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CONFIDENTIIAL

HEADQUARTERS 2d AIR DIVISION EE-5-f
AP0 558

31 liarch 1945
Tactical Analysis of Mission 19 March 1945 = F, 0. 632.
Commanding Generals, sll Combat Bomb Wings, This Division, APO 558.
This information is submitted for your consideration and any action you deem
The deductions and remarks made below sre the results of the study of

n reports and information obtained from Combct .ings and Groups,

' OVER

BoITLE ORDER  PRILARY SECCIDARY

1 th CEV leuburg (Vis.) ‘urzburg
2nd CEV » " i

.. . Baumenheim " "
20th CEi " "

96th CEJ Leipheim .

Assembly and DAL

<)

Tekeoff's were normal.
Continental Assembly Plan A wes used on this mission, 2nd and 20th
Combat Wings reported buncher signals weck and their assemblies were slow,
Combat Hrst actual assenbly iefed Time .x_f‘,sgmbl‘-,'
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¢. The Division assembly was very good,
formation,

2, Navigation - Penetration

&, Departure from the assembly area was five minutes ahead of schedule,
From the assembly area to Control roint 1, all units were about five miles south
of course,’ From this point %o the iP, the "ses were very accurate except
for the 491st Group, whict 1a5s te at the Dal, was forged to fly
directly to the IP.

approaching the IP and turning into the targets, all units were
forced do o altitudes lower than briefed b haze, contrails, and poor visi-
bility., .11 IP's were wmede good at the lover levels and targets were attacked

Visually (as far as smoke and haze would permit).

3. Eombing inalysis

a8, The li4th Combat .(ing was assigned the airfield at ileuburg, which
vas attackcd with fair to excellent results. Come difficulty was encountered
with haze and bomb smdke.

b. The 2nd Combat Wing was assigned the airfield at licuburg and the
Baumenheim ijgsserschmitt AG Factory. . The 453rd Group, attacking i-euburg, ex-
perienced-difficulty with contrails which caused the bombing altitude to be /
lowered. Somg conflict was caused by two Squadrons of the:lith vWing through in-
terference ‘bn the bomb run. The Lead Squadron bombardier synchronized oh smoke
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from previous bombing and dropped short of the MPI. Two Squadrons of the 445th
Group synchronzied short of the IPI and displaced the crosshairs into the smoke.
Results were poor to excellent for these two Groups. Three Squadrons of the 380tl
Group and one of the 453rd Group attacked the lesserschmitt plant at Baumenheim
with good to excellent results,

c. The 20th Combat ./ing was assigned the Baumenhein llesserschmitt 4G
factory which was attacked with poor to excellent rcsults, Dense persistent
contrails necessitated lowering the bombing altitude and ceused difficulty in
identifying the eiming point, The 93rd Group was souewhat scattered at the
bomb relcase point as a result of lowering the bombinz altitude shortly before
bombs awaye One Squadron of the 446th Group, flying HR on the 93rd Group, had
a C-1 auto-pilot malfunction. This, in conjunction with heavy bomb smoke over
the 1PI, explains the poor bombing of this Squadron,

d. The 96th Combat . ing was assigned the airfield at Leipheim, which
was attacked with excellent results. No scrious difficulties were encountered,

4., Navigation - Withdrawal

a. The units rallied well off the targets and quickly turned to briefed

be 4Lt this point the visibility was restricted by haze and contrails
through which the Division force climbed to pass safely over the flak area, The
courses followed werc good - all being within five milcs of the briefed route.

¢, «fter passing the flak area, the Division let down on course to the
coast, Landfall was made in good order. The Division column cleared the coas

within a fifteen minute interval and within five miles ol the briefed point,

5. TFighter

355th A and B, on the lith ifing
2 5

B, on the 20th ing;

a. There were numerous cncounters with enemy aircraft but nonc
\bers was attacked, L b
swept back along Bomber route after bresking escort - 20
09's with experienced and aggressive pilots were encountered over liunster 4/

h clainms of 3-0-0 (air) for no loss.

h Group claims 1-0-0 (air). One

b, Flak at the targets was nil - some meager inaccurate flak was ex-

perienced at the battle line upon withdraual,

‘urther information available,

a, Planning - The non arget force was planned. It was to report

target weather twenty minu et ne In aduition, a route Scouting

FOYXrCce was pdanned,

b. Execution -:Ha: dense persistent contrails,-and cirrus at 19,C
encountcred in the vicinity of the IP., Upits bombed visually beneath
CLON .‘i.

(1) Low ceiling and poor visibilities were encountered on return
were of great help in getting the bombers back.
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Tactical analysis of liission 19

Screening lorce

. . . - " N . . .
&. llo ocreening Force was utilized since the assigned tarzcts were not
heavily defended,

10, Radar
H2X Analysis

#/C Qver
Group Target

349th ! L

445th 2 3

453rd 4
44 th

392nd

491 st

malfunction

93rd L : - abort

equirment nalfunction
uipment u unction

uwipnent walfunction

£t}
,,‘.,Ot.L
L 8th eq
) EQat
LO0TnNn

e

uil

Lo7th

cred satisfactory,
wres, rorty-four H2
o 5 : -

U
N
c
L
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S
S
I
F
I
E
D

) @ 1
G/l f )

ne »/C 453rd Gro p 1 he Contincat i se * fuel shortage - a dir
' €xXcessive 1 i uld be sufficicnt for grou;
inder favorable weather conditions, The st Group allowed sixty minutc

1bly.
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Tactical .nalysis of liission 19 larch 1945 - F. 0. 632

12, Comments

a, This mission brings home again the extreme importance of a thorough
tudy of the target area to facilitate off set bombing in restricted visibility and
bomb smoke.

b. Some Squecdron Leaders showed ekxccllent initiative and aggressiveness
in lowering their bombing altitude to get below the hcavy contrails, 4ir Comman—
ders and Squadron Lezders should pay particular attention to the rlak bricfing so
that, in such instances, a sound decision as to lowering the bombing altitude
can be made, as in this instance,

By command of llcjor General IErNER;
FR4#INCIS H, GRISIOLD
Brigedier General USL
Chicf of Staff

OFrICI.L:

-
Jok Wi < '
‘f‘fﬂuvq 'V' ¢ et
ROBERT H, TERRILL
Colonel GSC
Dep C of S for Operations

1l Incl:

Incl 1 - ijeather Summary
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dssion 19 llarch

Weather Suanary

forecast - Moderate to dense
persistent contrails associated with

high cloud. Target v

vinds: at 15,000 -
330/30; at 20,000 - 340/40.

be 4ctual - Contrauils - dcnse
persistent associated with haze layer
or thin cirrus base 17 - 20,000 feet,
top 23 - 25,000 fect - O700E to targets.
Temperatures aloft 3 - 5 degrees warmer
than forecast - winds alof't as forecast.
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Group__Jy584) , | STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS Primarys: %

(Part 1) . Ordered Targets: Secondary: )
Date of Operation__19 March 1945 Division Field Order No. 632
Sorties  |CreditEffect I,goegt N</2. » Number and | _ Lircraft lost | Ti?e gotal
r(izad o UnugeJ ies port- S:-Q;e Bomb- | of e on Tergets To F & 1 N | Take lof Conme nts
Spared . |ies PT- o _-’I‘;g_ﬁ“ taliFlakig/, |E/A fsce | K | off- Bis'n
|2 " 3 L L Y - O, O 9. 10 1l (1) | 15 ) 1A | 17118119 25 | 27 : lm»
1a 9] 9 9 9t -« | 9 |PT|Lleipheim A/F 82 500 M17 | - “| @« | «|] =|«]1015} 261
2 10] 10 10| 10| = 9 |PT | Leipheim A/F 86 500# M17 | = ol - wl afm & -
‘ _ 1,{{" | Baumenheim Arm, Wks |10 500# M17 - - - ] =] - = | Bombed with 93rd Bomb Gp
v 3 10| 0| 10 10| = |10 [fI"|Leipheim A/F 31 500# GP - - w] alwl -
o ] 6} 500# RDX
1 5008 Mkl2
; 1 |FT | Baumenheim Arm Wrks |10 500# M17 - - - | -] -] =]1015} 261 -
tomms| 29| 29 | 29| 29/ - 28 |PT |Leipheim A/F 168 500# M17
< 2& 50% GP
: 5007 RDX
1 500# MK12
. . N X | NON-EFFECTIVE SORTIE SUMM.RY (Part 3) ) , X )
Tot-{| Cuuses of Non-Effectives I Incidents of Mechenical and Bquipment Failures
anl Bl g c:§ = o = E-E'%E'gaaaﬂ 8§ v H2 |eg| nl=3 c %
Non o o . : ’ ] omre nts
AR REITHE FIEIRE B Y I v F R A
portl| [ 5 a5 |58 o f[2&[52(828|° 4598380 |83 |3ad28| 2|5 (R5
ies || = | A& (B2 ]o= |28 B |\ |on|H® A © A Soa alcElm e |ma MuoH Slon |M o4 w
47 | 48 | 49 o | 51 ff 52 1 53] Sh) 55 |56 §57 158 |59l 60 {61 | 60 |63 | 6N 65 | 6A 67
Ml
. t
Footfnote |1 g
Footfnote |2 ml
Footnote 3




MISSION NO. 335

19 ifarch 1945

8AF 24D Cont.
Jackson, W, L. 1
TV & 567G
Josgphaon
T 4ETR
Bomb Loed - 10 X M17's
Johnson
J3 5 516V
Dantler
J4 19807 24D Ja : 2877
lontgomery _Sloan_
J& i 9lap 2575 196Q
K-21 BAF-RCM
Bomb Load - 10 X K17's
J3 s 608 5 : 183U
Deniel
21 25 1 1799
Mateer S
25 : 120M 75 1 2988
K-21
Bomb Load - 10 X S00#GP's
1/10N - 1/100T
SPARES: DISP. SPAREG DLSR.
J3-6137T (Vis) 24  Wl7's 25-108B 45 WMl7's
J3 499U (Vis) 21 5004Gr's 25-126L 46 500# GP's
32 il7's 25-6400 49 500# GP's
30 Wl7%s
ORDER OF TAKE OFF
B/ 23
WEST Ei6T JEST BLST
DISP a/c Mo,  a/c DISP, DISP A/C N , A/c DISP
25 902K 1 539B 42
2 939G 4 17 163 38
3 743F 37 18 1969 53
4 516V 35 19 912D 42
5 628K 39 20 2877 43
19 6084 6 21 768y 38
31 1101 7 22 456D R/w 28
29 567G 8 23 578F R/u 28
3 340N 9 24 0187 44
33 2701 10 25 183U 51
32 487R n 26 2988 RAV 28
27 sozr 12 27 1204 46
33 316H 13 28 179P 49
14 27 40 29 199 53
15 980V 43



458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM ALLEN, R 207 2 42-51199 199 A z5 38 UNKNOWN 023
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM BROWN, R 207 10 42-50768 768 Y J4 39 ARISE MY LOVE AND COME WITH ME
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM CHIMPLES 207 28 SIMES L1 |44-49902 902 M J3 3 UNKNOWN 043
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM CLUTTER 207 4 42-95316 316 H A% 94 PRINCESS PAT
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM DANIEL 207 3 42-51179 179 P z5 79 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM DANTLER 207 3 41-28980 980 \ J4 25 UNKNOWN 009 BOMBED WITH 93BG
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM EISERT 207 28 LaVALLE L2 |42-51743 743 F J3 22 UNKNOWN 006
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM ELLIS 207 9 BLACK D1 |42-51939 939 G J3 26 UNKNOWN 028
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM EVERETT 207 22 42-95183 183 u z5 91 BRINEY MARLIN
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM GILBERT 207 2 44-40287 287 J J4 52 BACHELOR'S BEDLAM NYR - PROB LANED IN FRANCE (EINDHOVEN GAS)
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM GRICE 207 34 42-51110 110 M 1A% 91 TOP O' THE MARK
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM HARTSWICK 207 12 44-40277 277 P J4 50 MISS USED
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM HERDTI 207 16 42-95018 018 J z5 92 OLD DOC'S YACHT
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM HOLMGREN 207 4 41-29340 340 N A% 70 YANKEE BUZZ BOMB
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM HOOD 207 33 44-50539 539 B J4 2 UNKNOWN 045
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM JACKSON, WL 207 15 41-29567 567 G A% 17 MY BUNNIE / BAMBI
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM JOHNSON, C 207 12 42-50516 516 \ J3 28 STARDUST
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM JOSEPHSON 207 35 44-10487 487 R 1A% 44 Girl on surfboard (no name)
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM MATEER 207 3 42-95120 120 M 5 82 HOOKEM COW / BETTY
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM MONTGOMERY 207 4 42-50912 912 D J4 24 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM POLLIARD 207 20 L3 |42-95628 628 K J3 19 UNKNOWN 038
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM ROSEN 207 13 42-50456 456 D z5 49 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM SIMPSON 207 29 42-51270 270 A 1A% 26 MY BUNNIE Il
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM SLOAN 207 2 42-51196 196 Q J3 50 THE GYPSY QUEEN
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM SNYDER 207 2 44-40298 298 E z5 43 THE SHACK
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM TEBBS 207 35 42-50502 502 E A% 50 LARRUPIN' LINDA
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM WARRELL 207 31 42-110163 163 M J4 72 TIME'S A WASTIN
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM WELCH 207 3 42-50578 578 F z5 47 SKY ROOM
19-Mar-45 |LEIPHEIM WILLIAMS, DK 207 22 42-50608 608 w J3 24 FILTHY McNAUGHTY LISTED ONLY AS "WILLIAMS"
Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, 75-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/1/2015






