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DESCRIFTION OF ACCIDENT

(Pirief narrative of accident.  Toclude statement of responuibility aad recommendations for action to prevent ropetition)
No Form /54 has been submitted.

srom witnesse's statem.nis thy following narrative is establisned. tho B-2l
group was fromed. at 13,000 feet and flying a wourse of approximately 252 degrees.
The B-17 group was formed at 13,000 feet also and flying a course of 520 degrees.
When first sighted by the B-24 formation, the B-17's were ahead and to the left on
the course indicateds They could not change altitude ei.er up or dom, or turn
either direction fast onough to clear the two formations. The B-17's continued tneir
eourse and a collision resulted betweer one ship from each forration. #

‘he visibility was six (6) to eight () miles uu;’ey_ according to one witness,
h. t_allow much time_for maneuvering a large fOrmation under tne circumstances
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Witnesses' Statement, ¥
Flying Control Officer's Statement. g
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YRANK B, WRICHT, Captain, 40, mﬁm‘ I(Ih (3) s A58%R
l“ Orowp (H)y AAY 1234 APO 558

o
!.orﬂnn 521’-0!0!! Thn (0653 Our Gourses 252 Their Ceurser
200-320" Algitwder 13000 Yoot

 *The A58tk Grewp was flying the high right lzuhnu the A67sh
Grouwps lead The at 0653« The Wing had assembled
md vas on course of 252 degrees maguetic whenm the lead group of B-17's were
noticed sppreaching fram $he left at the seme altituds of 13000 feet on a
eollision eourses

““¥he-vieibility ab the-time waz restricted to an estimated 6 h 8 miles

by!lu Olouds formsd a 10/10 undereast &t ayp: foet.
first left turn on an estimated ecurse of
frem 250 degress to 310 il it vas impossible to msmsuver ocy form-
ation in smy direstion %o aveid eolligion sourse. An wward
memeuver morely have rosulted in extanglement of the two
Mg or low Amtm‘wmu-mmnm
1) vision by mny A our B-iTo md
ﬁumntmﬂm-mnmmn;*g,. ol

7he ensaming airersfy sppeered to hmmhnﬁruuhl-u
as' 3 last resort we ﬂn‘\ol.ihm flying directly tovard

We barely passed under these planss and n-’-nuwn'u:yhmln-
lower planes in the B-17 Formations

AY this time a dlagrem of the situsties would appear thus:

The' following moments were ecnswsed by & wild geremble of plsmos passing
through each other's fu-ﬂnnln- resuming of our origizal formaticme
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1 OBNFIDENTIAL

First Lieutenant ALFRED O BRADER, 0e659234s Alr Corpss 75hth Bembardmant
Squadrone AAF 123 APO 558+ :

We were flying at approximetely 13000 feet when I saw a group of B=17s
ecme in at cur altitude and on a 90 degree course from ourse One B~l7 rsn
into Lt BARTGN's plane at the rear Bemb-bay and tore his plane half in twoe
At the time T saw the erash it appeared that the B=17 exploded end tors 327
BARTN*s plane in two at the same timee The tail sestion of Lt BARTON's
plsne tumhled through the air end Y saw no one bail outy the fore-sestion
of the plame flipped upside down and then tumbled st the tims it 2issppeared -
from my sighte I had seen no fire amd no ome leave the shipe

1st Lty ACe
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First Lieutenant ANTHONY J. DE GERVAROs 0-811406, Air Corps, 754th
Bombardment Squadron, AAF 1234 APO 558«

Position plotted at time of acoldent was about 8 miles NZ of Disse
We were lead ship, Lt BARTCN an right wing flying deputy leads We were
f1ying on course of 250 dégrees magnstic when spearbead of group of B-17s
approached im eellision course flying on ecurse of approximately 320 degrees
or 340 degrees magnetice Hed they stayed at aititude s g% fivet
,:nymum--mmu\m for scme reason they dove One B-17 was
avoided by swinging nose upe We missed him by spproxima
but he oollided with deputy lead shipe Be2l, inmediately broke in half in
vicinity of tulkhead at waist and ‘bomb-beys The forwer d part hung in the
alr momentarily then plunged earthward, No chutes were seen by crew hl.
The Bel7 after collision was thrown upward and turned oo it's back, then
spun through the cloudse Tt 41d not game apart, but parts were falling off
on way downe No ehutes were seens Time was 08538

T

1st Lte ACe
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CONFIDENTIAL
mi‘;mn

First Lieutenant CHARIES R, PETERS, 0-1295479, Air Corps, T54th
Bombardmont Squadrony ALY Station 123, APO 558,

®As our formation was heading for the Goasty a formation of B=17s
Approached our formation from a 11 o'olock position and seemed to turn
directly into our formatione (I was riding the nose turret of eur ship
163 which was flying in #3 praition of the lead alemant of the lead
ssetions) As the bel7s turned into our formation T noticed that our
formation broke upe Lt BARTON who was flying #2 position of the lead
_®lement dropped dack and down, and & féw seconds later a B=17 hit Lt
BARTQN'w ship at the left walst windows There was a large flash of
flame or an explosion and the tail portion of Lte BARTON's ship was cut
off and both parts of the ship dropped down into the cloudse I 44d not
See what happened to the B-17 after it hit the B~Zf 2l, as it dropped
back out of sighte

CHARLES Be PETERS,
1st Lt, AC.
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FIYING CONTROL
AAF STATION 134
APO 559

2l May 1944.
SUBJECT: Accidamt Report,

TO + Ocmmending Qfficer,. 490th Bomb Group, APO 559, U.S. Army.

1, At 0ALS hours, 23 May 19141“.. Duty Officer heard noise as if
eircraft was diving, Officer looked east from Control Tower and
observed two aireraft plunge through the overcast,

2. The first,. a B-2}, fell behind a clump of trees in WM 6093.
A few maments later several explosions were heard and smoke was seen to
rise, Next, tl 74 fell in WM 6193, Smoke was seen to rise,. but
no explouans re heard, e

3. Dispensary, Fire House, Military Police, Ordnance Office,
and Photo Sections were notified, Attempt was made to contact the
Commanding Officer and the Air Inlputor. Third Bomb Division
Flying Control was notified, e e =

Lo Upon being relieved, Duty officer proceeded to the scene of
crashes, One airoraft,. the B-17, was identified as No, 297325, letter
*H', 35lst Bomb Group, The B-2) was identified as No, 42-110172, letter
*D*, 458th Bomb Group, ]

5e Three orew members par‘chuted from the B-17, none escaped
frcm the 5-2“-

6o Oivuim damage, to best of Officers knowledge was confined
to burned areas in open fields,.

7o Tull telephone report was rendered to 3rd Bomb Division
Flying Control,

i /8/ Henry M, Lewter, Hr,,

i /%/ HENRY M, LINTER, JR,,
’\ %u_) 2nd Lt,, Air Carps,
Flying Control Officer.
A TRUE COPY: Kza/wm\k)
(JAMES W, SFAW,

/Cnptnin. Air Corps,

\tgj Jutant,
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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

{
N (Brief namative of accident, Include statement of responaibllity and recommendations for artlan to prevent repetition)
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