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27 July 1944
Tactical Report of Mission, 28 June 1944,

ing G\.n-TT{‘l, .;‘41:}'““ Air TDTT‘I’,‘, LLF 1‘1, +PO 634—.

of Lkiission - 2€ June 1944.

Turget = 411 Combat Wings - Saarbrucken 1/Y, if visual,
411 Combat Viings - Center of Saarbrucken, if FFF.

Secondary Targct = Any military objective that cun be positively

identified and not ncar a built=up area,
Last llesort Target = Lny military objcetive that can be positively
identified and not ncar a bullt=up areu,

6BW (453rd, 445th, 389th EG).
CEW (292nd, 492nd LJ)
CEW (Ljé*h L4Bth BG).
1 CEW (491st, 489th BG).
CEW (LS?th, L66th, 467th BG),

1o 378 uircraft were dispatched to visually attack S~;rhruckun.

Fiftcen H2X aireraft were dispatched for navigational purposes and for usc in
boribing if cloud cover prevented visual methods, Four Groups of P=38e und two

208

Groups of P-51s provided fighter support,

b, sssemt ics werc accomplished ¢ it*'ut incident but st Control Point
1 the 96th Gnr,'{.pt Wings "." and "B" were behind the 95th Combat Wing Instownd
of ahead of it. The routes werce flown as mrlufui.

ce The target arcu wus covercd with 5/10 to 10/10 cloud, :nd thc
borbing vius 4C‘O"pll‘h0d on H2X LGUllr"T with generally unobscrvid rccults.

PRU re ert show o large concentration on the marshalling yard at the scuth-
west junction und station sidings extending castward, blankcting the mershalling
yard facilities, Scveral concentrations fell in the center of the city of
Suarbrucken und scvere damage wus accomplished in adjoining districts, Onc
Squudron of cleven aireraft did not attack the as gn_d target duc to fuilure
of H2X cquipment but visually attacked the uirfi‘ld at Florrennes, a target of
opportunity, with good results,

d, lfoderutec to intcnsc accurate gunfire wae encountercd cnroute at
Ghent, Charleroi, Florennecs, lons, Chicvres, Venault le Chatcl and Court St.
Eticnne, [coger ah fire vas cneountercd cnronte at Le Culot, Soigrice, HNurur,
Brusscls, Tholm, Cherlcville and Huy. . fow enemy aireraft were soon dr th
target arca but no attacks were ns Fricndly fighters engaged thesc end
their support 'was good throughout the nission. One aircraft was lost to an
unknown eausec,, Clains werc nil,

For the Conpanding General:

"

Cl ;..LILS B
Coloncl
Chicf of
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Tactical Borbing Report of Iission, 28 Jun:

>T LENGTH I B A Ew  RANGE HUMEER 4L/C DROPrED O
OF RUN TUDZE RELE/ PILOT 1 LHUA DEFLECT RLLGE BOKEBING GH OR PFF

SAARDRUCKEN
; FFF
PFF

10 min, 22,000
10 nin, 22,000
10 rin, 23,200
10 min, 23,000
8 min, 20,800
23,300

14 min. 22,000
3 min, 23,000
10 min, 22,500
€ min, 22,000
sec, 22,000
23,500

rine 23,000

on 453rd Group

" 445th Group
PFF

Dropped on 392nd Group
FFF

Dropped on Sky llarkers

Dropped on 4585th Grour

3 et b bt Bt Bt D B B B DG Bt B B

v
et
O
£
G
4]
b

nin, 20,300 0946 ; PFT visual

The assigned primary target for this mission was Saarbrucken, Gernany,

Twelve Groups were assigned to this target. Bombing was done in Group formation on FFF lcaders through
7/10 to 10/10 cloud cover.

One Squadron attacked a target of opportunity, the airfield at Florennes, Belgium, when the PFF equipnment
went out at the primary. One A/C did not bomb the primary and nade an individual sighting operaticn on a
railroad bridge at Gizit, Twelve A/C did not bomb and returncd early due to mochaniecal difficulties, One
A/C did not bormb due to a rack und bomb bay door malfunction and another 4/C did not bormb due to an A=2
rclease malfunction,

Results of bombing at Saarbrucken were good from a damage standpoint, Many hits in murshalling yards and
built-up areas of the city, Results at Florennes 4/D werc good with hits on opcrations ares and NW section
of the field,
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Tactical Report of Mission, 28 June 1944,

3. Anti-Aircraft Mre,.

as The first eight Groups over the target attacked within four minutes
in a 30° are, The fire encountered by these formations was only
moderate in intensity snd consisted of hoth jredictar control and
barrage fire which was accurate for some Groups but inaccurate for
others. "One formation encourmtered no AA fire until after bambs were
released, and the enemy defenses appear to have been fairly well
saturated, The 491st Group attacked the tarzet 2lone and encountered
moderate but accurate predictor control fire, The 96th Wing attacked
the target 9 minutes later, and the first two Groups encountered only
Iixed barragés, but the last Group encountered some predictor wntrol
fire as well., Several roclets viere seen in the target arca, some of
vinich resanbled PFF smoke bombs, A few green AA fiye bursts were
also seen in the arca.
Yoderate gunfire was aicountered on rout e at Ghemt, Charleroi
Cosselies, Florennes, Mons, Chievres, Venault lc Chatel and Court
St., Etienne, A few grcen bwrsts were seen at Flarennes,

(1) An AA firc burst was scen a > which enitted
wires, Each wire was 20 0 ya ng and they
to be joined at a hese wires appeared
froil an ordinary AA fire burst,

projecetile was firod by means

J ) WCoalls
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AT AD D

Tactical Report of !ission, 28 June 1944

5. Communications.
2, Communication facilitics satisfactory., 15 H2R aircraft
formations., Five sets failed to function properly; others were
satisfactory for bombing,
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HEADQUARTERS
"STATION 123 . - AP0 558
OFFICE. OF THEIINTELLIGENCE OFFICER

28 JUNE 1944

. SUBJECT: S$-2 REPORT, MISSION 28 JUNE 44 (SAARBRUCKEN)
O -_COMMANDING OFF I CER, AAF 123, APO 558,
ENEMY AIRCRAFT OPPOSIT|0N '

NO E/A ENCOUNTERED.
ANTI AIRGRAFT FIRE

| 5. NO AA WAS ENCOUNTERED ENROUTE TO TARGET. ACCURATE
INTENSE . NON-V{SUAL" AND ViSUAL- AA OF THE BARRAGE TYPE.WAS EN--
COUNTERED OVER SAARBRUCKEN, . SIX TO TEN ROCKETS CAME UP IN-"
ACCURATELY AT SAARBRUCKEN,  ENROUTE HOWE, THE AA ENCOUNTERED
WAS MEAGER, |NACCURATE CF FBAK, AT HUY (5031-0514 .

SIXTEEN OF QUR A/C. RECEIVED MINOR BATTLE DAMAGE ,

B | OBSER!AT|0N§ )

"~ 3. _A/D AT CHARLEROI REPORTED HEPAIRED WlTH FLAK POS-

ITIONS BELIEVED ON- WEST SIDE' OF THE FIELD,
NEW A/D NORTH OF DOUAI AT 5025-0305, REPORTED WITH

THREE PLANES BELIEWRED "ON FIELD, :
EXTENSIVE CONSTRUCTION AND EXCAVATION GOING ON JUST

EAST OF CHARLERO!.. ...
LARGE: EXCAVATIONS, THE AREA OF A CITY BLOCK REPORTED

SIX MILES NE OF. RETHEL AT 4936-0426.,
M/Y'S AT TRIER, FULL OF TRAINS AT 0915, MUCH AC-

TIVITY IN CHARLERO! M/Y' 'd AT 0850.
' NO SMOKE SCREEN AT SAARBRUCKEN. .

5 JOHN H. DAVIS,
" CAPT. AC,
.GROUP S-3
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A53TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)

AAF 123

APO 558

28 Juna 1944

Statistical Summery of Operations, Mission of 28 June 1944,

O _O0PZRATIONS

28 Juns 1244
Saarbrucken Marshzalling Yard

1 = 41~28682 ~ 2 turbos
33 = 646 X 250 GP
250 GP jettisoned ~ 42-50320

250 GP returned

12 X
22 X

JOSEPH S,
lst Lt, AC
Grdup Statistizal Officer

NILLIAMS

TO: Commanding General, 2d Bomhardment Division,
STATISTICAL SUMMARY
Ba GIroup « o o o o - » o o + « o o« » . 458
B, ivision ¥.0., Nos » . « & « - . 373
Cuo Date of Operetion . . . . . . « . &
2. Ordsrsed Primary Tarzet, . . . . . .
A/O D, “
E“ ?,E Jispgtehed, o o 0 4 o . 34
P, A/C Sortiesr , . . o . . . I
Go A/C Attacking « « o « o + « « . » . 33
H, A/C Not Attecking « + v o » o » « o 1
(3) M‘.‘Chu‘.’liC?l a!’ld EGH’_‘IL‘,"’.EI’}t. s e e
I. A/C sttacking Primary Target. ., . .
J. A/C Astscking Secondary Targset. . . Nil
s A&/C Attacking Lest Resort Ty, pe o Nil
Lo A/ Attecking Qpportunity Target. . Nil
fo A/B Lost 4 v v v v b o v e o . e . Nil
For the Commending Officars
BECARE

b3
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Lead Sqdn "A® Group - ____-Lamoche
T IFF
Walker Gorrell Slaton-pooth -
TV 340N 7V :050; Kel J3:059E
Warner Monohan LeBeuf
TV 27091 K27 :117M X2l 75 10187
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Lead Sqdn B Group
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.., Boyle
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Section IT

Larsén .-~

well
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Gibson
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{ hannam&t)
Perkinsod
T34 =

T
Miadleton ¢
TV s 314L

Houser
73 :1830

o
MeNamara

73:184F

Rew
K2 7V 1 721V

Raurk
X20 J3 :30017

28 JUNE 44

MeArdle
73400

uirk

73:342

Zimmerman
7v: 1108

Robert

50)
TV:1P9K K2l W;bB-

P
CHaydon

K20 7V 11550
Davidsol
7516821

55

Evans
K217 1630
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458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 4’\5/2:1 ':/'Il;t Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last 3 | RCL | Sgdn Q/sﬁ A/C Name Comments
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN ARMOUR 81 11 41-29596 596 R z5 27 |HELL'S ANGEL'S
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN BOYLE 81 6 41-28735 735 Vv J3 30 |UNKNOWN 005
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN BRADLEY 81 6 42-95096 096 F z5 20 |BOMBS AWAY
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN DAVIDSON 81 ABT 41-28682 682 | z5 - UNKNOWN 003 ABORT - TURBOS FROZEN COULD NOT KEEP FORM
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN EVANS 81 2 42-110163 163 M J4 3 TIME'S A WASTIN
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN GIBSON, S 81 16 42-51179 179 P J3 13 |DUSTY'S DOUBLE TROUBLE
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN GLAGOLA 81 8 42-50320 320 w J3 25 |UNKNOWN 018
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN GORRELL 81 10 42-95050 050 J N 24 |GAS HOUSE MOUSE
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN HANSEN 81 14 42-110070 070 - z5 14 |ELMER / LADY LUCK SPARE LEAD CREW
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN HAUSER 81 9 42-95183 183 U J3 15 |BRINEY MARLIN
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN HAYDON 81 14 42-52455 455 (0} ™ 37 |PLUTOCRAT
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN HOOVEN 81 4 42-95108 108 M z5 18 |ENVY OF 'EM ALL 11
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN JUDGE 81 17 42-51095 095 Q z5 18 |SHOO SHOO BABY
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN KENYON 81 2 42-95163 163 K z5 20 |DIXIE BELLE
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN LARSON 81 16 42-100362 362 A z5 11 |SWEET LORRAINE/BOOMERANG
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN LeBEUF 81 13 42-95018 018 J z5 24 |OLD DOC'S YACHT
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN Loy 81 8 41-29352 352 K v 32 |WOLVE'S LAIR
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN MARTIN, L 81 5 41-28705 705 W z5 36 |YE OLDE HELLGATE
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN MCcARDLE 81 11 42-95008 008 R J3 20 |UNKNOWN 035
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN McNAMARA 81 24 42-110184 184 F J3 9 GWEN
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN MIDDLETON 81 11 42-50314 314 L v 28 |ETO PLAYHOUSE
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN MONAHAN 81 14 42-95117 117 M v 25 |YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN NELSON 81 3 42-95116 116 \Y% z5 16 |JUNIOR
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN NEWELL 81 9 41-29276 276 G z5 13 |URGIN VIRGIN/The ROTTEN SOCK
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN NEWMARK 81 MSHL - - - - MARSHALING CHIEF
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN PERKINSON 81 1 HANNAMAN L |42-100425 425 D J3 14 |THE BIRD
28-Jun-44 | SAARBRUCKEN QUIRK 81 8 41-29342 342 S J3 26 |ROUGH RIDERS
28-Jun-44 | SAARBRUCKEN REW 81 8 41-28721 721 \Y% v 34 |DOWNWIND LEG
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN ROBERTS, J 81 11 42-52457 457 Q v 34  |FINAL APPROACH SERIAL FROM MARSHALING
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN ROUBAL 81 29 |CHAMBERLAIN L2 |42-109812 812 D v 29 |UNKNOWN 016
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN RUARK 81 7 41-29300 300 Y J3 33 |LORELEI
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN SLATON 81 26 |BOOTH D1 |42-110059 059 E J3 24 |UNKNOWN 056
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN STANHOPE 81 -~ |FREEMAN L3 |41-28788 788 F+ QK -~ |44BG/66SQ 44BG PILOT
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN STILSON 81 ASSY 41-28697 697 z z5 A2 |SPOTTED APE ASSEMBLY CREW
28-Jun-44 | SAARBRUCKEN THOMPSON 81 19 42-95179 179 X v 22 |HERE | GO AGAIN
28-Jun-44 |SAARBRUCKEN UGARTE 81 -~ |LaROCHE L1 |41-28794 794 | G+ | QK -~ |44BG/66SQ NOT 458TH SHIP or PLT
28-Jun-44 | SAARBRUCKEN WALKER 81 10 41-29340 340 N v 30 |YANKEE BUZZ BOMB
28-Jun-44 | SAARBRUCKEN WARNER 81 11 41-28709 709 1 v 24 |LUCKY STRIKE SHOT UP - LAND IPSWITCH
28-Jun-44 | SAARBRUCKEN ZIMMERMAN 81 31 42-51110 110 P v 18 |TOP O' THE MARK
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