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HE/DQUARTERS 24 LIR DIVISION
. 4PO 558
: : =T | 8 Lpril 1945
Tactical ‘-;nclysi's'oi‘ ltission 25 March 1945 - F. 0. 641.
Cormonding Gendrols, /11 Combat Banb Vings, This Division, iPO 558,

This information is sutmitted for your consideration and any action you deem
necessory. The deductions and remarks made below are the results of the study of -
mission reports cnd infomation obtained from Combct Wings and Groups.

EFFECTIVE
BLITLE ORDER  PRDMRY SECONDARY SORTIES  SORTIES

20th CBV " Buchen (Vis.) Rotenburg (Vis.) 58
Lith CBV Hitzacker " Fassberg Ly 63
96th CBY/ " " " " 87
2nd CBV/ Ehnen " Celle " 6l

—

24D 272

1. Takeoffs, ..ssembly and DL

2, Takeoffs ¥

(1) .21 tokeoffs were momal except thot the 389th Group's takeoff
time was delayed because of conflict between it and the 458th Group. The 389th
Group was using Plate I and the 458th Group, Plate 2, The actual delay was five
minutes, '

b. .ssembly and DAL

(1) .ssembly altitude was changed from 12;000 to 10,000 fect because
medium cloud began to fove in from the west at tokeoff time, Fifteen minutes prior
to scheduled time for leaving Control Point 1, weather séouts advised that units
should approach the DAL from the north and west at 7,000 feet rather thon from the
south at 12,000 feet. Combat ilings were advised and let down accordingly

Cambat First lotual ° ,issemb. Briefed Time Assembly
Wing Tokeoff altitudes For GP 1 Tine

20th 0530 7,000 0730
U th 0535 7,000 0732
96th 0550 8, 000 o734

2nd 0555 9,000 0737

24 Nevigation - Penetration

8. Before reaching the Continent, the Division experienced difficulties
which were to affect the entire nission,
«» force of the R.F

Om-=THnOOYP>PCOZC

b. .t penetration all units were late,  Time behind schedule varied for
the different units. The result.was that the Division was more of o colunn of
Groups than one of Wings., Coming into mn area of better visibility, the units
adjusted themselves as nucch as possible while ‘eriroute to the IP's. Wing ‘integ-
r11_:y was better after the Zuider Zee area with the exception of the 467th Group
which flew with the 14th \/ing and one Squadron of the 4L8th Group which flew with
the 96th Ving until the IP was reached, Ttk '
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Tactical inalysis of Mission 25 March 1945

C. Routes to the IP's were generally good, The lith Combat Wing and the
96th fing approached their IP from the. south and continued the run due north to
the target, naking the IP good, The only other deviation was the 2ml Wing which,
because it wog late, flew from landfall to Control Point 3 -~ thus cutting out. the
turn south of Duririer Leke, i . :

d. Routes frory thé Ip's to the targets werc direct. The Sguadron of
the 448th Group, attached to the 96th Wing, proceeded to its assigned target by
the briefed route, "Phis Squadron attacked the barget five minutes after the rest
of its Group, : :. T : .

3. Bombing Lnalysis )

0. 411 torgets a;asiéneﬂ to 2iD were mtad(od' ‘visuclly' with good to_ex-
cellent results, e fe R : oo o iy

n 5

“be - The 2nd Cambat Wing attocked the pri;ery:torget, Ehmen, with good
Sonme difficulty was ‘experienced from bomb suoke by sane of the Squadrons,
The HR Squadron of the 453rd Group had o C-1 nalfunction which resulted in a short
run and caused bonbs to hit over and right,

¢. The lhth Combat Wing bombed;tha prinarylr torget, Hitzhcker, with good
results, The only difficulty experienced Wwas banb- smoke in the target area,

J
d. The 20th Combat Wing bonbed its prinary target, Buchen, with good re-

sults, Bomb amoke again coused soue. dfficulty in the last Squadrons aver the tar-
get. The lead bombardier of the 93rd Group; in spite of o bombsight nalfunction,
placed 9% of his bomb lood within 2,000 fee{ of the 1PI - knowing the bonbsight
pays off well, ” ‘ R AR

; The 96th Combat Wing completed a day of good bonbing,  .gain bonb i
stoke hompered the last Squadrons over the target, Seven ./C of the 2md Squadron
of the-458th Group released early due to an electrical release nelfunction.” Wing
crews should be aware of the distance remcining to the target (by means of pilotage
and in the case of an accidental release will know the bomb release point has not
been reached; Watch the leader, check the target, check your position to the tor-
get and do not be foeled into scattering your bombs over the open fields, Drop
your bombs on the leader on the tarset, ' ; 2

4. Navigation - Vithdrawal

2, Rallies were good except for the one Squadron of the 448th Group which
wos out of the Division colurn, This Squadron was subsequently attacked by Jet
fighters, :

b. In withdraving, the \7ings were ordered to use the alternate route out,
This was well done by the 20th. The two Groups of the 14th Wing separcted on the
route ond the 392nd Group nade landfoll out about tielve niles right of course.
The 96th Combat Wing cone out nearly on ¢ourse - the 2nd Wing was well off course
due to an error in plotting if the ing lead ./C - however, Control Point 5 was
nade good, J

¢ In returning to England, the Groups separated in preparation for
let down through the niddle clouds, The routes followed by nost of the Groups
Wwere necessary to accomplish the let down, safely, .The 49lst, 458th,  and L466th
Groups passed closer to the Frisian Islands thon is considered safe fron flok -
however, they reported none cngquntéred ob this route, . - - g

n
Q

5« Fighter Support

8. Headquorters, Eighth jir ¥orce, assigned- the 56th, 479th .. and B,
4th . and B, 355th ., ond B, and the 339th Fighter Groups, as closc escort to the
2/D Bombers, Due to wecther, the fighter support was chonged and the 352nd and
361st Groups replaced the 4Lth and 339th Groups,
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Tactical .nalysis of Mission 25 lMareh 1945

b. /11 Groups R/V as planned although Bombers were late.

cs The Bomber stream wos scouted by enenmy ./C fron the Meppel crea.
Fighters observed these planes but the latter were too high cbove thes to be en~
gaged,

6. Eneny iction Encountered

t. There were two separate atcccks on the Bomber stream Wy Jet ./C. The
first attack occurred between 1015 and. 1020, Vinegrove 2-l1 reported an attack in
the target area but the Jets were driven off by unidentified P-51's - the latter ig
belicved to have been the Scouting Force,

(1) The second cttack came at 1045 when Jets attacked the 96th Combat
Wing fron five o'clock high, The LL Squadron, 448th Group, flying with the 96th
Wing, bore th¢ brunt of the attack, The Jets shot down at least two B-24's before
the attack was broken up by escort,

(2) The Fighters of the 65th Wing clain 3-0-2 Jets in the oir,

b. inti-jircraft Fire

: (1) Enroute, meager /. firo was encountered ot Enden, Nienburg,
Louenburg, iietzen, and Domitz.

(2) Two Groups attacked Buchen - no ... fire was encountered by the
lead (93rd) Group - meager, inaccurate ... fire was encountered by the second (448th
Group.

7. Losses

a. One ,/C, 448th Group -~ Known to have been shot down by Jet Fighters
in the target (Buchen) area, ;

b. One ./C, 448th Group - ./C crashed into the Bgltic Sea, one mile off
the coast of Sweden - seven rescued, one dead, one missing,

¢. Three ./C, 4uBth Group - .11 ./C believed lost to Jet Fighter ottacks
in the torget (Buchen) area, :

8. Scouting Force
2. Planning - Nomal target and route weather Scouting Forces were planngc

#n° alternate withdrawal route was planned and Scouts were to, advise ifs this route
should be used,

b. Execution
; (1) Scouts gave accurcte reports throughout the nission. Targets
werc visucl and no trouble was encountered, The Scouts were of grect assistance on

penetration and withdrawal - they recormended the alternate withdrowal route,

9. Screening Force

2. No Screening Forcc was planned since only one Of the targets ( Buchen)
vios defended and visual conditions were to prevail,

10, -Radar
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CONPF

Tactical ..nalysis of Mission 25 Mcreh 1945

Group a_@_ gA} Over _QK.For Renarks
Dispatched Target Navigoation

389th
445th
458rd

1 non-effective
1l equipment nclfunction

93rd
4u6th
L4Bth. -

#92nd
Lhth -
491st

1 non-effective

R "L B

458th
L66th
4L67th

W : : :
U‘l#‘#‘# LN 'O W hW
¥

FIFEFFE o o

& .
.| FRPSPLINS
?rr;— WRN £ OF  woiw

(1) H2X perfornance on this mission was excellent. One .,/C, 453rd
Group, -could not bomb with the equipment - which, however, was satisfoactory for
navigation, -

b.". GEE operation on this mission was restricted, Therc was bad Jaring
on the Ruhr chain, The average moxinum fixes wiere about 0730Z,

11, Comecnts.

a. 'The Scouting Force and dlso the Combet Wing Lir Commcnders pulled
this mission out of the fire and should be espécially cormended.

b, Jfter joining-thHe 96th Combat Wing formmation, the LL Squadron of the
44 8th Group 'should hove mainta¥red Wing integrity ond bombed with the 96th 7ing,

—
e

By cormond of lMcjor General KEPNER:

FRINCIS H.
Brigadier General US4
Chief of Staff

OFFICL.L:

——
sRT H, TERRILL
Colonel GSC
Dep C of S for Operations

i § Incl;
Incl 1 - ijeather Sunnoary
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COMNMLDENTI.WLL

Forecas

25, 000

20, 000

&

30, 00

Actual

25,000

20, §

15, 000

10,000 _

Weather Sumnary

. Forecast - Winds at 20,000 feet -
base to 05°E, 170/40 - O5°E to targets,
160/35. Light non-persistent contrails above
23,000 feet east of 06°E. Light rime ice in
layered mediun cloud east of 0°, and moderate
rine ice west of 0°,

b, .ctual - Winds generally believed
as forecast. Light non-persistent contrails
associated with medium cloud layers over
Englond, Light non—-persistent contrails
from Fighters above 23,000 feet over the Con-
tinent. Light to moderate rime ice in loycred
cloud at 14,000 feet over England.

/
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Mission # 344
EORMATION PLAN
458TH_LEAD (01T

S

- 98TH_COMBAT ¥ING

A¥pENO-HOCGH
J3 s 669J
R Scopa-¥-20

2 4D Cont.
S

25 liarch 1945

8 AF 8 AF
—_EATAK RHOADES R
75 s 1994 75 i+ 179P 8 .F Cont.
~21 ROSEN
75 @ 456D
PR
J3 . 628K 8 AP-RG
- SHARP BAGA__
ROM=2 AD 93 1 7400 8 ip 7V 1 270h 8 AF
JHCKSON= o Le B fond! K-21 CRLVEN,
v+ 1108 2ap —iEL. i T 5 4B7R 8 uF
%edl A Vi 7660 8 LF oh
AR 2D T s 457G
TV : 316H TV & 567G K21
LAIRD
TV 4 4250
8 AF J3 ; 4990 2740 J4 3 2877 2 5D
WILLINUS=D.Ge e K-21 WARRBLL
Ji 1 5398 $a0 i e RGO.AT T4 3 163 8 l:‘
K-21 ___GARTER ——599—-——“ Ty
J4 s 912D & AF 73 1 768Y
k-3l HeCoY
Ji i 6028 AR851
557H-J3-26 PFF  300# GP's
#%4STERIGKG INDICATES SHIFB 4RE 618T-J3-22 Vie 3004 GP's
ChRRYING 507 Gi's 352K-7V-32 8LF 3004 GP'e
SH-J4m '
VSATHER SHIPs 183U-26-53 383H-J4-42 BT 1304 GB'e
PIIOT: It SANDERS - 754th 54 516V-25-25 8LF 3004 GP's
: 018J-25-44 300 GPs
141U-J4-40 8aF 1504 GP's
ORDER OF THKE OFF
WBST AST __ RUNWAY 05 WBST. "
DISP SHIP NO. GSHIP  DIsP D: NO. gHIP  DIgP
1 183 53 16
18 eeoy 2 7
24 9361 3 18
11 e28Kk 4 19 ‘
17 7409 5 20
15 83yl & 2l
13 g0y 7 22
23 208p 8 23 287 49
21 1088 9 % _77P 40
10 370p 51 25 1630 49
11 1261 47 26 768Y 36
12 ja00 46 27 9l 4
21 4560 13 28 555, 45
14 190: 51 29 539B 47
a3 2704 15 30 6023 36




458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER BENO 214 20 HOGG L1 42-51669 669 J J3 24 UNKNOWN 026
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER CARTER 214 1 42-50768 768 Y J4 44 ARISE MY LOVE AND COME WITH ME
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER CRAVEN 214 30 44-10487 487 R 1A% 50 Girl on surfboard (no name)
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER DAHM 214 30 L2 |42-95628 628 K J3 21 UNKNOWN 038
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER DENARD 214 4 41-29567 567 G A% 20 MY BUNNIE / BAMBI DROPPED 12mi OFF TARGET
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER DYE 214 6 44-10618 618 T J3 11 UNKNOWN 038 ABORT - #4 ENG SMOKING - REPL 499
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER EIDELSBERG 214 27 44-40287 287 J J4 55 BACHELOR'S BEDLAM
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER FERRIELL 214 23 44-50766 766 J 1A% 3 YOU'VE HAD IT WITH 467BG
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER HADDEN 214 30 44-40277 277 P J4 55 MISS USED
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER HINER 214 15 42-95316 316 H 1A% 97 PRINCESS PAT DROPPED 12mi OFF TARGET
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER HOEY 214 33 42-50912 912 D J4 29 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER HOLTZ 214 5 44-40126 126 L z5 74 SPITTEN KITTEN / SKY TRAMP
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER HOOD 214 35 42-50555 555 A J4 33 BABY SHOES
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER JACKSON, WL 214 18 42-51110 110 M A% 97 TOP O' THE MARK DROPPED 12mi OFF TARGET
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER LAIRD 214 16 42-100425 425 (¢} A% 73 THE BIRD DROPPED 12mi OFF TARGET
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER LANQUIST 214 12 GARDNER L3 |44-48837 837 L J3 20 UNKNOWN 041
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER McCOY 214 15 44-10602 602 E J4 39 TEN GUN DOTTIE
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER MINSKER 214 6 HENSLER D1 |42-51936 936 I J3 25 UNKNOWN 027
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER NUTTER 214 10 42-95108 108 B z5 73 ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER O'REGAN 214 19 42-51270 270 A 1A% 31 MY BUNNIE Il DROPPED 12mi OFF TARGET
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER PATAK 214 20 42-51199 199 A z5 42 UNKNOWN 023
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER RHOADES 214 25 42-51179 179 P z5 83 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER ROSEN 214 16 42-50456 456 D z5 53 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER SANDERS 214 WTHR 42-95183 183 u 5 - BRINEY MARLIN WEATHER SHIP - 754
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER SCHUCH 214 4 42-52457 457 Q A% 108 FINAL APPROACH DROPPED 12mi OFF TARGET
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER SHARP 214 7 42-50740 740 Q J3 30 OUR BURMA
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER THOMAS 214 8 42-95120 120 M z5 86 HOOKEM COW / BETTY
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER WALLIS 214 10 44-40298 298 E 5 48 THE SHACK
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER WARRELL 214 33 42-110163 163 M J4 7 TIME'S A WASTIN
25-Mar-45 |HITZACKER WILLIAMS, DG 214 25 44-50539 539 B J4 7 UNKNOWN 045
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