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12 Afugust 1944
Tactical Report of IMission, 13 July 1944,

Commanding General, Eighth .ir Force, [AF 101, ALPO 034.

Data,
Date of ilission = 13 July 1944.
Primary Target = Saarbrucken /Y,

Secondary and Last Resort Targets - iny militury objective positively
identified in Germany or any nilitary objective
in an occupied country not adjacent to a built-up
area and a visuul sighting mist be made,

Units Participating = 2nd CBW (389th, 453rd, 445th BG).
14th CEW (44th, 392nd, 492nd BG).
20th CBW (93rd, 446th, 448tk BG).
95th CEW (4£9th, 491st BG).
96th CBW (458th, 406th, L67th EG),

| J T ey o
2, llarrative,

a, 366 aireraft were dispatched to attack the marshalling yards ot
Saarbrucken on H2X equipment, including fiftecen H2X airerafi, Two Groups of
P-51s provided fighter support,

b, Due to weather conditions in the base urez, ussembly hzd to be
effected ot an altitude of 22,000 feet, Some units encountered Lancasters
returning from operations during ascembly; otherwise, assembly difficulties
were nil, The unite departed on time c«nd the route wae flown us bricfed,

c. .11 units attacked thc assigned target on H2X equipnent with unob-
served results due to 10/10 cloud cover,

d, The lead Group encountered meager, very accurate predictor control
munseen® firc in the target area, 411 the other Groups encountered only fixed
barrages which were incccurate, licager sunfire was encountered enrcute at &
few places, tut none of it could be located accurately due to weather conditions,
No eneny aireraft were cncountered and fighter support wins good, One aircraft
was lost to anti=azireraft fire, Clains were nil,

() (40 - —
For the Coumsnding Generals ,ﬂ&.(). A ,M e oy e
CH/RLES B, ESTOVER
Colonel GSC
Chief of Staff
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Tactical Bombing Rejort of Mission, 13 July 1944

DIRECT LENGTH
GROUP OF RUN CF RUN

TIIE OF FLEW /UTC FLEW R/NGE &
LLTITUDE RELESSC PIIOT MANL DEFIECT RANGE
SLARBRUCKEN
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Flares

The essigned primary target for this rdzsicn wae Saarbrucken,
Fourteen Groups attacked Suarbrucken in Group iormltirn through 10,1
dropped 2435 00 GP bombs at 4847H=0630E and one &/C dropped 12x500
Blcis, Holland.

? 4/t Aid rot bomb due to boub buy door ralfunctions.
6 5/
5 ,/C  18x500 GP

2 ./C  A4x<000GP

Tzbulation of bombs dropped by HRX 4/C:

isf

The results of borbing were unobscrved due to 10/10 clouds,

12x500 incendiary

Germanyre

0 cloud
GF borbs on u

n HzX

f G'l.l[.

reilroed

Saurbrucken
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Tactical Report of lMission, 13 July 1944

3 ALnti=iircraft Fire,

The 93rd Group led the Divigion and cncountered meager it very accurate
prodictor control Munseen® fire in the target area, and t¢lso a fixed
barrage which was put up behind the formation, 211 the other Groups
encountered only fixed barruges which were incccurate, generally being
too lovi, Some creus cstinatced that these burrages were spproximatcly
5000 ft, in depth, ususliy ranging from cbout 18000 ft to 23000 It,
i number of red /i bursts were scen in the terget crea tut no enemy
fighters were encountered, A number of rockets were tlso geen,

Meager gunfire wes encountered at a few placed on route, but none of
it could be loczted ascuratcly on sceount of the weather conditions.

Balloons,

(1) 4 few balloons werc observed flying from 20000 ft to 25000 ft between
5000H=-0410E and 5000N=0450E, Some of these ballcons were white or
silver while others were black, and they resenbled nornel kbarrage

belloons. At approzirately L940N=0650E about 50 small white
balloons werc scen at the seme altitude, These ballcons were round
and were approxinmately 3 feet in diameter, and they appeared to have
some object about 12 inches long hanging beneath them, o few black
balloons were zlso seen in the target area flying at approxirately
21000 ft, on¢ of which was 'm.mmﬁgtmiTm:ﬂngmmddth

the attack,

d, Losses,

(1) One ./C of the 448tk Croup vas damaged by 4 in the target area and
did not rcturn, This 4/C was last scen heading towards Suitzerland.

e, Lnti=iireraft Officcr's Corrent,

(1) The attack on the target took rlace within 11 minutés ond wos very
concentrated. It is intcresting to notc thet the encmy defenses
werc able to engage the leading Group quite accurately by predictor
control Munseen" fire, which indicates that this Group received
little grotection from the "Chaff", However, the weight and speecd
of the sttack plus the liberal use of "Chaff" guickly overvhelned
the defenses and forecd them to rovert to very inuccurate fixed

arrage firce

YmHTMHODONP>CQZC

It is very improtable that the talloons cbscrved were mocred to the
ground, However, it is quite possible that thcy had some form of
cxplosive attached to & ceble hanginz from thenm and that they

were intended to act ags a form of acrisl mineficld.
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¢ (on the day after this operetion the Swedish wircless

a foraign barrage balloon with & drum holding inflarmable liguic

en explesive charge suspended from it had landed

It does not seom likely that this weapon will prove to ke & serious
lznger during 1ickt operations, but they night succeed in having
some measure of success during nipght operaticns, The fact that some

of the balloone wuere pzinted black probebly indieatcs thuat they were

originully intended for use at night,
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ic.l Report of liseion,

[ 4 ~ mir~tin -
5 Communications,

e 15 HZX uireraft werc dispztehod, of which only
difficultics, Other courmunications facilities wers

A
1
F
I
E
D
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2 - © STATION 123 APO 558 ¥
ﬁTA e o OFFICE -OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFF i CER g

13 JULY 1944 |

. - - S _L%
SUBJECT: $-2 REPORT, MISSIOH 13 LY 44 (SAARBRUCKEN) o
TO .. 3 COMMANDING OFFICEH, MF 123, APO 5581 I

-

ot - MY T OPPOSIT B
a 1.. NO.E/A ENCOUNTERED. S o
 measewsiew S

. 2. MODERATE TO-INTENSE. AA OF THE NOB VISUAL BARRAGE ,
. VARIETY WAS ENCOUNTERED OVER SAARBRUCKEN,. A BARRAGE OF SIX -
- . INNACURRATE SMOKE  ROCKETS REPORTED OVER SAARBRUCKEN, _ONE
: ' CREW BELIEVES THAT PARACHTE FLARES OR BOMBS WERE RELEASEP
- BY THEEXPLODING ROCKETS. NO AA ENOOUNTERED TO OR FROM
: SAARBRUGKEN.

. A 3.. ONE OF OUR A/c SUFFERED MINOR BATTLE DAMAGE. :

‘ 4. FIFTEEN TO TWENTY “A/C OBSERVED AT METZ® A/D AT Ry

0939, THREE.OF THE A/C WERE SILVER AND WERE PARKED NEAR i

- CENTER OF THE FIELD, ' OTHERS WERE IN WOODS ALONG EDGES oF = B

e THE FlELD AND WERE GREEM IN COLOR, : ] 4
p * MELITARY DUMP.-WITH NETWORK OF OONORETE ROADS i I B

- OBSERVED 20 MILES WEST OF SAARBRUOKEN IN VIOINITY OF SARRE- R

3BOURG.
~ " TWELVE. TO FIFTEEN OIL TANKS OBSERVED IN WOODS S . i
'¥1h§§ SE OF SARREBOURG WlTH A DUMMY AREA JUST WEST OF THE : 4]
- uUPT0 SIX BALLOONS OBSEBVED BY VARIOUS CREWS ENw=. ‘
'ROUTE FROM-3 DEGREES EAST TO THE TARGET AREA FROM 0755 TO e
* "1040, SOME 'WERE . BLACK, SOME SILVER; SOME WERE:OF THE BAHRAGE,.' 1
. SIZE, SOME :SMALLER,- THE ALTITUDE OF THE BALLOONS RANGED - RE
FROM 20-T0. 25000 FEET AND THEY WERE:APPARANTLU UNANCHORED S 2%
SINCE A FORMATION PASSED DIRECTLY UNDER ONE BALLOON, - SR
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GroUD o o » o o o 2 v o « o« o« a . . 48

Division F.Q. . . .« « « . .+ . . . . 393 B

Date of Cperitlion o« « v+ « o « .« o 13 July 1944
Ordervd Priw:ry Terzst., . . « . . . . Sasrbrucken

W
W

o o
. .

»
-

C Adirborns. . . . « .+ . . . . . . . 22
A/C Sorties . v . . . . v . . oo .17
20 Attacking .o . . 0 .« . . . . . 16

.

© O 3 O N

¢
o o S Nzt oatticking .0 . 0 0 o0 0 . . B
o L5 Attacking yrimery Target. .. . . 16 - 48 X 2000 GP

. - 9 X 2000 GP - Jettisoned
’ 9 X 2000 GP =~ Returned

10. 3/¢ Lttackin. Lecondury Target. . o . Nil

11. &/C Attscking Lr st Rssort Terget. . o Wil

12. 4/G Wtacking Oprortunity Torget. o o Nil

13, 3/C Lost - Flo% v o v v 0. ... . Nil
14. /C Lost - Flak and /1 . . . . . . . Nil
15. 5/C Lost = W/4s o o . . .
16, 4/C Lost - iccident + . « . . . . . . Nil
17. L/C Lost i)
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1S



ASSTBLYY

Davie

MARBHAL.z  watson

Halker Gabriel _wiober : ow
125325V TALEE 305:25N
k=20 k=22
Warper deArdle opeer scCormick
457373 314:7TVL 0973537 285:J4H 16334
K-21 K-20
Ruark Blun____
320330 1201030
K21
SECTION 11
/ Locikridge=Hinokley
576445F ~21
eCarthy ucmmm Judge
3423935 ;aaxgsu AbolT 164:03F 163:25K
Elskin iiatzg Zimerm Hooven_
682 2251 WA papgT BTV mgz 19;azv . 108s254 HROET
= K-21 K-20
34 0 N Goyle Thompson y |
179:7VE 3423 TVU :
SARS! P
BAST WEST EAST WBST
piep  h/C  D.c. Dim ae. Disp oo Z.0. Bsp &/c
2 domasz 1 ‘g sveusi 14
G 15 26 184J3F
- 16 16 183J3U -
10 11645V 4 17 29 1177Vi
5 15 097437 18 17 342036
A 3*% 3037TVH 6 16325K 19 .
305258 7 4 108256 20
16304 8 12 705354 21
285040 - 2 VA e a2 3@ %2
10 15 120034 ; Ve 30 179T%
1 1n 320034/ 24
¥ B ORML yue OB onspd wiit o e
‘13 33 P otes shipe used in
number 2 and 3 poaitxona.
SPARD 5/C
e RUNWAY
%55 366 1f Runwey 05 uaed reverse
401 ZLast and uests

441




458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 4'\5A§lt1h P'\;I:: Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last 3 | RCL | Sgdn Q{sﬁ A/C Name Comments
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN ANDREW 90 20 41-29305 305 N z5 28 |I'LL BE BACK/HYPOCHONDRIAC
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN BLUM 90 1 42-95120 120 M J3 23 |HOOKEM COW / BETTY
13-Jul-44  |SAARBRUCKEN COOK 90 ABT 41-28705 705 w z5 -- |YE OLDE HELLGATE ABORT - LOST FORM IN CLOUDS - TURN BACK SHORT E.C.
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN COYLE 90 9 42-95179 179 X v 26 |HERE | GO AGAIN
13-Jul-44 |SAARBRUCKEN DAVIS 90 ASSY - - - - ASSEMBLY - NO A/C LISTED
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN GABRIEL 90 4 42-95116 116 \% z5 20 |JUNIOR
13-Jul-44  |SAARBRUCKEN HOOVEN 90 ABT 42-95108 108 M z5 - ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11 ABORT - LOST FORM IN CLOUDS - TURN BACK SHORT E.C.
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN JUDGE 90 21 42-95163 163 K z5 28 |DIXIE BELLE
13-Jul-44  |SAARBRUCKEN LOCKRIDGE 90 9 HINCKLEY L2 |42-50578 578 F z5 1 SKY ROOM
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN MARTIN, L 90 8 42-95183 183 U J3 19 |BRINEY MARLIN ABORT - SORTIE CREDIT #1 ENG INTERNAL FAILURE
13-Jul-44 |SAARBRUCKEN MATZE 90 ABT 41-29340 340 N v -- | YANKEE BUZZ BOMB ABORT - #2 SUPER CHG PROB - SHIP #719 Q J3 t OUT
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN MCcARDLE 90 14 42-51097 097 T J3 31 |UNKNOWN 022
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN McCARTHY 90 8 41-29342 342 S J3 29 |ROUGH RIDERS
13-Jul-44  |SAARBRUCKEN McCARTHY 90 ABT 41-29342 342 S J3 - ROUGH RIDERS ABORT - PILOT RPT GAS LEAK #4 ENG
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN McCORMICK 90 6 42-110163 163 M Ja 8 TIME'S A WASTIN
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN McNAMARA 90 26 42-110184 184 F J3 11 |GWEN
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN PISKIN 90 4 41-28682 682 | z5 44 [UNKNOWN 003
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN ROBERTS, J 90 17 42-52457 457 Q v 39 |FINAL APPROACH
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN RUARK 90 12 42-50320 320 w J3 28 |UNKNOWN 018
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN SPEER 90 6 44-40285 285 H J4 9 TABLE STUFF
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN THOMPSON 90 22 41-28942 942 V) v 17 |HEAVENLY BODY
13-Jul-44 |SAARBRUCKEN WALKER 90 ABT 41-29303 303 H z5 - LIBERTY LIB ABORT - #2 GEN INOP, #2 SUPER CHG OSCILLATING
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN WARNER 90 15 42-50314 314 L v 32 |ETO PLAYHOUSE
13-Jul-44  |SAARBRUCKEN WATSON 90 MSHL - - - - MARSHALLING CHIEF
13-Jul-44  |SAARBRUCKEN WEBER 90 29 D1 |-- - T9 --  |466BG/784SQ WEBER CMD-P?
13-Jul-44 | SAARBRUCKEN ZIMMERMAN 90 32 42-95117 117 M % 30 |YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU
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