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\\ ' HEADQUARTERS 2d AIR DIVISION EE=S~l
APO 558

373.2 > 4 April 1945
SUBJECT: Tectical .nelysis of Missions 24 March 1945 - Field Orders 639 cnd 640,
TO . 1 Commcnding Generals, 4ll Comboat Bomb Wings, This Division, /PO 558,

This information is suluitted for your consideration and any action you deem
necessary, The deductions and remarks made below are the results of the study of
rmission reporitse and information obtained from Combat iings and Groups.
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F, 0. 639

BATTLE ORDER PRIMIRY SECONDARY

96th CBi Nordhorn ./F (Vis. Only) None

Le
3 eL!
AR B

BiTTLE ORDER  PRIMARY - SECOIDARY

96th CBW Kirtorf ./F (Vis. G Sicgen (H2X)
20th CBW Stormede ” = -
ll‘_th CE' " "

" "

Takeoff, Assembly, and DAL

2, Takeoffs were normal - Group and Combct Wing assemblics were good,
There was no DAL as the 96th Combat Wi g was the only Wing flying this mission,

First ..ctual 4Lssembly Briefed Time Assembly
Takeof sdtitudes For CP 1 Time

0723 9, 000 0858 1:35

2. Navigation - Penetration

a. Landfall at the enemy coast was excellent - The Division column was
seven minutes long,

b, Route in to the IP was flown well - one ;roup only being four miles
north of course, Visual conditions aided navigation,

Ce Maneuver at the IP was nommal and effccted in good order,
de Bomb runs were made visually - courses and heading were exccllent.

3. Bomhing Analysis

e« The 96th Combat Wing, with two Squadrons from each Group, led the
heavies on one of our greatest dgys by attacking the Nordhorn i/F in an atsempt
to render it inoperative for the ensuing opercations.

b, Bombing was done visually with very good results rccorded by all

Groups,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

Tactical analysis of lMissicns 24 March 1945 - Field Orders 639 and 640

4o Navigation - Withdrawal

2. Rally was normel and made in. good order,

b. Route to thc enemy coast out was excellent. Visuol conditions aided
navigation, ’

¢. Landfall out was very good, with the Division column being two and
one-half minutes in length here,

5. Fighter Support

1

&. Headquarters, Eighth Jir Force assigned two Groups as aorea support
for all Divisions on 2ll targets. Thc 479th and 364th Groups crrived in the
Bremen-Steinhuder Loke crea before the Bombers attacked the taxrgets,

6. Ineny iction Encountercd

s NoO enemy aircraft rcuction occurrecd,
b. santi=/ircraft
(1) No anti-nireraft was encountered on the route,
(2) DNo anti-zircraft wos encountercd ot the target.,
(3) Sorties: - 58
4/C Lost to Flak - Nil
4/C Damoged by Flok - Nil
Lossgs
% There were no losses,
Scouting Force

4

% Planning - .. nomal force was to report tirget weather at TOT minus 20,

-

cution - Target weather reporting was normcl - all weather being

wn

Screening Force

No Screcning Foroe was planned as the tcxrgét wos not heavily defended

H2X .nolysis

2 s - - » ATF A - 1 -

zroup ./C &/C Qvar OK For OK For Remarks
P L P 0 : = 0 e —
Dispatched Target lavipation  Bombing

458th
L66th

L67th

OUmHTmMnn>PCrO2C

H2X perfirmance on this mission was perfect., There were no
failures, ‘

1, Takeoffs, .ssemblics ¢

ANA Dl

d. Tokeoffs were normal with Group and ) Wing assemblies being good.
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lactical analysis of Missions 24 liarch 1945 - Field Orders 639 and 640

b, /1l units were a little late on the DAL but in good order except for
the 2nd Combat Wing which had to dogleg and play the turn at Control Point . to
secure its proper position in the Division column,

Combat First i.ctual Assembly Briefed Time
Wing Takeof'f sltitudes For CP 1

Assembly
Time

2nd 1330 7,000 Ll 1
th 1330 7,000 L3 1:13
96th 1300 8,400 1439 :39
20th 1315 7,000 142 : 27

Navigation - Penetration

[

Lundfall in was very good - the Division column was seven minutes in

b. Route in to the IP was good - all units being within five miles of
WWeather was C.VU and aided navigation.

Cc. laneuver at the IP was normal and executed in good order,

d. Bomb runs were excellent in all cases,

Visual conditions existed
and GH navigotors in coordination with pilotage navigators brought bombardiers
right into the targets,

3. Bombing .nalysis

2e To complete another history maldng dey for 2.D the 96th Combat Wing,
with nine Squadrons, was cssigned the Kirtorf ,irfield, The 20th, 1l4th, and 2nd
Combat \fings, each with three Squadrons, were assigned the Stormede Lirfield,

Poth primaries-were well hit by all Groups with excellent results occurring.
A P g

b. The 3rd Squadron of the 458th Group friled to bomb the primary. The
pilotage navigator located the assigned
bombardier used extended vision and s
nization was done on the latter
-

1

target - however, in picking it up the
ighted a 3-17 target farther ahead - synchro-
by the bombirdier - he did not see the primary.
he extended vision is most certainly an aid; however, a visual check should be
made off the sight to insure positive identificction.

Ce * Th

e 3rd Squudron of the 467th
sulted in o

tumbled gyro in the lecd ./C.
opportunity at [llendorf vith

Group encountered prop wash which re-
The lead bombardier chose a target of
fair results occuring on « R.R. Junction there,

L, MNavigation - Vithdrawal

- &, " .Rallies were within five miles of course, allowing formutions to
get in order,

b, Upon withdrawal, visunl conditions existed.
five to eight miles north of course., Units of the 96th iing were as much as
thirty miles north of course, B-17's caused some of this deviuatian.and units

nits were generally

cutting course short to arrive at bases before dark vas another reason. Being
over friendly territory, navigators stayed parallel to course rather than cor-
rect ower, knowing that no flak was to be encountered,

Co &t landfall, the 20th and l4th Combat ifings were on course - the
96th and 2nd Combat Vings averaged ten milecs noith of the brief
The Division was seventeen minutes in length,

1 exit point.

¢

5. Iighter Support

G« The 55th and 353rd Groups were on arec support.
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Toctical analysis of ifission 24 March 1945 - Fiecld Orders 639 and 640

Eneny /etion Encountercd

There was no enemy aircrai't reaction
b,  Anti-sircraft
- (1) Enroute, meager anti-aircraft was cncountered at Liegen, Hachen-
Ehrenbreitstein, }lontabour, and various other points in the vicinity of the
line.
(2) No anti-aircraft was encountercd ut the targcts.
(3) Sorties - 181
4/C Lost to Flak - 0 (Mi1)
4/C Damaged by Flak - 16 (8.4-)
Losses
There werec no losses,
Scouting Force

a. - Plenning - Normal - Scouting Force reporting weather twenty minutes
before target timec.

b. Ixecution - Normal target reporting was in effect as weather was

9. Screening Force

2., No Screcning Foree was planned as nonc of thc targets was
defended.,

10. Radar
H2X inolysis

Over QiL For

OUp C ‘
atched Toerget Navigation

389th
LL5th
453rd

Ll th
392nd

L91st

93rd
Ll6th
L oth
‘-rBU 0
L66th
) 74}
L67th

H2X performance on this mission was perfect. Therc mere no

failures, oy

b GEE operation on this mission is considered sutisfactory. Jamming
was reported on the Ruhr and Rheims chains but operation was unrestricted,
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factical inalysis of Missions 24 lierch 1945 - Field Orders 639 and 640

c. Gi was aviilable for tracking but was not required due to visua
conditions prevailing, Signals come in well and all equipment oper:ted sati
Tactorily,

11, Comments

a., Of 480 aircraft dispatched by 2d iir Division on the three missi
of 24 March 1945, only one turncd bock early, This record is highly commends
By command of liajor General KEPINER:

FR:NCIS H, GRISWOLD
Brigadier General U
Chicf of Staff

Colonel

T ( O O » .
Dep C of S for QOperctions

1 Incl:
Incl 1 - Veather Summary
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639

30, 000

e e

A
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2. Forccast - Downward visibility
10 = 15 miles down sun and 5 = 10 miles up
sun, Nil contrails below 28,000 feet., Tar-
get wind: at 20,000 feet - 160/15.

b. uctual - Downward visibility
15 - 3C miles = nil contrails - winds

and temperatures aloft as forecast,
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Tactical snalysis of liission 24 liwrch 1945 - F

Forecast

a. Forecast - Downward visibility

10 - 15 miles down sur and 5 - 10 up sun

nil contrails below 23,000 feet - Target
9 /

wind: af 20,000 - 1¢€0/20,

; b. actual - Temperatures as fore-
- em—— cast - winds aloft slightly stronger
| than forecast - nil contrails,

s

———— ——— ——————

A
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1st Miss ion

Group_A58%h Bemb Gp (X) '  STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS Primary: Nowdbern A/F
. (Part 1) Ordered Targets: Secondary: Nons Speeified
Date of Operation 24 March 1945 ._Division Field 6rder No.__ 689
sorties Greﬁiﬂﬁ&mtIgzgf N?* Tpd S | Number and hircraft Lost | Time |Total
Squad- |Totallless [Sort-{ 1Ve : AY Name of Ta Type of Bombs Flak U| of {Time '
r%n 1 |thuseq ies ROTEs Séxf Bomb- | oF i on Targets Sod & .. 1 N { Takefof Comre nts
] - Spered - |dies BT Tet . tal{Flak|g/, {E/A fice | K |orr Mis'n £ e
L auwia Nk e 4 R e e S e o - ] [ o CO RN, M. L | cfeoimnal W W 20 6 B9, Skl N0 o) G KR A ey A W LY
ey AfF ! 130 7o | 100 i
1a 9 9 9 9 | =19 Nordhorn 371 A7 5 L
2i1a| 1| 19| 20| - | 10 [Pr{ Hondhown A/F b6 2002 330
ToTAIS 19 | 39 | 19| 29| - |39 (PP | Newdhown A/F 871008530 = | = | < = | o]« |00 ]| YOG a3
) " . S : NON-EFFEGTIVE SORTIE SUMMLRY (Part 3) ; hesiib ke o |
3 TOt*wQEBFgﬂqu an-Efgectives Incidents f-Meoﬁﬁni a1l _and Equipment Failures '
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Jlesaly = ] By B3 (o= |28 & H loni=n |6 © O+ SN M FeolH Slon |mofq W
A6yt ) 80 19 c0: {5152 534 i} 55 156 157 1 58 [59] 60 {61 62 | 63 | 6l 65 |66 | 67
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FORUATION PLAN

8AF (GCont)
Wi

Jé 3 5554
K-21

24D
Thomas
25 3 120K

i A
J3 837L - HEX
25 059T - 2aD

MISSION #341 24 March 1945
Lead Squadron
Beno = CAPT QUI
" J3 3 6697 - 4
Scope 8AF RQu 8AF
Healy = CAPT BIACK Sealy Wilburn
J3 3 743F J4 3 539B J4 & 768Y
Scope-K-20  ROM 24D (Cont)
Duriayvich rown
J4 « 2875 e an
8aF K-21 2AD
Kelly Dk
J4 s 6025 J4 r-%gsﬂ
Second Squadron
Polliard
J3 3 557H
§cope K-20 BAF=ACHL
Languist *¥Backs Rosen
J3 3 740Q Z5 3 1969 25 3 456D
K-21 K-21 2AD
Nutser Sayder
45 3 108B 45 3 ST8F
RO, K-22 8AF
Holtz Wisleh - **HNete - 4/C 1964 has
25 1 126L 8ALF Z5 3 199% following bomb load.
Sanders 32x100 GP's NN-1/100T
75 5179 5x100 GP*s 2 hr Dele
15 5x100 GP*s 6 hr “
44 & 5x100 GP's 12 hr "
ki 5x100 GP's 24 hr'"
ARSHALLING PLAN :
Runway 23 5
‘ALY a/G will iarshall fo.the West -
1.0, C Disp T.0. -A/C Disp
1 “669J 18 11 5554 45 .
2 T43F 20 12 1969 46
3 557H Hgr #'5 13 1088 Her 2
4 7400 17 14 © 456D 21
5 539B 47 15 5/199A 51
6 287 49 16 ‘1d6L 53
7 768Y 38 17  578F 19
8 163k 49 - <18 11201 46
9 €028 36 19 179p 51
10 912D 42




458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN BECK 212 5 42-51196 196 Q J3 51 THE GYPSY QUEEN
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN BENO 212 19 QUINN L1 |42-51669 669 J J3 23 UNKNOWN 026
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN BROWN, R 212 12 42-50912 912 D Ja 28 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN DANTLER 212 4 42-110163 163 M Ja 76 TIME'S A WASTIN
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN DURIAVICH 212 4 44-40287 287 J Ja 54 BACHELOR'S BEDLAM
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN HARTSWICK 212 14 42-50555 555 A Ja 32 BABY SHOES
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN HEALY 212 29 BLACK D1 |42-51743 743 F J3 26 UNKNOWN 006
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN HOLTZ 212 4 42-110059 059 T Z5 73 UNKNOWN 056 REPLACED 126 - BOMBED WITH 467BG
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN KELLY 212 16 44-10602 602 E Ja 38 TEN GUN DOTTIE
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN LANQUIST 212 11 42-50740 740 Q J3 29 OUR BURMA
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN NUTTER 212 9 42-95108 108 B Z5 72 ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN POLLIARD 212 22 L2 |42-95557 557 H J3 41 LADY PEACE
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN ROSEN 212 15 42-50456 456 D Z5 52 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN SANDERS 212 6 42-51179 179 P Z5 82 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN SEALY 212 33 44-50539 539 B Ja 6 UNKNOWN 045
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN SNYDER 212 4 42-50578 578 F Z5 50 SKY ROOM
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN THOMAS 212 7 42-95120 120 M Z5 85 HOOKEM COW / BETTY
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN WELCH 212 5 42-51199 199 A Z5 41 UNKNOWN 023
24-Mar-45 INORDHORN WILBURN 212 19 42-50768 768 Y Ja 43 ARISE MY LOVE AND COME WITH ME

sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, Z5-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/1/2015






