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Tactical .nolysis of Mission 22 lMarch 1945 - F, 0. 636,
Comacnding Genercls, .1l Combat Bomb iiings, This Division, /PO 558,
This information is submitted for your consideration and any action you deem
necessary, The deductions cnd remirks mode below are the results of the study of

.ission reports and infomation obtcined from Combet Wings and Groups.

4/C OVER
BATTLE ORDER PRDL.RY SECOND.RY 4ITCHED - T.RGET

14th CBV Schwabisch=Hall (Vis. ) lurzburg (Vis, Or H2X) 82
2nd CBVW/ Giebelstcdt ” e P " " ¢ 84
20th CB/ Kitzingen - : , e . 85 64
96th CBi " L : 85

235"
1, Tokeoff, ..ssembly wnd D/L

Qe Tokeoffs and assembly wero accomplished without incident. Units left
the coast on time and in good order,

Conbat First ..ctual .:Ssenbly Bricfed Time uSsenbly
Wing Tokeoff sltitudes For CP Tinme

14th 0755 8, 000 0945 1

2nd 0800 9, 000 0948 1

20th 0811 8, 000 0951 3
. 96th 0759 g, 000 0954

50
48
48

55

2, Navigation - Penetrution

Qe .1l units penetrated in ood order frou the coast of Enzland to the
tcrgets Routus were flown excctly os bricfcd,  Times werc slightly slow due to a

decrcase of wind velocity,

%

5. Boumbing .nclysis

Ce 4Jl bombing was visual, The 2nd Combc:. «ing bombed its primcry, the
cirfield at Gicbelstcdt, The dcmoge results wore excellent with demage done to
rumways, hangers, and ./C, ond repeir shops, The only difficulties that wore ex-
perienced were: huze over the torget, ond the HR of the 445th being uncble to drop
bombs on the primary beccuse the IL Squcdron was undernecth it ot the time for
bombs away., The HR, L4 5th, bombed the secondary, lfurzburg, with excellent demoge
results,

b. The l4th Combat .jing bombed its grin: ry, Schwobisch-Hall, with ex-
cellent damoge results, Haze and hcavy bomb smoke were difficulties experienced
on the bomb run, Runways, hangars cnd repair shops received considercble dancge,

Ce The 20th Combat ing, bombing its primcry Kitzengen, .had from very
good to excellent damcge results., Four Squadrons were assigned an arec “target -
the other Squadrons dumeged gun enplocenents, ./C, repcir shops, and large hangors,
The 96th Combat Wing bombed the saue target, Kitzengen, with danage results being
fair to excellent.,

d. JLctual bombing altitudes ranged frou 13,200 - 16,500 feet.« the briefed
bonbing altitude was 15,000 feet,

L. Navigation - Withdrawal

The route flown by the l4th Combat iing, leading the Division,
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Tactical inclysis of Mission 22 March 1945

on withdrawal wos excellent. The 2nd Combat Wing, next in column, hed two Groups
bout ten miles north of course while withdrawing through thce front line flok de-
‘cnses on the way out but returned to course ot 0730E, Froa there out, the route
¢.s slightly south of course, .being ten miles off ot landfall, Next in the column,
¢he 20th Combat Wing was Well on course until 1446 where it deviated to cvoid const
out as briefed due to an enemy position there. The entire /ing followed., The 96th
sombot «ing, last in the column, was within three miles of course om the woy out to
londfall, ; :

b, The deviation from route, as.expliined by the 93rd Group leading the
20th Combat l/ing,  from o navigationol standpoint, spoiled os necrly & perfcet mis-
sion &s the 2nd Division has ever flown, Decisions to alter bricfed routes are
‘ustificd to avoid wedther to attack secondsxy or last resort torgets, ‘or to avoid
interfcrence with other fiiendly formtions, oanly. Other decisions to alter bricfed
routes in the cir are bosed on insufficient knowledge of thc situction and cre not
Justificd. . i i

5. Fighter Support

a. Three Fighter Groups werc assigned os close escort to 2d .ir Division
Sombers,  “The 55th 4 and B Groups covercd the 14th Combot wing, the 78th . and B
covered- the 2nd Combat /ing and the 355th 4 and B covered the 20th and 96th Viings
respectively., No free lance support was aveiloble due to the fact that Eighth Gr
Force Fighters were alsc being used to escort the R.F and the 15th [ir Force,

6. Eneny iction Encountered

Q. - PFighters report sighting severcl 1ie262's atter pting to attack Bombers
but warded off their attack. The 55th Group intercepted two single 262's, making
passes, claiming one dancged. The 78th Group sighted several 262's and an'}iel63
near the Bomber IP but drove them off, destroying one. 24 ..ir Division Bombers
reported no sighting of enemy aireraft so apparently Fighter escort was doing a
300d job, The 4th Group of the 65th Fighter Wing, escorting 1l5th .ir Force B-17's
gaught -15 F/190's ‘forming up over Pursterwalde ./D with clains of 11-1-3 for no
loss, The 355th Group in strafing attocks clained 12-0-9 for the loss of one +/C.s

b. No flok was experienced at the torgets,
Losses

~ m} w3 - o -

&e There were no losses,

Scouting Force

Qe * Planning - The normal target and penctration forces were planned;
wwever, the target force was to report target weather forty-five minutes early
to allow units to let dovn and bomb from 15,000 feet if visucl conditions existed.

b. Execution - No weather difficulties were encountered,

Screening Force

&, 4 screening force was not planned as the taxrgets were flok free.
10, Radar

2. H2X Jnalysis

+/C - i/C Over QK For

Dispatched - Target Novigation Bombing  Remarks

2 3 > 3
4 2 2 2

1 non-effective
1 equipment malfunction

2
ol
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wnalysis of Mission 22 }axch

4 3 1 equipment malfunction

e

equipncnt malfunction

equipnient nclfunction

L

W
O
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performance on this mission is considered satisfactory.
There werce four set foilures vhich could not bLe repaired in the air,

b, GEE performance on this nission is considered satisfactory, Jamaiing
wos repdrted on the Ruhr and Rheims chiins, but operation was unrestricted, Fixes
on the Sacr choin were obtained past 0900E, Four GEE failures out of a total of
338 GEE ./C dispatched were reported.

11, Comnents

This was an outstanding dey in the history of 2d .ir Division bonbing.
b, The superior ncvigation on this mission by the lhth Combat ing, lead-
ing the Division, is deserving of high praise. The 96th Coubat wWing clso did an
excellent job of navigation.

» - " w3 5
By comaand of lio
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veather Summary

G. Forecast - Vertical visibility

5 - 10 miles at 1100 hours, becoming 10 -
20 miles by 1300 hours. (Bricfed target
tines - 1257 - ljlfﬂ/. Moderate persistent
contrcils above 25,000 feet. Target wind:
at 15,000" - 310/20,

b, uctucl - Contrails - light non—

persistent EST 23,000', spotty. iiinds:
about 5 MPH lighter thun forecast, « Ice:
nil. Visibility - excellent to superior.




Group__ 458

STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

Primarys

{Part 1) Ordered Targets: Secondary: m
Date of Operation__22 Mareh 1945 Division Field Order Ne. 636 -
| Sorties  [Credifiifrect Nglt No. Number and | _hircraft Lost Time |Total
Squad- |Total|Less [Sort-|ive [€CY 4/C 9 Neme of Target |Type of Bembs[q Flak U | of [Time
Unused ies porte |.1%€ |Bomb-|of » T o & N | Take lof Comrents
sk used ies PC St | D on Targets tal|Flak|g E/A §s K * :
| Spare - des i o] ing gﬁ_ : /h cc off [Mis'n
2 - 1.3 L 5 6 1 721 8 10 11 (1) | 15 1 1A 117118119 25 | 27 40
% 3 e 9 9 9 9 =| 9 | P EKitaingem A/F 0835| =229
2 0 (30 | 9] 9| 3| 9 | 2 mtsingen A/F %1 w
3 110 | 10 (10 | 10| « |10 | P Kitzingem A/F o«f w C long delsy fuzing
' on 5§0 FREX
Tot 129 | 29 (28 | 28 | 1 |28 .
_ ) ) NON-FFFECTIVE SORTIE SWMMLRY (Part 3) ) .
Tot-|lChyses of [\hn-gfggg;m Incider chanical and i nt Failures Jr
w Pk 8 | 18 Bao 1 d oll “1s o
on | 518 |, g ol ol e sl gleBld dasded 2|8 o dEal5E ], 8|87 i Coments
el $18 |BS|8B4ld g | - Blad |BRlGsES Hoda b Rload88| we | o= ) ‘
ot 3| B {22552 £| B |oe|2e (o8| o5 adHEd B |85 p2|ER|Qs
’)e_g_ 1A |A8152 2 | S| & |Solédan lacold onpddme [Ma [MuglH Elcn jmn|d o
e a7z w8 oo | 5ol 51 fHs2 | s3f suf 55 {96 |57 |58 is50f 60 161 | 62 (63 LAk b5 | 6A) 67
i 1 1 1
Foofnote |1 - !
] Foofnote |2
‘)\ Faoo tell3




WISSION NO. 339

2% march 1945

Lead Squedron - Lincoln Red # 1

_Beno-3us_
J3 61
Scope-K-20 24D Cont. BLF~RCi
E1Lis-Kuhn Sisyertson 11
J3 6694 TV : 514B
2AD-RCid Scope &7 2D
Grice Slutter Schuch
Vs 110 7 TV i 3408
8AF
0'Reagan BOWB LOAD * 52 X 100 GP's
W 3 567G N.N. - 1/100T
2nd Sguadron - 2
polliard
J3 & 557TH
X-20 BAF-RCi 24D
‘ iicCartnsy Hartswic
24D J3 740y 8LF J4 3 21TP 8iF
iontgomery Hood K-21 Gilbert
Ja ;912D RO J4 % 539B 21D J4 3 6028
Buriavich Sloan BOUB LOAD - 52 X 100 GP's
. J4 1 98OV Jé 1 163u N.N. = 1/100T
K-21 K-21
Kelly
J4 1 2875
3rd_Squadron - Linco
.Dahm
J3 1 939G
Scope 24D 8AF
_Sha Thomas Ahoades
J3 1 493U 25 1 1204 25 & 1799
RCM. K-21 K-21 BuF=RC
iigleh Nutter _dosen
25 &+ 1261 8.F 25 1 108B 21D 75 + 456D
~Beck Synder
75 : 199 25 3 2988
K-21 84T BB LOAD - 10 X 500 GP's
8. 1/10 N - 1/100T.
75 + 366H
SPARRS DISP, BPARES DI
J3-743F (PFF) 20 1004 GP's 25-0187 44 500f Gb's
J3-575Q (Vis) 16 5004 GP's 75-6400 24D 25  500# GF's
TV-2704 BAF 33 100} GP's J4-608W 38 100# GP'e

7V-4250 30 100# G¢'s

/i 23
4LL_SHIPS WILL BE i

NQ. /¢ DISE,

1 9361 24

2 6697 1a

3 557H 22

4 7403 17

5 9396 13

6 495U 21

7 5143 3¢

8 110 31

9 48TR 32
10 5028 Hgr. 1
11 457) 3¢
12 567G Hgr. 1
13 340N 33
1a 768Y 38




458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN BECK 210 4 42-51199 199 A z5 40 UNKNOWN 023
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN BENO 210 18 RUE L1 42-51936 936 I J3 23 UNKNOWN 027
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN CLUTTER 210 5 44-10487 487 R A% 47 Girl on surfboard (no name)
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN DAHM 210 29 42-51939 939 G J3 28 UNKNOWN 028
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN DURIAVICH 210 3 41-28980 980 \ J4 27 UNKNOWN 009
22-Mar-45 |[KITZINGEN ELLIS 210 10 KUHN D1 |42-51669 669 J J3 21 UNKNOWN 026
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN FERRIELL 210 21 42-50502 502 E A% 52 LARRUPIN' LINDA
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN GILBERT 210 ABT 44-10602 602 E J4 == TEN GUN DOTTIE ABORT - OVER BASE #2 END TEMP
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN GRICE 210 36 42-51110 110 M A% 94 TOP O' THE MARK
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN HARTSWICK 210 13 44-40277 277 P J4 52 MISS USED
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN HODGE 210 13 42-100366 366 H z5 72 MIZPAH
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN HOOD 210 34 44-50539 539 B J4 4 UNKNOWN 045
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN KELLY 210 15 44-40287 287 J J4 53 BACHELOR'S BEDLAM
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN McCARTNEY 210 11 42-50740 740 Q J3 28 OUR BURMA
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN MONTGOMERY 210 5 42-50912 912 D J4 26 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN NUTTER 210 8 42-95108 108 B z5 70 ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN O'REGAN 210 17 41-29567 567 G A% 18 MY BUNNIE / BAMBI
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN POLLIARD 210 21 L2 |42-95557 557 H J3 39 LADY PEACE
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN RHOADES 210 24 42-51179 179 P z5 81 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN ROSEN 210 14 42-50456 456 D z5 51 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN SCHUCH 210 1 41-29340 340 N A% 73 YANKEE BUZZ BOMB
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN SHARP 210 6 42-50499 499 U J3 40 COOKIE/OPEN POST
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN SIEVERTSON 210 31 42-51514 514 B A% 27 BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN SLOAN 210 3 42-110163 163 M J4 74 TIME'S A WASTIN
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN SNYDER 210 3 44-40298 298 E z5 45 THE SHACK
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN SPRATT 210 18 42-52457 457 Q A% 105 FINAL APPROACH
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN THOMAS 210 6 42-95120 120 M z5 84 HOOKEM COW / BETTY
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN WELCH 210 4 44-40126 126 L z5 71 SPITTEN KITTEN / SKY TRAMP
22-Mar-45 |KITZINGEN WILBURN 210 18 42-50768 768 Y J4 41 ARISE MY LOVE AND COME WITH ME
Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, 75-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/1/2015






