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' e, o SeMRLBINZIAL
(y d ' HEADQUARTERS 2d ATR DIVISION EE-S-4
APO 558
373. 2 - 23 March 1945
SUBJECT: - Tactical Analysis of Missions 12 March 1945 - Field Orders 625 and 626,
70 : Commanding Generals, All Cambat Bamb i/ings, This Division, AFO 558.
This ‘infonnation is sutmitted for your consideration and any action you deem

necessary, The deductions and wemarks made below are the results of the study of
mission reports and information obtained from Combat Wings and Groups,

F, 0. 625

4/c 4/C OVER
BATTLE ORDER  PRIMARY SECONDARY DISPATCHED  TARGET

20th CBW Swinemunde (Vis.) Swinemunde (H2X) 93
2nd CB"; n " " n

96th CBW " i

14th CBW " »

BATTLE ORDER  PRIMARY SECONDARY

96th CBW  Friedberg M/Y (Vis. or GH) Giessen M/Y (H2X)
Mth CBI"] " " n " n L " o
Wetzlar M/Y . - - s

n n " " i un

1. Takeoff and Assembly
a, Times

Combat First Actual Assembly Briefed Time Assembly
Wing Takeoff Altitudes For CP 1 Time

20th o711 8, 000 0858 1:47

2nd 0731 8, 000 0901 1:30
96th 0750 8, 000 0903 1:13
Lith 0740 3, 000 0905 1:25

b, Takeoffs were normal and without incident,
C. Assemblies were good and units departed on time and in good arder,

2. Navigation - Penetration

8. Length of the Division column upon leaving the English coast was
eight minutes, Landfall was made at the Danish coast at the briefed point and at
briefed altitude by all Wings. The Division column here Was six minutes in length.

b. The route across the Danish Pcninsular to the IP was flown as briefed,
The 448th Group reported a little difficulty staying behind the L46th and had to
"S". This put the 448th Group slightly north of course at some points %

C. The 446th Group overshot the IP by six miles. Approaching the IP, the
448th Group switched leads because of an H2X malfunction. The 448th Group also.
overshot the.IP by six miles., The following Wings also ow.rshot the IP, Hgwever,
all bomb runs were made without trouble.
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Tactical Analysis of Mission 12 March 1945 - F. 0's 625 and 626

3. Bombing Analysis

2. Three Groups of the 20th Combat Wing,. two of the 2nd Combet i/ing,
four Squadrons of the 96th Combat Wing and three.Squadrons of the lth Combat
J/ing attacked the Swinemende Port area by H2X through 10/10 cloud with unobserved

results, The lead of the LL46th Group turmed too slowly at the IP and was six
miles beyond the-IP before straightening out on the bamb run, This caused same
confusion and over-running in oW units. However, very good runs were re-
ported, Th¢ lead sam?n of tho LLBth Group changed leaders at the IP because
of H2X difficulties and overshot that point by six miles. To avoid over-running,
the following units also had to go beyond the IP, No other difficultics were
reported, The maneuver at thc IP is very importont and- the degrec to which it
is accanplished success has a great effect on the identification of the
Zarnot and bombiog reseTis, The PIor ettt gt oot lootion of the
H2X returns but bombed on the smoke morkers of the preceding unit without diffi-
culty., The lead of the 392nd Group had.on 4-5 nalfunotion which caused no dif-
ficulty and the run was completed manually,

4. Navigation - Withdrawal

& Rally was good - no conflict was expericnced, The 448th Group cut
rolly short to close up the formeotion.

b. The route from rally point to landfall out at the Danish coast was
flown as briefed, at the Danish coast out, the Division column was eight minutes
in length, Over the North Sea on return, the 20th Wing did a small dogleg at the
request of the following Wing; this was done to allow strogglers to catch up with
the formation., Navigation on this mission was good,

5« Fighter Suppart

2 Four Fighter Groups supported 24D Bombers on their deep peretration,
The 361st A and B Groups escorted the Screvning Force and the 20th Combat wing,
The 355th A and B Groups escorted the 2nd Wing with the 4th A eacorting the 96th
Wing and the 4th B escorting the lith Wing, The 361st and 355th Groups I at
090CE and the 4th at 1000E. Other support included the 479th Group which swept
free lance on penetration and withdrew in front of 2AD Bambers.

6. Encmy Action Encountecred

2. No enemy cireraft reaction to the Bomber forces,
b. Flak at Swinenunde was modercte inaccurate.
Losses

2. There were no losses,

8. Scouting Force
%.. Plaming - No operational weather difficulties were anticipated; so
a target Scouting Force of nine 4/C to report weather twenty minutes before target
tine was the only one planned.
b. Execution - Cormunication and reporting were good for cll units,

9. Screening Force

2. “Plonning - Four liosquitoes following the nomal plan of pulling out
to one minute ahecd and olinmbing to 1,000. feet above the moin force at the IP and
preceding the Bombers through the torget area.

b.  Execution - As’ plonned - good coordination betwecn the Division and
Screening Force leaders wos maintzined. '
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Tactical /nalysis of Mission 12 Morch 1945 - F. O's 625 and 626

10. Rodor
&, H2X inclysis

i 4/C 4/C Over OK For OK For
Group Dispatched Target Navigation Bonbing Remarks

2 2 cquipment malfunction
not yet determined

389th

L45th
453rd

Lith
392nd
491st

equipment malfunction

equipmcnt malfunction
equipment melfunction

93rd
L46th
448th

L58th
LG6th
L67th

1 equipnent mclfunction

1 equipment malfunction

4
3
6
5
3
A
IN
3
5
4
6

49

\6’:10\#-0\ FEFE OV e o
Nk +5+  wo I
orv wer wan s

5

(1) H2X operation for this mission is considered satisfactory. One
failure in electriccl system caused set to be inoperative and six sets inoperative
for navigating and bambing due to set molfunctious.

b. GEE operation for this mission was satisfactory, Some jorming was
reported on both the Reims and Ruhr chains but operction wos unrestricted.

P. 0. 626

-

1. Tckeoff and issenbly

.. Times

Combot First Jctunl ASscenbly Briefed Time 4Lssenbly
fing Tckeoff idtitudes For CP 1 Tine

96th 081 12,000 1023 2:

1th 0827 13,000 1025 1. 5¢

2nd 0850 12,000 1027 1
b, Tokeoffs were without incident,

C. isseablies werc good with units departing on time and in good order.

2. Ncvigotion - Penetrction

2. Londfall wes nede five niles south of the briefed point due to navi-
gational error, The Division column ot this point was five ninutes in length,

b. The routc in to the first turning point ot O800E was as bricfed., it
this tinme the 453rd cut short the next point enroute in order to close up the Divi-
sion colwuan, /

¢, upproach to the IP was generclly good although two Groups intercepted
the GH track before the IP was reached,

d. The run fram-the IP to the target was as briefed - no_ trouble wos
reported, i

“«3 e
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Tacticcl inclysis of Missions 12 March 1945 -~ F, 0's 625 cnd 626

3. Bombing inalysis

&, Six Squadrons of the 96th Combect Wing and two of the 14th Combeot Wing
cttagked the Friedberg M/Y. Bambing was dorc by GH through 10/10 clowd with un-
observed results. ;

b. Four Squadrons of the l4th Combat Wing and three Squadrons of the 2nd
Canbat Wing attacked the Wetzlar 1f/Y by GH through 10/10 clouds., 4ll results were
unobserved. Tracking signals were reported weck by most units although GH runs were
ceconplished. The lead of the 453rd Group had a C-1 nolfunction, The run was suc-
cessfully completed monuclly and all three Squadrons of this Group reported good
coordinated runs, 2

4, Navigation - Withdrowal

2. Rally was good and ncde as briefed by the L4th Group, l4th Coubat
Wiing. Both the following \7ings cut short their rally points in order to close up
the Division column, %

b. The run through thc flcok gop was node good but crossing Fronce, the
Wings groduclly drifted south of course and landfall out wes six miles south of
the briefed point, The Division colunn here wes five minutes in length,

5. Fighter Support

oe The shollow penetration of all three Divisions had no close escort but

four Groups - thc 56th, 20th, 352nd, and 353rd flew patrol missions under MEW con-
trol in the target areo,

6. Eneny /iction Encountered

. There was no eneny aircraft reaction.
b. No flak was experienced at the targets.
Losses

2. There were no losses,

8. Scouting Force

2. Plonning - No operctioncl weather difficulties were cnticipated. Two
cireroft were to scout and report tarpet wecther twenty minutes prior to torget
tine,

b, Execution - Comunicction an porting werc good for all units., Scout
effectively cided the 96th Combat Jing t )

9. Screcning Force

& Since torgets wierc flck free, no force was deemed necessory,
10, Radar
Ge GH .nclysis
(1) .11 GH ./C dispatched, eighteen, reported fair to good results.
No equipnment or stotion failures were expericnced, The 466th Group reported weok
tracking signcls - however 211 [/C nade successful runs.

1l, Comments

Q. Despite a few weock points, thc over-all execution of the mission to
Swinenunde was excellent,
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Tacticel Lnclyssi of Missions 12 Morch 1945 - F. 0's 625 and 626

b. The high right Squadron of the 389th Group hod weck H2X returns but
bombed on the smoke narkers of the preceding unit (Parc. 3a cbove). This was in
direct violotion of .nnex No. 2 to 2d .ir Division's F.O. 625 (Pora, X 1) which
is quoted as followsr ~"H2X equipnent will be functioning normally before ony re-
lease is node. Bombs will not be dropped on smoke ncrkers of preceding units,

If the designcted conditions connot be complied with, the tertiary target will be
attacked,."

¢, It is imperative thaot 2ll crews be thoroughly briefed and fully under-
stand 211 restrictions 1cid down by this and higher Headquerters.

d. It is felt that the tine tcoken by the 96th and l4th Cambot Vings to
assemble six Squadrons each on the nission to Friedberg and \fetzlar was excessive,
considering the cltitude, and briefed and acturl weather conditions.,

By conaond of Mojor Gunerzl KEPNER:

FRINCIS H. GRISWOLD
Brigcdier General USi.
Chief of Stoff

OFFICL.L:

— ,
ﬁ (ot L B
OBERT H. TERRILL
Colonel GSC
Dep C of S for Operations

2 Incls:
Incl 1 - Vecther Summary - F, 0. 625
Incl 2 - Weather Sumecry - 7. 0. 626
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Toctical jnalysis of Mission 12 March 1945 - F, O, 625 CONFPIDENETILE

30, 000
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20, 000
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sistent contrails within 1000 feet of
cirrus,
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b.

weather Swucry

Forecast - Moderate per-

Target wind: at 20,000 feot -

wctucdl - Nil contrails except
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Winds and temperctures as fore-
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Tactical .nolysis of Mission 12 March 1945 - F.0., 626 CONFIDENTILL

Weather Sunnory

30, 000

o
25, 000

&. Porecast - Moderate persistent
iy e controils within 1000 feet of cirrus.
i Target wind: at 20,000 fecet - 35Q/55.

15, 000
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STATISTICAL SWMARY OF OPERATIONS

Primarys

Friedburg M/Y

Group___ k58th /
_ | (Part 1) Ordered Targets: OSecondary: _Geisem (H2X)
Date of Operation__ 12 Mareh 1945 Division Field Order No.___ 626
. Sorties CredifiEffect Eg‘zgt N;. Tp Number and b Auncraﬁ lost 3 Time ITotal
Squed- -{Total|Less [Sort-[ ive & a/C S Name of Target Type of Bembs|q Flak U| of |Time
r:l,n 1Unused ies port- Sé}ice_ Bomb-|of g on Targets z°l Flak| & . N | Take |of Comme nts
| Spares. — ‘les ies igg _-‘Ilg;t a E/.A E/A pcc | K off is'n
- 3 L 5 h 2.1 B LS 10 11 1y | 15 1 1A | 17118019 25 |27 1 ho
al 9 9 9 9 1l =-1|9 Friedburg M/Y ﬁ%ﬂg - | - ! o] o[ «j0845| 168 :
2] 10 10 10 10| « | 10 Friedburg W/Y 372 100§ M30| - P ot ol =] ol = -
: 16 500# ML7
3] 101 10| 10| 10|« ]9 Friedburg M/Y 928 1004 M30| = | = wl a) ol s = -
J 1 50 7 :
1 [T |Vechta kh 10
25
TOTAIS | 29 | 29 | 29| 29| = | 28 [PT Friedburg M/Y 1028 10 o - ol = | wf @ = 68
0 1
_ 1 [oT |Vechta u 15.0 nso 85
o ) L _JON-EFFECTIVE SQRTIE surmm (Part 3) . J
Tot- C&y.s_.es_,of’ Non-Effectives Inc.lr ents of Menham al yuipment Failures
o rﬂhTr?ﬁ § 3 ' A 2 ®§ 1 ~ :
Non fl 21 & 1 8|5 . -all -] 8] Bl . Bliod HE38°Y 8| n|daHEn|88 (18|58 Comme ntis
per f S| S [ BS|8d|d= g | o Sl Hles dBE Hode o (g g |ogHe | e | o b
Sort]] @ | & [SEtSg|gal 5| 9 (22l82 (5810 H68 Q880 |83 |3~ 2G| RE[EF|RE
es || = | A _|\B2jo=1=28 || B | M 100 A o H ol Slonnoaae (Mo [MunA a[de [ma|ld e
pz 4 w8 | 49 | S0 4 81 ) 52 531 54t 55 |56 |57 |58 |59l 60 {61 | 62 |63 | 6N bs | 66 | £7
' 1
:
E p
Foofnote |1 NilL N
Footfnote |2 Nil
Footnotell 1




MISSION NO. 328 O _PLAN 12 March 1945
Lead Squadron - Lincoln Red #1
Dane-0'Neill
J3 910D
arF 2.0
Allen-Phillip _Craven Josephson
J3 1 261 TV 3 475D W s 2068
Scope - K-20  2AD-RCM K-22 24D Cont. 8AF-RGH
_Barnhart Spratt JacksonW.L.
8AF Cont. 7 s 514B 8AF TV s 340N TV 3 2704
Heynes _Allen K-21
7V + 5028 T s 4BTR
K-21
2nd_Squadron - Lincoln Red
Bowers-quinn
J3 : 902 RO aF
Helfrecht Eidelsberg LaJeunesse
J3 1 55TH J4 1 2810 J& : 14w
K-21 24D BAF-RC
_Hadden 1burn
8AF-RQI J4 5 163K 24D Ja s 768Y
Beckstrom Duriavich
J& s 2137 J& + 9120
210 k-21
Scaly
J4 & 4081
3rd Squadron - Lincoln Red # 3
Dyer=Goodfriend
J3 + 548
K-20 8F 20
Minskor _Flstcher iinor
J3 s 933G 75 + 1994 25 1 576F
K-21 84F BAF-RCM  K-21 8AF
Everett Rosen Sharp
75 1 1830 26D 75 + 456D 25 + 179P
atoer Holts
75 + 196Q 75 3 2988
k-21 Ph DISP.
iel J3-837L  (PFF) &/W 35
25 @ 1083 J3-516V (vis) 43
Assembly 4/C - 366H - Lt. Krogn = 754th Sqdn. [V-352K  BaF 29
Marshalling Chisf - Lt. Sloan - 753rd qdn. 11020 o
liarshalling Crews - 752nd & 753rd Sqdns. et "
BOMB LOAD: 44 X 100# GP's - No Nose-1/40 T 75-059T 24D 2
2 X MlT's
QRDER OF TAKE OFF
23
WEST BAST  WEST LAST
DISP AlG NQ a/c DISP,  DISP /G NO. 4/c___ pIse
1 366H 4 16 1634 47
25 910D 2 17 141U 40
RAW 35 2164 3 18 912D 42
33 475D 4 19 2731 38
3 514B s 20 285H 45
29 2065 6 21 768Y 36
34 487R 7 22 4081 a2
27 5028 8 23 199 3
33 2700 9 24 1830 51
32 3408 10 25 578F 51
23 9021 1 26 2088 T
12 557H 46 27 196 2
13 5448 39 28 1799 5
R/ 35 939G 14 29 456D 6
15 2877 47 30 1088 4



458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG ALLEN, G 202 29 PHILLIP D1 |44-49261 261 A J3 12 UNKNOWN 042
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG ALLEN, R 202 1 44-10487 487 R v 41 Girl on surfboard (no name)
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG BARNHART, L 202 19 42-51514 514 B A% 22 BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG BECKSTROM 202 33 44-40273 273 T J4 48 HOWLING BANSHEE
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG BOWERS 202 27 QUINN L2 |44-49902 902 M J3 1 UNKNOWN 043
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG CRAVEN 202 28 44-40475 475 D A% 33 JOLLY ROGER
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG DANE 202 28 O'NEILL L1 |44-49910 910 D J3 3 UNKNOWN 044
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG DANIEL 202 1 42-95108 108 B z5 64 ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG DURIAVICH 202 1 42-50912 912 D J4 21 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG DYER 202 21 GOODFRIEND L3 |44-49544 544 E J3 8 OH MONA!
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG EIDELSBERG 202 23 44-40287 287 J J4 51 BACHELOR'S BEDLAM
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG EVERETT 202 19 42-95183 183 u z5 87 BRINEY MARLIN
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG FLETCHER 202 23 42-51199 199 A z5 34 UNKNOWN 023
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG HADDEN 202 26 42-110163 163 M J4 70 TIME'S A WASTIN
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG HAYNES 202 34 42-50502 502 E A% 46 LARRUPIN' LINDA
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG HELFRECHT 202 25 42-95557 557 H J3 34 LADY PEACE
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG HOLTZ 202 2 44-40298 298 E z5 41 THE SHACK ABORT - SORTIE CREDIT BOMBED VECHTA OT
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG JACKSON, WL 202 13 42-51270 270 A 1A% 22 MY BUNNIE Il
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG JOSEPHSON 202 32 42-51206 206 S A% 52 THE PIED PIPER
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG KROGH 202 ASSY 42-100366 366 H 5 -- MIZPAH ASSEMBLY CREW - 754
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG LaJEUNESSE 202 19 42-110141 141 u J4 48 BREEZY LADY / MARIE / SUPERMAN
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG MATEER 202 1 42-51196 196 Q J3 45 THE GYPSY QUEEN
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG MINOR 202 20 42-50578 578 F z5 42 SKY ROOM
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG MINSKER 202 3 42-51939 939 G J3 23 UNKNOWN 028
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG ROSEN 202 10 42-50456 456 D z5 45 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG SEALY 202 30 42-100408 408 I J4 51 LADY LUCK / THE BEAST
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG SHARP 202 4 42-51179 179 P z5 76 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG SLOAN 202 MSHL -- -- -- -- MARSHALING CHIEF-753RD
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG SPRATT 202 16 41-29340 340 N A% 67 YANKEE BUZZ BOMB
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG WILBURN 202 16 42-50768 768 Y J4 38 ARISE MY LOVE AND COME WITH ME
12-Mar-45 |FRIEDBURG WILLIAMS, DG 202 21 44-40285 285 H J4 75 TABLE STUFF

Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, 75-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/1/2015






