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HEADQUARTZIRS EIGHTH ATR FORCE
AAF STATION 101
APO 634

INIOPS SUMBARY NO, [296 / (
| . 7L :d

PERIOD: 0001 hours 20 February to 2400 hours 20 February 1945 f’r—J

A, STATISTICS

Total Effective Losses
Sorties * Sorties = Tommage Claims E/A AL O Wotals NYR

Heavy Bomber Atks, 1264, 860 2176.9 0-0-0 O 6 8 14 1

Fighter Escort 478 438 0 2-0-0A 0 1 7 8 3
8-0-2G

Fighter Sweeps (a) 209 12-0-14 0
35=1=-20G

Fighter Bombing ' 0 0=0-0 O
Photo Recon. 15 0=0-0 0O
Weather Recon, 55 0 Q=)
Air/Sea Rescue 19 0 0=0=0

Special Operations 63 60 5845  0~0=0

Totals 2085 1619 223544 14 =0=1A
L 5=1=22G

(a) Groups based on continent did not operate

B. OPERATIONAL SUNMARY

1, Bomber Atte cks

OSEHEHRHODOEPCOZC

1264 a/c (904 B-17s, 360 B=24s) from three Air Divisions sortied in
three forces agninst targets at Nurnberg. Second Divisicn :bandoned mission
due to adverse cloud condition enroute to target. 860 a/c dropjod 1657.0

~ fons GP, 519.9 tons IB - total 2176,9 tons on assigned targcts and Ui T/0s.
Bombing with H2X teclmique and visual assists, Weather: 8/10 to 10/10 cloud
in target arca, B/A Opposition: nil, Claims: nil., Losscs: 14 B-17s (6 to
AL, 8 to unknown reasons), NYR: 1 B=24,
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First Foroe
el T R A

360 B=2hs (2nd Air Division) sortied against Nurnberg e.A..N. Tank Plant,
A/C abandoned operation ot about 5000N=0400 to O500E aftor encountering a thick
layer of olouds from 13 y000-25,000 fect, The force deviated forty miles south
of' cowrse but cven thon could not get around the middle and low cloud. 1 a/e
became scparated from formation and wont on to bomb Steig (SE of Freiburg in
Badon = L4757M-080€L), droppihg 2,5 tons € and IB at . 1230 hours from 22,000
foete E/A Opposition: nil,  Claims: nil, TLosses: nil, IMWR: 1 B-2k,

Fightor Support; Three groups (141 P-51s) sorticd. Up 0941-1014 hours,
dowmn 1445-1650 hours. 123 effoctive sortics. E/A Opposition: 2 W-160s, flying
at about 300 f'cot over autobahn near Ingolstadt, bounced and de:ilioyed,
Windischunleibach 4/F strafed for claims of 8-0-2, Ottingen and. Deiningen A/Fs
dive=strat'ed but flak was found too intense to go dovm, T/8 jet scon paralleling

bombur trrack vicinity of Brusscls., Mo lic=262s
combati,

-t

gighted Saarbrucken arsa, No
Claims: 2-0-0 air, B-0-2 ground, ILossos: 1 P-51, belicvud to AA,

(Tl =

Details of bomber attack as follows:
Assigned Targets

sortics Effective Sorties  Tonnage Results
GEgarTs. o T

e

P
A
G
E

Nurnberg M.A.N. Tank Plant 360 A1l abandoned mission

Other Targcts

Steig City (1/0)

vy =

e _ 2 1.0 Unobserved

Totals . 360 1.0

Lezond Force

Twelve group formations (450 B=17s, 3rd Air Division) sorticd against
Nurnberg /Y and shops. 428 a/c dropped 851,0 tons GP and 200,7 tons IB on
assigned tarpget and 10 T/0s at 1313=1352 hours from 22,300 to 27,000 fcet.
Bombing with H2X technique and some visual, Ieaflots dropped in lurnberg arca,
Weather: 9/10 vith small broak at target, Flak: moderate to intense and
accuratc. Battle Damge: 2 Gat. "', 25 major, 127 minor. B/A Upnosition
nil, Olaims; nil. Losses: 10 a/e (4 to Ay 6 to unknom causes), NYR; nil,

O HODWPCOZC

Fightor Support: Four groups (170 P-51s) sorticd. Up 1055-1055 hours,
down 1645-1656 hours, 163 effective sorties.. B/A Oprosition: nil. 1/
Claims: nil, Three groups strafcd transportation tarpgcts. Losscs: 6 a/o :
(5 to wnknown causes, 1 to accident). NYR; 3 a/c (belioved safe on continent),

Details of bomber attacks as follows:

Assi[;:led Targets Sorties

Effcctive Sorties Tonnags Results

CRETs
Nurnberg Station and MA 450 403 7904

—

195.7 Erobably Good

Other Targets

Schiltach

9 Misc. T/0s
Totals

1.0 Unobserved
5 __Ll Unobserved.
ol

200




=

OHnHEHOOPCOQOZCS

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

SECRET

Third Force

' Twolve group formations (454 B-17s, 1lst Adr Division) sorticd against
Nurnberg Jiiin Station and /¥, and Nurnberg RR work shops, 431 a/c dropped
804.5 tons GP and 318.2 tons IB on secondary (Nurnberg }M/Y-H2X) and 3 T/0s
at 1229-1247 hours fron 2l.,600-27,800 feet, Target bombed vilth H2X tcehnique
with visual assists., Ieaflets dropped ‘in Nurnberg area. Weathor: 8/10 to
9/10 cloud at target. Flak: meager to moderate and generally incacurate.
Battle Damage: 12 mujor, 67 minor. E/4 Opposition: nil, Cluimg: nil, ILosses:
b a/ec (2 to 4L, 2 to unknown causes), NYR: nil,

Fighter Support: Three groups (167 P=51s) sortied. Up 1000~1029 hours,
dovm 1515-1530 hours, 152 efi'cctive sorties, B/A Opposition: nit, A s/e jet
a/c followed bomber track at 40,000 feet, no combat, One group strafed pground
tergets, IL/A Claims: nil., Iosses: 1 a/c to wnknovm causes, MNR: nil,

Details of bomber attacks as follows:

Assipgned Targets Serties BEffective Sorties Tonnage Results
cP IB

Nurnberg Main Station & M/y 380 : 428 798.8  315.7 Good=Unob,

Nurnberg RR Workshops Th Not Attacked .

Other Tarpgets

3 T/0s 5 5.7 __2.5 Unobserved

Totals 431 80.5 318.2

2. Fighter Bscort

10 groups (478 P-51s) sortied as suppart to three bomber f'orces., Up
0941~1055 hours, down 1445-1645 hours, 438 effective sortics, E/i Opposition:
2 FW=190s destroyed at 300 fceet over autobahn, vieinity Ingolstadt, Five
groups strafed ground targets. E/i Claims; 2-0-0 s/e air , 3-0-2 ground,
Iosses: 8 a/o (6 to unknown causes, 1 to A4, 1 to accident). IiYR: 3 a/c.

Growid Claims as f'ollows:
Destroyed Damnged

Locomotives : 49 6
0il Storage Tanks 8
Geods Wagons
Stai'f Cars
Passenpger Cars
Hangors

Switoh Towers
Ammunition Cars
Factories
Buildings
Trucks

0il Cars

10

5
3
0
2

b
U
1
6

FHOHHONNU‘IO

e
{0
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3« Fighter Sweops

TR
Four groups (177 P-51s, 32 P-47s = 209 a/c) sortied against rail and

road traffic. Up 0924-1013 hours, dowm Ui45-1513 hours, 194 sortics eoffectives

E/A Opposition: 7-8 FI 156 (Fieseler Storchs - irmy Liaison a/c) attacked

35 milcs NE of Nurnberg. 1 le=109 attacksd SW of Nurnberg, 6 s/e light a/c

encountered at 500 feet near Straubing, 1 Mc=109 destroyed in landing pattern.

411 groups strafed ground targots, E/A Claims: 12-0-1 air, 35-1-20 ground.,

Losses:’ 7 P~51s (5 to unknown causes, 1 to AA, 1 to mechanical difficulties).

NYR: 15 P-51s (mjority believed safe),

Ground Claims as follows:

Destroyed Damegcd

Locomotives 110 o)
RR Cars 165
Trucks 1y
0il Cars 23
Switch Houses
Passenger Cars
Staf'f Cars
Radio Station
Warehousc
Ammunition Cora
Factories,
Buildings

Radar Tower

Flak Emplacement
Power Plant
LUI:.lbOI.' Yard

L& X
WHDOOH-P'I—'OC)OH\HCD"-J

Fighter Bombing

Nil,

Photo Reconnaissance

Day = 20 Fcbrua

16 a/c sortied as follows:

OB HAEHLDn>PCO2C

b a/c (3 F-5s, 1 Spitfire) escorted by 6 P-51s, sorticd on day photo
missions. 1 F-5 successfully obtained D/i photos in Nurnberg arca; 1 F=5
mission was cancelled; 1 F-5, 1 Spitfire failcd to obtain photos duc to clouds,
411 a/c rcturned safely,

2 F=5s escorted by 4 p-51s, sortied, obtaining 7; photos of Frankfurt,
fanau, Fechonhem, Rumphenheinm and Offcnbach 1/Ys. A1l a/e comploted mission
and rcturned safely,
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Night = 20 February

2 Mosquitoes sartied, successfully obtaining nig;ht'photo-s of Holland,

No losscs,

6. Veother Reconnaissance

34k a/e (3 B=17s, 2 Hosquitoes, 29 P«51s) sorticd as follows:

1 B~17 flew routine reconmissance,

1 B-17 flow routine flight over sea to NW of Iands End,

1 B-17 flew routine flight to the Azores, i

2 losquitoes £lew weather flight over southern and eastern Germany,
29 P-51s weather scouts for bomber operations. 1 a/c returncd’enrly.

No losscs,

7 ° 1‘;ir/Sca Re SC{I.@

12 a/c (18 P-47s, 1 PBY) sarticd on.routine search and patrol, 1
,incident, 1 pilot rescued,

8. Special Operations

63 a/c (56 B-24s, 1 B-17, 2 P-bls, 4 Mosquitoes) sorticd as folTows:

vy =

Day =~ 20 February

b a/c (1 B-17, 1 B-24, 2 P-513) sorticd as airborne radio rclays, All
A2 completed mission and returned safely.

11 B-24s sortied, dropping leaflets over Holland and Germony. 1 a/c
returned early due to mechanical failure, All-a/c returncd safcly,

7 B=24s sortied on RCM mission, jamming from 0720-1000 hours, All a/c
returned safcly, !

3 Mosquitocs sortied on chaff dispensing mission in support of lst Air
Division bomberse A4ll a/c returned safely, '

1 Mosquito sortied on special operetions for 2nd Air Division but was
recalled duc to adverse weather conditions, L/c returncd safely,

UmHEHODO>ROQOZ S

Night - 20/21 February .

50, B-2)s sortied agninst Neustadt M/y, dropping 58.5 tons on assigned
target on PFF with unobserved results, i '
Clairs and ILosses: nil,

. { B=24s sortied on special operation, 1 a/c aborted. Claims and
losses: nil, .
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G, INTELLIGENCE

l. Enemy iir Opposition e i

There was no enemy opposition to the mission of 20 February, The only
claims of the day were scored on low flying enemy airoraft by groups which
were strafing, Sightings of jot a/c were less than usual, No groups had

oprortunity to engagec.,
2, Flak

Nurnberg = Moderate to intense y accurate
Stuttpart- Meager, inaccurate
Kerlsruhe=- loderate, accurate

3« Observations

4 large, very actiye factory at 4808-0812E (Triburg) vith 3 RR tracks
leading into it., Consisted of 10-12 big briock buildings. The plont seemed to
be built on a hill,

Cheb and Cheb/Oberochon A /Fs- 35 plus u/i e¢/a on cach,

‘Kirchenlaibach /Y filled, :

L/F at Weiden (4940—1209:5}) =35 plus He-111, 8 Me-110s, 1 Fi/=190, 1 Me=
109, 1 Me=41O » Well dispersed and camouf'lage,

A/F at Straubing - 50 plus a/c = all types,

-

4. Damage to Enemy Installations

W

Nurnberg M/ and Tank Factory = Unobscrved e Good Results

Attack by 2nd Forcc = 3rd Air Division

Murnberg was attacked by 34 squadrons of 3rd Air Division corrying 850
and 500 GP and 500 IB bombs. Cloud. cover, contrails, haze and smoke plus the
fact that several photo ships flow with other groups than their own makes
interpretation very difficult, Patterns from six squadrons are secn through
clouds blanketing the main 1/Y south of the tanlk factory. One pattern appears
to blanket most of the tank factory, One pattern is seen in the open area to
the east of the yards and at least two main patterns plus seversl small u/i
groups of bursts are secn at the southwest cdge of the tovn, one pattern
blanketing the junction. Two patterns extend north from the tanl factory .along
the east edge of tom. Of the remaining squadrons, only plot dom outside of the
city and almost all of them are in the built-up area., Large fires werc started
in the city and one or two small oxplosions were observed in the M/Y,

URmHTAHOnDWOPCOZC

Attack by 3rd Force - lst Air Division

Cloud of 8/10~10/10 density covers city and surrounding territory,
making it impossible to plot main veight of bombs dropped. Through breaks in
cloud it was possible to plot nine paptial concentrations of GP and IB bombs
in the center of the oity and in suburban areas., Individual pinpointing of
strikes was not possible, Two concentrations of bombs could be scen bursting
in and adjacent to the western portion of the main railrosd stotion in goods
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—

yard area, Damage to thesc installa

tions and to the hoavily builb-up areas
narth and south should be scvere .

4 Fircs could be secn burning in this arca late
in the attack., Onc concontmtionfpartinlly hidden by cloud could bc scen
bl{‘nk‘?tinﬁ the Sicrmens Schuckert Werke, menufacturers of electric motors and
transformers, with possible dircet hits to installations in the area, Another
partial concentration could be scen immediately north of the plant of
Maschinenfabrik augsburg-Nurnberg, manufacturers of submarine cngines and
hc-'l’ﬁ-".}’ tenks, A group of bursts could be seen through heavy cloud in rail
traffic conoontration in the southern part of Murnberg, One concentration of
bombs could be secn bursting in the central city arca immediatcly north of

the min railroad station. This is a fully built-up and residentinl section,
A group of-bursts could be seen covering a rail intcrscetion 2 3/l miles
southvest of main station. Mo other partinol concentretions could be scen

N opail arcas 3 1/h miles W-Ni, and 3 1/4 miles W-SW of main railroad station
respectively, Additioml bombs could be seen falling townrds cerntral city
arca and many industrial instollations in center part of city, Muajority of

these bombs should f£all within the city limits cnd damage to Nwmberg should
be scverc,

rnH ==

P
A
G
E

NOTE: The foregoing is bascd on preliminary reports and is not to be
used for record purposes,

o =

OUnmHEHLmWL>PCOoO=Z2S
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458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date [Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT BARNHART, L REC . 42-51215 215 T A% . UNKNOWN 024 RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT BECKSTROM REC - 44-40134 134 R Ja -- UNKNOWN 039 RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT BESTEN REC - 42-95108 108 B Z5 -- ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11 RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT BROWN, R REC - 42-50449 449 W J4 . HEAVENLY HIDEAWAY RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT CANADAY REC - 44-40298 298 E Z5 -- THE SHACK RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT CHIMPLES REC . PHILLIP 42-51939 939 G J3 -- UNKNOWN 028 RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT DANE REC . O'NEILL 44-49261 261 A J3 . UNKNOWN 042 RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT DYER REC - BETZOLD 42-51936 936 I J3 -- UNKNOWN 027 RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT EIDELSBERG REC . 44-40118 118 S J4 . WE'LL GET BY RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT ELLIS REC . RUE 42-95557 557 H J3 . LADY PEACE RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT EVERETT REC . 42-95183 183 u 5 . BRINEY MARLIN RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT FERRIELL REC - 41-29352 352 K v -- WOLVE'S LAIR RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT FLETCHER REC . 42-51199 199 A 5 . UNKNOWN 023 RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT GRICE REC . 42-100425 425 ¢} 1A% . THE BIRD RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT HERDTI REC . 42-95120 120 M 5 . HOOKEM COW / BETTY RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT HINER REC - 42-50502 502 E I -- LARRUPIN' LINDA RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT HODGES REC - 44-40285 285 H Ja -- TABLE STUFF RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT HOEY REC - 42-50912 912 D Ja -- THE TRAVLIN' BAG RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT HOOD REC - 42-50555 555 A Ja -- BABY SHOES RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT JACKSON, WE REC - 42-95316 316 H Y -- PRINCESS PAT RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT KLEIN REC - 44-40287 287 J J4 - BACHELOR'S BEDLAM RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT LAIRD REC - 42-51514 514 B 1A% - BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT McCARTNEY REC - 42-51206 206 S I -- THE PIED PIPER RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT MINOR REC - 42-50578 578 F Z5 -- SKY ROOM RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 |NUREMBURG TANK FACT PATAK REC - 44-10491 491 | 5 - THE IRON DUKE RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT SEALY REC - 42-100408 408 I Ja -- LADY LUCK / THE BEAST RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT SIMPSON REC - 42-51270 270 A v -- MY BUNNIE 11 RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT SPRATT REC - 42-52457 457 Q v -- FINAL APPROACH RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
20-Feb-45 [NUREMBURG TANK FACT WILLIAMS, DK REC - 42-110141 141 U Ja -- BREEZY LADY / MARIE / SUPERMAN RECALL - 5042N 0341E WEATHER
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