THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

HE/DQU/RTERS 24 /IR DIVISION EE-S-l,
4PO 558

373.2 : 29 March 1945
S'JBJECT: Tactical /nalysis of Mission 18 Morch 1945 - F, 0. 631.

T0. : Commanding Gencrals, /11 Combut Bomb Wings, This Division, PO 558.

: This information is submitted for your considerction and any aection you deem
necessary, The deductions and remarks mode below are the results of the study of

nission reports and infomation obtained from Combat «ings and Groups.

_ ~ i/c 4/C OVER
BATTLE ORDER ' PROLRY SECONDARY ~ DISPLTGHED  T.RGET

' 96th CBY  Berlin (Vis.) Berlin (H2X) 87
JJ{-th CEV' " n " " 86
2nd CB7/ Hennigsdorf (Vis,) " " 87

n n

20th CBJ/ 2 " 8
2iD

LD L7
528

1. okeoff and .issenbly

Qe Tokeoff - Times

Canbat First /ctual Lssenbly Briefed Time JLissenbly
Wing Tokeoff [ltitudes For CP 1 Time

9€th 0756 12,000 0948 1:52
14th 0757 12,500 0951 1:54
2nd 0750 12,000 0954 2: 04
20th 0755 12,000 0957 2:02

be Tokcoffs were without incident.

Ce ussemblies - Nomol - units departed on tine, The 2nd and 20th Cambot
Wings mede o small dogleg after Control Point . to achieve the briefed order and
interval,

2. Navigation - Penetration

.

’ % Landfall in was made at the briefed point on the Dutch coast = the
Divison colunn was eleven minutes long here, The lead of the 20th Combat Wing was
forced to dogleg over the North Sea to keep from over-running preceding units,

b. Units flew the briefed route from londfcll to the Dunmer Loke areo.;
after completing the Dumnmer Loke dogleg - the 20th Wing did not turn enough and
cut short the next point, .11 other units mode this point good.

. G Approaching the IP, the Division was troubled with clouis, haze and
dense persistent contrails, which in some cases mode it impossible to kecp visucl
contact between Wings,

.4 The 4b6th cnd 458th Group of the 96th Combat /imgs made the IP good.
The 467th over-ran the IP by ten milcs in an endeavor to avoid contrails mede by
Groups ahead, -On the bomb run, the H2X of the 466th Group went cut and as it was
too late to ncke a visunl run on the target the unit decided to turn off and look
for a target of opportunity, '

€. .1l Groups of the 14th Ving made good the IP and bombed on the bricfec

heading,
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Tactical inalysis of Mission 18 March 1945

¥ f. The 2nd Combat wing wes troubled by o group of stragglers from the 14ti
Ving.. In.an effort torstoy out of contrnils coused by these strogglers, the 389th
swung wide at the IP, Persistent contrpils caused the 445th ond 453rd Groups to
lose contoct with the lead; however, all Groups made the run as briefed,

* » 8 41l Groups of the 20th Caubat Wing ncde good the IP ond node the

bricfed bomb.run, 4 ¥ : -
3« Bombing /nalysis
. 2e. The 96th Conbat Wing (466th Group exceptcd) bombed the princry, Berlia

The L66th Group hod difficultdés on 4hé bomb rin - the Lead Squadron's H2X equip-
nent went out and a visual run wes not possible - the 2nd Squ:dron wos to the ex-
trene left of course:- the 3rd ‘Bqurdron's Lead Bombardier picked up the prinary
| visuilly, but the pilot turned off the run t6 mointoin group integrity., /1l three
- Squadrons bombed - targets of opportunity: Ulzen, Oranic¢nberg, and \Wiittstock, The
results were unobserved, The 467th Group banbed visually by Squadrons.  The lead
4/C of both the Lead and the 2nd ‘SBquadron ‘were hit by flak on the bonb run, couse
ing the bapbardier of the Leed Squadron ‘to 1dse g sight of the aiming point; the
lecd 4/C of 2nd Squadron was ‘knocked out of formation; the deputy lead had the tar-
get in the sight, but was able to make only one course correction - danage results
of the-Lead and 2nd Squedrorswere foir and 3rd Squadron's danoge results werc ex-
cellent, The 458th Group bombed visually with the aid of H2X equipment., The pat=
tern of the 3rd Squadron has not been definitcly established, Danage results of
the Lead and 2nd Squadrons were fiom good-to éxocellent. 2

b, The Lth Combat wWing bombed its prinary, Berlin, by H2X equipment
with sone visuel assistance, - Thé HR Squidron of the LLth Group bombed the sec-
ondary by H2X. Heavy contrails, 3 - 9/10 clouds and intense flok were encountered
on the bomb run, The danage results were from fair to excellent.

C. The 2nd Combat Ving bonbed its princry, Hennigsdorf by H2X with some
visuol assistance. Five //C of thc HR Squadron of the 389th Group rcleased early
on intermittent signal by RER. The LL Squsdron (because of clouds and contrails)
beubed the secondary, The donoge results for the Group were excellent, "The 453rd
Group bonbed the secondary target after the Lead Squadron had changed its MPI
because of heavy bomb smoke, Excellent results on chosen MPI were achieved, The
445th, Lead Squodron, bombed the sccondary - LL and HR Squadrons bombed the pri-
nary. The donage results for the Group were fair,

d. The 20th Combat wWing bambed both the secondary, Berlin, ond the pri-
nory, Hennigsdorf, Bombing was done by H2X with some visunl assistance, The
446th Group bombed the primary with poor results, The 448th Group bombed the
secondary duc to cloud coverage over the prinory. Results were unobserved., The
Lead Squadron of the 93rd Group bombed the princry with excellent donage reosults,
The other two Squadrons bombed the secondory with poor damage results.

4. Navigation - Withdrawal

2. Clouds and contrails at flight cltitude in the torget aweh made
rolly alnmost impossible, The 458th Group lost its wing leader at the target ond
did not effect complete wing rally; however, rally was mode with assorted units
of various groupse. ;

b. The 466th- Group cut short the rclly point and went on to bamb targets
of opportunity at Ulzen and wittstock,

c. The 467th Group over-ron the rally point but made the ncxt turning
point,

d. The Uth Combat Wing swung wide at the rally but mede the noxt point
good - the Ving rallied without too much difficulty.

€. The 2nd wing nmode its rally as briefed,
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Toctical Analysis of ltission 18 Mcrch 1945

f. The 446th and 448th Groups cut their rally short to avoid contrails -
but nade good the next point on the routc. The 93rd Group swung wide off the tor-
get and Joined the rest of the \/ing ot the point after the rolly.

g« The route fron rally point to landfall out was mcode generally cs
briefed. Contrcils were still ccusing trouble and formations were spread out.

“h. Landfall out was nade at the bricfed point by 2ll but the 2nd tiing
which came out slightly south of course., The Division column at this point was
seventeen ninutcs in length,

5. Fighter Support

. 2., Four Fighter Groups flew close escort for 2,D Bombers. The liosquito
Observer aircraft and thc 96th Coumbot wing were covered by the 479th i and B Groups
The lhth, 2nd ond 20th Combat vings were covered respectively by the 4th /. and B,
355th .. and B and the 36lst /. and B Fighter Groups. Two other fighter Groups wcre
in the torget arec on free lance support to c11 8th LF Boubers,

6. Enenyv .ction Encountered

% . Jul88, dorting in and out of the clouds, mcde two posses ot o stroge
gling B-24 in the vicinity of Ulzen. Each tine P-51's fron the 4th Group tried to
interccpt it but the azircraft evaded by esccping into clouds. liembers of the 4th
Group believe this Jul88 was radar controlled. The B-24 was scfely escorted to
friendly territory where it londed at Brussels, Two other sightings of jet cir-
craft were nade but no encounters ensued, .

b, Flak at Berlin varied fron light to nodercte to intense - inaccurate
to accurate.

7. Losses

2. One aircroft, 467th Group - Hit by .4 over Berlin - Seen
in flanes - Two to five chutes secn,

b. Onc airecraft, 467th Group - Hit by JJd. over Berlin - Secn
down - Jpproxinately seven chutcs seen,

8. Scouting Forcc

& Plan - Therc was o possibility of scattered middle cloud, tops 18,000
feet, ond secaltored high cloud, bases 22,000 fect, along the route. It was plannec
touse o routc forcc thirty minutcs in advance of the Bombers and o toxrget force
reporting weather at T0T minus twenty minutes, .. nom-operational P-51 stood by
for possible use over the Chamnel,

b. Execution -
1) . B-24 was used over the Channel in lieu of the P-51.
) Scouts furnished good wecther informction,
(3) No corrmnicctions were ncintcincd between the Scouts and the 96th

and 20th Combat Wing Leaders due to R/T difficulties in the wing ./C. However,
weather infomation was reloyed and tronsmitted to all Combot Wings.

9, Screening Force
%. Plan - Four Mgsquito .,/C to fly the nomol screening maneuver,
b. Execution -

(1) Division Leader was uncble to establish R/T.contact with the
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Tactical inalysis of Mission 18 March 1945

Screening Force and lost -visual contact upon cntering the controils and hoze prior
to the IP.

(2) Sereening Force report executing the operation as plonned,

(3) The 96th Ving (Lcr.d)‘ reported intcnse and inaccurate to accurate
flok, The only two NYR 4/C were fronm the 2nd group over the target (467th Group).

10, Redar
2, H2X .nalysis

Group ./C ./C Over OK For OK For Renorks
Dispatched Terget Navigation Bonbing

389th
4.5th
453rd

1 equiment nalfunction

W

44th
392nd
491st

1 equipnient nclfunction

W

93rd
LL6th
L48th equipnent nalfunction
458th
466th

equipncent nclfunction
flak donage
equipnent nalfunction

v

ML,

hot o e W
N W

467th

N

- - |
40 39

n
¥
WU

L
i
3
IR
4
g
4
4
3
5
4
.
L6

(1) H2X operation for this nission is considered unsc.tisfaotory.
Foilures werc duc to mechonical couses and could not be corrected by the H2X
navigator,

bs GEE operation for this nission was s tisfactory., Pulse jaiing was
reported on both the Ruhr and Rheins choins - fixes were obtoined as faxr east a:

0930E.
Major General KEPNER:

> H., GRISWOLD
Brigadier General Usai
Chief of Stoff

OFFICI.L:

!}'“"»(L’(,. f///{»(\\km
ROBERT H. TERRILL
Colonel G3C

Dep C of S for Operations

1 Incl:
Incl 1 - jieather Sunnary
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Weather Swmary

&. Forecast - Dense persistent con-
trails associcted with thin alto-stratus
and hoze aloft, Moderate semi-persistent
controils cbove thin clto-stratus cxd haze.
Target wind: at 20,000 - 350/60.

b. .ctucl - YWinds ond tempercturcs
clof't as forceast, Contrails moderate
to densc persistent - cssocicted with
haze loyer base 19 - 20,000 feet, top
25 - 26,000 fcet fran 1100E to the target.

NOTE: The pictured weather sumnary
contained in the tactical anclysis of
the nission 4 March 1945, F.0. 618,
is erroneously presented: the "fore-
cast" and "actucl' pictures should be
woworend .



Grour_ggom ' STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS Primarys R
(Part 1) Ordered Targets: Secondaryzw

Date of Operation 18 Mareh 1945 Division Field Order No. £33 =X
Sortjes  |OredifEfrest| lion | No, | Number and | _  hircraft Logt Time |Total
Squad- |Totel|less |Sort-[1ve 132 4/C |BD9  Neme of Target |T¥ype of Bembs|qp Flak U| of |Time ' 3
o - |Unused ies POrt- | |Bomb- of on Targets & . N | Take |of Comre ntis
Spares _-LieS ies | ing __I_'g_‘d tal |Flak|gs /s E/A Yice | K off [fis'n .
- i, ol bl sl 72018 90 10, 11 i |15 136 J 17118119 25 |27 1 4o
a | 9 9 9 9 | « | 9 [ |Berlinffeged .- |38 lﬂ‘l‘l) - | | === | ={os30}237 - -
2 0 10| 10| 10| - | 10 [FF |Bexrlin/Teg el TBI0W M AT =« | =« | =« |= | | =] =« | =
3 |20 30| 0| 10| - | 10 [pr |Bertin/meged 2WHFUEY = | o) o« |afal ] -] -
ToTAIS | 29 | 29 | 29| 29| - | 29 [FT Berlinffegel W MT| « | «| = [« |« |- (0810227
- . " NON_EFFECTIVE SORTIE SMM-RY (Pert 3) , =
ot-] .Q'aus'nsJof Non-Effectives Tncidents of Mechaniecal and Eguipment Failures
allf |2 5 g 68 §ig ] o o g 8 =i
Non ) <0 Pl . o H 1 0 s O HB+ ) 1 = =] a 8 |l dd
ol 218 |8 lu s laal gl 3] Bl Bleb[ldai Ao Gnldudae|BR|428]7% G ke
bortf] B | 5 |SE (28|85 2| ¥ lze|oE|ad|s  dEs HaHE S (2828 ag| pe |80 s
fies E e 145 oé*»zm E H |om|=Hn mvrﬁ OlOoHA NOHME |1MA |uonlH E|lon A o 4 |- 1
I ﬁ; n7 | 18 fuo f 50 351 fs2 f 53] 9uf 99 196 {57 158 p5ol 60 f61 f 62 163 |6k 65 |66 | 67 '
Footnote |1
Foofnote |2
Foolnotell3
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FORMATION PLAN MISSION #334
LEAD SQUADRON
Bowers - CAPT QUINN

J3 3 669
Scope-K-20 - 24D(Cont)
Healy - CAPT BRIGKINAIDGE Sealy
J3 s 83TL J4 : 912D
Scope K-22
Hadden
24D J4 s 5396
McCoy Kelly
25 + 2988 25 1 0187
¥-21
SECOND 5, UADRON
Helfrecht
J3 & 743F
Scope~K=20 2AD
licCartney sinor
J3 s 5750 25 + STEF
2AD-RCu K-21
atak
35 : 6400
ROM 8iF
Beck Welch
25 : 1969 8F 25 5 183U
K-21 sanders
25 5 199A
THIAD SYUADION
Mitchell
J3 : 684B
BAF
Hof fman Haynes
J3 s 557H TV s 5028
24D-ROM
Sievertson
TV : 514B
2AD-ROM 8aF
Tobbs Brown
7V : 1104 TVt 352K
K-21 8aF K-21 .
laird
TV 1 2704
54K
J3 939G PFF (Scope) 41
J3 628K PFF 35
J3 493U Vis
25 120M 24D 46

18 MARCH 1945

A0ul
LaJeunesse
25 : 126K  AGd
K-21 84F(Cont )
dilburn Duriavich
Z5 3 108B 25 & 456D
8aF 24D
Hodge Thomgs
25 + 366H Z5 » 059T
8aF
Josephson
TV 5 4873
8aF
Burman Glutter
T s 457Q TV . 4250

25 305N 24D S1
7V 567G 84F 29
7V 316H 24D 33

MARSHALLING PLAN ON ALVERSW _SIDY
o s ——
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458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN BECK 206 2 42-51196 196 Q J3 49 THE GYPSY QUEEN OPS REPORT SHOWS FLETCHER
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN BOWERS 206 28 QUINN L1 42-51669 669 J J3 20 UNKNOWN 026
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN BROWN, C 206 3 41-29352 352 K A% 82 WOLVE'S LAIR
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN BURMAN 206 18 42-52457 457 Q A% 104 FINAL APPROACH
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN CLUTTER 206 3 42-100425 425 ¢} A% 68 THE BIRD
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN DURIAVICH 206 2 42-50456 456 D z5 48 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN HADDEN 206 27 44-50539 539 G J4 1 UNKNOWN 045
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN HAYNES 206 36 42-50502 502 E A% 49 LARRUPIN' LINDA
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN HEALY 206 28 BRECKENRIDGE D1 |44-48837 837 L J3 17 UNKNOWN 041
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN HELFRECHT 206 26 L2 |42-51743 743 F J3 21 UNKNOWN 006
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN HODGE 206 12 42-100366 366 H z5 70 MIZPAH
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN HOFFMAN 206 14 42-95557 557 H J3 37 LADY PEACE
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN JOSEPHSON 206 34 44-10487 487 R 1A% 43 Girl on surfboard (no name)
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN KELLY 206 14 42-95018 018 J z5 91 OLD DOC'S YACHT
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN LAIRD 206 12 42-51270 270 A 1A% 25 MY BUNNIE Il
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN LaJEUNESSE 206 20 44-40126 126 K z5 69 SPITTEN KITTEN / SKY TRAMP TYPO (S/B "L")
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN McCARTNEY 206 10 42-50575 575 ¢} J3 25 UNKNOWN 020
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN McCOY 206 12 44-40298 298 E z5 42 THE SHACK
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN MINOR 206 22 42-50578 578 F z5 46 SKY ROOM
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN MITCHELL 206 26 L3 |42-50684 684 B J3 14 A&G FISH SHOPPE EMERG LAND BELG B-58
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN PATAK 206 19 42-50640 640 ¢} z5 34 BUGS BUNNY
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN RHOADES 206 22 42-51179 179 P z5 78 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN SANDERS 206 3 42-51199 199 A z5 37 UNKNOWN 023
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN SEALY 206 31 42-50912 912 D J4 23 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN SIEVERTSON 206 29 42-51514 514 B 1A% 26 BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN TEBBS 206 34 42-51110 110 M A% 90 TOP O' THE MARK
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN THOMAS 206 4 42-110059 059 T z5 71 UNKNOWN 056
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN WELCH 206 2 42-95183 183 u z5 90 BRINEY MARLIN
18-Mar-45 |BERLIN WILBURN 206 17 42-95108 108 B z5 68 ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11
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