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HE.DQU.RTERS 2d .JIR DIVISION EE=5-4
PO 558

37362 1 .pril 1945

SUBJECT: Tactical .nalysis of Missions 21 March 1945 = Field Orders 634 ond 635,
TO : Commconding Genercls, .11 Combat Bonb iings, This Division, .P0 553,

This information is sutmitted for your considerction and any cetion you deen
nccesscry. The deductions and renmarks mcde below are the results off the study of
nission reports and infomaction obtained from Combct .ings cnd Groups,
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BITTLE ORDER PRILERY SECOID.RY DISP D
ool E

g
Ol sad UL

20th CBi «dhorn (Vis.) Osnabruck
5 Hesepe ® -
n

S.COID. RY

none
"
"

LOLY, __‘{I;. dd

ceoff's were noruicl with units experiencin: no wecther difficultics.
Group cnd Combat Jing assemblies were frou fair to ;ood with sone units reportin
slow assemblies, - The Division assenbly wos effected with the 96th Combet Ang
being two minutes lote and being third in the Division column instend of second.
sn ctterpt wos mede by the 96th Conbat ding to secure proper position in The Divi-
sion colurin ot Control Point <y but due to the lerge foroe,’ this was not effected
cnd units remcined in the order {20%h - L4th - 96th - 2nd) ot catry %o the D.L.

It should be noted thit oncc & unit is in inproper position on the D.L it should
renain in thot position cnd not citeupt to rerin its bmicfed position unless the
success of the mission (uacovery (% I ctc) will be jeoprrdized by so doing,

Combc.t Frst .ctucl ..s3enbly Briefed Time .sSsenbly

/in Tekeoff ~JLtitudes Jor CP 1

4 110C

20th 0621
96th 0631
Lysth 0615

2nd UodLD

Novipgotion - Penetration

Qe Londfoll ot encry coast was very ood - 11 units being within four

miles of the briefed point. Visibility was very good, Division column here w:

elcven minutes in-léngth,
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Tacticel .nalysis of Missions 21 liarch 1945

b, Route in to the IP was unobscured by clouds and visibilit:

r wes good,
ciding navigators to stay within six miles of course.

C. Haneuver at IP.was normal; some units were two to four miles south
Jdue to conflict among Squoadron formctions while uncovering,

d. Bomb runs were mcde visunlly - navigation check points were good,

3. Bombing Jmflysis

&. 5ix Squadrons fram the 20th Ving (448th ¢nd 446th - 3 each) were cble
to attack the airfield at .Jdhorn visunlly with excellent results, Hesepe was at-
tacked by four Squadrons of the 93rd Group, eleven S juedrons from the 96th ing

nd three Squadrons of the 392nd Group., The choice of frogmentaion bombs, ordered
by Eighth .dr Force for this target, was an error, Units assigned to this target
lid excellent bombing - with the correct bomb loads a return trip to this cirfield
would not have been necesscry. The remcinin- force of the Lith ving (7 Squadrons)
and all of the 2nd Combat Wing dealt ..chmer o blow that will keep it unserviceable
for some time, Results of thc mission were excellent,

be The excellent job done is an excuple of perfect coordination. This
is agoin proof thot perfomecnces of this coliler con be eXpected when there is
coreful coordination fran plonnin: throush cxccution,

4, Novipation - Withdrowa

2. Rallies were normel for three ./in s; the 96th Combat /ing experienced
difficulty in rallying becouse of interfcrence f'rom

2 B=17's, and come out seven
iniles south of the rally point.

Ue The route out to lapdf

cndf'all shovied excellent navigation, and all units
adhered closely to course.

C,  Lcndfzall out was very good, 11 1 $ on course, The Division
colunwos eighteen minutes in length,

2. ZFighter Support

&, Headquarters, Zighth .ir Force cssicned the followin:
support: the 4th and 353rd,
arget area, .t "1 awoy"

oonbs awol

Fighter Groups
These Groups sove escort on penetration and

they strofcd the torget ./Dt's.

Zneny ..ction Hncountered

&¢ There
_.,//:J" 5 Werc covered
cloims 12-0-4
for loss of 5 NYR., 4th zroup atten
heavy - the Group then cdjourncd to .. hmer o

1-0-0 /3, 4=0-k t/e, cn

y reiction to this effort, The Groups strofing the
o other forces, The 353rd Groug
5-0=1 t/¢ on ;round at ..chmer/Brrzmsche i/D,
pted to strofe Hesepe ./D but the flak was too
o8 uul. ed jpjl“.t Pagel ;

/ TAYS =
s/e - the losses were 5 IiYR,

o)
ter Groups fr

Jets, 9-0-15 s/e, and

Oup 10r cloams ol

Wos meager, incccur:ote,

Scouting [orce
e, rOrce

% Plonning - Both route and torcet forces were plenned for this mission,
wome weather difficultics were expected enroutc from loy middle cloud. The tarpét
force was to report weather thirty-five minutcs before toriet time beczuse the
primaries were to be attocked visuclly only. In évent the primaries were not
visual, decision had to be mcde prior to I to zo to the secondeory torget.
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Lfoctical inalysis of

bs ZExecution - No weather difficultics were cncountered c.nd all torgets
were nttacked visuclly, The scouting forees functioncd normally,

9« Jervenin;: Force

Qs © 48 nohe of our targets was heavily dufunAgd, no Screenin

Radar

H2X .nalysis

./C-Over OX For
Group Dispatched Taorset laviration g Remcxks

389th
445th
453rd

1 equipiment wclfunction
1 equipnent mclfunction
1 equipnent molfunction

AN\ N

Lith
392nd
L91st

i £ aent melf

W N O\

93rd
s 5iiey
LL6th

4, Bth

mclfunction
nalfunction
Afunction

nWwe

458th
-r;)\;th

467th

walfunction

(: ;kvw \STR S,

idcred unsatisfactory

opcrator

for

signals good,
signels feir,
t turn equipment on,
1l visucl bombing.

OSmMm-HTm-MOOPCrOZC

sipnals - others,
o1l visucl bombing.
11 bombing visual,

- sy 4 1 > 3
OT utillzed,

ot arin
= VASUld 00me1
et T &
ULVLLL OO L.
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Tokeoff, ..ssembly, and Dul

13526

2. Takeoffs were nomal, Group and Combot ing assenmblics werce from
-0od to very pood, On the D.L, &ll units were in proper order with some units

buing o little lote; however, no difficultics ensucd,

Combat First ..ctual aussenbly Bricfed Time ..ssembly

wing Tckeoff sltitudes

For ¢ 1 Tine

2nd 1545 12,000 1649
1,th 1531 12,000 1631
1500 13, 000 1648

1526 12, 000 1650

Duc to the small number of ./C involved, thc time allowed
for assembly seens cxcessive, One hour end ten minutes

should have been sufficicat tine for assembly.

2., Novirotion = Penctration

2. Landfell in ot encemy coast was mrde 500de

cloud coverage clmost nil, The Division colunn was four

Visibility was good and
minutes long at the point

The route in to IP was floun within five milcs of the briefcd route

exccpt the 20th ing: wuich cpprocciced its TP ten miles left of course

lue to foulty novigotion. Visibility woas mood cad cloud coverape wes nil,

The mancuver at the IP was normcl -~ oll und

runs vere 1l units in

t5 uncovered in good oxrder.

ight haze

up Oi1 7Thae

:2xcellent re:

L. th Group's lc:d ./C
lectriccl cables to the C-1 cuto-pilot an
relinquish its le:d in time remcining;
left, Tvo .,/C of thc oquedron drop,
c. The lecd ./C of the 446th uroug
bomb smoke cnd hoze - bombs fell upon rocods

good domege results,

d, EBExcellent bombin
448th and the LL 392nd.

4, Nevigoation - withdrawal

Rallies were normol with ©ll units lecvin

‘hich severed the
The lead ./C was unable

ty finding: the MPI due

ckks wrec - vith very

9th, lecd 466th, LL

41 . S~ - :n . Y.
cac 1 7004 Ooruer,

be Route out to londfcll was flown cenerally rive to six miles south of

course by the 96th, 2nd, and 20th .ings, duc to nivirctione Good visibility of-

forded check points, but the 20th Wing was the valy one to corrcct its course to

he briefed landf:ll out, The l4th ini: cut its route s

hort, ;oin~ thirteen mile:

north of course.

¢, Lindfall out was very good by the l4th and 20th wings; 96th and 2nd

in_s were ninc miles south of course, hoving foiled to corrvet their hecading when

they came off course ter the rcolly point. The Division column Jics four minutes

l o) ¢ 1
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hter Support

& Two lighter Groups supportcd 2.D Bonbers on their second mission when
¢y cttocked Bsscn (lulheim) .irdrome in the Ruhr, The 359th Group cover.d the
two Boxes with the 355th on the lost two Boxes, This wos o reduced effort
not necessitating o loxye number of Fighters,

6. Encmy ..ction Encountcrcd

There was no eneny aireraft reaction,

be lioderate to intense cccurcte tracking

torcet.
7. Losses
There viere no losscs.
8. Scoutin;: Force

Qe Planning - One forcc was to report target weather twenty minutes be-
fore target time,

be Execution - Tor;et force functioned noxriclly.

9. Screening: Force

no screening

A s 0

target was very heavily flok acfended: houever,
because the tarset was to be qu‘.uli‘{.ul_',' visu

lf'unction

(SR SEeY

~

interfercnce

Li6th

44,8th

er\n

nce on this mission is
th\.r\‘ viere

thc cables on one Arcerof't

other ../C the H2X scope received too much interfer

OmnmHTMHO>»CEOQOZCS

LCHC

bonbing,

excellent si
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Tacticcl ..nclysis of liissions 21 li

392nd Visual run - excellent sign:.l
L), 5 "

4L0Tn

L4 6th : Visucl run - good sirnals
L466th Unknown GH equipgnment not utilized

1] ' "

/ 3

(1) -Gunercl remcrks = Equipment worked very well,
11, Comments

c s¢ two missions were cxecutcd in ¢ supcrior manner.
i pexrticularly cou.cndable and no more need be

seid about the boubing.

b, There was too nmuch slopyy navigetion on the mission to Zssen ifF,

The exccllent visual conditions os well as thc nony navigational aids aveiloble
should bring much better navigation thon we hod,

C. Runs on the Essen ./F mission were set up as GH runs. The 466th
Group did not utilize GH equipnent. The followin:s up of visual runs with blind
bombing instruncnts should be stondard procedurc (o) so thet o chonge over to
instrument boubing can be irmedictely effected -~ hen necess: Y, (b) so thot equip-
ment ean be properly checked and (c) so thot the operctor will et the benefit
of practice,

By cormand of lic.jor Gener:l 0

ISPt ag LFDS

m lOTS y T T
JINAILLO o L loOonwVULL

rij;oadier General
Chief of Stoff

RRTOT. T.e
A0 LPul R WS PN I

-l

95}

UmHTMHMOOO>»COQOZC
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seather Swriory
Xy

Forccast - Light, persistecat
ils ot 18 - 20,000 feet, becomin
moderate, persistent above 22,000 feet.

wind: ot 23,000 feet - 280/38.
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Group___h5Sth Bomb Gp ( H) STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS Primary: Hosepe AF
: (Part 1) ' _ Ordered Targets: Secondary: (1) Amy &/F % '!g eny other
Date of Operation___ 21 Mar gh 19S5 Division Field Grd_erlNo. &7 (2) Osmebrusk unit

Sorties CredifiEffect Eg‘ont NO- Number and L J"sixl'craﬁ" Lost Time {Total
Squad- |Total}less Sort-| tVe i\?(é “/G B Name of Target ‘I‘ype of Bembs| P Flak U of |Time
Unuseq ies POrt-|sii® (Bomb-|of n Terget & ' N | Take |of - Comments
ren d i Sleg 20 Tot q g tal |Flak E/A L
_ | |Sparey | 1165 [les| ing |7&Y E/h_[B/4 [roc | K | off Biis'n
Rrc B t 2l 5.t b. . 7.4 8.139 10, 11 A1 15,436 17138 g 24 | 27 Lo
w919 8 8| 1| 8 | PP Hesepe ¥ 932 100§ W3O othe | 172
.‘ 2 g 9 9| 9| = | 9 | ¥ Hesepe A/F 960 1005 MO Pl A/0 « long delay fusing
‘ 3 9 9 j 8 |8 1| 8 | | Hesepe A/F 932 x.z? B0
. 2
A9 9| 9| 9| =] 9 | Hespesr 42} 1205 AL
rorats |-36 1 36 | Sh| 34 | 2 | 34 | *1| Besepe A/F 2008 2008 0| « | = | | «| |« |0G0] 272
) 42) 120041
; 27
, :
o ‘ . , , , NON-EFFECTIVE SQRTIE SWMMLRY (Pert 3) . -
*  [fot-||Causes ,of Non-E'f‘I;ect'ves Incidents of Merh&ni al and Equipment Failures .
al o 2 N >
& o = 3 H12 g g 0 @ [ -
Non © o o | ° Q g £l 1o A d0 HSH mrg 1 H 3 o g5 | g o c +
el 218 eBlualasl g 3] B8 |6l a0H.8 Dn 4y aEeBE s8]0 G 51
sortll 8| & |SEIESIS2 ] 5] B |gn|oa|sd|s Handadsg |89 /38dag|pa|d9|os
ies | 2 | & |A2182 |28 I &1 A |[Sahn |ac|l doandeme (8a [Bnad &|So [dn|d w 1
irLL 47 4 481 ho f 50§ 51 W s2 | 53f Shl 59 {56 |87 |58 {59 60 J61 | A2 |63 |6 65 |_b6 | 67
2 | 2 2 i 3
Foofnote |1 H
Fooinote |2
Footnote (3 L

- Bl-29305
§2-50508
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8AF (Cont)

T4+ 5398

Hallis

25 ¢ 2988

24D
O'Regen
V5 3h0N

%
Danie
25 & 366H

SRR - I3 740q

ST
DISP 4/C T,
23 go2m 1
11 837L 2
= 3

L

5

6

7

8
9

10

22 557 11
21 26l 12

lliams, D.G,

o

Minsker - CAFT GARDNIR

T3 s 8371
Scope

RCM
Eidelsherg
Ty : 980V

k-21

E
=
i1

|

8
2
]

m
E
:

Vi 7667

(37) GP's -Vis

Mission #337

LEAD S;.DRON

Dyer - MAJ PHILLIP

T3+ 902k
Sealy
Z5 + 0597
K-21
24D
Hadden
Ty s 277P
Pelton
25 1 305N

SECOND SGUADRON

Williems, D,E,
J3 1 9361

Scope E-20 Aﬁ‘e”n
45 1 578F
2
Nutter
Z5 + logB
BAF (ROM)
Banders
Z5 1 154
THIRD SQULDRON
Hathorn
J3 3 261a
Zerry
7V 1 4250
8AF 1
Clutter
7V s 504L 24D-RCM
Grice,
Ve 110M
FCURTH SQU.DRON
Hoffran
I35 939G
Scope-k-20 2:D
Thomas
25 : 120M
Herati
25 + 0187 24D
k-21 Rorinson
Jh: 163M

21 March 1945

24D (Cont)
Hoey

Ty & 912D
k-21
8hF-RON
MoCoy
T s 768y

2

84F
Rhoades
25 s 1799
24D

Mateer
25 & 3400

ar
Tackson,W.L,
7V s 487R
k-21 B4F-ROM
Simpson
TV 1 2704

8LF
Everett
25 : 183U
K-21 ~ Rom
en
%5 12

E-22
I3 499U (21) Frags - Vis

MARSH.LLING FL.N
R/l 23
EST  WEST EuST E.ST

ST
4/C Disp Disp 4/C T.0. 4/C DISF DISP 4/C T.0. 4/C DISP

13 7437 zi 32 ‘biﬁ 22

1 9396 Bl 24

5% b o -gagy - 15 32 352K 27

277P U7 16 578F RV 2633 2704 2

9120 42 171086 36 3} suon 29
30N 51 18 179p 9 30 1204 46
980V L3 19 456D R 28 31 o187 4y
7680 38 20 1994 53 32 183U 51
2% L5 21 6,00 79 3 lem Lo

9361 36 22 2585 RV 2029 7667 31
30 4250 23 35 126L 46
27 504L 24 36 366H RV 28



458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
21-Mar-45 HESEPE ALLEN, R 209 3 42-50578 578 F z5 48 SKY ROOM
21-Mar-45 HESEPE BECK 209 3 42-51199 199 A z5 39 UNKNOWN 023
21-Mar-45 HESEPE BURMAN 209 19 41-29352 352 K A% 84 WOLVE'S LAIR
21-Mar-45 |HESEPE CLUTTER 209 ABT 42-50504 504 L 1A% . UNKNOWN 019 ABORT - #4 TURBO OUT
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE DANIEL 209 4 42-100366 366 H z5 71 MIZPAH
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE DYER 209 24 PHILLIP L1 |44-49902 902 M J3 4 UNKNOWN 043
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE EIDELSBERG 209 25 41-28980 980 \ J4 26 UNKNOWN 009
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE EVERETT 209 23 42-95183 183 u z5 92 BRINEY MARLIN
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE GRICE 209 35 42-51110 110 M A% 93 TOP O' THE MARK
21-Mar-45 HESEPE HADDEN 209 28 44-40277 277 P J4 51 MISS USED
21-Mar-45 HESEPE HATHORN 209 27 L3 |44-49261 261 A J3 14 UNKNOWN 042
21-Mar-45 HESEPE HERDTI 209 17 42-95018 018 J z5 93 OLD DOC'S YACHT
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE HOEY 209 31 42-50912 912 D J4 25 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
21-Mar-45 HESEPE HOFFMAN 209 15 L4 |42-51939 939 G J3 27 UNKNOWN 028
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE HOLMGREN 209 5 44-40126 126 L z5 70 SPITTEN KITTEN / SKY TRAMP
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE JACKSON, WL 209 16 44-10487 487 R 1A% 46 Girl on surfboard (no name)
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE JOHNSON, C 209 13 42-51743 743 F J3 24 UNKNOWN 006
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE LANQUIST 209 9 42-95557 557 H J3 38 LADY PEACE
21-Mar-45 HESEPE MARTIN, W 209 2 44-10618 618 T J3 10 UNKNOWN 038
21-Mar-45 HESEPE MATEER 209 4 42-50640 640 e} z5 35 BUGS BUNNY
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE McCOY 209 13 42-50768 768 Y J4 40 ARISE MY LOVE AND COME WITH ME
21-Mar-45 HESEPE MINSKER 209 4 GARDNER D1 |44-48837 837 L J3 18 UNKNOWN 041
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE NUTTER 209 7 42-95108 108 B z5 69 ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11
21-Mar-45 HESEPE O'REGAN 209 16 41-29340 340 N A% 72 YANKEE BUZZ BOMB
21-Mar-45 HESEPE PELTON 209 ABT 41-29305 305 N z5 -- I'LL BE BACK/HYPOCHONDRIAC ABORT - #4 SUPER CHG
21-Mar-45 HESEPE PERRY 209 33 42-100425 425 e} A% 70 THE BIRD
21-Mar-45 HESEPE RHOADES 209 23 42-51179 179 P z5 80 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
21-Mar-45 HESEPE ROBINSON 209 3 42-110163 163 M J4 73 TIME'S A WASTIN
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE SANDERS 209 4 42-50456 456 D z5 50 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
21-Mar-45 HESEPE SEALY 209 32 42-110059 059 T z5 72 UNKNOWN 056
21-Mar-45 HESEPE SIMPSON 209 30 42-51270 270 A A% 28 MY BUNNIE Il
21-Mar-45 HESEPE SMITH, WB 209 1 44-50766 766 J 1A% 1 YOU'VE HAD IT
21-Mar-45 HESEPE THOMAS 209 5 42-95120 120 M z5 83 HOOKEM COW / BETTY
21-Mar-45 | HESEPE WALLIS 209 8 44-40298 298 E z5 44 THE SHACK
21-Mar-45 HESEPE WILLIAMS, DG 209 23 44-50539 539 B J4 3 UNKNOWN 045
21-Mar-45 HESEPE WILLIAMS, DK 209 15 L2 |42-51936 936 | J3 22 UNKNOWN 027
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