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HEADQUARTERS 2d AIR DIVISION s
4P0O 558 : Hq 24 Air Division
: Initials p9F
: Date_225 Masity o 5

18 March 1945

SUBJECT: Tactical Report of Mission, RUHLAND, M.GDEBU #LT. LONNEWITZ,
16 Januexry 1945.

TO : Commanding General, Eighth Air Force, AP0 634

SULIARY OF MISSION

1. Data
& Date of liission - 16 Janucry 1945,
b, Primory Targets and Order of Battle —

Lith CBV (4L4th, 491st, 392nd BG) - Ruhlond Synthetic 0il Refinery
20th CBVW (93rd, Li6th, 448th BG) - Ruhland Synthetic 0il Refinery
96th CB/ (466th, 467th BG, - ilt., Lonnewitz /F

(458th BG; - Mcgdeburg Synthetic 0il Refinery
2nd CBi (369tn, Wu5th, 453rd BG) - licgdeburg Synthctic 0il Refinery

Secondery Torgets -

Dresden 1/Y - l4th, 20th CBi's, 46Gth, 4L67th BG's
ilcgdeburg-Buckau Steel and irmcment Jorks - 2nd CBW and 458th BG

Last Resort Turget - Lny nilitery objective positively identificd
&s being in Gemuny and cast of the current
bonb line,

Nexrrotive
— NS
. Planning

(1) Eighth uir Force called for o force of thirty-six Squcdrons
to attuck visuclly Ruhlond and Mcgdeburg Synthetic 0il Refineries and the &/F
&t 4lt. Lonnewitaz.,

b. Ixecution

(1) The 93rd Group wes lote in te king off due to cn cceident. Only
one Squadron of this Group wes sblc to become «irborne, The L48th Group took over
the lecd of the 20th Combet Jing, which caused some confusion, but the wing wes
in good order upon lecving the English cocst., The 96th Combct ving was lote ot
Yhe DAL, lecving the English cocst lost in the Division column, bricfcd third,
but regeined its proper position ¢t the Continental cocst,

UMmHEHOOO»PrOQOZC

(2) The mission wes flown generclly os planncd with the follo ing
Gxceptions;

(2) Upon penctrction, the 14th Combat Wing, lecding the Division,
wes north of course cpproximctely forty miles in the vicinity of 5320N-0800E, ..t
this point, it wes discovered th:t the 12X ond GEE equipment of the lead ./C wes
inoperctive, The deputy lecder of the Lith Combat Wing cssumed the lecd ~nd re-
turned to the bricfed course ct 090CE. Devictions from the bricfed route by other
anits of the Division did not exceed twenty miles,

(b) Upon return, all units were divertcd to fields cither in
the UK or on the¢ Continent duc to poor visibilities in the base crecs,

T e
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Tacticel Report of liission, 16 Junucxry 1945

3. Bombing Tcctics cnd Results

&, Bombing was accomplished by visucl ond H2X methods,

b. Beccuse of cloud cover ot the primcry targets, all units attacked
their secondory tirgets exeupt the following:

(1) The 446th Group, the Lerd Squadron of the 392nd Group &nd one
squcdron of the 93rd Group visuclly cttacked o target of opportunity, Lauta
Lluninum Works, These units visuclly sighted this target on their wcy to the
secondary tcrget cnd chose to attuck it rather thon to bomb the secondory thnrough
cloud cover,

(2) The Low Left Squedron of the 392nd Group attacked o toreet of
opportunity, Wemminghoff, duc to ¢ C-1 mclfunction ct the secondcry tirget,

(3) The Lecd 4/C of the High Right Squadron of the 392nd Group de-
veloped engine trouble near Wilhelmshaven cnd wes forced to turn bczck., The deputy
lecder took over the lecd and experienced a boubsight mclfunction at the secondcry
tcrget. Not being cble to drop on soie other unit's relecse, this Squodron jet-
tisoned its bombs necx Marbcch.

c. Strike photogrcphs show the folloiing:

Dresden - Hits on primary roil choke point, rcil over rord bridgzes,
heavily built-up crecs, center of 1i/Y, rolling stock, industricl
buildings, oil storage,

licgdeburg - Hits on rcil Junction, lcrge industrial buildings, iron
foundry and mcin shops, roilro:d work shops cnd Shoffer foundry,

Loute. - Hits on acin power plent cnd foundry type buildings, open
pit mine, workers' hutted cree, flcok bittery, other foundry type
buildings,

Jerminghoff - Bursts in open type querry, rcil linc cnd dircetly od-
Jecent power plint,

4., Lsnti-iirercft Gunfire

@ Enroute necger to nodercte cnd fairly cccurcte cati-cirercft wes en-
countervd ot iidnden, ittenberg cnd Offenburs, The 491st cnd L4th Groups fle.
over Ruhland before cttocking their secondiry torget ot Dresden, and the Lithn
Group sustcined most of their cnti-cirercft dene ge ot thet point.,

b, ger to wodercte fairly cecurcte predictor control fire wos en-
countered ot licgdeburg, cond it &ppecrs probeble thet only botteries which could
engnge by "seen" nethods opened fire ot our for «“tions,

¢, Procticclly no anti-cirercft wes encountered oot Dresden, only one
Group reporting o few inaccurcte bursts,

5. Eneny sircrcft Encountered and Fighter Support

No enenyy circrcft were encountercd :nd fighter support wes very good,

Losses and Clcins

te Two cdreraft were lost to cnti-cireraft fire end one to an unknown

b, Clcims were nil,
VY el P
e A g
/ A / 4 /\-r'-\
W. E. KEP)
Mejor General, U,S
Caxnding

edin
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TRACK CNA?T

i L JAN PS5
- @QMACDEBURG - #59-389-2.53 NN : v SESL A
S LONNEWITZ - #66-467 % cs8w 4'v's T Rt e

R2eBw A

2
L4

bstcawo.my
TARGET
ENGLISY ENEMY P > ENEMY nsusw
COAST LOAST COAST £20A5)
o9IZ 10/ /747 /200 1804 by %)
#s ovoe0/3000. /§000 22500 22500 0000 4000
4é6 o93¢e 109 1/8F  12s8 £9) —
ACTUAL /9000 Ro000 23300 22500 —
fe7 0938 10Rk0 iR00 /27 52 42
ACTVAL ;9508 22500 24000 24200 /10000 2000
57 0937 1020 1 3# 26 1957 157
ACTUAL 3000 17000 2/350 22000 /3000
2cBw 0934 01¥W /739 43 se952 /336
I MRUEFED 13000 18000 22300 22500 10000 4o
387 093¢ sos9K 113 ;.43 L9874 5ee
AT /3000 R/OCO 22600 22700 1290
457 093¢% /020 //3% /944 %
Acron, /76000 R/F00 23700 R3eve <8/
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IC.L BOMBING IISSION RECORT - 16 Jomuary 1945

DIR. OF LENGTH TIIE OF FLE. .UTO- FLE. RINGE & NO. ./C DROFPED ON
RUN OF RUN _JLTITUDE RELE.SE PILOT iLNU..L _ DEFLEC. R.NGE TOT..L BOIBS .ID TYPE BOMBING H2X OR GH

DRESDEN H. E. INCEND.
114x500 10

114x500 10

102x500 9

66x500 8 wSsist.
94x500 10 ussist.
94x500 10 w8sist
78x500 9 X
64x500 X
72x500
88x500

1882
195

220°
208°
203°

mine 22, 500¢ 1212
sec, 22,000 1215
23, 400! 1237
22,500" 1213
22,0C0 1213

N-

N

HW WHNOM
"

22,500 1213
23,000 1216
22,5000 1215
22,500' 1216
23,300'  1215;
24,000 1217
23,600' 1217
24,800' 1216

2223
160
130°
157°
137°
93°
150°
147°

R

pl-
b bt

85x500
74x500
100x500

-
pvel O OV0WVW\O o~d

Snicke Markers

HFOFMFREHEERI HHGHH
O0O0C0OO0OO0O0COI OOKHOO

F'f;FJKAIQIJ

84x500
1003 i 22, 800! 1209 92x500
78’ 23,500° 1211 X 76x500
85" min,  24,000' 1212; X 52x500
“ < 46x500

24, 500" 1212; X 76x500

(-
= b
OO

22,000' 1211 ) 3 38x500

C:

Jettisoned 23, 500! 1221 X 96x500

@
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TACTICAL BOMBING MISSION REPORT - 16 Janmuary 1945 (Cont.)

GROUP

DIR. OF
RUN

LENGTH
OF RUN

ALTITUDE

DROPPED ON
H2X OR GH

NO. 4/C
BOMBING

RINGE &
DEFLEC.,

FLEW
IANUAL

FLEW AUTO-

PILOT

TIiE OF

RELEASE RAIGE TOTAL BOMBS D TYPE VISUAL

389
389
389
L5
45
453
453
453
458
458
458

123° 22, 500"
120° 22,200"
117° 22, 800"
100° 22, 000"
100° 23, 000"
23, 600"
22, 500"
24, 000"
22, 000"
21,800
22, 500"

H.E.

MAGDEBURG ARM WORKS (SECONDARY)
H2X

H2X

H2X

1H2X

H2X

H2X

H2X

H2X
HoX

len

56x500
101x500
83x500
83x500
83x500
Uhx500
92x500
63x500
82x500
60x500
001{5\,‘0

0
H2X

HO MMM M
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A,- STATISTIOS

includes 362 be
361st Group bag

omaoow
PN

R

B,

627 a/c (263
Jet engine plants, #f
10 overcast prevente

1459 tons GP.and N
Weath)

several T/0s,
over other targets. |

other fields in UK a
32 a/o (7
fourof which are NYR|

Lossest

+Mission

EQRE

AAF STATION 10
APO 634

ed on Continent

352nd Group basled on Continent
believed safe:om-Continent

OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

1, . Bomber Attad]

S
jo synthetic oil plants

pr:
pd on Continent,

unreported).

flieved safe on Continent

B-17s, 36l B-24s) dispa

HEADQUARTERS: EIGHTH AR FORCE

INTOPS SUMMARY. MO, 261

16"Jamary to- 2400 hours 16 Jamuary 1945

ns Disp, Sorties AE._ Towe‘ ¥ Al l S
- Heavy Bomber Atksy |7 627 .'59L 579 LU5h9 000 A 0 - 06 “Bla) g2
Fightor Tscort(o) 11 595 %62 0 0 . oo 0 o 7 363(b) 37c
.Fightez' S\veeps(-d) 2 71' 68 (4] 0 ?g:g:ﬁ}f 0.0 2.0 2
Fighter B’ombing: ol GEE e S s e
Phioto Recon - He: o8 Coin wrgi| o 0-00. 0 000 o
Weather Recon, 6730 o 0 |0 - 000 0.0 0%0 o
Air/Sea Rescue 30 10 10 01100 00:0” w0 0460 - 6
Special Operations [7 36 ° 3% _0 _ 0 _0-0-0 0 0 g afe}. 1
Totals ; Ly 1370 1295 579 W54, 9 22:23 é 0 015450 455
dncludes '72 believed safe on Continent and 4 NYR unreported

LA
ched in two forces against two

nd and

f three primaries from béing attas.ed,
P .on the fwo wynthetic oil plants, four sccondaries and:
10/10 low cloud ovef three primaries, 2/10 to 6/10
Heavy fog at home beses|caused both forces'to divert to
E/A opposition:
B-2hs of vhich 72 believed safe on Continent,

nil, Claims

4/F in centrel Bermany, = 10/
570 &/c dropped

+ wdl,
and g B+17s



First Force

36 squadron formations :(364

against Alt-Lomnewitz
Ruhland, Alt-Lomnewitz
46,5 tons IBs- total 73
0il Plants, Dresden M/Y
1230 hours from 18,000

dropped ‘on Dresden and Nagdeburg,

of Alt-Lomewitz. 2/10
‘targets,
Flak: acecura:

o)

B-2s
fF and Synthetio Oil Plenks et Magde

- 2nd Air Division) dispatched
thensee and
4/F not attacked.. 332, af/c dropped 693.4. tons GP and
.9 tons - on Magdeburg/Rothensee and Ruhland Synthetic
Magdeburg/Buckau Tank Hlant and U/I T/Os at 1030 -
2),,000 feet, Bombing tbth visual and H2X. Teaflots.
Weather:. 10/10 undercast prevented bombing
to 6/10 ¢cloud made it neeesgary to use HZX at two other

Heavy fog forded &/ to divert.to ofher bases in UK and on Continent,

te at Ma 3

Dresden, Bettle damege:
Losses: 77 B-2s (172

Fighter Support}
hours; dovn 1500-1515 ht

majority of A/C to dive
roup strafed Finsterwa)
273 believed safe on Cf
2 pilots killed).

Details of bomb

Assigned Targets

"Magdeburg/Rothensee
Synthetic Oil Plant ' -

Alt-Lonnewitz, Jet A/C
Assembly Plant

Ruhland Synthetic 0il Flant

Dresden /Y (Sec)

Magdeburg/Buckau
Tank Plant (Sec)

Other Targets
/1 1/0s
Totals

¥ 'results based on orpw observetions

_unknown, - E/A opposition: laims:  nil.

believed safe on Continent, 5 cat "I").

seven groups (392 P-51s) dispatched. - Up 0850 - 0935 -
urs. 368 sorties, Heavy fog at home bases forced
I+ to bases on Continent.. E/A opposition: nil. One
lde A/F. Claims: 25-0-0 graund,. Losses:. 281 a/c
bntinent, 1 to unknown reasons, 7 orash-landed in UK:--

e
er attacks as follows:

Dispatched Attackig Tonnage Results
- el |k
127 " 112,7 - Godd
59 NOT RTTACKED s
178 7 W95 Good: K
138 235. 3 46,5 Go‘od.
61 123, 7- #1Good
o % '
S 1s 12,2 Unobserved
364 332 ' 6934 465 :

il to meager, fairly‘accurete at + -1
&

®




EQRET - i e
o+ SecondForsb i

Seven group| formitions (263 B-17s - 3rd Air Division) @ispatched
“against Dessau Aero|Engine Plant and Muldenstein Junkers Enginc Plant, Prim-
. aries completelyovercast and not attackeds. 247 a/c dropped 5235 tons GP,
19L.5 tons IB - totdl.715,0 tons -~ on. Dessay M/Y, Bitterfeld and four T/0s at
, 1200-1247 hours ‘£Foh 24,000-27,000 feet. Borbing on'HZ. Leaflets'dropped
f.‘onDessau, Westher} 10/10 over targets; dense, persiston contreils, Poor
ﬁsibihty and low ¢eiling at home bases forced bombers to be diverted to A/Fs
in the UKs Flak: peager, imccumte, tracking ‘at Dessau, Battle damage:
A opposition: = nil.. Claims: 1. Losses: 5 B-17s (t‘cmr of which
are NYR umﬁ'pox-ted, 1 cat "E"),

§

Fighter Support: four groups+ (203 P-51s) dispatclmd. Tp 09?4-0950
W e 14,20-1600 hours. 19k sorties, ~Heavy fog at home bases forced
mejorkty of a/o to divert to bases on Gombinent. /s opposition:  mily Losses:
89 a/c (all believed safe on Continent). i LR :

+ includes 3614t Group based on Continemt, = =+

Details of Bomber attacks ‘as follows:

Assigned Targets ' Dispatched Attacking ' Gg)gwi_s m
Desseu 4em Engine Blant -+ 153 NOT ATTACKED

Muldenateln Junkasr«' g 110 . NOT ATTACKED

Engine B s

Dessau 1/Y (Sec) . : W6 310,5 119.5 Unobserved
Bitterfeld I.’G' Faxben o (Sed) % 96 20140 72,0 Unobserved

Other Tergets

T/0. (5222-0816E ) 1 3,0 Unobserved

/4 (5238N-0748E) " i 1 3,0 . - timobserved

/1 T/0s S0 52 6,0 - Unobserved
Totals 263 %6

5255 19L.5... =

+ restlts Based on crew observations

% F‘.Lgb_terEscott‘ ; T

Eleven groups+ (595 P-51s) dispatched. Up 0850-0950 ‘hours, dovn
1420 -1600 hours. . 62 sorties, Heavy fog st home bases forded majority of a/c
to divert. to bases dn Continent.. Ono group strefed Finstervelde A/F, E/A opposi

“3m .

SECRE




tion: nils Claims:

Continent s 1 to unkngwn reasons, 7 crash-landed i:

geteir e

70 groups+

1,00 haurs. 68 sortips.’ P-47s patrolled Dummé r‘

in support of bombers)

Losses: 2 P-47s crashed in Uk due to adverse weather - pilo'bs safe,

+ includes 35Pnd Gmup bnsed on Cont i

ggﬂez‘ Bomb Y

‘M:r.l.

e o 11 nfire ais
larxlerl rm ‘the contine

1 B-17 complet
3 I\fosqui:::gs q
Belgium and Germany,
.2 losquitoes f]
207?-515 scouf

No lossess
i Air/Sea Rescuel

10 Pei7s dlspel
a/c mtumd safely.

4,
80 Ecial QE rert]
" S6 e/ e Bl

¢ 5. J@Eo Raco ¥

6o Wcaﬁqer Recompaissance g o

25-0-0. grounds’ Lossost 50 a/c (362 bélisved safe on
Pilots killea).

vElst Group based on Continent. .. ;

< 3i Pihter vk

56 P-47s, 15 P=51s ~ 71 /c) di.rgatched. Tp. 0537, Bown
ver area uneventfully
P-51s on ungventful patrol in Duren areas Claims: nil.

nte

{patohed for D/A photos in Berlin end Misbiivg areas “afs

s, 5 B-17s, 5 Mosquitoes) d.lspatchcd as-: ollm

ted ‘routine ‘weather flights overt tho! I8¢, Zasad B

ted routine flight from the Azores,

jed routine flight to the Azomess # 'l = iliel &

ompleted specmal weather reconnaissance over Holland,
s i T 4

llew Mickey mssior!s over western Gennn.ny.

ed wea_thar for bomberss 119 sorties,

ltohed on routire patrol fissionss

fions

5 B-24s on ROM| mission. A1l a/c completed wisaion and vech d:werted. ';c

Sgotland.

9-ajc (2)3-175,
losses.

15 a/a’( 1 B-]

returfied to England bu
Gontlnont.

7 P-51s escort
on continent.

7 B—zhs,) dropped leaflets in Hcll 1d and Germanm., Na
a4

2878 )" alspatched as redio rélays, 5t P-51s
rhd ot éet +0 homé bases. 1 P-51 NIR, boiiéved safe on

to PRU mission. 5 sortiess A/C landed safely at bases

iy

N\
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C, INTELLIGENCE
1o Enemy Air Opposition

Due to adverse feather over home bages the mejority of fighters and &
bombers landed away and no information regarding enemy activity is yet availa-
ble, Preliminary indidations are that the GAF did not operete, although
weather conditions should not have completely prohibited enemy fighters from
taking off from bases in central Germanys i

2. Flak

Dossau - meagey, inaccurate, tracking
2 Ruhland - intense, accurate
Mogdeburg - moderate, accurate
Dresden - nil fo meager, fairly accurat

3  Observations '
Nil.

4o Damage to Enemy Installations

Photo interpretation umaveilable due to diversion of a/c.

NOTE: The foregoih is besed on prelirinary reports and is not to be used
for record purpdses.
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TNEBER 251
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
65T FIGHTIR WING
APO 558 AAT Station F-370

17 January, 1945,

Y 4D " CHANEL FEPORTS —-. 65TE PIGSITR VILG OPERASIONS ROOM.

Poriod of

Dperations: 0000 - 2400 hours 16 Janvary, 1945.

~This Wing contirolled Channel "B' (Air Sea Rescue) ‘and Channel "G"

(Fighter-Domber) for

I. GENERAL.
No comments.

Bighth Air Force fightersg and bombers.

I1. "' CHAWMWEL (Mir Sea Rescue)(Cept. Aldfich, L. Godfrey, Lt.

There were no

. Graham, Gontrollers.)
maydays tut there were two or three bailouts over

England. There were [five emergency fighter homings and seven emergency
bomber homings handldd on this channel. today.

Borax 47, 355-c Group, called at 0925 hours for a steer to. Great
Yarmouth, He was inland when fixed and glvem & steor. :

Hollcat 54, 5§th Group, 38th Smadron, called at 0959 hours end. -
rehorted a flare coming up from tho waber at a positior ten niles east of
Lowestoft. Teamyork |31 and 54 were vectored to the position togethor with
Sorngnll 17,. Tesmworlk 52 and 53 relieved 31 and 54" endieearch contimued until

*1215 hours ‘with nil
Farmhorse 51,
forty miles east of

osults,
356th Croup,-359th Squadron, reported several oil slicks
Lowestoft. T o Teamworks were diverted who found,

0il slicks but no debris. It is ¥elioved the slicks were caused from bombs

Jottisoned.
O eTisTing i | for Miko callod at 1138 hotrs cressing out alone from the
enemy coast and on threo engines, He wented o be tracked across and crossed

in okey at 1228 hours.
o gt

t 1214 Mours for an emergency steer. He

hadTwe motors out ahd was fixed off the enemy coast at Bergen. Ho was advised
to fly south and lan[ on the Continent. At 142 hours, he was fixed crossing in

again at Westhoofd.

he would be in frien

The 1ast messace was zifen at 1247 hours when he wes advise
1y territory in ono mimjte and to call Sweepstakos.

At 1245 hours|, Fussar “D" for Dog called for an cmorgency stoor. Ho !
was fixed sixty milep off Groat Yarmouth on three motors ap. 14,000 feot. e

was trackod and fixe@ to a safe cross in at Yarmouth at 1311 hours.

From 1300 to
"

1500 hours over 100 calks wore hoard end identified on’
28 not take ihto account meny instances here the

T was jammed by twp or three or four trensmissiohs ‘being made at the

same time by planes

kalling 't ak Everatt, Bl Martini,

lessenger, Applejackl, Manager as well as Colgate. This confusion was,
of course, due to thp appalling weather conditions. Teamwork alrcraft
were grounded “aftexr 1330 hours because of the weather and the impossibility to

control properly as
commnications.

lad rerafteould not fly high enough for fixing and

Roundtable "I for Jig called at 1428 hours for an emorgency steer to
Everett. Ho was ovdrland and vectored 020° for fivo niles and told to
cell Everett for landing instructions. Tho plene landed ant 1450 hours.
Bently 62, 395th Group, 356th Squadron, callod at 1506 hours that ho

2ad ten gallons of

as and could not find a field, Ho was fixed first just

inland from Bradwel] Bay. "He was t0ld to flf 3207, Ho wes last fixed over

Androws Field at 11
okay. :

Bently 38, 3!
asked for the neare
Henston end wes tol
roceived. He is be

000 foot and he was bailing out. He got out and down

5th Group, 358th Squadroh, called at 1512 hours and
t point of land. EHe wasl fixed five miles north of
to fiy 1800 for five miles, No further calls were
ieved to have bailed out.

SOMEIDEY
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[ |

“fifndio1ne,

Migsion Report Cont!

At 1515 hours
fixs ‘Fo wes fixed f
to Manstfnl There wi
4% about 1516
for an emefgency fix
position vas twelve
nentioned in pqrsgm;
At" about 1516
8" Channel before ti
in S4. Omer area.
At about ‘this
Roger were all tryin
for steers and landi
seon tc be of mach Le
flew back and forth'q
At about 1600
was obtained and no

Woodbridge, Bluefrocl
W ey
At 1601 hours:

at Carnaby. This ind
Jig Tr Y566 and Wing
“end fie ‘alr was more
At 1625 hours
o yee fixed in‘woa
325 » 100 niles to
him to eell "Cooperfy

. -Thero were no furthes

At 163 8 hovrg,
Fe was £
Tingholne. Advised’

advised him to get B
last transmission wed
down through snd try

Cdmmiqation, 3

11T,  CHANMEL "o" (9
Bignth Lir Fnl
. Only one timid
11 at Control Point

An tnusual amguit

1anding at forward b
Communicationg

- Second Alr Di
To informatio
. ite a few &)
thinking thay had the
all pilots bo briefo
Communicytiond

con
=22

for 16 Jan ¥5i Y

Uncle, 355th Group, Leader; called for >a.ubemt:rgency
ve milos off Manston and told to steer 270, five miles
brsno further calls.
hours, Custard 31, 355th Group, 357thSquadron, called
Hp left "B Channol beford tho. Six wAs given. His
iles southeast of Menstonu This is the sams aircraft as
h 12,
hours, Uncle 25 called £orian suergency fix.
o fix was given.

He left
He was’ fixed over the (Convirent

G" for George and 'R! for
d word calling repeatedly
dispersal system did not
4004 T et oz thoy remsatedly,
oing it.
Q. aire ‘Sen Reseue. No fix
“R/T interfovonce from. .
thow and from Continent

sane time, Newcrnss 51,

to land at Wocdbridee

g instructions. The £o,
1p to aircrafy Aflyint
ver Woodbridge without
hours, "D for Dog' calli
tebr was given’ bocause o

and plandés being ‘mmﬁd.
their planes.

Efictim "M for Petor aﬂ.m s.ﬁﬂ quueﬂed weather
ormation was passed okiy.

0 hours o 1630 hours,' Willie "F“ fm‘\ch, Winner

er "% for Roger were txying to land at Wor\d.briﬁgb
01" Loss 4=kon up with those homings:-

Balance "G for George called for DMy o Balton.
f Wash fifteon miles south of Strubli. . Gave wector
algon.: He then elected to' land short and we advised
01d" on Darly Channel anf Lend ihero (Horth Gonstos)e

calls.

Carlisle "A" for Rogei callaa for QDM to
ot wor Honington and ‘voctored 325
o wgs low on gas. Last fixed near Linéolmand |-~
Lov overcast and Tand ‘atf'first fie1@ he eaw. ‘Tho
hesrd at 1715 hours Mo afvised he vas going

to fly. contact. i
were gond excent whtm I

ed, 0 <
‘1 ght or-Domber) (T/Set
teg Charmel C Report.
Az was ‘called in on this'!

n, §/set Cystier, Gontrollers)
> hannol, “hat of ‘Tinegrove

of txaflo on tho chnmicl wns cased by alreraft
ses,
were grod, Yecdhtion was: vory aod and rengo fair.

13i0n Chasnol € Reporti 4
W3S raceived or passed on this channel.
1p callod the emorgenc;
efghth air force "CN grvstrl in their ship.
&s to what "C" Crystal thoy have

weore 'good, Tange hein# about 150 mi]:ab.

homors .on $his chennel ’moe:mntly



HEADQUARTERS
STATION 123
OFFICE [OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFF ICER
REPORT ON|CRITIQUE OF MISSION 16 JANUARY 1945
MAGDEBURG/BUCKAU
1. COL 1SBELL| OPENED THE CRITIQUE VINIGH WAS HELD ON 18
JAN 45, BY SAYING AT THIS WAS.ONE OF THE ROUGHEST M1SSIONS "IOH
AN OPERAT IONAL STA INT THAT THIS GROUP HAS EVER FLOWN. !T
THE LONGEST.HIGH ALTITUDE ROUTE AND THE |OVERALL DISTANCE
?%':ﬂ““ EXTRA FLIGHT TO THE NVERSI NARY BASES, WAS Xa
ES.

oL Wi

IAUSON, COMMAND PILOT OF THE LEAD SQUADRON,
AS FOLLOWS:

ASSEMBLY:  THE ASSEMBLY WAS EFFECTED ALL le. ONE -Tlllt TH[
FORMATION GOT SOUTH OF BUNCHER 15 AND THERE WA
mﬂ!:’{ OF INTERFERENCE WITH OTHER !llﬂix BUT lT mm

CBN
Ci 0. Tlﬁ $0 TH(Y WENT OUT AHEAD OF THE 96CBW

ROUTE IN:  REALIZ{NG THAT THE ORDER OF BOMBING WOULD BE SERI

EFFECTED BY THE GNAISE Ill DIVISlM POSlTlOI, THE 968

Wl THE TURN ov:n THE CHANNEL AND FLEW ABREAST OF
THE 2CBW, nomm\ W THEN WENT AHEAD SO vnz BEST
96-B D h cLost UP AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE, WITH

oo NG, “THE NING WAS A LITTLE LOW GROSSING NG THE
: THE BRIEFED ROUTE WAS

llﬂ THE DOG LEG TURN.
T THE TURN WAS INCLUDED

N THE| ’PwUTElT LOW THE IVISIOI COLUMN A CHANCE TO
1oPos THE WEATHER 300! S NMS RE| THAT THERE WAS 8-10/10
CLOUD AT THE PRI SO THE CODE WORD FOR ATTACKING
'mg SE} OIM?); NAD liel GIVEN OUT., THE TURN AT THE 1.P.
WA U

SHOR'
BOMB RUN:  THE BOMB RUN WAS NMAL WITH THE 96-8 WING COMING IN AT
A TWO MINUTE |DTERVM. BEWIND THE 2CBW OVER THE TARGET.
TARGET: THE MICKEY OPERATOR STATED THAT THE PRIMARY TARGET
ROTHENSEE) WAS EASIER TO PICK UP ON THE SCOPE THAN THE
CONDARY, IN FACT, USING SCOPE ONLY HE WAS COMING IN

TO THE RIGHT OF THE M.P,l., WHEN THE LEAD RD I

MANAGED TO IDENTIFY A MC* POINT ON THE FROZEN RIVER.

ACCORDINGLY, F1i SE| F S AWAY,

MADE DEGREE CORRECTION TO THE LEFT. THIS LATE

TURN DID NOT BOTHE! LO! FT SQUADRON WHICH DROPI

ON_THE LEAD, THE LEAD SQUAD IN "
. WITH GO0 GE AND THE LOW LEFT'S SAV 1

00D DAMA HO! N
THE O¢ CIRGLE, ALSO WITH GOOD DAMAGE, THE HIGH RIGHT,
DSHII OlLV mcxt@ HIT OFF TO THE RIGHT OF THE MuPele

-le



RALLY3S
ROUTE OUTs

PEEL OFF:

ATTERED BUT ACCURATE FLAK WAS ENCOUNTERED DURING

LY.
TN GENERAL THE 2081 WAS FOLLOWED QUT ON THE BRIEFED

RO THE DEPUTY LEAD A/C LEFT THE FORMATION SHORTLY
APTERTHE RALLY . HOWEVER, 1T FLEN BELOW THE romrégn

'

s OVER FRANCE. ACKERMAN GAVE THE
mvm 1ON BASES JUST AS THE COAST WAS REACHED. EE A/C
LEFT THE romuﬂou AT THE CHANNEL. THE REMAINER FLEW :
OVER HORSHAM AND ON NORTH. (COL ISBELL COMMENDED LT
coL_wi umsou FOR cmumua VER TO sunou FREQUENCY
TO TA ON FOUND WOMB-

TO CONTROL TOWER. 2, THE FORMATI
LETON |AND AS SOON AS THE EEL OFF UAS STARTED, THE LEAD
A/C HEADED FOR CARNAB

ALL A/C WERE LOW ON BAS 80 THE PEEL OFF WAS RAPID,

3. COL ISBELL HAD SOME REMAKRS TO MAKE CONCERNING THE MISSIONs

4, SEVERAL OPERATIONAL DEPARTMENTS COMMENTED THAT THE LATE-
NESS OF THE FIELD|ORDER HINDERED EFFICIENT BRIEFING.

5. COL |
THE CRITIQUE:

A

DIST:
CG-96CBW
C0=458TH

/8-3-458TH BG
MISSION FOLDER

NDED THE LEAD SQUADRON FOR A FINE SHOW.
LAINED THAT TR!S WAS| THE FIRST MISSION ON WHICH
2 AD USED A CONSTANT NTEML TER SETTING AND GREAT
DAMAGE WAS ACCOMPLISHED, (IF A VISUAL ASSIST IS ACHIEVED,
THE SMALL INTERVALOMETER SETTING WiLL ACCOMPDISH MORE
TH, Hl:Tg(E HERETOFORE LARGE SETTING USED ON |NSTRUMENT

e

SBELL HAD SOME FURTHER REMARKS TO MAKE BEFORE CLOSING

THE $10.P. REGARDING CONTROL POINT UESSAGES 1S FOR EACH
WING LEADER TO SEND THEM, (T IS THE COMMAND PILOT'S RE~
EoaNTBICITY T hSOERTATR THAT THEY ARE SUERNT CORRECTLY
AND RECE PTS OBTAINED.

HE EMPHASIZED THE NECESSITY FOR GOOD TEAM WORK ON ALL
CREWS| ESPECIALLY ON LEAD CREWS, EACH MAN ON_THE CREW
HAS HIS OB AND HAS H1S CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE TO THE
SUCCESS OF THE MISSION,

THE CURRENT WAR WEWS WAS DISCUSSED AND COL ISBELL POINTED
OUT THAT IF THIS THE BAF KEPT BOMBING WiTH

T ECURAGY OF THE PAST £ DAYS, IT WILL CERTAINLY

TIE I WITH THE RUSSIAN ﬁmna THE WAR TO A CLOSE

u. ' vou su«, %

CAPT, AC,

-2 i



‘GROUP 458

10516 J amuary 1945

DIVISIOL FIZiDd ¢ .

STATISTICAL

SUIT ARY OF CTRATTONS

ORDTRED TARGET: Primary :Rothengee 0il Plant \°

7 OF - OPERAT = .....*“')T-jﬁ 2. Secondary MagdebuzgKrupp—Horks—;
- : AJC Aivborn '; - IES 7T LOST _ ) : e
AfC £ TIKE | LVG, -
BSS| A4/C | WOT | A/C ¥0. & TYPE | TO- TIAH Ur. | oF | miE
oomALITEUSE] SORT . | ATKG. | ATKG. | TG HALLD OF TARGET BOIBS OF | PAL|7IAX| & | B/a| AcC{kN, |T.0. 3
| #paRE A s b CTARGET i G il e
S| i 5 6 7 g S 10 P A¥AEmPiaaien s of 16
o=l 9 . = 9 |ST |Magdeburg Krupp Wes| 72 X 500 DX 1* [~ | - [ - [ = |1x (0802
i Ay : : 10 X 500 &P
10 10 10 2 8 (ST |Magdeburg Kurpp Wks| 33 X 500 RD¥ - | - - = - - -
; : L 47 X 500 GP
1o : 10 | 10 - 9 (ST |Magdeubrg Kurpp Wks| 58 X 500 RDX 1*| - - - | 1% - -
SR et 28 X 500 GP
L 1X M7 .
e 1 |07 |Ruhland Oil Plant | 10 X 500 RDH
B9 |aglinag | 2 5 bl s - - 2% | - =1 <! 1%| 1% (0802 |9:
DATR ¥ 16 Jamary 1945 DIVISION TIXLD ORDER 579
e Sl 2 SUED FUBES
MSFeats | ov . uwaoTD| TOSE | WOSE TATL | TAIL
- UHOAD TET %IT| 7OR | REID| FUSE | DELAY | FUSE | DELAY | CALIBIR|LIIKAGE
Saagir Qs 21 22 kA 25 26 ateli, 28 29 30
1 193 B3 20 = = "IM103 .1 M 101 | .025 <56 API-T
: 85 85 = - - |M 103 &1 M 101 .025 - -
1 MAT7 , . ;
 Smokemarken  4(3) 4 - - - |M126 |Inst - - - -
L GHB w1 . |
! Skymarker 5(3) 5 - - - -} 3100 AL .1 ML00 Al .1 - -
S J 2! - |

'\‘r‘/

k)
N



Mission # 277 16 January 1945

HORKN-FHILLIP
J3 * 954h e
WILLL:
2 BD J4 1 555h
EIDELSBERG__ K-21 _KELY
Jé 4 1168 J4 & 2078
K-2.
Bow Left Squadron ~ Lincoln Red # 2
F1OYD
I3 : 60 2 BD Cont.
k-22 _SHEBRILL
T
2 BD 2 B 45 @ 2988
UINCR, 3
T DRy
: zs 8 AF Cont.
35 EVERETT.
0187 gog 25+ 1630
BROGH
75 . 136q
K-21
High Right Squudron - Lincoln Red # 3
& 4F Gont.
T 475D 8 aF e
K-21 SERATT 2 JOSEFHSON
2 BD Cont. Vs 45T Vs 514B
LAIRD K-21

Vs 179X CACH)

9361-J3-24 FFF Ccope
Lezd

5045~J3-17
1348-53-47
2514=J4=43
hssembly Ship: Capt Zvans = 755th
Marshalling Chi:f: Lt smith - 75nd
uorshalling Crews: Lt Hicks = 752nd
Lt Hule - 754th
CROER OF TaKE OFF
BiST RUNWAY 23 w3sT BAST
SHIF NG,  SHIL  DLsP DISi GHIF NG, SHIE  DIor
x 6697 1 17T CeBOV 4
P 72 2 12 183U 18
2€ 9544 3 16 018J 19
4 9120 48 7 305N 20
5 5550 45 3 059T a1
6 163 4l 1 196Q 22
7 277 33 23 4750 3t
8 1185 40 2% 42 3
9 “9i 38 30 5616 25
10 285H 44 32 179 26
1 6084 11 3l 1204 27
e 7407 12 27 514 23
14 2396 13 33 4573 22
21 6023 1% 31 42F 30
5 2083 16

4 1208 16



458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 4'32? l:;llsc;t Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last 3 | RCL | Sqdn I\A;I/si A/C Name Comments
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG ALLEN, G 171 18 42-51939 939 G J3 14 |UNKNOWN 028 OFF LOCATION
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG BARNHART, L 171 3 44-40424 424 F % 3 |MONYA OFF LOCATION
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG BESTEN 171 25 41-28980 980 \ J4 19 |UNKNOWN 009
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG BURMAN 171 5 44-40281 281 Q J4 29 |ADOG'S LIFE ON FP FLYING 44-40475D
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG CHIMPLES 171 17 42-50740 740 Q J3 16 |OUR BURMA
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG DWYRE 171 ABT 42-95120 120 M 75 --  |HOOKEM COW / BETTY ABORT - #4 ENG PIECE OF PISTON IN OIL PUMP (long rpt)
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG EIDELSBERG 171 9 44-40118 118 S J4 29 |WE'LL GET BY
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG EISERT 171 16 44-10602 602 A J3 26 |TEN GUN DOTTIE
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG EVANS 171 ASSY 41-28697 697 VA z5 A50 |SPOTTED APE ASSEMBLY CREW - 755
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG EVERETT 171 7 42-95183 183 U Z5 72 |BRINEY MARLIN
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG FLOYD 171 25 42-50608 608 w J3 18 |FILTHY McNAUGHTY
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG HALE 171 MSHL -- -- -- -- MARSHALING CHIEF- 754TH
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG HARTSWICK 171 1 42-50449 449 w J4 35 |HEAVENLY HIDEAWAY
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG HICKS 171 MSHL -- -- -- - MARSHALING CHIEF- 752ND
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG JOSEPHSON 171 21 42-51514 514 B v 3 BIG CHIEF LIL' BEAVER
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG KELLY 171 1 44-40277 277 P J4 34 |MISS USED
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG KROGH 171 2 42-51196 196 Q J3 28 |THE GYPSY QUEEN
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG LAIRD 171 1 42-95179 179 X v 73 |HERE | GO AGAIN
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG LaJEUNESSE 171 8 42-50912 912 D J4 3 THE TRAVLIN' BAG
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG LAMERS 171 27  |WILLIAMSON L |42-51669 669 J J3 5 |UNKNOWN 026 OFF LOCATION
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG LEHR 171 24 42-51110 110 M % 64 |TOP O' THE MARK
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG MINOR 171 8 42-110059 059 T Z5 57 |UNKNOWN 056
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG MORAN 171 16  |PHILLIP L [42-50954 954 A J3 12 |UNKNOWN 021 NO MACR-Crew bail out France - RET TO HORSHAM
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG PERRY 171 18 42-100425 425 ] % 45 |THE BIRD
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG RHOADES 171 7 42-95018 018 J z5 71 |OLD DOC'S YACHT
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG SHERRILL 171 8 44-40298 298 E Z5 20 | THE SHACK
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG SIMPSON 171 17 42-51561 561 G % 3 LUCKY 13
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG SKIDMORE 171 23 44-40475 475 D % 21 |JOLLY ROGER 305 NO TAKE OFF - (SEE ops rpt)
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG SMITH, WF 171 MSHL - - - - MARSHALING CHIEF- 752ND
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG SPRATT 171 5 42-52457 457 Q N 79  |FINAL APPROACH
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG WARRELL 171 15 42-110163 163 M J4 49 |TIME'S A WASTIN
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG WILLIAMS, DG 171 7 44-40285 285 H J4 53 | TABLE STUFF
16-Jan-45 |MAGDEBURG WILLIAMS, DK 171 8 42-50555 555 A J4 13 |BABY SHOES

Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, Z5-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 12/23/2014





