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 DESCRIPTION. OF; ACCIDENT

(Bref narmative of accident.  Include satement. of responsibility and recommendations for actlon to provent repetition)

ALF Arer:
operational cor

B24-H 41-28669 on the morning of 2 March 1944 took off on an -
t miesion proceeding ebout a querter of & mile and crashed,
LT INETH-M- GORFELL took of £ fTom AAF Stetion 123 using runwey going into the
south vest at 236°, Upon beconing eirborn the giverect £preered never-to— 2
acsume s normel flying ettitude. Tt assumed a tail low or stslling sttitude from
take off and seem to incresse until ship crached. The verticsl stabilizer on the
left side struck the roof of house ab 6 Berkley Close, K 1lesdon, Norwich, *

g demage to roof end celing of house. This first contact swerved ship
original flight path about 60°. The ship newt hit the ground cnd ekidded up
sguinet the side of 2 house locuted at 9 Pinewood Close, Hellesd Norwich
#t which spot ship caught firc end burned. The pilot; Tetiv ope) F
————vere the only. survivors,

The damege.to privete property and cleims ere included in the inclosures,

The RAF Demoge-Officer vae notified in :l e—with—EthAF Nemo 6U-28,

The megligence of the pilot in ot checking for the presence of ice ond. ice 4.
on the wings are responsible for the sccicent, 3

There was no evicence of ma 1el failure involved.

careful check for ice on =

Fecommendetion thet in the future pilo:
wings,
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TFLYING “ConTROL
AAF 123 APO 63

_ LEFT_THE RUNWAY AND O\IER BORDER OF FI

" AIRFIE

ACC IDENT_STATEMENT

g-2li-H, 669 G PILOTED BY LT. GORRELL TOOK OFF ON RUNWAY
23 FOR OPERATIONAL MISSION AT 0900, 20 MARCH 19hl,. THE AIRCRAFT

1ELD ¥AS OBSEAVED (BY THE
LD CONTROLLER ON DUTY) TO SUDDENLY STA

TAIL FIRSTNfF,URTHEB,A,OBSERVAT|0‘\lrhrAS IVPOS“IBLE OlJE TO THE FACT

THAT VIEW WAS OBSTRUCTED BY HOUSES.
- 6 MILES VIZ.

Ot €. Jeste

ROBERT C. SELLERS,
T LT., AIR CORP:
FLYING CONTROL DFFICER.

WEATHER: WSW - 18 M.P.H.

lSlON FLYING CONTROL
FORM 1l (GROWP OPERATIO‘\JS)

PILOT CONCERVED
FILE

LU OUT AND COME DOWN




LD,

AAF 123, APO 634

iy 11 March 1944

Moroh-1944, tho-undorsigned tanding on the roof, just
< outeide the 96th Wing war rocm on the second floor of Wing Headquarters.
¥ Gemeral PECK and I wore watohing the ships taking off for that dey's
f rission.

About twelve ships had taken off when one ship A/C f Be24E 41-
27699 piloted by Lts GCRRELL was seen in & stalling position just after
lekving the grounds Ee prooseded on sbout a quarter of a mils, stalling
1) the tioe. and losing altitude as a result of the "mushing"e

His teil was n £o strike either the ground or a house; the ship seemed
and then_strike the

o 1y 160 to eriginal course, 5
r then either bGrst into flame o ulting dust made us—
belisve that it was f 4 I believe that there might have ‘been ice on the

uppor surface of the wing which osused hin to stall and” orashe

Colonel Luther J. Fairbanks and I were the first U.S. Army persommel
to arrive at the soene of the crash., By this time, the redio operater and
the serisl engineer had extricated the pilot from the orashed ship. They
wanted to return to get more ou but we ordered them not to- since the bomb *
load and gasoline as well as the .50 oal ammunition was exploding making
1t too- dangerous-to attempt to re-enter the siroraft.

14 was then given to firefighters, resoue of three

A11 possible

oivilians who were trappod in the house and removal and salvage of any
worth while propertys

G. L. MASON
Colonel, AC

Colo:
3 Operations Officer. Exeoutive.
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DAMAGES TO °E}’..>0!‘1AL
CRW OF.

P'ROPERTY CAUQ—D BY:
IRPLANE B?LJ 41—28669

(9 PINEWOOD CLOSE

HELLESDON -

NORWICH

OCCUPANT: MR. BASIL ALFRED CLAXTON
OFIED BY: MR. RUSSELL STEVARD

THE FURS
OLD CATTON

BARBARA MAY CLA_‘"TO‘Y

Com: CLATTON mlB SFu

6 BTR/LFY CLOSE
HELLESDO
NOI .uICH

OVNED BY: MR. PERCY ARNOLD NEWTON
ADDRESS ABOVE

THIS AIO“L TY IS BELXG PURCHASED FROM THE:
ABBEY ROAD BUILDTHG SOCIETY
ABBEY HOUSE

-——————"BAKERS~STRE]
LOipoN NO!

DAMLGE: ROOF AND CEILING OF -BUNGALA.

5 BERKLEY CLOSE
¥ ESDON
ICH

H
NORW

OVNED BY: MR. THO!MAS: PINCHER
ADDRESS ABOVE

LS PROPERTY IS BEING PURCHASEDFROM
HUDDERSFIELD BUILDING SOCIETY

DAMAGE: ROOF OF THE BUNGALOW, HOLENIN GARAGE.

INKS AVENUE
LLESDON

OWNER: MR. JOHN FELIX STANNARD

DAMAGE: THIRTY PANES OF GLASS BROKEN IN GREFNHOUCT.
UPROOTTD - PLUM TREE.

REAR OF NO. 166 & 164 LINKS AVENUE, HELLESDON
FENCE DAMAGED

OWNER: MR. RUSSELL STANNARD

HIL




