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37342 ' 9 april 1945
SUBJECT: Tactical .ndlysis of Mission 31 March 1945 — F. O, Glk.

TO : - Commanding Generals, .11 Combat Bomb liings, This Division, /PO 558.

This information is submitted for your conside;ration and ony action you deem
necessary.. The deductions and remarks made below are the results of the study of

mission reports and information obtained from Combat Wings and Groups,

: EFFECTIVE
B.ITLE ORDER  FPRIMARY - SECOND:RY SORTIES SORTIES

96th CBV Braunschweig (Vis.) Braunschweig /Y (H2X) 95 92
2ni CE‘ " " " " " 94
i Ilienhagen (Vis. Only)
20th -CBJ Hassel g " 94
14th CBy n " " ‘ : _96 .95
: 375

L. :Takeoff and ..sséubly

2. Tiwnes

Combat First ..ctual AsSsenbly Briefed Tine assembly
Wing Takeoff wltitude For @@ 1 - Time

96th 0527 14, 000 0725 :58
2nd 0530 1, 500 0728 :58
20th 0522 15,000 0731 2:09
Lsth 0530 14, 000 0734 : Ok
b, * Toakeoffs were pre-davm, approximately thirty minutes before civil
twilight - accomplished without incident,

Ce .sSsemblies - ,Jltitude originally set for 12,000 feet., Veather ship
reports received thirty minutes before takeoff time indicated middle cloud, tops
to between-11,000 and 12,000 feet. Because of the short time intervol remaining,
no change was made,

(1) i further check with Combat wing leaders regarding the best ad-
visable assembly altitude was made after aircroft had become airborne, «Ssenbly
altitude was set at 14,000 feet and coordinated via R/T.

(2) Some difficulty was experienced with haze and contrails (which
had been an expected possibility) at 15,000 feet and above,

(3) Units departed in good arder from one~half to two minutes late
and at eltitudes of fram 14,000 to 15,500 feet.

(&) 4 change in assembly altittde passed prior to tekeoff, if only
to Group leaders, vould possibly havé facilitated assemblies,

26 IJz;vigation - Penetration

% Landfall was made at briefed point on the Continental coast by all
Groups but the 445th; The 445th Group made a dogleg in order to get into proper
Combat Ving formation and as a result of this dogleg was north of course when
crossing the coast,  The Division colwn was twelve minutes in length at this
point, :

b, The route from landfoll to IP was flown generally as briefed by all
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Tactical ..nalysis of lission 31 March 1945 - F. .0. 644

units with the exception of the 458th, 49lst, 4L46th and 93rd Groups. The 458th
Group flew seven miles north of course on penetration, The navigator knew where
he was and informed the command pilot of his position, but the cormand pilot did
not see fit to correct back to the briefed route, The 491st Group flew about five
niles north of course to avoid prop wash of the Group ahead, The 446th and 93rd
Groups when informed by the Ving leader thdt their first priority target (Hassel)
was. covered find the third priority tapget (Brunswick) would be attacked, cut short
of course to:avoid flak, : : ; ;

.....Ca._The 96th Ying made good its IP and the bomb run was made as briefed,
The leed of the 2nd {fing made IP good and the run as briefed - however, the 445th
Group overran the IP by eight miles in order to uncover properly - the run was
uade from WSV to ENE instead of west to east. The '20th Wing nide the IP good and
had no trouble on the bomb run, The 1lith Wing also made good its IP.

3. Bambing jfalpsis

Qe 4ll units attacked the. Brunswick M/Y-by-H2X through 10/10 cloud with
unobserved results, Several instances. of H2X equippent failure were reparted, but
the affected units bombed on smoke markers of preceding Squadrons without difficuli
The high right Squadron of the 448th Groyp released - threc to five minutes early -

» the H2X nireraft had a bonbsight nalfunetion and bombs were released from H2X
signal. 7

~

n - vWithdrawal

, was made good by all Wings although the 20th i/ing rcpor‘tud con-
W% Division airecraft in the vicinity of the rally point, These cir-

fusion due to
the 1st Division had overrun their rally points and had come down into

craft fron
our areq,
" be The withdrawal was flown as briefed by 2ll units with landfall out
nade at the briefed point. .t londfall out the Division column was eight minutes
in lengths. Over the Channel, /ings were forced north of course to avoid clouds,

5« Fighter Support

% There vere five Fighter Groups providing close escort to.2.D Bombers.
The 479th /. and B Groups escprted the Observer lMosquito, the Secreening Force and
the 96th Coubat Wing, The 361st . and B were assigned to the first thirty air-
craft of the 2nd Combat Wing with the 355th i and B Groups on the rencining air-
craf't of_'tha;t Wing., The 2nd Cambat 1/ing was to split up and attack two different
't';rgets but when the decision was mcde to hit priority 2 target the 2nd Combat
Wing ‘remained as one unit, The 2nd wing, therefore, had two complete Fighter
Groups as their close escort, The 56th /. and B and the 4th . and B supported the
20th and 14th Combat Wings respcctively,

6. -Enemy /ction Encountered

Y ae «uttacks by approxinately twenty 1le262's were nade on the tail end of
‘ic 96th Wing and the first part of the 2nd wing. Threc Fighter Groups took part
in the defense and except for the initial passes broke up the attacks, The 479%h,
361st, and the 355th Groups all report encounters with Jet aircraft in the target
area and have clains of 0-0-8, The Jets again used clouds to hide their approaches
and evade, The initigl passes made by the Jets were the only ones successful and
resulted in the destruction of one B-24 and damaging amother, The Scouting Force
also took part in the melee and have clains of 1-0-1, Reports of sighting four
lel63's vere alsof received but no combat resulted,

bo ‘-mtiﬂ.ircr&ft
Antl-jarcraft
(1) No anti-aireraft was encountered on route,
B
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Tactical ..nalysis of Mission 31 Mcrch 1945 - F, 0. 6L

(2) at the target meager to moderate and very inaccurate anti-air-
craf't was encountered by all fomations., The attack was exceptionally well con-
centrated, and the fact that the l4th Wing attacked simultaneously with the 20th
Wing but on a different heading must have added considercbly to the confusion on
the ground, It is inpossible to determine what attenpted method of fire control
was employed,

(3) Pheconena - .. nunber of anti-circraft burstswere seen in the tar-
get area which emitted particles which appeared to burst again, These were prob-
ably incendiary pellets,

(4) Sorties - 35
4/C Lost to Flak - Nil
4/C Denaged by Flok - 5 (1.3.)

7. Losses

2 One aircraft, 389th Group - .drcraft was attocked by three Me262!'s
Just before the toarget (Brunswick), .dircraft burst into flome cnd disintergrated.
No chutes seen.

‘be One aircroft, v14.55rd Group - .ircraf't cought fire at the Dutch coast
enrcute to the torget (Bruns‘..'ick). Crews report seeing eleven chutes, .drcroft
crashed and exploded at 52501-0453E., No further informction aveiloble,

Ce One oireraft, 453rd Group - ircroft was logging behind Squadron for-
nation enroute honc due to mclfunction of superchirger, .ircraft was attacked by
tWwo 14e262's and pilot reported that he hod an engine shot out and one man injured,
sArcroft followed fomation to vicinity of Dwuser Loke and then headed for friendly
territory on the Continent., No further infarnation available,

8. Secouting Force

de Plamning - Two of thc Division's three targets were restricted to
visual attack only, and the third, Brounschweig, was designoted as the H2X target
for all units. Jltitudes rcquired for the visual cnd H2X targets differed, and
advance information was necessary to encble units to naintain cltitude should the
H2X torget be attacked,

b. Execution

(1) Scouts advised bombers of 10/10 cloud cover in the target areas
and recoauended the mointenanae of Division fomuation and the oltitude (22,500 feet
required for attack of Brunswick on H2X.

(2) Bonmbers reported wecther informction as being satisfactory,
(3) Comunications were good,

9. Screening Force

. Planning - For use in the normcl procedure on thc Braunschweig target.

b, Execution - Screening Foree wos not fanilicr with 2,D code words, did

not recognize the IP, and hence was late in pulling chead to drop chaff, - The Divi-
sion .ir Coumecnder decmed the screcning for the lecd units to be ineffective,

c. 25th Recon. Group 'bas been called re jarding complete briefing on
2D Field Orders henceforth,

10, Readar
H2X .nalysis
= i

NFIDENTILL
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+/C 4/C Over OK For OK For
Group Dispatched Target Noavigation Boabing  Renarks

389th
L45th
4L53rd

LA4th
392nd

491st

equipnent mclfunction
non-effective
ML,

(WO -
WAy

equipnent rialfunction
equipnent molfunction
equipnent malfunction

93rd
L6t
L1 8th

458th
L66th
L67th

FES WD
FEOWEN

equipnent mtlfunction

+

equipment mclfunction

v wes ped W

'!«F‘U’w\ﬁ
F+F WU,

LS I 40

(1) H2X perfomance on this mission is considered unsatisfactory -
nalfunctions could not be remedied in the =dir,

un

Blevin wes ser Y

b. GEE performnce on this mission is considercd satisfactory, Jo
was cncountired on the Ruhr chain but operation was unrestricted,

By command of licjor General KEPNER:
FRU.NCIS H., GRISWOLD

Brigadier Genercl US..
Chief of Stcff

-
-—
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Tactical .nalysis of Mission 31 Mcrch 1945 - F, 0. 644
wWeather Sumnary

30, 000 Forccast

d4. Forecast - Contruils - Moderate
to dense persistent within 1000 feet of
high cloud, Light rime¢ ice in medium
cloud on return route. Target winds:
at 20,000 - 280/60, at 25,000 - 290/70.

25,000

20 . 00
< J, 9,00

b. uctual - Contrails - light
to moderate seni-persistent 12 - 14,000
fcet on assembly - light non-persistent
18 - 19,000 feet over thc eastern North
Sea and 19 - 22,000 feet from O7E to
O09E. Light rinc ice in nediun cloud on
ascent and descent. Winds aloft about
10 degrees more northerly than forecast -
teaperatures aloft as forecast,

(Low cloud obscured over Continent)

—
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. Group_ }s58 STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS Primary: _ fBrunswick M/Y

SO {Part 1) _ © Ordered Tergets: Secondery: _jBrunswick M/Y HX
Date of Operation___ $1 Maxeh 1945 Division Field 6rder No._ @il
| Sortjes loresiitrect| on | No. " Number and * | _ hircraft lost | Time|Total
Squad- [Totallless [Sort-|ive [ISY 4/c 1Tpg £ Type of Bembs ' Flak U of {Time -
g ota 15e8s IP0T v ong. | ive |seay Lot Name of Target . =, 5. A N | Taxe lof Oon'ﬁrents
Ton e 8-F P> Xogat | Totd o, Largels tal|Flaklg/n |E/A fice | K : :
1 s att s S NS ORI LA ' /. o off [Mis'n . ;
o T R i NG W - I s 2 N Tk o) 10 SR {35 faa Jrzlasfaol 25 |27 - Lg
2 : ' 84 X 5007DX | ' gt |
tesd | 9 | 9 | 9| 9| - 9|50 munswiekw¥ 8 x Socuby| | |ossqd 172 | mx signting
2 (30 |20 [10 |10 | - | 10 |s7 mrunswickwy 56 X 500RDX w |
. 14 X 500u64 | - -
3 |10 {10 {10 [0 | - | 10 |87 Srunseiek WY 109 X 500%0% o
Total (29 (29 (29 |29 | - | 29 {87! Brunewiek WY 203 X 500RDK ' : : .
- 25 X 50016k Py dires 1 | essel are
- § E : _ ' , _NON-EFFECTIVE SORTIE SUMMARY (Part 3)  , L e
Tot-iiCauses ,of Non-Effectives Incidents of Mechanigal and Fguipment Failures '
el 0 § g . 08 Hoag qd olg ' 4
L R S slol e gl g8 . d488¢d29 e lead2a 58] .8]8% Conze nts
fff o T e el G =1 O Sl1aB ?B_r-; naasa')‘é-p-pmgfoo aflomdss we logl 0 ' ’
Bortll 81 5 IZ5(SS|38 B 2122821583 HE9A9HET 18|35 928|BR{82|R8
ies |l = | & (8282125 1 81 8 |Salan ool Joanddae [Oa (AMuoh [Sn [Mmoldw
W A7 | k8 th9 |50 )51 534 _Sh| 55 |56 {57 158 59l 60 {61 { 62 |63 |6 bs |66 7 o
L - : : | E
R
a !
1 1
Foofnote j1 : . _ : ok !
d Foolnote |2 :
Footnote (3



TLSI00 NO. 346 FORMATION PLAN 31 sarch 1945
Lead Squadron - Linceln Red # 1

J3 s 9381

Scope 8AF Cqut RO
Healy-Goodfriend sand, d
J3

Hexdti

T 55TA 25 : 456D 25 1 018J
24D Cent, X-20 24D K=22 air
Hellis_ Patak hoadesg
75+ 2981 8ax 75 . Gi®0  ACH 75 1 1797
Daniel Heltz K-21
25 ; 183U 25 3 126L
K-21 K-22
2nd_Squadren - Lincoln Red 2
_Heffman
J3 1 6694
Sceps 2iD 8ar
Johnson_ Sievertsen 0'deagan
J3 1 7437 7V 5148 TV 3 4873
200 scope 818 K-21
Sraven Farrisll Ledrd
TV 1 2865 TV 3 7660 TV ¢ 4e4F
K-21 K-21 24D =ACK
Jackson ydeL.
W& 1104
3rd_squodron - Lincols Red f 3
illiams,D.K.
J3 i 837l
Scope-K-20  8uF 8.F
oye d4ilburn  LaJeunesss
2 3375 74 24D J4 3 T6BY J& : lelU  8AF
Hartewick _Hadden K-21 51
JE ¢ 163 T4, 2ne J& 1 285H
8AF K-21 210 =R K-21 #F
Marting Mentgemery Carter.
7V s 5676 J4 3 200F A J4 1 602
Dentlar
SPiTS DISP, Ji 1 2875
J3-628K (PFF) 11
J3-618T (vis) 32 BO4B LOAD = 12 X 5007 GP's
25-576F 24D 13 1/10 N.- 1/100 T,
15 21
Ery
423
WzZeT WEST B.ST
DISE__ &/3 _ T.0, VG DISP P 4/C 7.0 a/C ___Digp,
24 9361 1 32 4878 16
26 557H 3 31 1. 17
18, 669 3 33 5028 18
28 T4 4 28 424F 19
15 8375, 5 32 2065 20,
17 740, 6 21 768Y  §1
21 456D 7 22 217F 42
25 6400 8 . wfkl . 23 140 49
P T -1 gr.: 2 w24 6021 38
8 1261 10 e 25 200F 44
12 183 1 26 285H 45
15 179p 12 27 1634 49
23 2967 13 28 2870 49
3¢ 5148 14 27 567G 29

29 7660 15



458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK ALLEN, G 216 30 PHILLIP L1 42-51936 936 I J3 27 UNKNOWN 027
31-Mar-45  BRUNSWICK BURMAN 216 22 42-50502 502 E 1A% 56 LARRUPIN' LINDA
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK CARTER 216 2 44-10602 602 E J4 41 TEN GUN DOTTIE
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK CRAVEN 216 31 42-51206 206 S A% 54 THE PIED PIPER
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK DANIEL 216 7 42-95183 183 u z5 95 BRINEY MARLIN
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK DANTLER 216 6 44-40287 287 J J4 57 BACHELOR'S BEDLAM
31-Mar-45  BRUNSWICK DYE 216 8 42-50740 740 Q J3 31 OUR BURMA
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK FERRIELL 216 24 44-50766 766 J A% 4 YOU'VE HAD IT
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK HADDEN 216 31 44-40277 277 P J4 57 MISS USED
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK HARTSWICK 216 15 42-110163 163 M J4 79 TIME'S A WASTIN
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK HEALY 216 30 GOODFRIEND D1 |42-95557 557 A J3 43 LADY PEACE TYPO (S/B 555A or 557H)
31-Mar-45  BRUNSWICK HERDTI 216 20 42-95018 018 J z5 97 OLD DOC'S YACHT
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK HOFFMAN 216 16 L2 |42-95628 628 K J3 23 UNKNOWN 038 REPLACED 669
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK HOLTZ 216 6 44-40126 126 L z5 76 SPITTEN KITTEN / SKY TRAMP
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK JACKSON, WL 216 19 42-51110 110 M A% 99 TOP O' THE MARK
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK JOHNSON, C 216 15 42-51743 743 F J3 28 UNKNOWN 006
31-Mar-45  BRUNSWICK LAIRD 216 18 44-40424 424 F A% 5 MONYA
31-Mar-45  BRUNSWICK LaJEUNESSE 216 21 42-110141 141 u J4 50 BREEZY LADY / MARIE / SUPERMAN
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK MARTIN, W 216 4 41-29567 567 G 1A% 22 MY BUNNIE / BAMBI
31-Mar-45  BRUNSWICK MONTGOMERY 216 8 42-51200 200 F J4 7 STINKY
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK O'REGAN 216 20 44-10487 487 R A% 52 Girl on surfboard (no name)
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK PATAK 216 21 42-50640 640 e} z5 37 BUGS BUNNY
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK RHOADES 216 27 42-51179 179 P z5 85 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK SANDERS 216 7 42-95108 108 B z5 75 ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11 REPLACED 456
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK SIEVERTSON 216 35 42-51514 514 B A% 31 BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK SLOAN 216 5 44-40285 285 H J4 76 TABLE STUFF TAIL # & RCL HAND-NOTED
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK WALLIS 216 12 44-40298 298 E z5 49 THE SHACK RCL "E" HAND-WRITTEN
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK WILBURN 216 20 42-50768 768 Y J4 46 ARISE MY LOVE AND COME WITH ME
31-Mar-45 | BRUNSWICK WILLIAMS, DK 216 16 L3 |44-48837 837 L J3 22 UNKNOWN 041
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