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HEADQUARTERS 24 AIR DIVISION EE-5~4,
APQ 558

21 Merch 1945

Tactical Lnalysis of Mission 8 lMarch 1945 - F, 0. 621,

Comnanding Generals, /A1l Combat Bamb ifings, This Division, APQ 558,

This information is submitted for your consideration and any action you deem
necessary. The deductions and remarks made below are the results of the study of
mission reports and information obtained from Combat wings and Groups,

4/C 4/C_OVER.

B:TTLE ORDER PRIIL.RY SECOIDLRY DISPATCHED  TARGET

20th CHY Betzdorf (Vis. or GH) Siegen (H2X) 87 82
" " " " " n C)l 79

siegen " " 1"
t " " " i 97 96

Dillenburg " A : 3%?7 3‘1%%

Takeoff and .issembly

a. Tokeoffs were nomal - Group ond Combot Wing assemblies were fram good
to excellent. On the DiL, all units were on time, in good order and visual,

Combat First .ctual Assembly Briefed Time Assembly
Wings Tokeoff sltitude For CP 1 Time

(-]
HFRN§F O

2nd 0958 12, 000 20
Lith 1011 12,000 205

20th 1000 12, 0CO 202
96th 1000 12,000 1211

H oW

2. Navigotion - Penetration

0. - Landfell was mode good by all units with the Division colunm being
twelve minutes long at the point of entry,

b. Routc in to the IP was flo.n generally three to four miles south of
course by all units except the 96th Combot VWing which stayed on course, Navigation
was good despite the fact thot the low cloud increased to 10/10 necr the Zuider Zee.

C. at their respective IP's, oll units came two to six miles south of the
briefed point. This was due to the GH ncvigators! maneuver in getting on course
for the bamb run, Cloud coveroge was 10/10, H2X equipment was used as o navigatior
al oid, along with GH.

d. IP to Target - 20th Combat ./ing experienced difficulty with GH e uip-
ment in lead adreraft., Lead, 458th Group, did not cttack its princry target,
Dillenburg, as the leader of the Group could not release bombs due to the 4th Squa-
dron of the L67th Group stroggling and flying below the 458th Group ot the bomb
relecse point,

3. Bombing .nolysis

. &A1l bombing wos accamplished through 9 - 10/10 clouds, Results were
unobserved. lany difficulties were experienced - contrails in the vicinity of the
IP, GH froilures on bomb run, cutomotic release failure of bomb sights, and strog-
gling fomaotions preventing o nomal relecse, Loose fomations and poor position-
ing is ap old grievance - most certainly o sore spot to those who must fly o missiol
only t@ bring their bomb locds bock to base. The Lecd Squadron of the 458th Group
returned bombs to base because it was over 4/C of the 4th Squodron of the 467th
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Tacticcl isnalysis of Mission 8 Mt + O, 621

Group at bomb release time and consequently held its bombs - the 2nd Squadron of
the 458th Group hod o GH equipment foilure and returned bambs to base - the 3rd
Squcdron jettisoncd bombs twenty-two miles south of the primaxry torget becaouse of
persomnel- error,  The Lead Squadron 392nd Group, HR Squadron’ 446th Group . and the
448th Group returned bombs to base because of GH foilures,. Faulty equipment-and.
laok of "time to maneuver for an attack on its secordary induced o run on 34D's tar-
get ot Fronkfurt by the HR Squedron, 44th Group, The decision made was o violation
of thc ¥icld Order. 2D Ficld Order No. 621 stated thot no Llost resort torgets
were to be cttacked. The HR Squadron of the LLth Group conpletely disregorded the
flow of the bomber strdrm to ottook Frankfurt,

4e Navigetion - Withdrowal

% Rollies were from foir to sood, There was some conflict in the wing
fornetion after the relly point and the 96th Caubot Wing had to dogleg ninc miles
south to avoid collision courses its units werc flying,

b. The route out as flown to londfell wes generally good, Units were
within five niles of course except for the 2nd Conbet Wing which stoyed eight miles
right of course due to navigation., Cloud covercge wes 10/10 but graduclly broke
to 6/10 - 8/10 ct the encryy coast out - visucl checks were few in number, '

¢ Londfell out was generclly good and within five miles of the briefed
point except for the 2nd Coumbcot Ving which wos right of the point of exit by eight
miles, Length of the Division colunn was twelve ninutes,

5. Fighter Support

a. Thore were two Fighter Groups ossigned s close escort to 2.D Bombers
and two Groups under 1/ control assigned for orea support. The 355th 4 and B
Groups ‘escorteithe 20th ond l4th ifings and the 4th .4 and B Groups escorted the 2nd
and 96th Wings, The 339th ond 359th Groups, clthough not cctuclly assigned to 2uD,
were patroling the Dunmer Loke, Kosscl and l{unster crez subject to call by any of
the Divisions in trouble,

6. Eneny ..ction Encountered

&. There was no eneny circraft reaction to this

be Flck wos light, inaccurcte ot Betzdorf - nil at the other toxrgeats,

Losses

% There were no losses.

Scouting Force

s bt AL

2. Plonning

(1) 4 route force wzs plammed so as to scout route weaother thirty

minutes chead of the lend Combet ing. Use of this force wos planned beczuse of
expected weather difficultics from middle cloud along the route, The nomal tor-
get force, reporting torget wecther twenty ninutes before torget tinme was plenned.

b. Ixecution

(1) The route force gave excellent informcation to Combat /ings -

slight difficulties from haze and densc persistent contrcils were expérienced neor
Control Point 2. The target force functioned nomgally,

9. Screening Force

Qe No Screening Force of the targets was heavily

J.Ofu f‘);(..-a.
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Tactdcal inalysis of Mission 8 March 1945

10,
Analysis

4/C 4/C Over ( 0K For
Group Dispatched Torget lavi ! Remarks

389th 6 6
LL5th 2 2
453rd I 4

-
4

L4 th equipment
392nd ) 4 see below
49lst

93rd 5 equipment
LL6th
L. 8th

L56th L equipment failure

L66th b quipment failure

L67th 05 2quipment failure
' 47 ’ 36

(1) Five sets were unsatisfoectory for navigation and nine sets un-
satisfactory for bombing, Ore frilure was due to personnel error and the remainder
to couses the H2X navigator could not remedy. The 392nd Group dispatched three 4/C
and 211 sets were unsatisfactory for movigation ond bombing. Two ./C had no range
cnd one ./C hzd pPoor range, excessive interfercnce and range unit off calibration.

b, GEE operction wes satisfoctory, Jomming was encountercd on both the
Ruhr ond Reims cheoins but did not restrict operctions,
e

o 4 totcl of twenty-eight (1 /C o dispatched, Thi of the

WAR NG
1N1lS was one

po
da

it
5

S
arest GH misajons from o servicecbility stondpoint thot hos becn experienced to
te. Seven GH 4/C reported equipment foilure, The 491st Group reported jormed
gnals ond bombed (H2X) as did one Squadron of the 44th Group., The reports of

o

gnal strength veried, as different ./C reported poor, fcir and good returns.

oy s oen X g% w8 Aenar~1 KDED.
Dy comanda of If 2Jor enercl KEPNER:

FRuNCIS H. GRISWOLD
Brigadier Gencral, J
Chief of Staff

e

U

| W Nl eAn
" ROBERT H. TERRILL
Colonel GSC

Dep C of S for Operctions

Lk

Incl:

Incl 1 - Weather Summery
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CONFIDENYLIAL

Teocticel [nclysis of Mission 8 March 1945
wWoather Summary

30,000 ; Forecast

Forccast - Light, non-persistent
contrails above 25,000 feet over bases,
becoming modercte persistent above 25, 000
feet over the target crea. Target Winds:
at 20,000 cnd 25,000 - 360/60.

Y ——— S { b. «ctual - Contrails were observed
| intermittently cos follows: light to moder-
ote persistent 17 - 22,000 feet over eastern
part of the North Sea - and light to moderate
persistent 23,000 feet and above over the
Continent. Nonc on rcturn from the target.
Winds generally as forecost - slightly stron-
ger thon forecast in the torget arec. Tam-
peratures aloft as forecast, Horizontal
visibility unlimited aloft aport fram occe-
sional restriction to 10 miles in hoge ajoft -
05 to 07 degrecs cast reported by one Wing.
- . Downword visibility through brecks over tho

— ¥ L e - Contincnt was good. . fow patches of snpw

Target secn through brecks. {

CONFIDENTILIT

| gu——
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Group_ 458th STATISTICAL STMMARY OF OPERATIONS | Primarys g::::ﬁ %
(Part 1) Ordered Tergets: Secondary:

Date of Operation_8 Marech 1945 Division Field Order No. & 1
Sortjes CrediffEfrect| Mol | No, Number and : _‘r J»i};giaﬁ'- Lost _| Time {Total
Squad- [Total|less Sort-LsiVe ngscét &/C T&?z Name of Target |Type of Bembs|q Flak Ul of [Time c
ren Unuseq ies Pori=|do1” |Bomb- 0% ‘ on Targets o & . N | Take |of omme nts
Spareg  |ies Py ) ing TgH ' tal|Flak|g/L [E/A sce | K | off hiis'n
gr i s L & | £ iz 1 8 19 T 11 (1 s 116 | azlis] 19l 25 | 27 L0
, 2 10 ) 10 9 - 10 - £ = as ) - - - - - - - - -
i 3 10 10 10 - 10 - - 9. i t -p. - - £ - - - - @ ;
Comp.| 3 313,13~ 3 |Pr|Dillenburg WY [ 60 "300M31| = | = | = | « | | «}2030] 192f ;i L.l ml) 4467 Gp.
i
1
TOLAIS | 321 32| 31| 3 | 29| 3 |Pr! Dillenburg M/Y 60 . 300 lell. wl - - w | = | -{1030] 2192 -
i , N : ' g )NON-EFFECT]_EV;E SORTIE ‘E‘:»UI\E‘BTI‘:LRY (Part 3) " — . ) :
Tot-{| Chuses ,of Non-Ef ives Incidents Meahﬁniba? and Eguipment- Failures
al {j. o o b 5 A B
bon b 818 |ogld . Lal ol gl gl gles, daided 2o leadinlal 2ot Gomms ts
ger .21 5 = g _§,:§ < o | 214318 &8s E-Hadoao ,aa oo L | we |og &
bortll | &5 [SS[E8[8al 5| (2282|582 P8BS 4848 |B |32 R2|EFIRE
=2 e T = o§ a [ S m |own |0 moﬁﬁ Olo-A HOH M o tga HBroH S|lon |M®n|-4 W
iz kw8 lug | 5051 s | 530 suf 55 156 |57 (58 |sof 60 161 | 6o |63 [N 65 |66 1 67
29 17 B - 1 1 14 and 22 Sqan failed to
(1a attack target due to interw
2nd Sq) ference from the 467th Gp on
the bomb run,
10 3rd 8gdn failed to attack
(gd due to premature bomb releasé.
qdn ' 14 Mavigator heard'faint®
ggg: ggzg :Jz.on deversp sid bombs away on interphone and
Footnote |3 " salvoed prematurely,



L. -

mcmmxl . 3 Leads « (14, 2ndand3rdSqdns)
. L h A 3 Dep nu-(u. 2nd and- 3m Sqam)

L —— g ———

FOOTNOTE 2‘-— -

ih-h9261 -
- 95557
- ,2-50768

L hh-l0287 |

g - 2L

42-50912
42-50555

§2-110141" A

4440118

' M"-mm i

i~k 951k

. 4410618 !
FOOTNOTE 3 -

i

§

!

42-51199

42-100366

42-50640

250156

42-51179
~4,0298

-95183 -

h2-51936
112-501&99

42-51110
42-100425
1 §2-29352

A .-5 g <

42-51270
42-51206

4h-BOLTS5

42-52457
42-95316

-

. ~
‘

The A/C listed :I.n Footnote 2 and in aaaniom

h2-11°059

kol

© BN g

R
!


http:41-293.52

Mission 324 8 March 1945

BAF

Sanders
Jhs 1185

Bomb loads 12 x M17's 35.3

35 : 1830
8T
Bhodes _Wallis Fletcher
25+ 1799 25: 2988 JRETEETY

bomb loeds 2l x 250 GP's
no nose; 1740 tail

High Right Squadron

Helfrecht
9361

8F

_Creven

;175D

K-21 2D
o Jookaon 5.
Sprattt Vs 316H

bomb loads 24 x 250 GP's
no nose; 1/40tail

Haynes
7Vi S02E K-21
\ Eidelsberg ~ _Barahart
\ Ths 2778 v 1 567G
\ bomb lozds 20 x 300 G-F.
no nose; 1/40 to



458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG BARNHART, L 199 18 41-29567 567 G A% 15 MY BUNNIE / BAMBI BOMBED WITH 466BG
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG BENO 199 15 RUE L1 |44-49261 261 A J3 9 UNKNOWN 042
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG BESTEN 199 35 42-50456 456 D z5 42 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
08-Mar-45 | DILLENBURG BOWERS 199 25 L2 |44-49544 544 E J3 7 OH MONA!
08-Mar-45 | DILLENBURG CHIMPLES 199 25 GOODFRIEND D1 |42-95557 557 H J3 31 LADY PEACE
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG CRAVEN 199 27 44-40475 475 D A% 31 JOLLY ROGER
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG DANTLER 199 1 42-50555 555 A J4 28 BABY SHOES RCM (K28?)
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG DYE 199 2 42-50640 640 (¢} z5 31 BUGS BUNNY REPLACED 120
08-Mar-45 | DILLENBURG EIDELSBERG 199 22 44-40277 277 P J4 49 MISS USED BOMBED WITH 466BG
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG FLETCHER 199 22 42-51199 199 A z5 31 UNKNOWN 023
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG GRICE 199 30 42-51110 110 M A% 85 TOP O' THE MARK
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG HARTSWICK 199 10 44-10602 602 E J4 35 TEN GUN DOTTIE
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG HAYNES 199 33 42-50502 502 E A% 43 LARRUPIN' LINDA BOMBED WITH 466BG
08-Mar-45 | DILLENBURG HELFRECHT 199 24 L3 |42-51936 936 I J3 19 UNKNOWN 027
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG HODGE 199 9 42-100366 366 H z5 67 MIZPAH
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG HODGES 199 35 42-95183 183 u z5 84 BRINEY MARLIN
08-Mar-45 | DILLENBURG HOLTZ 199 ABT 42-110059 059 T 5 . UNKNOWN 056 ABORT - #1, 2 ENG ??
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG JACKSON, WE 199 10 42-95316 316 H 1A% 90 PRINCESS PAT
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG LaJEUNESSE 199 18 42-110141 141 u J4 45 BREEZY LADY / MARIE / SUPERMAN
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG McCORMICK 199 35 44-40287 287 J J4 49 BACHELOR'S BEDLAM
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG MINSKER 199 2 42-50499 499 u J3 36 COOKIE/OPEN POST
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG MONTGOMERY 199 1 42-50912 912 D J4 18 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG O'REGAN 199 14 44-10487 487 R 1A% 39 Girl on surfboard (no name) HOLMGREN CO-PILOT 1ST MISSION
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG POLLIARD 199 17 42-50516 516 \ J3 26 STARDUST
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG RHOADES 199 19 42-51179 179 P z5 73 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG SANDERS 199 1 44-40118 118 S J4 45 WE'LL GET BY
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG SIEVERTSON 199 27 42-51206 206 S A% 49 THE PIED PIPER
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG SIMPSON 199 26 42-51270 270 A A% 19 MY BUNNIE Il
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG SPRATT 199 14 42-52457 457 Q 1A% 100 FINAL APPROACH
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG TEBBS 199 30 42-100425 425 ¢} A% 62 THE BIRD
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG WALLIS 199 5 44-40298 298 E z5 38 THE SHACK
08-Mar-45 DILLENBURG WILBURN 199 15 42-50768 768 Y J4 36 ARISE MY LOVE AND COME WITH ME

Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, 75-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/1/2015






