persenasl, members of Crew Ne, 13, participated im flight
of Novomber 16, 1943, in Army 41-28577, extending from 1600 to 1845,

Wbl € Dhntimegy ek
WALTER E. MANGERICH
20d Lt., AdC. = Pilet




Bombing & Gunnery Range
Tonopah, Nevada
16 November 1943

STATEMENT
Se— *

The ‘write up in the form 1A was-Horizontal Stabilizer Dewkoer won't
deflate, v

After tolling the Engineering Officer the write up the Flight Chiet
and T ran the engines up to 1600 R.P.M, and checked the deflation of the
boots, After not finding anything wrong with the Horizontal Satbilizer
De=ioer boots, I told the pilot and we cheoked the boots hy looking for
tears in the bbots Mpd felt with our hands to make sure the boots weren't
inflated, I also ohecked in the sams mamner with the Enginmeer, The
Pilot and engineer said thay would watoh it in flight to see if they oould
find anything wrong, The pilet and enginser and I cheoked ke boots.

This pilot and engineer were the ones who flew the missiom im which the
ship crashed. The ship referred to in the above was Army 577,

w.
CHARLES W, ALLISON, 18057697
Sgt, 762nd Bomb Sq.
Crew Chief, Ship 41-28577

pi b



HEADQUARTERS
4GBTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) ARNY AIR FORCES
Office of the Croup Enpincering Officer
Bombing and Gunnery Range
Tonopsh, Nevada,
18 Noverhar 1943,

SUBJECT: Maintenance Facilities for P-24H, A.C, #41-28677.

TO + All concerned,

1. The maintenance and inspeotion of the above numbered aircraft
has been accomplished without hangar faoilities. One hangar has bean made
available, 16 November 1943 for the maintenance being performed by two (2)

Squadrons.
2. Lighting Pacilities:
a. In performing maintenance and inspestions the 1ighting facilities
have' beon adaquate,
3. Avatlability of parts: .

Parts have beon difficult to ohtain at times, but in para-
sitéing airoraft that are out of commission the above aircraft has been
maintained in a safe flyabla condition,

. 2 MONROE D. SMITH,
Izt Lieut., Air Corps,
DS /wdg Group Engineering Officer,

4
]




LOgTH SUB DEPOT
BOMBING AND GUNNERY RANGE
Office of the Engineering Officer
Tonopah, Nevada

21 November 19L3.
Coml=I=F =T-C-A~T-T

This 18 to certify thay Aircraft B2LH Serial Number L1-28577 which
crashed on 16 November 1943 three (3) miles North of landing fisld of the

Bombing and Gunnery Range, Tonopah, Nevada was a complete 10:1.

Captain, Air Corps,
_SD, Enginesring Officers




752MD BOMBARIMENT S8QUADRON (H) AAP
Office Of the Operations Officer

16 Hovember 1943

SUBJEOT: Flight-Schedule.
0 t A1l Ooncerned.

1. Orew 16~ Pilot Lt. Hons, Sigmmd B is scheduled t0 takeedZf at
20100 snd Jand at 24116 on bombing miseion #6 in airplane No. 41-28577,

R
Oapt., AC,
Opns. Officer.



Bombing & Gunnery Hange
Tonopah, Nevada
13 November 1943

STATEMENT

I am one of the t¥e Engineering Officers in the 762nd Bombardment
Squadron (H). I had just come on duty, and the day Line Chief was telling
Sarzeant Jones the work mcoomplished and the work left to be sccomplished.
About this time Sargeant Allison, Crew Chief of Military Airoraft No, 4128577
antered the Engineering office and steted that the Horisontal Stabilizer
De-icer boots of ship No, 41228577 wouldn't deflata, I told him to run
the engines up, push the De-icer handle to the full deflation position and
check to see that the De~icer hoots wers deflateds Ssrgeant Allison did
not return to the Enginmering office to report tha ship out of com:ission,

JONAL AN

DO S H, WHEELER
Lt, Air Corps
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& HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES  FoR acTion 2 /v //
. ,{, OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFQ_OFC.MGMT
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA  FOR FLEMSR

paTe 18 NOVEMBER 43

‘ TaWeXe E TELEGRAM

WU32 15/13 1 EXTRA NEWYORK NY 17 1121P
FLIGHT CONTROL COMMAND
WINSTONSALEM NCAR N

TBG-895 PERIOD CITE TBGB68 PERIOD CREW HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED
AS LISTED PERIOD

MCCRILLIS COAAB  TONOPAH.

NR24/ES.

1292: 1843

w




ey Sl 2 3 5 ] R k|
’ ’ HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES FOR ACTION
GFFICE OF FLYFRG SAFETY FOR INFOQ, 4
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA FOR FILE,
i DATE,
l TaWeXe |:' TELEGRAM
PAGE TWO.

VISIBILITY UNLIMITED WIND N/W 3 MILES B=24H 41-28577 TONNPAH NEVADA

i COMPLETE WRECK UNKNOWN SURVEY NONE. IDENTIT1Y OF CREW NOT CONFIRMED.
¥ AFACG NOTIFIED

NR/25/ES..
/ b} -1 2 _ Fa e 2
4 s .S
i 0 2 7/
: 4
< 1
g4 e # 3

GE b

129231043
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/' HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES FOR ACTIONA ! U -

——en

OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO___OFC MGHT
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA FOR FILE__M&R
DATE 17 NO/EMBER 43
ETELEGRAM
A po "
WSAL 363 V ARL 464 NR 10 *PRTY® » g G
FROM MCCRILLIS COAB TONOPAH NEV 170245 )
TO FLIGHT CONTROL COMMAND .
WINSTON=SALEM NORTH CAROL INA //} 2P b
GR NC 7

TBG 868 PD 16 NOVEMBER 2020 TONOPAH BOMBING AND GUNNERY RANGE TONOPAH
. NEVADA PILOT SIGMUND B. HONS 2ND LT. 0-684000 AUS TOURTH BOMBER COMMAND
i TONOPAH NEVADA PLANE CRASHED ON NIGHT FLIGHT AFTER MAKING FIRST
TURN AFTER TAKEOFF IN RIGHT HAND TRAFFIC. MAXIMUM ALTITUDE AFTER
TAKEOFF ESTIMATED 500 FEET.-DISTANCE OF CRASH APPROXIMATELY THREE

MILES FROM UPWIND END OF RUNVIAY,

CAUSE UNKNOVIN. PLANE BURST INTO |
ALTITUDE BEFORE CRASH APPEARED

FROM CONTROL TOWER TO BE STRAIGHT
LT.

FLAME IMMEDIATELY AFTER IMPACT.

‘LIDE PILOT SIGMUND B, HONS 2ND
0-684000 AUS FATAL cP EUGENE J. AUSTENFELD 2ND LT. 0-693728 aus
0-810162 AUS FATAL B WILLIAM INGALLS
0-689467 aus FATAL Y.T.G. SGT. ARLIE LANG 18180786 FATAL R

EUGENE w RANDALl: SGT.

FATAL N JUAMES B. FAHEY 2ND LT.
28D LT,
19134531 FATAL L.T.G. WARFEN H, BUICKE SGT
32671713 FATAL N.T.G. CHARLES H.

A+ NICHOLS SGT.

SHEPARD SGT 18039613 FATAL E CHARLES
18188933 HOSPITAL SEVERE CHEST INJURIES BROKFY

K . MBING T 1 - H
ANKLES. BOMBING TRAINIHG HI=OVERCAST CEILING ESTIMATED 16,000 FEET

/ e
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12921 1043
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