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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(itved naremtive of arcident. Include statement of responaibility aod rocommendations for activn to pgkvent repetition)

On 2L November 19k at 1730 hours, 4/C B-2h (%), 42745133 returning
from a Practice Mission end in the process of meking en instrument lending approach
to AAF Station 123. The wecther was: 3900 yards Viz, with 400-800 feat Ceiling,
10/1Cths Coverage and the wind NW at 12-1L MPHe

The A/C hit the steerle of Ste Fhillips Church on Hemm Road, damaging
the right wing and rigcht tail assembly end continued 1000 yards, epperently in
normal flight at which time the rigat wirg dropped and the ship crashed and burnede
Wrecksge shows that landing geor wes retructeds

Mr. Ae Hindry end Kr. Georgs Baxter, emyloyees of Baker Street
Gorporation and eye witnesses of the accident declared the A/C descended et a steep
angle aud in en sbncrmal flying attitudes

The result was totsl loss of A/0 and all personnele

Damage to civilian property was negligible. There were no civilians
injureds 3

There were no irregularities on the Forms 41-B and 1l-Ae
RECOMMENDATION .

Pilots of this Station be reminded of the necessity of their
meeting satisfactory instrument flying qualificetionss
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JAMES H. I9BELL, . 257K ook :
( Colonel, Air Corps, Lt Col, Alr Corps
President. .
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24 vovemter 1944

I wus stending on the corner of Lerihum and Xill Hili Road,
2l November 194l At opproximately 1700 hours waen £-2kH hirplsne No. 42-95133
mmde & 180 degree left turn in & vertical berk alrost overnsad, The airplare
was flying about 200 feet sbove the houzetops andl ncticed that it was losing
altitude (slijvirg off on the lelt wing)e' The turn #es 30 auorr that the
mings were vertizal to the grouns. Tue airplene stated to level out from
the turn and Aissppeared from sigat for & moment; by thet time it wes skim-
ming the houset I hearfa shery crish, Which »a« rejorted by an
3AF Serceent to be caused vhen the Tight wing of the airplens hit the top
of ke tow-r on St. ihilipz's church (Hemm Road). After histing the churcn,
the airplene reoeppeared in & steep climb ceining about 300 feet eltitude when
it fell off on the right 7ing, Tsshed end burned.

Norwich,

The tip of the Tight wing and part of the right rudier wers torn off
wnen the =irplune hit th: churche The el rilene appeersd to ts under conirol
after hitting *he chuvrch end it afpeered that the pilot stelled it out by
trying Lo gain altitude.too fust, ca it to foll off on tha right or
dami.2d 7inz and erezh alout 1300 yerds from the chvrehe

fhe eivilun

eniines w.ooe s ersrtly runine rorselly. The

Le asvis, no mecreaicyl difficulties und the
.nding g2or wes retricteds
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L3 November 1944

LIAISHENI

1. Ye Mmd Just brocen into tas clear after an instrunent lotlown and hed
circled the tows of Vorwich gnee vwhem we tav an aireraft epproximately two miles
ir front of us spyarently flying straight and level. Tae pinne startad = stsep
bank to the left and continued the b nk onto its buek, Thea it dhved into the
ground and exploded immedistely. 1 learned later that tais A/C was 113-F of
By nwm beade .

Goiver, J%L
Ebaanide SEat
2nd Lt, A

Jilet
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25 Noveabsr 1944.
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1. At spproximgtely 1700 hours, 24 .ovember 1844 T o
erom anp hacs in a 90 degrse 15f% bank at an altituds of e
259 faat. The sircreft #as mechanisally all right %o all ap
anvinas vars runaing snd thars appeared tO Le no demage of any sort. The
landing geer #ae ti.

2. The alrcrsft wee slipping bsdly 7hile in the bank, althougn the tum
pesrad to hive basn e long ons tnd not short or abrupt. Th: airsrmft snemod

o hendls a1l right slthongh I am not qualified tc tiuls sscurately, The mist
ind fa; wmc wary bad at the time ond the ceflir sny ait dors then’ 250 to 300
fant, Sy miet rolling wer s river towerd ¥ill H1l
Roud.

2, thaa T first suw the A
The aircrait leveled out of &

a0, At thie tims T kic
(er1Lrorily ander central) climbing gently withts elignt “ihlin to tha right.
The eir tren want into = verticel right benk and fsll. Aftar the crash
Juct msntisncd I did not obeerve say damags to the xireraft, Howevor the fog
en? mi-t waro quite heavy.

4. later, I s the scent of ths first crach and heerd and found that
ths aircraft had hit the steeple of Lt Phillips Church, Hers I found the upper
the u,,>r ;miol of the right wing tip (about 10 to 15 feet long) and tha richt
middor, Piscee of tha wing were rill on tha church roof. The eircraft wing
had hit aboii 4 to S5 fast from the top of the etasple, Thick i: about 40 to 60
foat nigh. Apparsntly the sirsraft was in s moderzte rijnt bink when it hit the
church, wlthoigh it could have besn in leval, flight, just missing ths rooftops,
when thy © ach ozcurrsd, The sircraft wae nat turning, but 7as trying to
iavel off wren ‘% die:ppecred behind tae ‘reee end T hseard the firet crmsh. It
migt h-va besn flying in o straizht line aven thaugh in a benk.

gcene of the fincl crash I substentinted my theory of the
nirerf4 hising hit the greund in o 7articul bank since thars wae no demnzs to
» lins of flight. No avplosion was heard--just a “whoosh" ee
The ~ircraft lendsd on ° railway spur some SO0 feet from
the Norwich city station. The spot was abont = juicter of

line from the crurch.
iy 4
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FLIGHT CONTROL
AAF 123 ARO 558

11 DECEMBER 19LL

SUZJECT : SAD VISIBILITY TRAINING

0 : AIR IHSPECTOR, L;58TH GOMBAROVENT GROUP, AAT 123,APO0 558

1. PFFERENICE YOUR REQUEST ASTO AWOUMT OF BAD VISIBILITY
TRAINING 2ND LT. DOOLEY HAD FRUM TH1S OFFICE THE FOLLCWING 1S
SUHMITTID:

ALL CREWS 18 !'MDOCTRIMATICN PERIOD ARE GIVEN THE
FCLLOWING PCINTERS:

A) IF VISIZILITY 1S PCOR IN GT. BRITAIN YOU ARE TO
FLY AT 200C' N THE SOUTHEAST, 8UT IF I8 THE WEST OR NORTH
FLY AT 5000'. THIS WILL EMASLE ALL HILLS R O0BSTRU TIONS TO
BE CLEARED.

) CREWS WILL FIND THAT MAXIMUM ALTITUGE AND A
TIGHT TRAFFIC PATTERN WILL ALLOW YOU TO HOLC THE FIELD BETTER
AMD KEEP AWAY FROM THE RUILT /P APEA IN 2AD WEATHER,

0) CREWS AFE INSTRUCTEL THAT FIELDS WILL FIRE OFF
YELLOW FLARES AT APPROACH ENC OF RUNWAY IN CONDITI0HS OF SAD
VISIBILITY.

D) FIELCS WITH LANDMBARK BEACONS WILL PUT THEM IN
THE POSITION NEAR THE APPRO'CH OF THE RUNWAY 50 YARDS TC THE
LEFT. LIGHT WILL BE STEADY - NOT FLASHING,

E) HORSHAM CREWS WILL FIND THAT IN BAD VISIBILITY
APPROACHES FROM TRE NORTH ARE SAFEST. A/C SHCULD SKIRT SOUTHERN
EDGE OF FIELC DUE T2 CITY. HEAVY A/C ADVISEDU THAT LANDINGS ON
RUNWAY 05 OR 35 CALL FOR LOW APPROACH OVER THEC ITY. (THIS LAST
56 INT HAS BEEN TELETYRED OUT TO ALL FIELCS IN U.K.)

F) COMPLETE oHRIEFING HAS 3TEN SIVEN ALL CREWS CON THF
USE OF APPROACH LIGHTS OF USA HI=INTENSITY LIGHT ING SYSTEM/
CONTACT STRI2C ANC FOG LISPERSAL UNITS AT EMERGENCY FI1ELDS.

Gl
ROBERT C. SELLERS

CAPTAIN, alR CORFS
F.C.0.
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