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. . DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

{firef narrative of aceldent,  Inelude I.Ln.!.r.‘!'m::tl.t of responaibility and recommuondations for actlon Lo prevent repetition)

On 9 September 1944, at 2130 hours A/C B 24 ¥, L3-50907 took off from
AF 123 for m night cross country flight. At approximately 2330 this ASC
orashad about Tive milea north of Peterborough, killing seven (7) of the nine
{9) members,

The Bombardier and navigator parschuted successfully. &£/C wasn completely
wracked.

The cause of this accident is unknown hut it is believed by the undersigned
that a C=I malfunction or misuse was likely. .
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DONFIBENTIAL
FLYING CONTROL
AAF 123. APD 558

9 SEPTEMBER 19

ACCIDENT STATEMENT

WHILE PARTICIPATING ON A NIGHT CROSS-COUNTRY
FLIGHT THIS DATE, B-2li-J, AIRCRAFT # 907 "D", T755TH
SQUADRON, PILOTED BY LT, FREDERICKS, WAS REPORTED
BY FLYING COMTROL WITTERING TO HAVE CRASHED ON HYDES
FARM, CROWLAND, APPROXIMATELY § MILES EAST OF STAM-
FORD, AT APPROXIMATELY 2301 HOURS. TWO OF THE CREW
SAFELY BAILED OUT BEFORE THE AIRGHAFT CRASHED AND
QURANED. CAUSE OF CRASH UNKNOWN.
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ROBERT 4. QUINL VAN,
18T LT., MR CORPS,
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2D Lieutenant GLEN C. ALLFN, 0-718953, AC, 755th Bomb Sg (H), 458th
Bomb Gp (H), AAF 123, APO 558. Navigastor on A/C 43-50907.

o,

We were flying along at 3800 feet in s course of epproximste 270 deprees.
Headed for GChrewsbury. The plane shuddered ss if in prop wash just as we passec
over the occult fleshing U. We sterted to lose sltitude. Te were losing
altitude alowly at first, but the descent became more vlolent. About 2310 the
bail ocut bell sounded. The lest time I looked st the altimetsr it indicated
3100 feet. The bombardier, Lt HIBES, got his parachute on first and opened the
nose wheel door and balled out. I had trouble getting my perachute on, and T coulc:
tell we were in a gpin for I was throuwn from side to side, I opened the nosze '
turret door next. When I pot my perachute on I tried to go cut the door but was
thrown beck into the nose compartment. I dived at the door and succeeded in
getting out. The next thing I Iknew I was henging in my pareachute. I noticed
I was swinging from side to side end I was just about to try to stop this when
I hit the ground. I took off my chute and hurness and sterted walking toward the
flre which was sbout & mile away. I got to the fire and met n men, end told
pim we had no bombs sboard. About thls time the rescue squads snd ambulence
g¥rived, The plene was burning in a hayetack. I was put in an ambulence and in
p few mlnutes Lleutenant HIBBS wae put In the same ambulence.

Sy, O iy

GLEN C. ELLEN,
2d Lt, Alr Corps.
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D Lieutenant JACK R. HIBBS, 0-706313, AC, 755th Bomb Bq $H), 458th
Bomb Gp (H), AAF 123, APO 558. Bombardler on A/C £3-50907.

our plane took off,at 2138 were over the fleld headed for Bhre sbury
att 223.i. We were near Petersborough which was near our course when the
ship made & violent maneuver ¥imilar to that when hitting prop-wash. The
ship fell off to the right and started down in a spin. Ws recelved orders
(the ball bail out eignal) just after the ship started down., This all toock
place at spproximately 230, our altitude was approximately 3,000 feet,
indiceted mir-speed was mround 165 indicated. We were using C1 Pilot, and had
been using it about five gff#f mimites before the accldent. The ship was
pot on fire when I left it end a&ll four englnes eesmed to be working.
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JACK R. HIBBS,
2d Lt, Alr Corps.
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