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HE:DQUARTERS 2d AIR DIVISION EE=-S=4
LFP0 558
73 ’ _ 12 March 1945

v

UBJECT: Tactical Analysis of ifission 3 licrch 1945 - 7, 0. 617.
Commanding Generals, All Combat Bomb /ings, This Division, AP0 558,
This information is submitted for your consideration amd any action you deeun
necessary, The deductions and remorks made below are the results of the study of

wission reports and information obtained from Combat wings and Groups,
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Tacticel inelvsis of |

¢, Hemerks

Forcecast - Light nop-pérsistent contreils ebove: 28,000 foot,
et 20,000 = 350/€0, ot 25,000 - 350/90,

(2) 4etual = Winds rnd temperatures aloft as forecast, Eight, non-
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and 3rd Squacrons, made four runs on the primerv
before going.to the The 2nd Squedron pickcﬂ up the tergct for e short
run., Five aircraft ,f thu gru Squrdron, flyin 551 Aropped on smoke n»;»A
of the 2nd Squedron with excellcnt results, nder of the Group f;" ¥
secondery on H2X, = ‘

c. The 20th, 14th end 2nd Combet Wings bembed the primery tarj?z_-?:?f
see Synthetic 0il Refinery et hegdebu rg. The 20th Combet Ving, bombing the prir
f'rrc+ had two three-Squadron prcvps: the first group led by the 93rd and the
high right pesition also flovm by the 446th, Duc to aAﬁﬁlfu*Eti n of the C—li'
prilot, the lead Squedron of the 93rd Group had poor bombing resultes,

Sourdrons bombed the primery terget with (XCL41{rL end good results r
Considering the results, thc 93rd Group did vell, hitting vorkshops, ¢
*?rnt,'stcrrgc eylinder, cocks and built-up facilitics. The 448th Cr:hp k'
flcu%}lks on the bomb run - with 3/10 clouds, improper uncovering of the L46th,
ing HR, end en gt cck by onc ecnemy fighter. (lthough it had thcsc 'ifficultiu:, it
s deneging center of the rc'l*(ry end blanketing key freilitics
The LLtk Jroup, IC?iln; the 14th T'ing, vith tve Squadrons hed fair end ,ccf results
on the primary. The te t s obscured by ?/10 clouds ¢ heavy bomb smcke. This
roedwey, The 392nd Group's Lead Scusdron hed good re=-
the HR Squrdron dropped short of the target with poor results. The 401st
Group, did feir, The lead L/C boubs hung up, tut other i/C benbs vere re- .
leesed through RBE, The cther. Squedrens bembed threuch 5/10 cloud 11 heovy smoke
cnbet Wiing had intense zccurate flck, This hindre nce, with cloud overs; '
terget difficult. The Leed i/C of the ZLft“ HR ¢
tcn secconds before. bombs avey, 1 ! i
LL Squedron,
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‘actical énalysis of llission 3 llerch 1945 = F, 0., 617

two Fighters from the, 56th and the 355th Groups,

7. Eneny Action Enocountercd

a. ‘The 355th, 4th and 361st Fighter Groups recport engagements 'ith Jet
eircreft trying to attack thec Bomber streem, The 355th Group first sew three twin-
Jets at 1020 2hd drove them off, In the target arce ten jets in two sections at-
tacked the Bombers and got away before the 355th Group could engage them., Another
three-shipfelement of Me262's nade a pass at the Bombers a few mimutes later tut
they again got ewey before any contect was medes The 4th end 361st Groups report
similer attacks in the target srea. In most cases:escorting Fighters were ablc t
werd off Jets as they began their attecks; however, the le262's, having such supc.
jor speed were eble to meke a pass and elude our Fighters unless they were resr tl
toerget of the Jet's attack so that & turn into the Jets could te made, Claims of
0-0-1 Jets ‘were mede, which indicatcs the lie262's offercd very pcor targets tc our
convention-~l Fighters, Our Fighter Groups suffered no loss to these ettacks; how-
ever, two Bombers were observed to collide and go dowm efter a'dct attack,

be Flak - Moderate to eccurate hh gunfire was encountered over the target
ot legd cturp.

8. Losses

e, One h/C, 445th Group, rcc ived direct L& fire hit over target Megde-
turg. The entire teil section wes ablaze, right clevator and rudder shot amey.
&/C crashed in target arca. Tvo c.utcs TIGTC SECN,

b. One &/C, 445th Group
4/C observed lecving formetion afte t,rnut,_]

SE€Che

tclieved hit by &Li fire over target I
sing eltitude, Four chutcs

Two &/C, 448th Group - Or C be v demaged fronm attack by a lie262,
of position and 0(1"dod vith enoth L/C in its fornation., Both &/C
of Salzwcdel bef sching toreec 74 ve hites viere seen,

nimtes :
cdvise Bonb vh would then fl"

(2) Execution - Scouts ¢
cover prevented £11 tut four Squedrons fror
s'tisfkc*ﬁry; hovever, it has been sug
here fr‘ one_ 1bat Wiing is used on
nac +h ¥

UGt Uil

Tt et T e U

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

Tacticsl bnplvsis of Nission 3 iarch 1944 4 k. 04 617

the mein force and then pull up to €00 feet above

. 1 and two minutes shead of the
main force at the IP, Expected cloud cover in the targ

et area was 5 - 8/10,
(2) Exccution - The Screcning Force did not go over the targct de-
fenses, tut skirted the defenses and made rendezvous with the main force at the
relly point, as they are ordered to do vhen visuel tracking by eneny gun loying
equipment is possible, The cloud cover in the target erea was 1 - 3/10,
11, Reader
H2X Anelysis

&/C [ 3 Satisfactory Satisfactory
Dispatched rge For Nevigation For Bonbing

A 41+1 37+ 1

b. H2X operation for this missicn is considered satisfactorys One H2X
4/C from the 445th Group is MIL end five L/C could not bom! because of cquipment
nalfunction, Two failures were duc to perscnnel errors and three due to equipment.
failure, Onc H2X 4/C aborted before rerching the terget beceuse of sn cnginecring
failure.

¢, The 96th Combet Viing hed no malfunctions or sct failures on this
day's operation,

12, Commentss

2. This anelysis clecrly indicetes that slthough the bombing results
were good, considering the difficulties, thc nevigetion wes very poor., "On course'
vigation must be stressed. It is not sufficicnt thet a navigetor know where he

is, he must use this information to guide his unit back to the briefed route.

By comne nd
DYy mnana
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Group_j58th , ‘ = STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS Primary; Nienburg ER Bridge

_ : , ‘ (Part 1) Ordered Targets: Secondary: Iohne R/W Center Lﬁ%)
Date of Operation 3 March 1945 Division Field Order No.__ 617 Secondarys Bielefeld /T :
: Sorties _CrediﬁEﬁ‘ect.ng?nt No. Number and o 4’1"1}-<;raf\1 Lost | Time|Total
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' 12 100C
TOTAIS 9 9 9 9 | -~ | 9 |ST Bielefedd M/Y 32 1000 M65 | = | = -l - | 0614 203
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FORMATION PLAN MISSION #320 8 MARCH 194%

Beno - BOOTH
J3 & 9361
Scope-K-20 Pl 2AD(Gont)
Hathorn - GOODFRIEND Hodges Fletcher
J3 s 557H 25 : 126L 25 : 120M
RCM X~22 24D 84F
Klein Minor Nutter
25 5 1969 25 : ST8F 75 & 456D
BAF K-21 BAF( Cont) K-21 K-21
Sharp Wallis
75 s 366H zs s 179P
$ECOND_SQUADRON
Bowers
J3 + 2614
Scope k-2 BAF
Blun Spratt
J3 5 5045 Wi 4579
K-20 K-21
O'Reagan
TV i 5676
24D ROM 24D RC 24D K-21
Tebbe Josephson  Hiner Barnhart
TV s 1104 TV s 514B TV s 316H TV : 487R
K-21 24D RO
TV + 475D
K-21
THIRD SQUADRON
Allen
J3 : 6697
Scope K-20 24D
Healy Hoey
J3 & 5750 J4 : 912D
K-21 8AF K-23 R0M
Boucek Beckstrom
J4 5 273T J4 3 287J
24D K-21 8AF K-21
¥arrell Hood Kelly
J4 ¢ 163U 84F J4 : 5554 J4 6028 —_Tyeiasak.
SPARES
S 2/ Hie
issembly Aircraft: Lt Sievertson 752nd 5q. “;g gff‘; “ﬁ: ‘}V/\'; ::
Marshalling Chief: Lt. Montgomery 753rd 5q. 25 6400 3
Marshelling Crews: 752nd Lt. Perry, 753rd Lt Duriavich ;g 1gay 12

WARSHALLING PLAN

i_o!

. rshall to Bast arshall to ‘est

T/0 :%ﬁ:p T/0 e DD

1 9361 R/ 28 15 457Q 44

2 6972 2 16 567G 53

3 557H R/ 28 17 270A 46

4 126L 8 18 5148 51

5 1963 10 19 1104 51

6 1200 9 20 4873 44

7 1798 5 21 316H 35

8 366H 1 22 4750 46

9 456D 6 a3 912D 40

10 S78F 4 24 2731 38

1 2614 R/ 28 25 2877 49

12 5045 R/¥ 28 26 5554 45

13 6697 R/ 28 27 1638 47

14 5750 R/ 28 28 352K 37

29 6028 43

30 5028 39



458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date [Target Pilot 458th Msn | Pilot Msn Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last3 | RCL | Sqdn | A/C Msn [A/C Name Comments
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG ALLEN, G 195 26 L3 |42-51669 669 J J3 16 UNKNOWN 026
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG BARNHART, L 195 15 44-10487 487 R A% 35 Girl on surfboard (no name)
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG BECKSTROM 195 29 44-40287 287 J J4 46 BACHELOR'S BEDLAM
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG BENO 195 13 BOOTH L1 42-51936 936 | J3 17 UNKNOWN 027
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG BLUM 195 27 42-50504 504 S J3 25 UNKNOWN 019
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG BOUCEK 195 30 42-95183 183 u z5 83 BRINEY MARLIN REPLACED 273
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG BOWERS 195 23 L2 |44-49261 261 A J3 6 UNKNOWN 042
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG BROWN, R 195 ABT 44-10602 602 E J4 . TEN GUN DOTTIE ABORT - #2 ENG FEATHERED PILOT- RA BROWN
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG DURIAVICH 195 MSHL - - - - MARSHALING CHIEF- 753RD
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG FLETCHER 195 20 42-95120 120 M z5 78 HOOKEM COW / BETTY
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG HATHORN 195 24 GOODFRIEND D1 |42-95557 557 H J3 27 LADY PEACE
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG HEALY 195 23 42-50575 575 (e} J3 23 UNKNOWN 020
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG HINER 195 9 42-95316 316 H A% 87 PRINCESS PAT
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG HODGES 195 33 44-40126 126 L z5 62 SPITTEN KITTEN / SKY TRAMP
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG HOEY 195 26 42-50912 912 D J4 14 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG HOOD 195 29 42-50555 555 A J4 24 BABY SHOES
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG JACKSON, WL 195 10 44-40475 475 D 1A% 29 JOLLY ROGER
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG JOSEPHSON 195 30 42-51514 514 B A% 19 BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG KELLY 195 10 41-29352 352 K A% 78 WOLVE'S LAIR
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG KLEIN 195 37 42-51196 196 Q J3 42 THE GYPSY QUEEN
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG McCOY 195 8 42-50502 502 E A% 39 LARRUPIN' LINDA
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG MINOR 195 16 42-50578 578 F z5 39 SKY ROOM
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG MONTGOMERY 195 MSHL -- -- -- -- MARSHALING CHIEF- 753RD
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG NUTTER 195 2 42-50456 456 D z5 39 DOROTHY KAY SPECIAL
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG O'REGAN 195 11 41-29567 567 G A% 13 MY BUNNIE / BAMBI
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG PERRY 195 MSHL -- -- -- -- MARSHALING CHIEF- 752ND
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG SHARP 195 1 42-100366 366 H z5 65 MIZPAH OFF LOCATION
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG SIEVERTSON 195 ASSY 41-28697 697 z z5 A68 SPOTTED APE ASSEMBLY CREW - 752
03-Mar-45 |NIENBURG SIMPSON 195 24 42-51270 270 A A% 17 MY BUNNIE Il
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG SPRATT 195 12 42-52457 457 Q A% 96 FINAL APPROACH
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG TEBBS 195 28 42-51110 110 M A% 82 TOP O' THE MARK
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG WALLIS 195 3 42-51179 179 P z5 69 DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
03-Mar-45 |INIENBURG WARRELL 195 27 42-110163 163 M J4 64 TIME'S A WASTIN
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