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SUBJECT: Tactical snalysis of Mission 17 lMarch 1945 - F. 0, 630,
T0 - Commanding Generals, 41l Combat Bomb «ings, This Division, AP0 558.
This information is submitted for your consideration and any action you deenm

necessary., The deductions and remarks mace below are the results of the study of
mission reports and information obtained from combat W/ings and Groups.,
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Dilsnnde asswind <r
L. Laxeoll, ..3senbly

Takeoff's were
b. issembly - Cn i ‘rom «eather Scouts, assembly altitude was
changed from 14,000 to 16, 00( 3t ¢ r units were airborme., Ifedium cloud just
of{’ the coast with tops at 16,000 fect made this change necessary,
coast on time and in good order.

sriefed Tim

- 3

For CP 1

n - Penetration

&s £t landfall all units were in good order - because of poor weather,
zht altitudes were generally higher than briefed,

b The Divisi was forced to a greater altitude than briefed primarily
2

because of contrails, 4 his level (

2,000' ) winds were greater than forecast
and the lead graduslly

ed to the south followed by the entire Division. The
extent of drift off course was ten miles - wing integrity was maintained.
21l units approached the correct IP from & more southerly position

- units uncovered in proper order,

d, Slight crowding on the run on thc western target, liunster, was re-

units bombed in close order instruments. On the ecastern targ
the units approached without crov ding and bombed by instruments.,
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Tactical analysis of Mission 17 March 1945

with azimuth stabilization out. The 3rd Squadron of the 466th Group bombed a
last resort, Hereford, bccause of temporary H2X failure at the assigned secondary.
Results were unobserved.

. b. The lith and 2nd Combat Vings attacked the Munster /Y by GH methods
through 10/10 clouds. Results were unobserved. The high right Squadron of the
392nd Group bombed by H2X because of a GH malfunction. The high right Squadron
of the L4th Group could not pick up the GH releasing station but dropped on the
smoke markers of the lezd Squadron without difficulty. The low left Squadron of
the 491st hed a C-1 malfunction but had & successful manual run, The 2nd Combat
wing reported no difficulty.

c. Because of weather; units bombed from greater altitudes than briefed.
..ctual, bombing altitudes ranged from 22,800 fect to 26,200 feet - briefed altitudes
were: lunster - 21,000 feet, Hannover - 22,500 feect.

4. Navigation - Withdraval

. a. Rallies.were good.at both targets. The l4th Wing lead 4/C experienccc
trouble with its fluxgatc compass w«fter bombs away and went off course dircctly
afterward.. Corrcction back on course was made ufter the lead crew was notified of
its deviation by. thc deputy lead,

b, The route from Hannover to the cowst was direet for the lead group;
however, groups following behind were S-ing to kecp formetion, Here again the
leed was slightly to the south, The route from junster to the coast was generally
as bricfed except directly af'ter the rally arca, The l4th Combat aing load (L491st
Group) startcd out on course from 0800s but gradually went off course ten miles
to the north, evidently overcorrecting for the inecrvased wind, The 392nd and L44th
Groups, following the 491st Group, cut the rally area und procecded out to landfal
generally south of course, The 445th Group, leuading the 2nd Combat iing, flew out
side the rally-area but corrccted back to ¢ dircctl; doingso, however,
it lost time and followed the 389th Group on tt oute out The 453rd Group cut

saort in the relly arcc and flew

xder. The .lateral sprced of gro

nng .out close together in poor v

Je Fighter Support

Ge 2D -had the 4th 2 and 5 Groups us close support for the first two

Boxes and also covering the llosquito Screcming force wad the two command losquitoe
the 479th B Group cs cd the third Dox and ulso covered the Screening Forece of

B=2L's - the 355tk G in sup *t of the 4th Dox, Thc 355th . Group was
on frce lance suppc i he Dwmme c¢ arc.. and the 479th . Group operated in
tha
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Tactical snalysis of lidssion 17 licrch 1945

minutes ahead of the Bombers and route weather thirty minutes ahead of the Bombing
Jorce,

b, Exccution - Scouts encountered laycred middle cloud 15 - 20,000 feet
over thc Channel, breaking to 10/10 low cloud over the Continent. Scouts recom-
ncended instrumcnt bombing. Comuunications were fair to good - 96th Combat Wing
had poor transmission,

9. Screcning Force

a2, Planning - Two lorces were planned: Mosquitos on Hannover and B-24's
on lunster, They were to preccde Bombers into the target arca, dropping chaff
from the IP through the defended arca,

b. Execution - The screcning neuvers were executed as planned, and
Combat Wing Leaders report the forces did an exccllent job.

10, Radar
H2X snalysis

ok For

Navigation

O
1
4
b

juipment
nalfunction

juipment

wlfunction

personnel

crreor

as unsatisfact

., UK L\:La to
were duc to me
+/C unsatisfactor

not be v 1 for navigatior to cquiment failure,

. Cause

satisfactory

shain hut fivea we g
chalns but fixcs were at

Signals fair, runs O
13 b | ’ 1 4 111 1 v~ n
O1lgnals good, ix ogquaaron

lead flarcs - probable personnel errcr
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Tactical Analysis of lMission 17 lMarch 1945

Lhth L 4 HR Squadron reported release faded,
: Droppcd on lcad Squadron. Other 4/C
3 . reported good signals.,
392nd HR Squadron GH equipment failed.
Bombed H2X, Good Signals.

(1) The over-all signal rcception was fair. There was only one
cquipment failure and two probable personnel errors.

11, ‘-Comments

(1) The assembly time for thc 96th Combat Wing appears excessive on
this mission

comnand of Major General KEPIWER:
FRANCIS H, GRISVOLD
Brigadier General USA
Chicef of Staff

OFFICIAL:

Colonel
Dep C of S for Qperations

1 Incl:

Incl 1 - Weather Summary
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15, 000

Jeather Sunmary

a. Forccast - lioderate per-
sistent contrails above 25,000 feet
Target wind: at 25,000' - 330/75,
4+ O~

temperature at 25,000' - 4L37°C.

ual - Wings aloi't - direc-
rcast but velocities 10 -
15 kaots stronger than forecast at flight
cltitudes over the Continent. Contrails
- light persistent above 16,000 feet
during assembly, becoming modcrate per-
sistent to tops of haze layer at 22,000
feet over Belgium becoming light non-

persistent above 22,000 fcet.




Group___ Jy58th | STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS T

| . (Part 1) Ordered Targets: Secondary:H
Date of Operation__ 17 Mareh 1945 Division Field Order No.___ 630 ‘
Scrtjes  |CrediiEffect Erﬁ{‘;‘t N;- p Number &nd __ __hircreft Lost Time |Total
S -, IT Le Sort-| ive [& a/C & Type of Bembs Flak Ul of ITime P
rﬁad ota Umi:ec'oies ort- Sn;;e Lt o Neme of Target o UEpte To- g || ¥ | Take lof Comme nts
) |Spareg | ies ol 7| ing ;T_é’j tal|{Flak|g/L |E/A ice | K | off fis'n ,
I 4 5 T O T 10 11 A LIS AR L IZLA0 L0 28 107 1 Ly
15 9 9 919 |a 9 |ST | Hanover«Hanomeg B6500f RBE | = | «| « |« |« | =030 | 159 -
. Tank Works |40 500 Mkl2 | = '
2 10 10] 10| 10 | = 10 |ST | Hanover-Hanomag 78 500# RIX | = - e« ]lo]|s|al o -
' Ta nk Werks|36 500§ GP '
3 8 8 247 ~1| 7 |ST |Hanover<Ha nomeg 61 500# RIK | = wl wmleale lel % &
: | Tank Works |10 5008 GP
TOTALS | 27| 27| 26| 26 | 1 | 26 |ST | Hanover-Hanomag 195 500 ROX | = | = | = | = | = | =p030 | 159
Tank Works | 46 500 GP ‘
10 500f mﬁ

HON-EFFECTIVE SORTIE SUMM.RY (Part 3) | ) ) ) y

[} A L i y
Tot~| Causes.,of. Non--“‘fé‘ectives I Incidents fMenhfni al_a uinmsn: Failures
al o ! 5 o
H| oo 9 3 42 g1g 1 SO - ' ~

oo | 818 Loslm fial ol a] Bl B s Bl qeiaea i |0a|oq0Eel B8 |22]7% Comm ot

i f +» 0 Eal|lcal|lg-d d oy +# |t P hﬁﬁméop#mh,oq) ,gs od e Pl WL o o

Sortft S 1 & |38 |5818 5 o Y de|lse 580 58S ASHE G |BS|3S A2 8| RE 84128
Gesll 218 [H2182 35 &1 A |op|@an |qgoll dondde]an |ma |ArgHEjon @ ald - 4
‘ 77 1 38 {he P sol 51 fso T s3] sht 55 {96 {57 158 f59] 60 161 | 62 163 |6k 65 | 66| 67

1 1 ' 4/0 Non-Effective due %o

Gunre r hitting cylinder
! while test firing.

Foolinote [1 1
Foofnote |2 11 . -
Fooinote i3

“ 422110163
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MISSION # ; 17 MARCH 1
- L . FORMATION PLAN Y b

hsSTH"LEAD GROUP = 96TH WING
LEAD SQUADRON

DYER=-WILL IAMSON
J :

T 557H 8AF CONT, RCM=BAF
MORAN-HENSLER FLETCHER : ROSEN

T : 2 AD & 8 AF T RCM
SCOPE PATAK EVERETT K=21 HOLT

RCM 75t BLOO . 2AD CONT. ~Z5 : 1830 ZE:!E%E

SNYDER DANIEL

: 196Q 3

K-21 K-22

2ND SQUADRON
E | SERT =KUHN
T TLoF

J E 8AF -RCM
JOHNSON _ SCOPE-K-20 HAYNES PERRY.
J% ¢ 990 8 AF .2 E 8 AF T 2 AD
SPRATT K=21 FERRIELL K=21 HOLMGREN
RCM=-2 AD T 2 AD IV T 352K TV 3LON
GR ICE DENARD

: RCM=2 AD
K=21 JACKSON-W.E,
?V : 5 EE

3RD_SQUADRON
DAHM~GOODFR | END
T 620K

9B e 2 AD 8 AF
WiLLIAVS-DK WARRELL BECKSTROM
8 AF 3 i T 608w 2 AD
k20 HADDEN EIDELSBERG ROBINSON
8 A 75 + 3G6H 5 75 : 059
WILLIAMS -0G PELTON LoKm2]
7R : J
PR K21 SPARES: 837L-J3-19 SCOPE
Z V-d5- 5%
WEATHER AIRCRAFT: 5398 = 753RD SQ = PILOT: LT HOEY = T53RD SQ
TWEST AST--ORDEfZSr T/0-RWY 23--WEST EAST
DISP SHIPNO. SHiP DISP [DISP A/C NO.A/C DISP DISP SHIPNO SHIP DIiSP
|T| 539 L5 7] §45F "RY 28] 2
22 557H | l2 12196Q 53
33 669J 37 ﬁ 126L 51
TU3E 37 1 183U 51
21 Logu |5 277502E
6| 628k 35 |3l fi57q 16
26 6848 |7 304250 |1
8 ﬁ 53 335316H |1 059T 2!
]9 61,00 RY 2837 °110M {19 29| 1088 RWY 28
‘10 L4560 Ry 28! 29 3l,0N {20
|




458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER BECKSTROM 205 34 42-50608 608 w J3 23 FILTHY McNAUGHTY
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER DAHM 205 28 GOODFRIEND L3 |42-95628 628 K J3 18 UNKNOWN 038
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER DANIEL 205 2 42-50578 578 F z5 45 SKY ROOM
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER DENARD 205 1 42-95316 316 H A% 93 PRINCESS PAT
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER DYER 205 23 WILLIAMSON L1 |42-95557 557 H J3 36 LADY PEACE
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER EIDELSBERG 205 24 42-95108 108 B z5 67 ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER EISERT 205 27 KUHN L2 |42-51743 743 F J3 20 UNKNOWN 006
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER EVERETT 205 21 42-95183 183 u z5 89 BRINEY MARLIN
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER FERRIELL 205 19 41-29352 352 K 1A% 81 WOLVE'S LAIR
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER FLETCHER 205 24 42-51199 199 A z5 36 UNKNOWN 023
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER GRICE 205 33 42-51110 110 M A% 89 TOP O' THE MARK
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER HADDEN 205 NTO 42-100366 366 H z5 == MIZPAH NO TAKE OFF
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER HAYNES 205 35 42-50502 502 E A% 48 LARRUPIN' LINDA
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER HOEY 205 WTHR 44-50539 539 B J4 - UNKNOWN 045 WEATHER SHIP
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER HOLMGREN 205 3 41-29340 340 N A% 69 YANKEE BUZZ BOMB
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER HOLTZ 205 3 44-40126 126 L z5 68 SPITTEN KITTEN / SKY TRAMP
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER JACKSON, WE 205 13 42-51514 514 B 1A% 25 BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER 752 Sq Recs show WE
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER JOHNSON, C 205 11 42-50499 499 u J3 39 COOKIE/OPEN POST
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER MORAN 205 22 HENSLER D1 |42-51669 669 J J3 19 UNKNOWN 026
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER PATAK 205 18 42-50640 640 (e} z5 33 BUGS BUNNY
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER PELTON 205 2 42-95018 018 J z5 90 OLD DOC'S YACHT
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER PERRY 205 31 42-100425 425 (¢} A% 67 THE BIRD
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER ROBINSON 205 2 42-110059 059 T z5 70 UNKNOWN 056
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER ROSEN 205 12 42-50456 456 D z5 47 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER SNYDER 205 1 42-51196 196 Q J3 48 THE GYPSY QUEEN
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER SPRATT 205 17 42-52457 457 Q A% 103 FINAL APPROACH
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER WARRELL 205 ABT 42-110163 163 M J4 -- TIME'S A WASTIN ABORT - GUNNER TEST FIRED INTO #1 ENG
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER WILLIAMS, DG 205 22 44-10487 487 R A% 42 Girl on surfboard (no name)
17-Mar-45 |HANNOVER WILLIAMS, DK 205 14 42-50684 684 B J3 13 A&G FISH SHOPPE
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