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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brel nareative of aecident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action Lo prevent repetition)

The A/C took off at 1229 hours on R/W 26 on what appéared to be a normal take-off
and, at 1832, the D/F Ststion located West of the field reported seeing the flemes of
the crashed A/C 13 miles Southwest of field,

The evidence shows that the A/C turned left after clearing the R/W and turned right
before crashing, (Ref: Exhibits C thru K), The A/C was completely burned immediately
after crashing and the entire crew was killed,

Action of the Board:

Members of the boerd proceeded inmediately to tne scens of the aceident, returning
again the following morning, Thereafter, they convened, checked the Form L1=-B which
showed nothing unusual and the Form 1A whieh relessed plane for flight signed by Pilot
Hendrix., All statements of eye witneases ware discussed and considered in determining
course of the plane between time of take-off and point of crash, (Ref: Exhibits C thru
K)s 8ub Depot BEngineering, after inspecting propellsr mechanism, expresses opinion that
none of the engines were feathered at time of crash and that all were in low pitch posi=
tion, same as at take-off, ; :

After careful consideration the Board reached conclusion and retommendations as fol-
lows: ;

Cause: Undetermined =~ (100%),
Possible engine failure and fire immediately after take-off,

Recommendations: i
Because of inability to determine the cause, ne¢ recommendation can be made,
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STATEMENT

T .'Ll Jan “‘5

»
At 1829 I sew A/C teke off on R/M 26 +o the West. Teke-off appeared normsal as
A/C disappesred in the distance, A few moments later I noticed the flsmes from the
crash,

/8/ Jemes R, Bailey,
/t/ JATES R, BAILEY,

Capt, ACQ
A TRUE COPY:
OPh C. HENDERSON,
Hajor, AC.
EXHIBIT "C"
A
po’
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STATEMENT %

11 Jan LS

At approximately 1835 I sew A/C turning right into & Northessterly direccion
about 60 feet high, just MNorth of the intersection of Brooke St and Collerce Roed.
Engines sounded unusually quiet, Immedistely as A/C reached College Road it seemed
to follow & straight course to lNertheast, however, with right wing low, until it
erashed to the ground, A4s soon as A/C started towarde zround, it sounded es if eng-
ines were turned full on again,

/#/ S. E. Baldwin,

/t/ 8. E. BALDWIN,
66 Prooke St,
Aston Clinton,

A TRUE COPY:
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JOHN C. HENDERSON,

EXHIBIT "D
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STATEMENT

11 Jan LS

At approximately 1230 otclock an A/C flying very low passed over my house in
a Westerly direction, Immediately following I noted the crash and flames, Engines
sounded as if they were functioning normelly,

/8/ G, Burdon,

/t/ G. BURDON,
Koat Ferm Cottage,
Buckland, lr Aylesbury,

A TRUE COPY:

Major, AC,

EXHIBIT "E"
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STATEMENT
6 Jan L5

At 1830 hours I saw a plane turning to the right just Northeest of my store.
There was fire underneath it,

/e8/ A. J. Thrussell,
/t/ A. J. THRUSSELL,

32 Brooke St,
Aston Clinton,
A TRUE COPY:
EXHIBIT "F®
40




STATEMKENTS

6 Jen LS

At 1830 hours I saw A/C with red and green wing lights coming on a fairly
straight course from the Northeast until he reached cottege on Northeast corner
of College Road and Brook Street. All engines sounded like they were functioning
0.K. At this point A/C made right turn to Westerly direction, at &bout 30 feet
high, Jjust clearing the trees, He turned on a white light that was to the rear,

After crossing College Road, A/C seemed to go in a straight direction until it
crashed,

/8/ C. Gates,

/t/ C. GATES,
30 Brooke St,
Lston Clinton,

& TRUE COPT:

%’7 . HENDERSON,

Ma jor, ACe

EXHIBIT "G"
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STATEMENT
6 Jen L5
At 1830 hours, 3 Jan 45, & plane passed directly over my house at 1 Buckland
Road, Aston Clinton, seemed very low, and the enginee sounded like power was full
on and there was no sign of any flames, I watched the plane as it continued West-

erly and saw flemes break while it was still in the eir, Shortly afterward the
plane crashed to the ground,

/8/ J. M, Boatmsn,
/t/ J. 4. BOATMAN,
Aston Clinton,

A TRUE COPY:
%}n < J
N C. HENDERSON,
“ Major, AC.

EXHIBIT "H"
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SIATIZMENT
6 Jen 45

At approximately 1830 on 3 Jan 45, I heard A/C going overhesd nearby, unususlly
low, and the engines sounded different to the roar of planes continually passing over-
head, as if one sangine at least was giving trouble, I ran to the door and immediately

afterwards the flash of the 4/C crashing was visible,

/s/ F. Saunders,

/t/ F. SAUNDERS,
The Oak, Brooke & Green End St,
Azton Clinton,

A TRUE COPY:

EXHIBIT "I™
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6 Jan 45

I heard the A/C at approximately 1830, 3 Jan 45, passing unueuelly low in a
Northeasterly direction, The sound of the engines was not exactly the same as the
usuel roar, as if one of them was not functioning normally, Momentarily, I'd say
four aeconds before the crash, it sounded as if all the engines cut out,

/8/ A, Hewkins,

/t/ A, HAWKINS,
20 Brooke St,
Aston Clinton,

A TRUE CCPY: :
JGIN . HEIIJERSON
; !ujor,
EXHIBIT "J®
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AT N
6 Jan LS

I sew the A/C at epproximately 1830 going directly over my house in a Northeast
direction, unusually low, and it sounded like all engines were going but cne engine
was having trouble, There seemed to be a peculiar light redish white showing under-
neath the plans,

/8/ A+ Boddock,

/t/ A. BODDOCK,
42 College Road,
Aston Clintono

A TRUUE COPY:

EXHIBIT "K"

40

/



_.. - , |

ARMY AIR FORCE STATION 113 V=B=5
Office of the Flying Control Officer
APO 557

& Jan L5
SUBJECT: Accident Statement,

T0 '3 Commanding Officer, Army Air Force Station 113, APO 557,

le Pollowing is the statement of the Duty Flying Control Officer at the time of
accident of aircraft B=24H, L2=-52650:

a, Pllot's name and aircraft letter: 2nd Lt Ray L, Hendrix, (650-E).

be Date and time of accident: 3 Jan L5, 1829 hours,

¢, Wind direction and speed, runway in use: WSW 10 MPH. R/W 26 to the West,
d, Last time airfield was inspected by the Flying Control Officers 1800 hours,

I was on duty at the tower as Flying Contrel Officer at the time of the crash
of B=24,650 near Aston Clinton, #fter taking off on operations from AAF Statiem 113,
3 Jan 45, The A/C was late taxying out, the first 8 A/C being airborne about 1l min-
utes before B-24, 650, took off., The A/C apparently made a normal talie-off from R/W 26
st 1829, I did not observe the A/C crash, I was informed by the HF/)F hut that an A/C
had érashed about 1 mile South of the D/F hut, It was about 1830 when they informed me.
I took crash action as outlined in instructions from Maj Henderson, dispatching the
erash truck and ambulance, led by the Control Tower jeep under radio control from the
tower, The crash truck and amk:lance arrived too late, the jeep reporting shortly after
arriving that the A/C was completely burned.

/'/ John B, m’ Jro’
W /t/ JOHN B. SMIM, Jr.,
Duty F/C Officer,

A TRUE COPY: ¢
7 40
/ C. HENDERSON, /o -
hdor' m.
EXHIBIT "A"
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