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HEADOWARTERS 24 BOMB.KDLMENT DIVISION : 2d Bamb Div, U
LAR INT AP0 558 ¢ Initials_-< /¢
s Date_ ¢t ' §9-4uf,
L]

5k 2.9 8% % NS
4 May 1944

SUBJECT 3 Tactical Report of Mission, 12 April 1944.

~

TO Canmanding General, Eighth air Force, wiuF 101, AP0 634,

a, Date of Mission =~ 12 april 1944,
Targets and Units Participating -
lst air Task Force Primary Secondary

2nd Combat Wing Zwickeu - Center of Oschersleben -
389th Bamb Group Pleat and 4/C on 4D center of fac-
453rd Bazb Group tories
445th Bomb Group

14th Cambat Wing

Pr
LC

4th 4Lir Tagk Force Prinary Secondary

96th Combat Wing Oschersleben - Brunswick - Centc
L56th Bomb Group Center of Flant of 4/D Hangars an.

467th Bomb Greup Factories

458th Bamb Group

20th Cambst Wi

93?& Bem

L 6th Bow
L, 6th Boun

Last Resort Target - Any airdirome or industrial center pesitively
identified os in Germany or any airdrome in
occupied tarritory not adjacent to built-up

areisSe
2. Nat?rative.

a, 182 aircraft were dispatched to attack targets listed above,
Fighter support was provided by seven Groups of P-5ls, thrcee Groups of P-38s
. et r - ’ 3
and nine Gmroups of P75

tbe Group, Wiug and Air Task Force assemblies were acc caapliched without
incident, No difficulty was expericnced until departing @wncher 5. where alil
units encountered heuvy contrails and beginnings of dense haze and cloud layers.,
The 96th Combat Wing, leading 4tk air Task Forcc, abandoned the mission in
mide-channel, and the 20th Cambat Wing broke up during the climb, as a result
of these conditions. The 2nd and l4th ComborWings, comprising the 1st air
Task Force, lost contact at buncher 5 but regained control at the French Coast
duc to a serics of dog legs which the 2nd Combat Wing executeds Just inside
the German border increcasingly bad weather conditions finally foreccd the 1lst
4ir Tusk Farce leader to abandon the mission and return to basee

¢e Anti-aircraft fire was negligible, and fighter support excellent
wntil the 2nd Wing made its turn on abandcning the mission., In the turn,
20-30 enemy aircraft attucked the farmation, causing the loss of 5 aircraft.
Claims werc 10 cnemy aireraft destroyed and 5 probables.

For the Cammanding Generals () dl s f (ﬁ'{‘ 2 N T
s & amedi o iy

CHoPL A3 B. WFITOVER
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ECRET

Tactical Report of Mission, 12 Lpril 1944

3. Anti-Aircraft Fire,

@« Gunfire was encountered at Dunkirk, Lille, Courtrai, Charleroi.
Brussels and Lieges Green and yellow bursts were scen various
places,

o

v -
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Tactical Report of Mission; 12 .ipril 1944

4. Enemy Aircraft Encounters.

a, The 2nd Cambat Wing, leading the lst Air Task Force, reportcd
encounters and attacks, The Group flying the low left spot report
attacks by 30 to 4C ME 1095 and Fd4 190s, predominantly the latter.
Same long nosed 190s participateds In general no specific types of
tactics were used except in some cases where three E/A in trail
attacked fram the tail, while at the same time one E/a attacked
from nine o'clocke The attacks lasted about 15 minutes and occurred
as the Group turned to abandon the mission at 5018N-~0618E. Fricndly
fighters were called and they broke up the attack, This Group lost
five 4/C framn these attacks, The E/A were painted with yellow noses
and cowlings., Same were dark grey and brown, Some were silver,

The Group flying the lead pesition of the 2nd Wing roparted sighting
large nunbers of €E E// of which attacked, but did not press
hame their attacks, The E/4 concentrated on the Group in the low
left position, The Group in the high right position report no
encounterso

The l4th Conbat Wing followed the 2rd hy three minutes, Sightings
of two S8E E/i were made in the area of Liege, They passed under
the high right Cronp, spraying the low scction fram three o'clock,
Four mcre E/A, idecniified as two ME 109s ard two FW 1908, wers
sighted in the Charleroi area, They mode cne pass teoward the rear
of the lead Growps 411 sighiings cecurred on the wey back to basc,

No sightings of E/i were made by uniis making up the 96th and 20th
Combat Wings,

It is estimated that a total of 60 E/. were sighted by Groups of the
2d Division, These were entirely SE type, rredominantly F@ 190s,
These E/. were encountzred in an area just ncrvhwest of the country
of Luxemoourg, Througa a combination of circumstancos the: /4

<)

exploited an advactacge with telling effect, Thelr attacks w
centrat sd on the low left Crcup of the leading Combat Wing an
occurred just as this Group was turning to abeandon the misgicas
This, Dlus weather conditions prevalent at the time, gave ithe E/A
several minutes in ich Yo coacansrate their atitacks before being
driven. off by friendly x3

UMM >»rOQOZC
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COMBAT REPORT FORM (WING)

TARGET. WING DATE

TIME OF ATTACKS VICINITY OF ATTACKS

Attacks from
Above = —-—-—
level = ——
Below =/AMasanas

U
N
C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
E
D

Destroyed
Probable
Damaged
No Claim

Authorized for
reproduction

of __ copies

Copy No —
Authority C.G.

VIII Bomber Command
Sig.

Date
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5, Communications,

a, Channels,

(1) A carrier was on for five minutes at 1045, and again at 1138
interfering with traffic on VHF Division Channcl. Net dis-
cipline was pocr between 1235 and 1305 hours when more than
oune aircraft was transmitting at the same time, Mention wms
made twice of geographical. locations; once at 1243 and once
at 1435 hours, W/T Division channel was satisfactory.,

Navigational iids,
(1) GEE and other 2ids operated satisfactorily,
Equipment Failures and Performancc,

(1) Failnres reported were of & miror nat:

G

vy =1

UMMM OZC
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. A/C TaKING QFF
A/C DISPATCHED

. A/C ATTACKING
A/C NCT ATTACKING
A/C SORTIES

A
3
R
C
R

76T Trady 2T

RS

NO. r\/C

»nd od
v

NO. & TYFE

=HEQ

TOIMASGE

SNOILHPI0 JO X¥YITAS TYOILSILY1S

TARGET

HFrE o o <r BN DT

=3
GaEQE -3

e } ] ~
iVe UII A/

NCG.'& TYFB

OVRT V
' LUNNAGH

TOTAL ToilllaGE aLL TARGETS

10ST TO FLaK

{1

I0ST TO E/A

10OST TC FLaK-E/A

10ST TO 4CCID&NT

~ AL.QIUTIT

a HNKNOSN
CASUALTIES ~ KILLSD, wOUIDD )
SER.. SLT.. MI4 0-2-0-50
CLATMS - £/4 DSSTROYZD
PROB., Dail,, NO CLaLi G5Bl

MR 5500
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A/C ToKING OFF

A/C DISPATCHED

. AJC _ATTACKING

A/C NOT ATTACKING

A/C SORTIES

HEP QK

NO. A/C

"

SNl AR
HE QR

O\ EQE 3

NO. OF a/C

o =

0. & TIFE

AT o VD
TOENAGE

TOTAL TCONHAGE ALL.TARGETS

A/C LOST TO FLaK

A/C IOST 10 E/A

AJC 1OST TO FLaK-E/A

4/C 10ST TO 4CCIDENT

N

CASUALTIES ~ KILLED, .E'_Jm:)
SER. ., SLT,, iéIa

CLAIMS - E/A DeST: wm)
PROB., Daif,, NO CLaLi

A/C BATTLE DiuunGs
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HEADQUARTERS 24 BO: BARDIENT DIVISION

£F0 43y,

I GUN POSITIONS — B-2,4's

12 April 1944
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458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 4'33::1 ':/IIISO: Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last 3 | RCL | Sgdn lf\ll{s.i A/C Name Comments
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN ANDREW REC - 41-28733 733 P Ja - RHAPSODY IN JUNK RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN BARTON REC ABT 41-28682 682 | z5 - UNKNOWN 003 ABORT - RECALL #4 ENG OIL GASKET BLEW
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN COMBS REC - OLLUM D1 [42-100362 362 A z5 --  |SWEET LORRAINE RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN COUCH REC ABT 42-52353 353 J z5 - UNKNOWN 049 ABORT - RECALL LOST FORMATION
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN CRAGUN REC - 41-29352 352 K v --  |WOLVE'S LAIR RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN DAVIDSON REC - 41-28721 721 L Ja - DOWNWIND LEG RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN DAVIS REC - 41-29305 305 N z5 - I'LL BE BACK/HYPOCHONDRIAC RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN DeNEFFE REC NTO 41-28706 706 F Ja - DREAM BOAT/SPARE PARTS NO TAKE OFF - RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN GAINES REC ABT 41-28735 735 S Ja - UNKNOWN 005 ABORT - RECALL GAS LEAK RGT WING FILLER CAP
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN GLENN REC - JAMISON L1 |42-100433 433 B J3 9 BIG DICK HARD TO HIT RECALL (NAV NIXON )
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN GRANT REC - 42-52382 382 J v --  |WURF'LESS RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN GULICK REC NTO 41-29340 340 N v --  |YANKEE BUZZ BOMB NO TAKE OFF - RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN KECK REC - CHAMBERLAIN D2 |42-100341 341 A Ja --  |SATAN'S MATE RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN MELTON REC - 41-28719 719 Q J3 - PADDLEFOOT RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN NEDROW REC - 41-29303 303 H z5 - LIBERTY LIB RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN OLNEY REC - 42-52441 441 | J3 - LAST CARD LOUIE RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN SCHAAF REC - 42-52455 455 o v - PLUTOCRAT RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN SCHULZE REC ABT 42-100366 366 B z5 - MIZPAH ABORT - RECALL #4 ENG LOST OIL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN SCHUMAN REC NTO 41-29276 276 T Ja - URGIN VIRGIN/The ROTTEN SOCK NO TAKE OFF - RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN SLATON REC - 42-110059 059 E J3 - UNKNOWN 056 RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN STEWART REC - 41-29302 302 P v - NOKKISH RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN STILSON REC - 42-52404 404 Q z5 - BELLE OF BOSTON RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN TAYLOR, O REC - 41-28718 718 M v - BO RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN TOOMAN REC - HENSLER L2 |42-100431 431 B Ja - BOMB-AH-DEAR RECALL (NAV SULLIVAN)
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN UMPHREY REC - 41-29273 273 Q Ja - FLAK MAGNET RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN WATSON REC - 41-28738 738 o z5 - MEAT AROUND THE CORNER RECALL
12-Apr-44 |OSCHERSLEBEN ZIMMERMAN REC ABT 42-52457 457 Q v - FINAL APPROACH ABORT - RECALL #2 ENG LOST MANIF PRES
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