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Office of the Commanding General
HQ. 96TH COMBAT BOMBARDMENT WING (H)
United States Army Air Forces
APO 558
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. In this section will be found the
story of all tactical misslons flown
by the Wing during the month of August,
1944, 4including:

1) Training

Narrative

Lessons Learned

Changes in Procedure

Comments

Mol
— S

Sectlon III..--..l.l...........l.lo.l..l.--!l..l...
NO ADDITIONAL MATERIAL
SeCtlon IVII..I.ICOl.'l-l.Illtl.I.t..‘-o'll..‘pnnl.

NC ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

.Sectlgh Veosvessansensssssnsnanssnsssssesncsscsascene
NO ADDITIONAL MATERIAL
gection Vlsecscssoscossssssnssesssnessssssnsasncnes
NO ADDITIONAL MATERIAL
Source material accompanying hietory
BUpplomsnt NO: Icvsesnnaoannsen AN S A e oo

NO ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

o




THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

"h‘! THIS PAGE 1S UNCLASSIFIED
e

R
s il S el

Supplement Xoe Iliscvsacssasscncsncssncanne O g .

Missions as Briefed by 458th Group; Plctures

Supplement No., IIl..cececcccncncans e essene sese
Missions as Briefed by 466th Group; Plctures
Supplement No., IV.eeserecssncssssvcsssnranscanenssssnance .
Missions as Briefed by 467tn Group; Plctures
ol ) LE ent Ve Y esraaonw SRR R T E L R R I I O RO O N .

Supplement No. VIieieevccccoancacess

Field Orders (copiles)

e

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

- —
THIS PAGE 15 UNCLASSIFIED
”~ '. .
g: S —

“. Office of the Commanding General
HQ. %TH COMBAT BOMBARDMENT WING (H)
United States Army Air Forces
APO 558

6 September 1944,

TO : All Concermed.

1. Thie is the 26th Combat Bomb Wing history for Aug-
§ ust 1944, An index provides the key to location of material.

2. In the Operations Section will be found Misslons
Summary, Dally Activity Report, and a special report on alrcraft
lost in the month of July, 1944,

3. Supplements show:

(1) Routes as Briefed (Photographs).
(2) Copies of Wing Fleld Orders.

—
"j&£;4¢4gh44 & 2

/" LAURENCE C. GRAM,
Ma jor, Alr Corps,
Intelligence Officer

(
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B3 96TE 0OMNAT ROMEANOW? IR0 (M)
Uffice of the Usamanding Cenoral
MT 123 A0 558

MIMORANIING
0w i Oeneral FICK.

fumery of miosions “rom the let of fumst 104N ko Aste,

An athagk on gonstructi!ion

® neas Comtesse, ‘adlgonurt,

a. The HMvielon formntlon wan mads up of the 96th, 24, 20th, 1hth,
and 95th Vings flying ia that order, The 96th ving mut up an "A" Sreup mude
up of leed and low left squa drons from the “GTth and & lead and high ri ht |
squadron from the HEth, and & "2" Troup made up of lead, low laft, and hish
right squadrons frou the Y58th, The ehipe o7 the 466th ware loaded «!th
J x 2000 1b S.7."s and the H6Tth and 458th with Max x 260 1b 0.7, ‘e, 2700

gallons of gasollae were carried, The dombing 2ltitude wvas at 22,000 faet,

b. Torce Mepatahed,

158k Crowp A66th Srowp NGTeh O

36 4/C Took off, 25 A/C Took off. 26 A/C Took off.

M 40 Mtacked a target 3 A/C Avorted for the D A/7 Attacked - “fesion
of last resort. folloving ressons! regalled dus to

12 1/% Md net sttask l-gas loak 10/10the aloud
&no %o 10/10ths . (persomneal failure. sover (no sortien,
ovarcast, l-low o1l pressure 0O A/C Vere lost.

C A/C Jere lost, l-turbos out

22 A/2 M4 not attack &ue to
= “weather,
- C A/2 Yere lowt,

¢, Narrative, The NE6Lh and WSTSh Croups and one squidren of
the '5fth abandoned the mieeion &ue %0 the hewwy cloud soversge. A lact
resort target, a rallroad at Cleres, Prance was bombed visually with falr
results by two squadroms of the WSBMh Growp, Yo meny fighters vere sem,
but meager and scourate flak was ancountersd. A good Oroup and “ing asse=dly
vis accouplished and thoe routes were nibered to until the Sargets were
sboadonsd, ,

L ik PR, -
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2. The Division formstion wae made up of the 968k, 95th, 1lth,
and 20th fiags flying in that order. The 96th Ving put up an "A" Group wvith
two squadrons from the LETth flying lesd sad low left and two squadrons from
the WETth flylug leed and high right, sad a "B° Group with three smu~dvons
from the '58th flying lead, lov left, nnd high right positioms. The 466th
flew high right on the 467th Group. The ehips carried 24 x 250 1d G, P,
boubs and 2000 gallons of gasolinme, The sltitude for bombing was 22,000 fest,

be Force Dispatiched.

k5eeh Croup 466th Group ‘7sh Orou
38 A0 Teok of2. 22 A[C Took off. 24 AJC Took off,
2C AfC Attagked the 21 A/C Attacked the 12 AJ/C Attacked the
iripary target. prisary target, . primary target,
A/C Aborted for tha 1 A/C Adorted due to 1 A/C Aborted 3ue to
folloving reasons! personnsl arror, internal ongine
c=-internel engine O A/C YWere los=st. failure,
fallures 11 A/C M4& not attask
l-generetors failed due to weather,
J-lov oil preveure 0 A/C Yere last,
C A/C vere lost,

¢, Berrative. The primery target vae bombad visually by the
WoEth Group with feir results. The M5tk and “67th Groups bombed the primary
target Wy UM, Yo ememy fighters vere smcountered snd the flak was very light,

A good Croup end Wing assembly was effected and the route was followved as
briasfed,

2. The Mvision formstion was mnde up of groups from the 95th,
96th, 95th, 1'th, 20th, aad 24 Wings flying in that order. The 96th Wing was
composed of an "A" Uroup with lead and low left squadrens from the MECRR, and
a8 "." Group with three sgusdrons from the G7th, The bomb load was 24 x 250
1b C.i."s snd the gesoline load was 2000 gallons. Hombing altitude was at
23,000 fest,

b. Torce Dspatched.

Mgk Group 466%h Group A67¢h Oroup

2k A/C Took off. 23 A/C Took off, 33 A/C Took ofrf.
22 A/G Mtacked the 22 A/C Attacked the 20 A/C Attacked the
primary target, primary target, primary target.
2 A/C Aborted for the 1 A/ Avorted due to 2 A/C Aborted due to
folloviag reasocns! mechanical fallure, intermal engine
l-engioe misfired, O A/C Vere lost, failures.
excessive oll 11 A/C D14 mot attask
convamption. dus to weather,
1-01l leak, 0 &/C Vere lost,

0 4/C ¥are loss,
-2 -
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e, Yarretive. The priwery target vas dSoxbed visurlly vith fair
resultn, No ensxy Tightere wers encountered and the Ylak was meager and
inaceurata, Very good Oroun snd Wing sssemblies vere mecompliched, The
briofed route va ¢ followel except £i tha rally solfat vhera the LEFth Surned
chort 230 to flak sad took the lend, The reiainder of tho triefed route was
rdrared to,

k, The first miosfon oL % ‘ngust involved am atback off an eirorafy
Fostogk, Uermzny.

feeior; ot

s, ™he Divislon formation was =ede up of the 96%th, 29th, 24,

g5th, snd 1Yth ¥inge flylng la that order, The 9G6th Wing flev en "A" Croup

/':;- i oY lea? snd lov left oo rozx fron She }'.'_,.‘,".:. snd Pl vt ond

high ki ri:h% squadron from the UGTSh, nad a "BY Group composad of land,

] ght, and lov left sguedrons fron the LGGth, The "F" Group vms echeloned

laf? ' { oh, 12 £ 500 O.F. bo=br - srried Yy She ,."l_:.., a? Lk LYy

, 57 x M-N7 1,2.%e Wy the M58%h, mad 12 x 500 G,P,'s Wy the NATth, 20
1loan of genoli: rere garried, tng zltitude was at 22,000 fect.
be wwrce Dlepntohed,
“Efsh Grouy WG6Lh Grau
/G Took af?, I8 A/C Took of”, ~; .\;: Took aff,
17 A/C Attacked She 1T A/O AtSecked the 72 A/C ittecked the
rizary terget. prinery target, wrimery terget,

4 A/C Aborted for the 1 AfC Attscled a target 3 A/ Abvorted for the
follod nz rearonse! of opportuaity. fallowing rescons!
l-gas losk 3 A/O Aborted for She logns 1eak
l-fasthered engive folloving ressons: “~internel engine
l-broken oylinder 1-pilot could not frilures
l-generrtors feiled find farmction 0 A/C Yera lost,

) A% Yare lost, 1-#71 engine oul

1-lov oil pressure
1 A/C 2¢2 not stinck fae

%9 rack manlfunction.
0 A/C Yere lost,

e, Harrative, The orluary target waa attosked vimaally with
gool results, Ineny Tlghters wers seen attaciing Bol7's but none atiacied
the s=?4's, Tlak was nasger but rather aagurrie, A gi99d Oroup and Ving

ansastly was aceomplishad and the bYrisfad route-wae followed,

.
senciruotion works at Sole de
s, The Mvicion fornation wae unde up of the 24, 20th, 1lth,
and 964h Wiage flying in that order, The 96tk ¥ing put up & single sousdrom
from tha 25¥tk Group, The ehips wvere loaded vith 20 x 250 1% G.F, bombs amd
00 gelloas of g= seline, The bombing altitude was 71,000 feet,
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b. Force Dispatched,

558tk Group

12 A/C Took off.
12 A/C Attacked a target of
opportunity (Achlet A/T).
0 A/C Vere lost.

c. Narrative. A target of epportunity, sa airfield at Achlet,
France, was bombed vimually with good results. No meay airoraft aad no flak
was mocuntered., A good assembly was made and ths driefed route was followed,

6. The m o of 5 August 1944 i d an attsck om an sirgraft

s, The Mvision formstion was composed of the 95, lluth, 24,

96%h, amd 20th Wiags flying ia that order, The 96%h Wing put up an "A* Group
oomprising & lead snd lov left squadrom from the 4Y66%h and a lead mad high
right squadron from the U58th, and a "B" Group comprising = lead and low left
squadron from the 46Tth and a composite squadrom made up of ships from the
466th aad 4¥58th Oreups ia high right position., The high right squedron of
the U58th sand the lead squadron of the 46Tth earried 52 x N-U7 I.B.'s and

_ all other squadrone garried 12 x 500 G.7,'s, The gasoline load was 2300
gellone, Beambding altitude was at 22,000 feet,

b. Force Mepatehed,

h56th Orewp L66sh Oroup 6T Oroup
30 A/0 Took off, 31 A/C Toek off. 2h AJO Tesk off.
27 A/O Astagked the 16 A/0 Att.cked the 23 A/C Astagked the
primary targel. primary target, primary Sarget,
3 A/C Aderted for the 9 A/C Attacked the 1 A/C Attacked a Sarget
folloving reasonst secondary target. of opportunity.
l-generator out % A/0 Aborted for the 2 A/C Lost due to flak.
l-turbos flustuated follewlag reasems:
l-lov oil presmure, l-pilet could not
feathered emgine fiad formatien
1 A/C Lost -~ gause unkamowm, l-prep govermor out

l-turbe raa awvay
l-sngine out eof eil
turbo rem awey
l-turbe oul,
1 A/0 Did net atteck &ne Vo
0 A/Q Yere lest.

¢. Narrative. The primary target was beabed visually YW the

W58th sad LGEth Groups with goed results, No meny fighters wvere seem.
flak earoute was light dut at the target it was heavy sad sscurate, Due %o

-‘-
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soke #nd hare the L66th did not bomb the primary target and moved om %o
the secondary target, an airfield at Coslar, which they bombed visually, A
satlisfe clory assombly was effected and the briefed course was followed,

2, The Division formestion was mde up of the 24, 96th, Llith, 20th,
snd 95%h ¥ings flying in that order. The 96th ¥ing flew ma A" Group led by
the 467¢th with lead snd lov left squadrons, two sgusdrone from the “5Zth on
the high right of the 4ETth, end a "% Group with three squadrons from the
UGbth, The ships carried 12 x 500 1b G,¥, Bombs and 2500 galloms of gasoline,
he bombing sititude vas 23,000 feet.

Ue ;‘b?-‘:u .'J“_‘_".‘;"::';f!d.
2% A/C Took off. 35 A/C Took off, 4 AyG Took off,
2 --/4 attecied the 30 h/: Attacked the 22 A/C Atbroke ]
riuary target, prizary target. orimary target,
»/C Aborted for the 1 A/C Attacked & target 2 A/C Avorted for the
folloving reasonst of opporiunity, folloving remscnai
l-angine failure 3 AfC Aborted for the l-lo03e hose
l-supercharger out. following ressons: elsup on turbo
1 4/C Lost due %o flak, l-gunner passed out l=co-pilat fell
with oxygen out of A/C
l-turie out. 2 A/C loat due %o flak,

1 A/C Md net attack e
to flak damage.
0 A/C Vere lost

¢. The primsry 4arget was bocbed visually with feir resalts, No
enexy flghters were encountered, Flak was intense and securats st the tarcaet,
A good asssubly wvas accomplished mand the briefed course vas folloved.

a, The Divieion formstion was mede up of the lhith, 20A, 9%5th, 24,
952, 208, 96th, amd 144k ¥ings flying in thet order, The 96th Ving put up
two squadrons from the Y58tk in lead and lov left positions, two squadrons
from the Y67th in low right position, snd Swo squadrone from the U6Gth echeloned
left and slightly abeove the th, The ¥58th and 46Eth Groups carried Max x 100
1b G, 7. vombe and the N67th sarried Max x 250 1b G, P,'s, 2000 gallons of
gasoline vere carried by the shipe., Borbing altitude wvas at 21,000 foet,

b. Yorce Dispatched,

“5eth Group L66wh Oroup S67¢h Group

24 A/C Took off, 24 AJO Took 57, 20 A/C Yook off,
12 A/C Attacked a target 10 A/0 Attacked the 9 A/Q Attagked the
of epportunity. primery target, primary target.
- , -
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10. - on marshalling

The Bosbing altitude was 23,000 feet.
b, Force Dispatched.

1584k Oroup 366%h Group 267t Grewp
33 A/C Took off, 28 A/C Took off, 24 A/C Took off.
25 A/C Attacked the 23 A/C Attacked the 23 A/G Attagked the
secondary target, sscondary target. seoondary target,
& A/C Aborted for the 5 A/C Aborted for the 1 A/C Avorted &ue
folloving reasons!? followving reasonst supergharger
2-gas leak 2-gas leak failure,
1-feathered emgine, l-turbdo out 0 A/C Vere lost.
crashed on landing l-gunner passsd
l-gontrols ebiff - out
personnel l-0il leak
l-lost formatiom 2 A/C lost due to flak,

l-gensrators set wroang
l-inverters out, mgine

ocsught afire
l-engine sluggich,failed
to keep vith formatiom.
1 A/C lost - cause makmown,

The secondary target, & marshalling yard at Searbrucken, Germeay,

" [ "
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%. Force Dispatehed (Comt'd).

w8\ Group U66th Croup 467tk Oroup

12 A/C DAd not attack due 1% A/C Did not attmek 1 A/0 Aborted fue to
to 10/10%hs sloud fue to 10/10ths internal engine
cover, . cloud sover, failure,

0 4/C dere lost, 0 A/C Yere lost. 10 A/C D14 not attack

due %o cloud asover.
0 A/C Vere lost,

g. Nerretive, The rrimary target wee bomded visually with fair

rerults by ons squadron of tne L6Gth Croup snd one squeadron of the LETth Grovw,

The E58th 814 not attsak the priasry target due to the heavy cloud ecovar,

dovever, one squadron of the LSSth Yombed o tarzet aseigned %o the USELH Oroun,
004 nsrenbtly wees agcomplished and thie briefed route wvas adhared to until

raecnln the !E?x"-

« The mtesion of % Aumaet 1944 favolved am attach on sm airfield

s, The Mvision formetion was naée up of the 05th, 96th, 1lth,
20th, 2nd 24 Wings flying in that order, The Of6th ¥iag put up an “AY Group
with the 46Tth flying lead and lov laft and the Y66%h flying high right, and
a "2" Group with the M58tk flying lead mnd low left and the M66th flyins hish
right, A flight of three sirecraft from the UGGth flew high right on the low
left squadron of the UETth, and a flight of three aireraft f=om the !58th
flew lov left on the low left squadron of the UG7th Group. 52 x 100 1b G.i,
bombs vere carried by the N5tk mnd LUEALh Groups amd 2% x 250 1b G,P.'s by
the 4ETth, 2000 gallens of gasoline were carried by the shirs, The sltitude
for bombing was 21,000 feet.

b. Forge Dispatched,

L98th Growp sk G 467tk Group
27 A/% Took off, 27 AJC Took off, 19 A/¥ Took off,
27 A/C Attagked the 24 A/ Attacked the 19 A/C Attacked the
urizary target, prizary target, primery target,
0 A/C Aborted. 2 A/C Aborted for the 0 A/C Avorted,
0 A/C Vere lort, folloving remsonat 0 AfC VWere lost,
l-sngine omught
on fire
l-gas leak

1 A/0 DA not stteck due te
rock mal function,
0 Af0 Vere lost,
e, Jarrativo, Th e nrimery target was bomded vismally with
gool resalte, ¥o anesy fighters were sean, The flak waes moder=te and

inacoursta, A pood Croup and Wipngy sesenbly wag offected and the brisfed
route wvas adhered to,

-b -
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b. Force Dispatched.

hagth Group 166th Oroup A67en renp
22 A/Q Took off, 28 A/C Took off, 24 A/C Took off,
21 A/C Astacked the 23 A/C Astacked the 22 A/ Astacked the
primary target. primary target. primary target.
1 A/C Averted due to 5 A/C Abvorted for the 2 A/C Aborted for the
generator fallure, following reasons! following reasoms!
0 A/C Were loet, l-generator failure l-wupercharger
l-engine prop failure
governor out l-unable to hold
l-turbe out fommation

1-lov oil pressure O A/0 Vere lost,
l-feathered sngine
l-01il leak

0 A/Q Were lost,

¢. Narrative, The primery target wes bombed vimally with falr
resulte Ly the "A" Oreup, dut a rack malfunction in the lead ship of the ope
Group delayed dropping of the bowbs. No smemy aireraft were seem but moderate
flak was emcountered., A good assembdly was effected and the briefed gourse was
adhered to.

12, The mission of 12 Auguet 194% involved as sbtagk on an airfield
at Beims, Trangs.

a, The Divislon formation was made up of the sslh‘ 208h, 14h,
snd 96%h Viangs flying ia that order. The 96th pat up an *A® with
the fiying lead and lov left squadrons, snd "B Orouwp vith the HOTth
flying lead snd lov left squadrons, and & gomposite growp with the H66sh
flying high right em the 458tk end '67th Oroups. The W58th snd HGTth Groups
earried 12 x 500 0P, bdombs and the 46Gth earried 52 x 100 O.F.'s. A gasoline
load of 2300 gellems was carried by the ships, Bombing altitude was at
20,000 feat.

458w Oroup M6 Crowp 567w Growp
Zh A/C Took off, 2h A/O Took off. 26 A/0 Toek off,
21 A/C Atagied the 2k A/C AtSacked the 26 A/C Attaciked the
primary target. primary Sarget primary target,
3 A/C Avorted for the 0 A/C Abvorted, 0 A/C Adorted.
folloving reasonsi 3 A/C Yers lost &ue %o 0 A/C VYere lost,
1.4 Engine out flak,
l-iaternal engine
faillure
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¢. Narrative, The prisary target was bombded visually with
go0d results. No ememy aireraft were seen and the flak was very light at
the target. Heawy oclouds impeded = good assesbly, but after lesving the
coast the weather was clearer and the briefed course was adhered to.

a. The Division formetion was mede up of the 24, 958h, 1lth,
96°h, mad 20th ¥Wings flying in t)at order, The squadroms flew in $rail.
The 96%h ¥Wing put up three Oroups of two squadrons esch, The ships earried
%8 x 100 O, P, boudbs snd s gasoline load of 2300 gallems. The bomding
altituds was at 18,000 feet,

b. Yorce Mepatched,

38t Group 466tk Oromp 674k Group
24 A/0 Took off, 24 A/Q Took off, 27 A/C Took off.
19 A/C Attacked the 23 A/C Attacked the 2% A/0 Attacked the
primary target, primary target. primary target.

4 A/O Aborted for the 1 A/0 D14 net attack - 1 A/C Adarted dus %o
folleving reasons: Lost dus to flak, eylinder blowm
l-confusion ia loose,

signals from lesd 2 A/C D14 not attack
l-cylinder blowm of f for the follow-
l-lov o1l preisure ing reasons:
l-turbo, 43 engine l-damaged W parts

smoking flying from

1 A/C Did not attack due %o mmother A/C
& rack malfumction. vhich exploded

0 A/GC Vere lost. l-exploded whem

Mt W flak,

1 A/0 Lost %ue to flak,

¢. Harrative. The prizary targets vers bombed visually with
fair results, Ko smemy airgraft vere seea but intense and sccurate flak
vis encountered. A very good Group sad Wing masembly was effected rad the
route was flowe as driefed.

vas 20,000 foet.

/o
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b. Foroce Diepatched,
b3 Oroup 66 Srowp 251 Srewp
24 AJ0 Took off, 2 A/0 Teok off, 24 A/C Took off,
22 A/C Attagked the A/C Attagked the 24 A/C AtSacked the
primary target. primary iarget. primary target.
2 A/C Adortad for the 1 A/C Adorted due %o 0 A/C Aborted,
folloving reasoast personnel failure, 0 A/C Vere lost,
l-feathered engine 0 A/C Were lost,
l-gas leak

0 A/C Were lost,

¢, Barrative. The primary target was bombded vismually vith feir
rosults. Fo moeny fighters and no flak was encountered on the mission. Osod
assesblies vere effected by the Groups and the Wing, and the route was flowm
ap briefeld,

15. The miseipn of 15 Augnwt 1944 involved an sptack on an »irfield
&% Yechta, Germany.

2. The Division formstion was made up of the 20th,A, 96%h, 24,
144k, and 20%h B Wings flying in that order. The 96%h ¥ing put up an "A®
Oroup composed of lead amd lov left -r-d.uu from the ¥W.Tth and a high
right squadron from the 456th, and & “B* Groups composed of lead and lov left
squadrcns fron the W5Eth and a Mgh right squadron from the M6th, The “bipe
earried b x 1000 0, P, and ¥ x 500 M.17 I. §, bomds and 2300 gallens of
gasoline, The altitude for demding was 21,000 feet.

b. Force Mepatched,

258w Group 2608k Smup A6Teh Growp

22 A/C Took off, 2] A/0 Took off, 24 A/O Took off,

19 A/0 Attacked She 23 A/0 AStagked She 2h A/C Attacked the
primary . primary target, primary target

2 A/C Avorted for the 4 A/0 Avorted for the 0 A/C Avorted,
folloviag reasons) folloviag reasomst O A/0 Vere lost,
leaylinder head l-gas leak
blowm l-internal engine

l-gmerator failure failure

1 A/C Did net attack due to 2-supercharger
feath~red engine on % A/O Leet due o R/A,
bomb rum.

0 A/Q Vere losh.

o. Harrative. Oreup sad Ving assemdlies vere soeemplished
the

briefed. Some confusien was ceused in uaeoveriag
squadren in "A" Orowp was mot ia close

i
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squadrons, they having ssattersd themselves out st the time the target wos
resched, The only umusual polat in She dombimg was the fact timt the first
squadron of the 4574h wes unsble %o plok up the target on the first run
which necessitated a second run, A rally was nosomplished without A1ffiomlty
hile the M00th was moving from the position 1t had mswamed in Ahe rally to
its briefed position om the route cut, It was sttmeked by ememy fighters

and lost four ships, 2

16. r 4% tnvolved an att o Ag
¥ 1 ur G .

n. The Mvision formaiion wes mnde up of the 20%h, 96th, 24,
snd 1lth ¥icge flying in that order, The 96th ¥ing flew ma "A" Growp
composed of three squadrons from the MW 7th, smd » "P* Oroun commossd of
load and lov left squadronse from the LS7th smnd = high rizht squadren from
the LbGth, The "B" Crouwp flaw high right on tha *A® Group. The LSELh Grewp
and two esquadrons of the LETih narried 12 x 500 O, P, bowbe and the MELLH

Croup and one souadron of the WTik carried 12 x Ma17 I.0.'s, 4 gasoline
lord of 2500 gellome wac carried by the ships. The boadng sliitude was
22,000 fees,

b. Torce Dispataohed,

457uh Croup 266tk Grouy ME7ek Crowp
22 A2 Took off. 16 A/C Teek off, 36 A/ Took off,
19 A/C Attacked the 15 A/C Attagked the 33 A/C Attacked the
primasy target. prisary target, primary target,
3 A/C Aborted for the 1 A/C ivorted - more 1 A/C Attacked n target
follcwing reascnsi wheal would not of opportunity,
leeziaust coupling retreat, 1 A/C Aborted due te
mxlfunction 0 AJQ Vare lost, blowvm eylinder hesd,
l-anglaeer 111 1 A/G Did not attack due
i=pilot could not %o rack malfmetion,
keep formation 1 A/ lost %o flak.

0 A[C were lost,

g. The primary target was Lombed vimally with good results,
Masny fghters vers seea Uy the Y564h Croup after resching the target but
none otiacked, Flak was heavy sad sgourate, A good asrembly was scoomplished
and exgept for a alight deviation $o the north on the withdrswal the route
was followed as briefed,

17. Ll

&, The Mivision forwation was made up of the 24, 96th, 20th, aad
1hek Visge fiying i1n Wuat order, The O6th Ying put wp am "A* Oroup somposed
of Lhres wouadreas from the Y7th, sad & *3" Uroup composed of twn smundrons
frou the VWOik flying lead sad lov left ond one squadron from the MOtk flyisg
Bih right, The shipe of the 'SEth Oroup sad two squadrons of the NETth were

-u-
raZ
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2300 gnlleas
YeToree lrpatched.
J588h Srewp M50 Orenp 16T Srom
24 A/C Tock off, 12 A/C Took off. 38 A/Q Toek off,
9 A/C Atbacked the 11 A/ Attagked the 18 A/0 Adtacked the
primary target. {ﬂ.ﬂﬂ target, primary torget
11 A/C Attaeked a target 1 A/C Aborted 4ue to 0 A/G Avorted.
of opportunity. turbo fsilure 0 A/C Were lost,
2 A/C Abvorted for the snéd high gas
follovwing resscas! conwanption.
1-lov oil pressure, O A/C Vere lost,
turbo out.

l-gis leax
2 A/C D14 net attask for the
folloving reascns!
l-iiags dsmaged 12
collision vhen plsme
vas caught ia prop
wash
l-regk malfunstion
0 vc Vere h“a

18, H*g:am 194 iavolved an sttagk on an G4l
Refinery nt Kis o .

b. Foree Mspatohed,
5o Orevp o Orewp AT Srewp
32 A/C Tosk off. 29 A/C Took off. 7 AJ/C Tosk off.
28 A/C Atta oked the 23 A/ Mtagked the 37 A/C Athacked the
prisary targes. prisary Sarges. prisary target.

/3

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

. —

é THIS PACE IS UNCLASSIFIEX ‘
A-.\ “"a..‘_ -—’—-;-:_!

b, Force Dispatched (Oontd),

W5k Crowp A66%h Orowp AETsh Sroup
3 A/C Attacked targets 6 A/C Aborsed for the 0 A/C Aborted,
of epportunity. folloving ressons! 0 A/C Yare lost.,
1 A/C Aborted due to l-gunner siok
ns leak, l-prep goveraor out
0 A/C ¥ere lest, J=01l leaks and low

oll pressure
leragk sal funetion
0 A/C Yere lost,

o. Narrative, The 36th ¥ing Mmn in the lead of the S%h Aly
Foree. Tis primary target was doaded visually vith 4 resulte by the
¥58th end NGTeh Oroups mmd wvith fair results by the ﬁzu. All Groups of
the 96th Ving effected good mssemblics, COm the route im the Y66th flew
over the chaanel a little farther t- the pight then bdriefed. Some delay was
ceused ot the withdrawal vhen the 1%th Wiag out in. With tie exce-tion of
otie squadrom of the 466th, flyiag high high e "3 Group, which returned
alons, the Peturn route wae flowm by the ¥ing as brisfed,

?
4
s
1
3
H
i
!
:
£
:
F

R

and
6th in lead sad hgh right pesitions, 10 x 500 6, P, bosbe were carried
all the ships exoert Swe ia the NGTSh Oreup, one earrying 5 X0 20 bombe
She other 5 X6 25 dombe, A gasoline load of 2700 galloms wae carried.
The bombing altitude was 22,000 feet,

. Fores Dispatahed,

A5sh Orewp 66tk Srowp SETah Srenp
23 A/C Took off, 27 A/C Teok of?, 36 A/C Took off,
22 A/C Astacked the 26 A/C Attagked the T4 A/0 Attagked the
mwi M‘W“’Cﬂ. m-uw-
1 A/C M4 not attack - 1 A/C Avorted @us to 1 A/0 Attagked s target
Lost due %o flak, gas leak, of opportunity,
0 A/Q ¥Were lost, 1 A/C Averted dus %o
iaternsl engine

failure,
1 A/C Lowt dus %o flak,

¢. Barrative, The primary target wos bosbed vimally vith
ood revults, ey sireraft vere seen angaged in dog fighte but neas
Attacked the formstion. Light sad socurate flak was ensountered at the
sonst. A good Growp sad Miag sesenbly wvas made sad the route was followed
as briefed,

o1y -

s~
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s, The Mvirion forastion was made up of the 96th, 24, and
¥ings flying in that order., The G6th ¥Wing led she Division with sne
droa from the ¥58th Group, The ships carried a bomdb load of 12 x 500
Goi."s and & grsoline load of 2000 gallons, The bomding rltitude wes
000 fart,

35‘!%

b. Force Mapetiched,

L58sh Oroup.

iook .ﬂ-

Attagked the primary target.
Attacke” the segondery target,

¢ Did not attagk due to flakx damnge,
Yere lost,

-

=1- N N §.%
LEXZXE
QOO0 a

¢. Harrative. The primary target was bombed viemally with
good revulte, No enesy fighters were seen, but the flak wes intonse sad
sgourate along the entire route, The asssnbly was nacomplished as bdriefed,
The LWrls’ed route wae closely folloved %o the Sarget execept for a slight
devistion to the right to avold the intense flak, Two runs were masde oz
the target, A pormel vithdrawal was made and the btriefsd return route wes
adhered %o,

mwwm

A, The Pivision formstion was sede up of the 24, 96th, 1Mth,
end 20%h ¥ings flying in that order, The 968k Wing put up sn "A" Grewp
compesed of lead mad lov left squadrons from the ﬁ‘nh and a high right
squadron from the Sh, and a "3" Group composed of lead and lov left
squadrons from the 466th, aad a high risht squedrom froam the MW5%th, 2k x 250
1b G.F. boubs were carried by the shipe of the Y7th Group »ad YW one seuadren
of the Y58th, € x 1000 1b 6,F,"s by ska MG6th, M€ x 100 1b O.P.%s Y one
squadron of the W58th, and 10 G 26 bembe by ome ship of the YETth, The ships
earried 2000 galloms of gaseline, JNomding was at an altitude of 20,000 feet,

b. Toroe Depatched,

hsssh Srewp L66w Orowp 281 Orowp

ah]OM.ﬂ. "‘,"...“a “‘,’h'.ff.
23 A/0 Attecked the 26 A/0 Avtngked the 2% A/0 Attacked the
1 A/C Avorted tue %o 1 A/C Adorted fue %o 0 A/C Adorted.

tirbe failure and smparohargsr 0 A/0 ¥Yere lost

ol leak, fallure,
0 AJ/C vere lost. 0 A/C Yere lomh,

-1‘-
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a. Narrative, 7The prisary target wae bombed vimally sad the
results wore sxcellemt by She Y588k Group, good Ly the Y67k, and falr Wy
the 4G6th, Wo enemy fighters vere seca and the flak ves meager. A noraal
asssubly was made by the Wiag snd the briefed route was adhered to.

o, The Division formation wae made up of the 1HA, 96A, 20th, 2¢,
143, and 96> ¥ings flying in that wder. The 96th ¥ing put wp sm "A* Grouy
somposed of & lead and low left from the %67th and » bigh right
squadron from the WG6th, mnd a "3 Group led by the USZth with three squadrons,
& squadron from the NETth on the high right and a squadroam frem the UGE6Sh on
the high high right, The "A" Group, comprising two scuadroms from the UETSh
and one fror the LMGGth, emrried 10 x 500 1b G,.. bombs, In the "B" droup
two scusirone from the USELh earried 300 1b G,/,'s, one squadron frem the
W58th 20 1b G,7,'s, and one squadrom from the 4GTth sad one from the MGGLh
carried K-AT's, A gascline load of 2700 gallome was oarried, The bombing
altitude of the "A" Oroup was 23,000 feet, and of the "5" CGroup 21,000 feet,

b. Forse Aapatched,

30 A/C Took off, #8 A/C Took off, 35 A/C Teok off.

30 A/C 24 not attsek 28 A/0 D14 not atisck 33 A/0 T4d not attagk
dae S0 waatber, dus to wenther, due to veather.

0 A/C ¥ere loes, 0 A/O Wers lost, 2 A/C Avorted for She

lock up in position

l-personnel error
0 A/GC Were lost,

¢. Harrative., 7The assewbly was seocomplished as schefuled and
the briefed course was followed until resching the cosst whem the misvisn
wvas sbandoned due to adverse veather gonditions, MNelther smesy airoraft
aor flek was encovatered emroute,

3. i Anvelved sa attagk in the ares

a, The Divislon formaiion was made up of the 24, 1ith, and 968h
¥iage flylng 1a that order, The soundroms em sash target flew im trail
stepped up at 300 feet eagh, with the lead squadroa at dombdiag altitude.
The 964k ¥iag put wp three squalroans from the )66tk Growp. The ships earried
2 x 250 1% C, 7, bomve and 2300 gallems of gasolime. Bombiang was at an
altitude of 23,000 feel.

-‘5-
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1/8/%  Yee 1% 416 Vadigourt, Monmtlouls The 466th & WETth Groups
Ferme, Remaisail, Pelloy- sad one squadron of the

sur Somms, Villers 1¥56th abandoned the mis-

L'Eopital, Bols ds Queue sion due to weather, Two

Comtesse, La Grande squadrons of N58th bombed

Vallee, 8 target of last resort
visually,

2/8 lo N7 Hission cancelled,

2/8/ W lo W18 20%h & 24 Wings
participated.

2/8/%  TYes 14 319 Blangersont, Haut Maisnil Three Groups of the 96%h

Remaimmil, Villers ¥ing bombed the primary
2 L'Hopital, Montlouis target by use of GH,
. Ferme, VWadicourt, Belloy-
m-b-o
3/8/W  Yes 147 420 3Bois de %meue Comtesse, Three Oroups of the 96th
la Grande Vallee, S5t, S8yl-Wing bombed the primary
vestre, la Koussoye, Mar- targets visually,
quette)/Yanbrechies, 14116/

k/g/uh  Yes 188 521 Restoeek. Three Oroups of the 96th
¥ing bombed the primery
target visually,

b/8/W  Yes 189 h22 Beis 4 Queue Jomtesse, One squadren of the W58tk
bonbed & target of
eppertunity visually.

5/8/%  Tes 150 423 Bruneviek (Vaggum A/7). Three Orowps of the 96th
Wing 'h::.l the primary
target vimally.

6/8/%  Yeou 151 &2k Hemburg (Einswardea). Three Greups of the 96th
¥ing h:d the primary

7/8/%  Yes 152 U425 Ohent-Terneusen. One squadrom of the UG6th
and ene squadren of the
W6Tth bombed the primary
target vimaslly, One
squadren of the U58%h
benbed a target of epper-
tunity.

8/8/¥s  Yes 153 426 Glastres Three Groupe of the 964k

' ¥ing bembed the primary
target vismally.

o)l e
i . i
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. Forae Dispateohed,

166th Crowp

Jz A/C Teok off,

35 A/C Abtacked the
primary larget,

1 A/C Avorted dus %o n
mechanicsl frilure,

0 A/C Yere lost,

@. Barretive. The primary target war bombed Yy OGN, No an ey
airgraft vere seem, tat modernte snd sgcurste flak was encountered, A good
sosanbly was accompli chad %y the Oroup and the brisfed roule was alosely
alhered to,
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96th 2 BD
Iete Aleyted 1.0, X.0,
o/s/%h  Yes 154 b2y

/e %
0/8/ ¥
1L/8/M  Yee

155
12/8/%%  Yes 15 W¥n
13/8/%%  Yes 157 W32
14/8/W Yoo 156 k13
15/6/%% Yoo 159 W34
16/8/%4  Yeou 160 %35

18/8/8% Yo 161 437

22/8/Wh  Yes 162 M38

24/8/%  Yes 163 M39-

5/8/%  Tes 164 ko

>/8/W Tes 165 W2
26/8/W%  Yes 166  %u3
L ¢ 16
/w2 W
30/3/%  Yes

g &

by

Strasbourg
Reims

Seine Ares
Dole/Tavaux
Vechta
Magdebdurg

Yolppy

Misburg
labeck
Tertre (Pelglum)

Dalmen

Oriendurg & Maovw
Villers L'Hopital

¥ing bosbed the primary
target visually,

Three Groups of the 96th
¥ing bombed the primary
target visaally,

Three Oroups of the 96th
¥ing bombed the prisary
Sarget visually.

Three Uroups of ihe 56%h
¥ing bombed the primary

'7
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