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HEADQUARTERS 2d AIR DIVISION EE-S-4
AP0 558

B _ : 3 April 1945

SUBJECT: Tactical Anadysis of Mission 23 March 1945 - F. 0., 637

0 : Commundinj Generals, A1l Combat Bomb Wings, This Division, APO 558.

This inf‘ormatibn is submitted for your consideration and any action 'you deem
necessary. The deductions and remarks made below are the results of the study of
mission reports and information obtcined from Combat /ings and Groups,

4/C 4/C OVER
BATTLE ORDER  PRIMARY SECONDARY DISPATCHED  TARGET

2nd CBW Munster M/Y (Vis.) DMNunster 1j/Y (H2X) 7h 72
20th CBY " " " " " " 75 7—7’
96th CBiV Osnabruck /Y " Osnabruck M/Y " 86 83"
l4th CBi . Rheine N/Y " Rheine I/Y " Gk 82

24D 319 310

1, Takeoff and Assembly

2., Times

Combat First /ctual 4ssembly Briefed Time Assembly
Wing Tukeof T iltitudes For CP 1 Time

2nd 0720 11,000 0900 :40
20th 0705 11, 000 0902 2D
96th 0715 11, 000 090, 149
Upth 0710 11, 000 0907 : 57

0. Tokeoffs were without incident.

C. 4ssemblies were normal - units departed in good order, at the briefed
altitude, and from twoe minutes early to one minute late,

2. Navigation - Pcnetration

8., Landfall at the Continental coast was made as briefed. - The Division
column was three minutes late und was ten minutes in length at this point,

b. Navigation on the penetration was good with no unit being more than
four miles off course at any time, There were many turns on the planned route and
the fact that these were made good shows that the navigators did good work.

¢. The approaches to IP's were flown as briefcd and bomb runs were made
without® trouble,

3. Bombing analysis

@» The 2nd and 20th Combat Wings attacked the lunster 1i/Y visuadly with
generally good to excellent results, The 93rd Group, last over the target, reporte
2/10 cloud cover, All other units reported cloud cover as nil, The low left 3qua-
dron of the 389th Group -changed its aiming point and had very good damage ih & M/Y
to the south with hits om the passenger station, rail lines and a built-up arca,
The lead 4/C of the 93rd Group-was shot down prior to the release point. Bombs of
this +/C were either salvoed or rcleased by flak and the entire Squadron's pattern
was short, ; ' # E

b. The 96th Combat Wing cttacked the Osnabruck 1/Y. ~Bombing wos:donc
visually with generally very good to excellent results, The exception was the 3rd
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CONEIPDENTZIAL

Tactical analysis of Mission 23 lfarch 1945

Squadron of the L66th Group, This unit changed its IPI due to smokc but results
were poors Inaccurate synchronization, due to personnel error, was the cause for
this Squadron not getting its bombs on the target. The deputy lead of the lead
Squedron of the 466th Group jettisoned bombs prior to the release point because
of flak damage. TVo other 4/C dropped on this release, &

¢ The lth Combat Ving attacked the Rheine 1y/Y visually. Results ranged
from fair to éxcellent. - The lead Squadron of the 392nd Group changed iPI's because
the assigned LPI was not visible., The deputy lead of the lead Squadron of thé 491s1
Group had a RBR malfunction., i/hen the bombardier switched on the receiver, bombs
released, Two other 4/C dropped on this release, The high right of the 491st
changed its MPI-due to bomb smoke,

d, All changes of MPI's were in accordance with 2/D policy in regard to
attacks on 1{/Y's,

4., Navigation - Withdrawal

4. The 2nd Combat Wing lost its lead .,/C over the target. The deputy
took over and made the rally good. The 2nd \ing cut short the next turn, then re-
turned to the bricfed route, The 20th Combat Wing, which was following the 2nd
Combat Wing, cut short the RP to avoid the flak which was tracking the 2nd Combat
#ing, The 96th and l4th Combat Wings made good their respective rally points,

" b, Withdrowal was flown cs bricfed by all units,

c. . Landfall out was made at the briefed point, The Division withdrew as
three separate units due to the @ifference in routes and targets.

' (1) The Lyth Combat i7ing withdrew first. Its column was five minutes
long - the 44th Group lagged slightly,

(2) The 96th Cambat ing had a column three minutes in length at

landfall,

5. Fighter Support

a. Headquarters, 8th iir Force assigned three Fighter Groups for close
support during penetration ot the target, and upon withdrawal., The Lth Group sup-
ported the lst and 2nd Boxes (20th @nd 2nd Combat Wings) and the 479th Group covered
the Jrd Box (96th Wing and Command llosquito) = 36lst Group escortcd the Lth Box
(14th Combat Wing).

6. Znemy .ction Encountered

There wae no enemy ./C rocction or fighter losses.,
snti-Aircreft
Enroute, meager .4 was encountered at dengelo,

at Munster, moderate to intense and generally accurate predictor
control fire was encountered by all form: tions, it being particularly intense duringe
withdrawal,

At Osnabruck, moderate to intense and generally accurate predictor
control fire was encountered., Nine Squadrons attacked this target, and the ... was
very accurate against the first three and last three Squadrong but was far less ef-
fective against the middle three, This was undoubtedly due to the fact that the
first six Squadrons attacked the target within a minute, thus saturating the defensc:
iiereas, the last three Squadrons took two minutes which gave the enemy far more
time to engage them.,
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Tactical analysis of Mission 23 March 1945

(&) 4t Rheine, meager to moderate predictor control firce was encoun-
tered which was at first inaccurate but which improved towards the end of the at-
tack. This attack was not well concentrated. . singlc red burst was seen in the
target crea by the lead Group, and although the A4 did not stop cnemy fighters were
secn in the area by the second Group over the target.

- 310
4/C Lost to Flak - 3(1.00)

Damaged - 09 (284Fs)

93rd Group - ./C was hit oy flak over lunster (target) and
expleded in the cir, No chutes seen.

b. Onc ./C, 389th Group - ./C rcceived a dircet hit immedictely after
bombs away over Munster (torget)- 4/C was at 22,000 feet. .i/C was hit at the
Junction of the right wing and the fuselage and flumes were seen to come from the
right wing. ./C fell away to the left and over on its back when the tail section
broke off. Up to six chutes were seen.

c.’ One ./C, 445th Group - //C received a direct ... hit over lMunster
(target) - seen to go down in the target crec - two chutes observed,
8. Scouting Force
2, Plan - No operational weather difficultics were anticipated and it
was planned for onc force only to report target weather ot TOT minus 20.

b. Execution

(1) Good infomation reccived by all

(2) Scouting Force attempted to inform the n Combat Wing that its
PI contained no rolling stock, but that a
this information was not understocd by the I

south was Jjammed,

Screening Force

Because of the visual conditions, no screening force was used,

4/C Over OK For
Group Dispatched Tarpet Navigati

389th L
445th
453rd

L4 th
392nd

f/ ist

93rd
L. 6th

L, 8th

1 equipment malfunction
1 cquipment malfunction

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



UmeHmHHOnOPCrOZC

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

Tactical unalysis of liission 23 liarch 1945

458th 5 5 4 1 equipment malfunction
L466th 4 3 3 1 non-effective
467th " 4

-
IR 42 : 29

(1) HeX performance on this mission is considered satisfactory,.

There were three equipment failures which the operator could not remedy in the
cir, The l4th Wing had no failures.

b, GEE performcnce on this mission is considered satisfactory. There
was jamming on the Ruhr and Rheims chains  but perction was unrestricted,

11, Jeather Summary

&e Remorks

(1) Forecast - Nil contrails at operctional levels, Toarget winds:
at 20,000 - 230/10; at 25,000 - 240/10,

(2) 4ctucl - No contrails = winds und temperatures aloft as forecast,

b, No weather picturcis prescented in this anclysis. The only cloud fore-
cast was 2 - 4/10 thin cirrus, base 28 - 30,000 feet; and the only cloud encountere

was a trace of cirrus cbove 30,000 feet,

By command of licjor General KEFNER:

TDINATS 1T ADTO AT T
SO0Vl 0 e UL oW UL

Brigadier General USa

Chief of Staff

e

VD LULLLS

!\_.‘f/r.vl / J 'L’} ((

ROBERT H. TERRILL

Colonel GSC
Dep C of S for Operations
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Mission # 340 23 liarch 1945

04BAT WING

i N__ SVERETT__
2hD-RAU 5% 5 4 126L Z5 + 10BB 248 Gon
SANBERS K-21  _wINOR

25 & 6400 25:578F
REREINLSY 8 AF
LANQUIST _ Goope-k=20  § v __SL4PSON _
J3 ¢ 939G 7V : 514B TV @ 2704 2 AD
Scepe k=21

e LAIRD
W3 4250 2 AD~R0H

8 AF L5
USH__ K21
48TR
a 2 4D 2 i
K-20 HOZY__ SARRBLL,
ROM-8 AF 8 AT J4 ¢ 912D Ji ¢ 163 2 A
_BRYN __ 1 K-21  _HiDDEN _
J4 1 768Y Td 1277P
J4 s 980V
SZALY
J& 3 2877 SPaRigs 837L-J3-15 PFF - Soope
: 7404~33-17 Vie
WSATHER AIRCRAFT: Lt Hartswick = 753rd 567G-7V-32 BLF
608~J4--43 2 LD 360N~77-33 2D
5554 -J4-46 Spars. 120-35-45 _ <560-25 21 BAF
02D42 CF ThKE OFF
RUNGAY 23 WBST
No. )
1
pug
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14




458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK ALLEN, R 211 4 44-40126 126 L 5 72 SPITTEN KITTEN / SKY TRAMP
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK BOWERS 211 29 HERZBERG L1 42-51936 936 | J3 24 UNKNOWN 027 BREEDING ON FP AS CMD-P
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK BROWN, R 211 11 42-50768 768 Y J4 42 ARISE MY LOVE AND COME WITH ME
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK BURMAN 211 20 42-51110 110 M 1A% 95 TOP O' THE MARK
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK DYE 211 5 42-50499 499 u J3 41 COOKIE/OPEN POST
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK EIDELSBERG 211 26 44-10602 602 E J4 37 TEN GUN DOTTIE
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK EVERETT 211 24 42-95108 108 B z5 71 ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK HADDEN 211 29 44-40277 277 P J4 53 MISS USED
23-Mar-45 |OSNABRUCK HARTSWICK 211 WTHR 42-50608 608 W J4 - FILTHY McNAUGHTY WEATHER SHIP
23-Mar-45 |OSNABRUCK HELFRECHT 211 27 L2 |42-51743 743 F J3 25 UNKNOWN 006
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK HERDTI 211 18 42-95018 018 J z5 94 OLD DOC'S YACHT
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK HINER 211 13 42-95316 316 H A% 95 PRINCESS PAT
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK HOEY 211 32 42-50912 912 D J4 27 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK JACKSON, WE 211 15 42-50502 502 E A% 53 LARRUPIN' LINDA
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK LAIRD 211 14 42-100425 425 ¢} 1A% 71 THE BIRD
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK LANQUIST 211 10 42-51939 939 G J3 29 UNKNOWN 028
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK MATEER 211 5 42-50516 516 \ J3 29 STARDUST
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK McCOY 211 14 41-28980 980 \ J4 28 UNKNOWN 009
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK MINOR 211 23 42-50578 578 F z5 49 SKY ROOM
23-Mar-45 |OSNABRUCK MINSKER 211 5 LaVALLE L3 |42-95557 557 H J3 40 LADY PEACE
23-Mar-45 |OSNABRUCK MORAN 211 24 BRECKENRIDGE D1 |42-51669 669 J J3 22 UNKNOWN 026
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK SANDERS 211 5 42-50640 640 (¢} z5 36 BUGS BUNNY
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK SCHUCH 211 2 44-10487 487 R v 48 Girl on surfboard (no name)
23-Mar-45 |OSNABRUCK SEALY 211 ABT 44-40287 287 J J4 - BACHELOR'S BEDLAM ABORT - ROUGH ENG DURING ASSY
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK SIEVERTSON 211 32 42-51514 514 B A% 28 BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK SIMPSON 211 31 42-51270 270 A A% 29 MY BUNNIE Il
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK SPRATT 211 19 42-52457 457 Q 1A% 106 FINAL APPROACH
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK WALLIS 211 9 44-40298 298 E 5 46 THE SHACK
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK WARRELL 211 32 42-110163 163 M J4 75 TIME'S A WASTIN
23-Mar-45 | OSNABRUCK WILLIAMS, DG 211 24 44-50539 539 B J4 5 UNKNOWN 045
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