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HE/DQUARTERS 2d 4IR DIVISION
4RO 558

16 liarch 1945

Tactical .nclysis of Mission 5 Morch 1945 - F, 0. 619,

TO : Connanding Generals, /ll Conbat Bomb \ings, This Division, AP0 558.

This information is submitted for your consideration and cny cection you deen
necessary. The deductions and remarks made below nre the results of the study of
rission reports and infomction obtcined fron Conbct Wings and Groups,

i/C 4/C OVER
B.TTLE ORDER  PRILRY SECONDARY DISPATCHED  TuRGET

2nd CEW Honburg (Vis, ) Henburg (H2X) 39 36
96th CBv " " " " 29 29
20th CBV " " - " 39 38
Mth CB." " n " " 31 ﬂ

2.D 138 132
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Tactical analysis of llission 5'March 1945 - F

¢, Remarks

(1) - Porecast - lModercte persistent contrails above 25,000 feet and
within 1000 fect of high cloud, Base visibilities dropping locally to 508%01%15
or less after 0800 - becoming 1 - 2 miles hy 1030,. .Target-winds: - at 25, feet -
010/85. s

(2) Actual - Winds and taperctures as forecast, Dense persistent
. oontrails - base 18,000 feet, becoming; very dense and persistent ot 23 - 25,000
fect on the route in and at the target but ceasing at the Continentcl cocst on re-
turn, Very heavy haze base 16,000 feet, top unknown east of OLOOE, ;

2. Takeoff and Assembly

-

& Poor weather conditions were expected during this operation. - Combat
Wings were to allow extro time for assemblies since chonges in assenbly altitudes
after ../C had become airborne were onticipated, Group and- Combat-#Wing adsemnblies
were from-fair to good. Combat Wings were slightly bunched at CP 1 on entry to
the DAL, but because of the smell force, twelve Squcdrons, no serious difficulties
ensued, :

Conbat Assembly First Actual Briefed Tine Assembly
.¥Yings Altitude Toakeoff For CP 1 Time

2nd 10, 000 0640 ! 0800 1:20
Lth 10, 000 0645 0801 1:16
96th 10, 000 0634 0802 1:28
20th 10, 000 0631 0803 1:32

3. Penetration - Navigotion

2. Lendfall at the enemy coast was nade within five miles of the briefed
point by 2ll units, The route in to landfall included o dogleg thirty to thirty-
five miles south of course., This deviction, advised by the- wec.ther scouts, was
necessory because of cdVerse weather conditions encountered in the vicinity of
04COE,

b, - The route from londfall tc IP was flown well with the moximm devia-
tion from the briefed route being six miles,

; C. licneuver at the IP was normol with units being in good order despite
the hoze and high clouds cncountered in this arec,

4. Bombing Anclysis

'

3. Twelve Squadrons bombed the synthetic oil plant at Horburg through
10/10 cloud cover, H2X equipment was used. A4ll lead crews reported good coordi-
nated runs, - Due to high clouds, formations were forced to bomb ot higher altitudes
than briefed, actual bombing altitudes ranged fram 23,000 to 27,000 fect - the
briefed altitude weos 23,000 feet,

5. Vithdrawal - Navigetion

c. The rallies were effected well by three ilings - the Uith -experienced
same. trouble in rallying after weather hod split up its Squadrons, :

b, Moximum deviation from the briefed withdrawel route was eight miles -
all deviations were coused by -adverse weather, Heovy hoze and high clouds iere en-
countered until the Gontinental coast out was recched, : .

Ce At londfoll all units were within four miles of the briefed poinmt of
exit, The Division column here, extended seven minutes in length,

6. Fighter Support

&e Fighter support assigned 24D was the following: 4th Group on the 1lst
wd <

12
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Taoticnl Jnclysis of liission 5 liarch 1945 - P, 0. 619

and 2nd Boxes, 479th Group on the 3rd and 4th Boxes - both Groups on close support,
The 56th Group and the 355th Group were in the target area at the time the Bomber
Force reached its IP. The 355th Group then swept the withdrawal route.

(1) The 4th Group assigned ‘aircraft to escort the twelve ship Screen
ing Force and the 479th Group furnish.i a two-ship escort for the command liosquito

(2) The 479th Group reported that the cormand ilosquito was impossiblc
to contact, either visually (as it dived through the bonber strecn and was lost by
escort), or by R/T, Escort called on both 8iF comrion ond 24D carmon,

(3) 4th Group reports Combat Wings strung out and the Screening Forec
high and to the rear of the lst Box R/V - entire Bomber Force in poor formation,

7. Eneny Action Encountered

2. No enemy reaction agoinst the effort was reported by Fighters,
Losses
2s There were no losses,
9. Scouting Forece
c. Planning - The normal torget force was planned. It was to report
target weather twenty minutes before target time, In addition, a route Scouting
Force was plonned, It was to precede Bombers along the route by thirty minutes

and report route wecther, This force was plonned beccuse some difficulty was ex-
pected from weather enroute,

b, Execution - iulti-loyer clouds, haze and contrails were encountered
enroute, The Scouting Force recormended deviation fram course which helped the

Bombers effect penetration. Target force reporting was nomal.

10, Serecning Force

2e Plonning - It was plonned originally to use a six-ship Screening
Force, Since the lst Air Division and 3rd Air Division were attacking torgets in
the vicinity of 2d air Division, we were expected to benefit franm their choff,
However, at 2230 hours, lst .iir Division and 3rd air Division targets in the Ham-
burg area were concelled, and the 2d 4ir Division alone was to attock this heavily
defended target., A% this time, it was decided to use a 12-ship Screcning Force
due to the number of flok guns at the target. The 2nd and 20th Wings each furnishe
six 4/C. These two six-ship elements were to fly together and go through the tors
get crea 500 feet above and one minute checd of the Bombers.

=2

b. Execution - The mission was executed as plonned and the effectiveness
of the choff force is shown by the fact that the first two Squodrons over the tore
get had no flak ot all., Flok in general was moderate and inaceurate, over o target
where it is generclly intense and fairly cocurate, No 4/C were lost and battle
donoge nil to light.

1l, Radar .

DT> O

2. H2ZX Analysis

I~

4/C 4/C Over Satisfactory Satisfactory
Dispatched Target For Navigotion For Bombing

20 20 19 18

(1) H2X operction for this mission is considered,very -satisfactory.
Neither the 2nd nor the l4th Combat Wings hod set feilures, One aircraft could

-3 =
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Tocticel anclysis of Mission 5 March 1945 - F, O, 619

not be used for navigation and two could not be used for bombing because of mal-
functions which could not be corrccted by the H2X navigator,

b. . GEE operation for this mission was good, Light to moderate Janning
was reported for both the penctration and withdrawal, but it did not interfere
seriously with set operation.

1l. Comnents
o n LS

2. sttention is directed to 24D Tactical Doctrinc, Section VIII, Para-
greph 8b, which is quoted in port: "Leaders of Task Foreces arc authorized to
cbandon the mission when clements of their Task Force are required to exceed
24, 000* unlecss, in their opinion, the conditions encountered arc so tenmporary that
abandonent of the mission would cntail greater risks through loss of fightcr cover.

b, The cgrressiveness of our Air Commonders is highly commendable, It is
not the intention of this Headquarters to curb aggressiveness, However, it is
pointed out thet agpressiveness must be tempered with sound judgment,

¢. The situction on this mission is very well summed up by the following
quotation from the 20th Combot .iing critique. "The advisability of continuing
the mission against the cdverse weather conditions is questioned, It is felt thot
more considerction should be given to the problems present before toking o forma-
tion to altitudes aver the prescribed limits, especially when therc is small chanec
of hitting the assigned target visuclly,"

By command of licjor Genercl KEPNER:

FRANCIS H. GRIS//OLD
bripadier General USA
Chicf of Staff

A D £y
RORERT H. TRRRTIT’
AVl N, ool
Colonel RS0

-

Dep C of S for Operctions
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1 500 RDX Jette

Group__ 458 STATISTICAL STMMARY OF OPERATIONS Primarf
‘ , (Part 1) Ordered Targets: Secondary:
Date of Operation : 5 March 1945 Division Field Order Ne._ 619
Sorties  |Credifffsrect) Hon | No. Number and | hircraft lost | Time|Total
Squad- |Total]less {Sort-|1ve i'?fa &/C 'Iﬁ[g‘e Name of Target Type of Bembs|q Flak Ul of {Time
ren Unused ies POrt-iq- 4~ |Bomb-|O on Targets ta11F1akl-& lez b N { Take fof Comme nts
i Spareflv _jies .Sl ing Tgt— _ a -_u,/_p. E/A lsce _I-{— off IMis'n
=, 3 I 5 b 7 8 9. 10 11 U L as 16 1171181190 25 | 27 410
e 9 9 9| 9| 0| 9 |ST| Herburg Oil Ref, | 96500 RDX | = | = | = | «| «]« 0631} 140 Bombed H2X
O 2 | 10| 10| 10| 10| o | 10 |8r| Herburg 011 Refe [1Uy 500 ROX | = | = | = | =| &|«| « | @ . .
3 | 10| 10| 10| 10| 0| 10 |ST| Herburg 0il Ref, |113500RDX | = | = | = | =| «{=| =] = " .
RS : . , 'NON-EFFECTIVE SORTIE SUMMARY (Part 3) | . 1
- {fot- .Caus?sJoijon-Efé'ectives Incidengs of Mpohémi al and Equipment Failures o
al | C© i ' o 1 &
ol . 9 3 £ 41 g1 g o o ! ~
Non o i od =] s ) g g 119l 440 g8+ w |4 T = = o g nl g Comne nts
el 28 efiyal sl ol B Bl B e Pl i AugaE onldudial B8 28|75
bortl 1 5 128 58|85 5| 2|28\ 58 |5818 do2 88 58192825\ 2159|128 ,
i_e,s_ B a2 oS =28 & 0. |{on |H® mo&: Qod‘(f)c_‘}[::—‘imm-m.a manE_om'mm 4 _ 4
@. sz {8 {9 L 50051 fsof 53] suf 55 [s6 {57 {58 fsol do {61 | 6> Vég |@n [ 65| 44 47
- - - - =3 - -' - - e - - ﬁ - - - - - o - - - -
1
Foofnote [1 Nil
Foofnote 12 N33
Footnote |3 4
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uission # 322
FORMATION PLAN

st tan

458TH_ONLY GAOUP - 96TH WING

LEAD S3UADRON
DANE-BREEDING
33+ 9361 8 AF Cont. 8 AiF
HATHORN-RUS Scope BARNHART SPRATT
73 & B37L 5 ir TV s 487R RM-2 AD TV s 457 23 4D
scope BU
SIMPSON
TV : 2703 RGd-2 AD VRO I im
0*REAGAN K-22 TEBBS LSt e
TV 5028 TV s 5148
2ND_SJUADRON
HEALY=GARDNER
J3 1 557H 2 AD 8 AF
___BISERT _ K-20 EIDELSBERG Boucsk g
33 3 1409 RO J4 s 163 2 i s 8 AF
i _HRTS{ICK  K-2l  _KELLY _
2 4D T4 & 2875 8 4F s ran 5 LW
__HOEY _ k-2 HOOD
T4 1 9120 8 AF J4 . 5554
k-a WILLTAN5=D. G
J4 1 6028
30 208
POLLL\RD-BRECKENAL DGE
J3 628K AUiB AF G
WILIAMS-D.K.  K-20 EVERSIT HODGES
J3 1 5045 24D 75 1 1965 75 « 1261
X-21 = K-21 8 aF K-21 h T
8 AF 75 & 1200 2 4D L el o
INOR DYE ZSEREE D
754 199 8 4F 25 s 2988
NUITZR SPLRES: 608W-J3-41  Vis.
45T 352K-TV=34 8 AF
hesembly kircraft 743Z: Lt Josephson - 752nd 316H-7V-31 2 AD
ep

Marshalling Ghief: Lt Ghimples - 755th
Jarshalling Grews: Lt Kroga - 754th
Lt Bllis - 755th

5 liarch 1945

2614=J3-Ray 35 PFF

OADER OF TuKE OFF

E4ST WEST RUNJAY 33
DISP SHIP NO SHIP DISP
36 743 1
51 9361 2
35 837L 3

4 487R 27
S 2704 33
€ 4577 34
7 5148 29
8 5028 30
9 2065 28
Hgr 5 1104 10
11 S57TH 27
37 7409 12
49 628K 13 s

Rwy35 5045 14

42 163 15

Barrie Georl
ond Te Duision
96* %mc




458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date |Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG BARNHART, L 197 16 44-10487 487 R A% 37 Girl on surfboard (no name)
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG BESTEN 197 34 42-95120 120 M z5 80 HOOKEM COW / BETTY
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG BOUCEK 197 31 44-40273 273 T J4 45 HOWLING BANSHEE
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG BURMAN 197 15 42-51206 206 S A% 47 THE PIED PIPER
05-Mar-45 |HARBURG CHIMPLES 197 MSHL - - - - MARSHALING CHIEF- 755TH
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG DANE 197 25 BREEDING L1 42-51936 936 | J3 18 UNKNOWN 027
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG DYE 197 1 44-40298 298 E z5 36 THE SHACK
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG EIDELSBERG 197 20 42-110163 163 M J4 66 TIME'S A WASTIN
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG EISERT 197 24 42-50740 740 Q J3 27 OUR BURMA
05-Mar-45 |HARBURG ELLIS 197 MSHL - - - - MARSHALING CHIEF- 755TH
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG EVERETT 197 17 42-51196 196 Q J3 44 THE GYPSY QUEEN
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG HARTSWICK 197 9 42-100408 408 | J4 47 LADY LUCK / THE BEAST
05-Mar-45 | HARBURG HATHORN 197 25 RUE D1 |44-48837 837 L J3 15 UNKNOWN 041
05-Mar-45 | HARBURG HEALY 197 24 GARDNER L2 |42-95557 557 H J3 29 LADY PEACE
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG HERDTI 197 11 42-50456 456 D z5 41 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG HODGES 197 34 44-40126 126 L z5 64 SPITTEN KITTEN / SKY TRAMP
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG HOEY 197 27 42-50912 912 D J4 16 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG HOOD 197 30 42-50555 555 A J4 26 BABY SHOES
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG JACKSON, WL 197 11 42-51110 110 M A% 84 TOP O' THE MARK
05-Mar-45 |HARBURG JOSEPHSON 197 ASSY 41-28743 743 z A% - EASTERN BEAST ASSEMBLY CREW - 752
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG KELLY 197 11 44-40285 285 H J4 72 TABLE STUFF
05-Mar-45 |HARBURG KROGH 197 MSHL - -- -- -- MARSHALING CHIEF- 754TH
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG McCORMICK 197 34 44-40287 287 J J4 48 BACHELOR'S BEDLAM
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG MINOR 197 17 42-51199 199 A z5 30 UNKNOWN 023
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG NUTTER 197 3 42-51179 179 P z5 71 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG O'REGAN 197 13 42-50502 502 E 1A% 41 LARRUPIN' LINDA
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG PATAK 197 17 42-50640 640 e} z5 29 BUGS BUNNY
05-Mar-45 | HARBURG POLLIARD 197 16 L3 |42-95628 628 K J3 15 UNKNOWN 038
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG SIMPSON 197 25 42-51270 270 A A% 18 MY BUNNIE Il
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG SPRATT 197 13 42-52457 457 Q A% 98 FINAL APPROACH
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG TEBBS 197 29 42-51514 514 B A% 21 BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG WILLIAMS, DG 197 20 44-10602 602 E J4 34 TEN GUN DOTTIE
05-Mar-45 ' HARBURG WILLIAMS, DK 197 13 42-50504 504 S J3 27 UNKNOWN 019
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