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SUBJECT: Report of Operations, 24 June 1944. 

8 January 1945 

COPY NO.~ ;.) ~ 

TO : Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington 25 D.C. 
(Through Channels). 

a. Operations No. £r..3J! and No~ !JJ.2. 

b. Targets. 

(1) Operation 43$ (Morning). 

(a) Oil refinery at Bremen, seven G.4. F~ airfields,_ 
two. railway briff~s and 12 Crossbow -1~.argets in 
France. See Paragraph 2 b. below for 'specific 
targets. 

(2) Operation Li.39 (Afternoon). 

(a) Six· awitohing and ~bransfo:r.mer stations anc;:l 12 
Crossbovv taTgets in northeastern France. See 
Paragraph 2 b. below for specific targets. 

j 
a. Small amounts of low clov.d ·with all medium c1oud were 

predicted for nor-Chern and north central Fra~rne. Substantial overcast, 
a minium of 6 to G/10 low and medium cloud, was expected over ·bhe remainder 
of the Continent, with additional cloud at operating levels over southern 
and extreme esatern Germany. 

b. The forecast for German ta.rget areas prcrePtad the decision to 
confine stra.tegic operations, to an attac1 ·~ by six B,..17 Combat Wings 
against an oil refinery at Bremen which was selected from the highest 
priority· oil targets in ti,l.e area open to operations because of its 
favorable location in :respect to H2X identification landmarks. Path­
finder operators were instructed to use the oil refinery as -the Aiming 
Point if equipment were fu.nctioning perfectly; otherwise, to release· on 
the industrial area of I?remen. B-17 1s were specified because of ct.heir 
better performance as compared with B-..2/1.' s at the high £JJ.titude necessary 
in attac1cs against such well-defended· targets. A limiting factor in the 
number of B-17's to be dispatchod was the necessity for units of 3rd Bomb 
Division to prepare for a large-scale supply nrission in aid of the Fronch 
forces of the interior which was to be exBcuted at the first favorable 
opportu..ni ty. In view of the vlsual conditions prec1icted for northern 

. France it w~s :r:urther decided to detail a considerable bomber force, 
the· greater part to consist of B·2L~ 1 s, against two railroad bridges a.cross 
the Loire River at Sai..'lmur and Tours and seven opora"liional .. airfields 
south and southwest of Paris. In addition, a visual attack against 12 
modified ski sites in the Pas de Calo.is was tentatively scheduled, 
Weather conditions near the French coast were uncertain but this effort 
'was finally called for in the late morning, Dttr=Lng the morning of 24 Jrme 
when definite indications of clear weather over the l?as de Calais in the 
late afternoon were received, plans were made to dispatch another force 
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against 12 Crossbow sites, 11 of wh-ich had ~~:so bJer.,,J ~~si~~J!ieffp. for the 
earlier mission, and six electric swi t.ehing and trai1.sTdrmer'istations • 
Detailed targets assignments for each operation were as follows: 

OPERAT~OJL~.J.119.E.UJli.Ql 

Force I 
(Tactical Unit - Combat Wings of three B-17 Groups 

Bremen Oil Refinery 

of' lf.5 aircraft each with one or more 
H2X Pathfinder aircraft per Group.) 

1st Bomb Division 4 B-17 Comba,t Wings 
3rd Bomb Division 2 B-17 Combat Wings 

Force II 
(Tactical Unit - Combat Wing of thl"ee B-17 Groups) 

Saunrur Rail Bridge 
Tours/La Riche Rail Bridge 
Melun Airfield 
Bretigny Airfield 
Bue Airfield 
Toussus .Airfield 
Orleans/Bricy Airfield 
Chateadun .Airfield 
Chartres Airfield 

of 12 aircraft each or fovx to six 
B-2Li- Squadrons of 12 aircraft each.) 

1st Bomb Division l B-17 
1st Bomb Division l B-17 
2nd Bomb Division *l B-24 
2nd Bomb Di vision *l B-2L~ 
2nd Bomb Division *l B-24 
2nd Bomb Division *1 B-2/.i-
3rd Bomb Division 1 B ... 24 
3rd Bomb Division 1 B-24 
3rd Bomb Division 1 B-211-

Combat Wing 
Combat Wing 
Combat Wing ( 1~) 
Combat Wing ( ~) 
Combat Wing ( 6©) 
Combat Wing (72) 
Combat Wing (48) 
Combat Wing (48) 
Combat Wing ( 72) 

*Two H2X Pathfinder aircraft detailed as navigational aids. 

mCe.J]_I. 
(Tactical Unit "'" B-17 Group or B-2Li- Squadron of 12 aircraft each) 

Bachimont. Lmmching Site 
G1:~epy Launching Site 
Fleury Launching Site 
Belloy-sur~Sonnne Launc'11ing 
Site 

1st Bomb Division l B-17 Group 
1st Bomb Division 1 B-17 Group 
1st Bomb Division ,1 B·17 Group 

1st Bomb Di~ision· 1 B~17 Group 
Fressin Launching Site 
Haute Cote Launching Site 
QoubronneLaunching Site 
Gauche d' Ecques Launching 
Site 

· 2nd Bomb Di vision l B-2Li. Squadron 
2nd Bomb Division 1 B-24 Squadron 
2nd Bomb Division 1 B--24 Squadron 

Belle Croix Launching Site 
Blanc Pignon Fermo Launching 
Site 
Beaumetz-les-Aire Launqhing 
Site 
Crepieul Lau.nching Site 

2nd Bomb Di.vision 
2nd Bomb Division 

3rd Bomb Division 

3rd Bomb Division 
Jrd Bomb DivjAion 

1 B ... 24 Squadron 
1 B-24 Squadron 

1 B-17 Group 

1. B-17 Group 
1 B-17 Group 

Q™lOJI 4J2.,,J+,.,A )~~ . ..:1£.~ .. JI9.9JiL,. ) 
(Tac;l;idal Unit ~ G:roup or 'Squadron of 12 aircraft each 

Holque Switching Station 
Fleury Lau.n.ching Site 
Crepy Launching Site 
Bachimont taunching Site 
Belloy Launching Site 

· . Fressin Launching Site 
Haute Cote La~Lnching S~te 
Fiefs Launching Site 
C~uche d'Ecques Launching 
Site 
Belle Croix taunchin 

.1st Bomb Division 1 B-17 Group 
1st Bomb Division 1 B-17 Group 
1st Bomb Division 1 B-17 Group 
1st Bomb Division 1 B-17 Group 
1st Bomb Division l B~l7 Group 
2nd Bomb Division l B-24 Squadron 
2nd Bomb Division 1 B .. 24 Squadron 
2nd Bomb Division 1 B-24 Squadron 

- ', ·,·' ~ !····( 

2nd Bomb Di\rision' :t .. B,~44 Squadron 
...• ',2nd Bomh Diyis;t,~n ':t' BW24 Squadron 

'\',\) i;\ \j ,, 



Tingey Transformer Static~. f IW 1 B-24 
Abbeville Transformer St_ation 2nd Bomb Division 1 B-24 
Mazingarbe Transformer Station 2nd Bomb Division 1 ·B-24 
Pont a Vendin Transformer Stat:ton2nd Bomb Division 1 B-24 
La Vaupaliere Transformer Station2nd Bomb Division l B-24 
Beaumetzple·s-.Aire Lau..nching Site 3rd Bomb Division . l, B-24 
Crepieul Latmching Site 3rd Bomb Di vision 1 B-24 

Squadron 
Squadron 
Squadron 
Squadron 
Squadron 
Squadron 
Squadron 

Blanc Pignon Ferme Launching 
Site 3rd Bomb Division l B-24 Squadron 

c. The Bremen force of six Combat Wings was to depart Gromer 
at 1100 hours at an altitude of 101000 feet and follow a northeasternly 
track across .the North Sea while climbing to 25,000 feet. The four 1st 
Bomb Division Comb~t Wings were to make landfall between Wesermunde and 
Cuxhaven while the two 3rd Bomb Di vis:Lon Combat Wings were to follow a 
more northerly course, reaching the German·coast at the north bank of the 
.Elb~, preference as to H2X checkpoints being responsible for this separa­
t:i,on during the final stages of tho route to tho target. Bombing runs 
were to be downwind (almost duo south) to lessen the interval during ." 
which the bombers would be subject to gunfh•e from the strong target 
defenses. After a sharp turn to the loft to ele~r the target area, the 
bombers were to inte_rscct the route followed on the penetration and return 
on its reciprocal. The over-water route-, in addition to avoiding anti­
aircraft defenses, also permitted n minimum of fighter escort thus making 
it feasible to assign a majority of the Groups t·: support the forcos which 
w~uld be operating against the tactical targets during the morning. 

d. Tho force assigned to rail b:ridges and airfields in the Tours 
and Paris areas was routed on essentially direct courses south and south ... 
east to the targets, dGparting tho south coast of England at Selsey Bill, 
ShorGham and Littlehampton from 0659-0725 hours and returning along similar 
routes north to Hastings. Bon1>,ing runs wore to be dormwJ.nd (southerly 
headings) to minimize target anti-aircraft fire except for the 2nd Bomb 
Division targets which required an upwind approach to avoid the much greater 
fire.-.power of the Paris defenses. Prescribed bombing altitudes, which 
were to be maintained over enemy t.G:rritory except in tho case ,of 2nd Bomb 
Division, ranged from 20,000 to -~?3;000 feet depending 011 tho grotmd 
defenses in the immediately surro1mding areas. Variations in tho case of 
2nd Bomb Division consisted of a climb to 22,500 feet to cross i:.he French 
coast and descents of 1000 and 2000 foet after the target for the two Combat 
Wings assigned to Bretigny and Bue Airfiolds in order to gain the advan­
tages of the bettor performances at low nltitudes without undue exposure to 
gTOtmd defenses. 

e. The third force scheduled to operate during the morning 
compris~d the 12 unit.s de.tailed against Crossbo1iv targets in tho Pas de 
Calais. Southeasterly· courses from Dungeness and Selsoy Bill to the Initial 
Points were specified, with upvvind, dovr.nsU11 bombing runs on south to north 
axes to facilitate accuracy and thence direct ilvi thdrawnls ei thor on the 
reciprocal of the penetration route or due north to Orfordness. Each Bomb 
Division was allotted a 15-minute period in the tnrgot area, 1045-1100 
for 2nd Bomb Division, 1100-1115 for 1st Bomb Division, 1115-1130 for 3rd 
Bomb Division, to enable the attacks to be carried out with a minimum of 
interference. For such portions of tho routes as wero common to two or more 
units, prescribed formation was Groups or Squadrons in trail at one or two­
minute intervals. With.the exception of two B~l? Groups, all units were 
to fiy at 25,000 feet while over enemy territory. The B•l7 Groups 
detailed against Beaumetz•les-A:tre and Cropiel vmre to maintain altitudes of 
23 1 000 and 2"2,000 feet respectively. 

r. The afternoon operation against Crossbow and electric power 
ins-f<allations was governed by much the same coqsiderations. of direct 
routes, avoidance of ground defenses and common penett·ations and withdrawals 
as far as practicable •. Since there were six addi tio~~l ;}op~~ts as compared 
with the earlier Crossbow mission, thg time contro1 -vvas ·;';q.l\te}i'ed to permit ' f~' .... ·.. \\! \~Ji\j 
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~j ~'i! \; !! ·.··· {!] [(C ~' 
each Bomb Division a 20 rninU:t~ef1.Qai;li;ij ;t;~9ct(l1'get !~~'ea]~ )900-1920 hours 
fo:r 2nd Bo:nb D~vision, 1?20-194? for. 1st B6mb'';'iJivi~i~JJlli~11~~Ji-940 ... 2000 for 
3rd Bomb Division. Bombing altitudes ranged from 2~900 -l~o, 25):-00 feet. 
Routes generally consisted of penetra+.ions from points nn the south coast 
of England and withdrawals either on +,he recip!'ocal s or directly north +.o 
Clac+,on,. depending on the locRtion of the specific target. The 1st 
Bomb Di vision Group assigned to Holque . was 1;6 depart Olac+,on and return 
to the same point as. its target war1 the rnos-t northerly~ 

g. Fourteen Groups from.VIII Fighter Command were detailed to 
gnppnrt the t,hree forces executing the morning opera·'.ion; three Groups were 
to fly second missions in support of he afternoon operHtion. 

(1) Force I (Bremen) required escort for only a short 
span of ·'·,he overr.11 route since it wa.e to penetrate and wi thd:r.aw over the 
North Sea. For that reason three P-38 and •!;iro Pl+ 7 Groups we1"'e di:wmed 
adequate close esco:rt. As the P-3Et' ,~ had considerabl;'T greater range than 
required for +,he overland port:iqn of -:-,he route, the first P-38 Group was to 
r<:indez~ous midway across the North Sea and maintain two Squadrons with the 
lst Bomb Division Combat Wings and one with the 3rd Bomb Divi:1 on Combat 
Wings from the point of i;:,~··parat.ion over Heligoland Bight. As the force 
nea.red +.he coast one. P-47 Group was to join the escort of each Bomb Div:Ls­
ion and a second P~38 .was to meet, the ls+. Bomb Division Combat Wings . 
(leading;) a+. the lni ti al Point, augmen~~.ed; by +.he third p .... 38 Group at the 
target. This arrangement afforded s·ubstantial pro+.oct.ion in the target 
area and during the withdrawal (all Groups would bo'able to remain wit.h 
the bombers vve11 beyond the coast on withdrawal), the enomy's capability 
to make a strong int.ercep·~.ion effort during this period boin{t fully reco­
gnized~ Additional support wns to bo.provided by a P-51 Group (two 
Squadrons) detailed ·':,o sweep the Lunoburg area during the bomber's penotra ... 
tion to disperse enemy fightors approaching from the east. 

(2) Seven Groups, one P-47, o.ie p .. 38 and five P-51, were to 
support Fnrce II forma+,ions against thG rail bridges and airfields. One 
P-51 Group wa~. to provide close oscort for t.ho Saurrrur Combat Wing and one 
for the Tours/La Richo Gomb'at Wing. A third P'-51 Group V\fl'.lS to rover the 
Brotigny and Molun Combat Wings and a. fourth P-51 Group tho Bue and 
Toussus Combat Wings. The p,..3j Group was ass·ignod to the Chartres Combat 
Wing and tho P~L,,.7 Grot1p ·1-.0 thG Chatentudir.n and Orleans Goqbat Wings. All 

· Groups providing closo escor+, w0rc-; to rondezvou.s nith assigned Combat 
Whigs at +,ho French coast and romain until the bombors recrossed the 
coast on wi t.hdrawal.. The~ fifth P"51 Group vvns designated +,o p!"ovide 
general support, undor Typo lC control, in +.ho Dreux aroa. All Groups 

were instructed +.o return to the Paris-.Amierts ... Compiegne area to attack 
road and rail trar:1.sport.e.+,ion targets, endurance pormi tting, after trio 
bombers had cleared enemy territory. 

(3) A single p .. 47 Grou:t; wn.s assigned to pa+.rol the Pas de 
Calais ~ ~ector in support of Force III, attacking Crossbow tn.rgets during the 
rrtor21.i:ng. 

(4) For the aftdrnoon Crossbow operntion two p ... 47 Groups 
wore assignod to patrol sectors :L1 the Pas de G"lniA, 0:1.e 11.11.cl.01~ ·EY.' 
gro1:i.:,1_d con ·~~ol, '."l. tel 0-.1 ·; P-51 Group was -00 srteeµ \J1e Beauvais ~rea south 
of <:,ho targets unde:r Type 16 ground control. · 

(Refer to Overall Plan in "Routos 11 Annox for details of bomber routes, 
timings al'ld fighter rer!dezvous points or pa~-.rol areas). 

3 • ~ClYLlQll.t. 

a. Operation 438 .. Forco J:. 

(1) Targets Bombed. 



(2) 

(a) 

(b) 

Deutsche Va,z~1W:.91 A.G., Brt:.mon, Germany (overcast 
technique) .~;;f {j r,.···' .... ·. /~ 
Targot.s of ·~'-' '·'' : ii'-·t~n:i;1ty i~cf{~dfii.·g; WQP.G'.rmunde, Germany_ 

W;~; &<.. . i . '·, ' . . ,'',' /'~~j~~ 
Take-off and assen1JJ13r. ""' ~.j --·' ': !'/ 

,:,· .. .11 

(a) Four B ... 17 Combat Wings from lst Bomb Div~i'Sion and 
two B-17 Combat Wings from .3rd Bomb Di vision composod this force detailed 
to a 1-·tack the Deutsche Vacuum oil re!'.'inery either visually or, the 
efficiency of H2X equipment permitting, by ovorcnst technique. One or more 
H2X Pathfinder aircraft wero assignod to orteh Group. Combp.t Wings woro 
ordored to fly in trail at threo•minu+,o in+.ervr'.lS w:it.h t,ho 1st Bomb 
Division Combat Wings lending. 

(b) TherG -vvere 331B-17 1 s airborne, 217 from 1st Bomb 
Division ri.nd 114 from 3rd Bomb Division. Assomblios wore complotod without 
incident. Tho 1st Bomb Di vision Comba+. Wings worn ono t.o thrr.Y~ minutos 
early departing tho English coast at. Cromer whi1o 3rd Bomb Division Comb8.t 
Wings wero 0•:1 schedule. 

(a) The first pnr"ti of tho course across ·1:.ho North 
See. was flovm according to plan n:UJ1 Combat Winss climbing to attain ' 
25,000 feet before reaching thn German co~1st. Tho low cloud gradually 
increaS()d to 9-10/10 ovorcast. 1st Bomb Diyis:Lo:n Combat Wings, flying 
at a great.or ground, speed thnn an·!-.icipa+.<xl,, purposely executed a d.og .. lcg 
north of the briofocl route midway across +,he North Son in order to con-

, form to briefod landfall nnd target '.J .. mus. 'i'he mnnouvor wn.s successful . 
and at tho Initial Point tho four Co1i-ibnt. li'Tinr-r.s rvero vrLthin two minutes of 
schedulo. The two 3rd Di vision Combat Vfo1gs ·- ~.lso followed n rnoro northerly 
course thf~n briefed. En route Pa+.hfiEdcr equip·'1cmt in tho load Group bocfl,me 
inopora+.i vo and tho Corabat Wing lec.der rosorted to a J6o0 turn +.o fall in 
behind the second Combat Wing ii1. order to bomh on itG Pathfinder markor. 
On this maneuver contnct with the second Combat Wing was '1.of_rt and con­
sidorablo do1ay on.sued.. Faced with tho proGpoct of arriving ovGr Brnmen 
approxima-1~ely 30 minu·tes lnte, tho 1.f3nder of thn low G-roup which h2.d 

· opera ti vo Pathfindors wns inGtructod to take oyor and nttack Wesermunde 
as an opportunity targot. '1110 second Combat Wing vrhich had p:r.oceoded on 
towards tho mouth of the Elbo also oxoc1xLed n. 360° turn to consume a fow 
minutes which had been gainbd during the over-water flight nnd -~-.o close up 
its formation. . It reached tho b;riefod Initial Fohrt scvoral minutes behind 
schedule. 

(b) Tho first P-38 Group joined +..ho 1st Bomb Division 
Combat Wings 30 ... 40 mi1os off tho on.omy coast, the bombers having roached 
tho assigned rondezvous poin · ahend of +.ho designa-\cd -·.J.mo. The 3rd Bomb 
Division Co1ribat Wings flying to tb.e north wore not contactod~ Beforo lnnd.­
fr>_ll one :p .... 47 Group o:ffec'.od rondozvmw ·with -1:.he 1st Bomb Division for..-­
mation according to plan and m1o+.her conto.c-God tho second Combat W.:Lng of 
the 3rd Bomb Division. .A second P-38 Group augnented tho 1st B'omb Division 
escort at the Initial Point ns briofud. 

( c) No en~omy aircrnf+. wore sight.eel during tho pGno­
tration and no aoourate anti-aircrn.ft fire was orwom1.!-.orod. 

(4) Target area. 

\ ' 

( si) .!m 1.mdorcast of 9-10/10 low cloud corn.polled attack 
by Path.finder mothods • 1l1ho four 1st Bomb Di vision Combat Wings and one 
of 'he tvvo 3rd Bomb Division Com>in.t Wings attacked tho Bremen oil refinery 
and the remaining 3rd Bomb Division Oor!1bo:t Wing roloasod on the Path""indel:' 
aircraft of ·!·,ho low Group at Wosermundo. Two 1st Bomb Division Groups 
also ·dropped on Pathfinder aircraft of ,o);,};\'e:i{, uni ts due to mnlfu::..r1c+~ioning 
of H2X equipment in their lEmd aircrD.p t'~·~~-,\ ]\~9.\, 1st Bomb Division Combat 
Wings were within two min1.1tos of schodu~P~ci./t<.itl10 over target whilo tho 3rd 
Bomb Dbfision Combat Wing at.taoking tho \p'T'finary target vms eight minutes 
la to tt .in·l-;itudes vmre subs'taht;1alJ.-Y; .as briefod G:x:cept ono high Group in· a 
1st Bomb Di vision Gqnil~l~t W:big, 1~@;icli bombod rrt 27, lOO feet, 1100 foot higher 
than briefed. i··; 



(b) A total of 31'7 B·l?'s attacked with 786.5 tons HE. 
Strike photogra1Jl1s vv--ere almost totclly oban11red but gro1111d detail vvas · .. ·· 
visible at a few points and it was estimatod that at least part of the 
bombfall was within the built-up ti. ~~0;q-;:._Q~ J?o.th Bremen and Wesermunde. 
Reconnaissanco photographs confirm -';l-!f.hetostimaq~~o -and :revealed considerable 

damage in the industr~al d ock a: - ? il'. N~p_h_i . c·. ,:tt ... 1y: .. •. :·_ .... ·Th_·_· .. · . 0. ··.·. ro_,:i_--~~_9i_.·r_ r_._D· .. p;,;:··.; .. ~. umrn­
aries are based upon interpretation o.~r~d.XJ.1HfP·p1q.si.~p~·~ PhcJt,og:,raph;~•) . 

.... '.;;j' <,.:j,) hi/.! :._' _:; __ ··· 5;; hi· 
;"'.~- Bre7nen ( 25'7 B-17 f s dropped 642. 9 tons HE) .... There- 1~'or1e. ''s:elMJlered 

items of business/residential damage throughout the city but 
t.ho weight of the attack ·wns confined to the dock aron 
between the Seehausen and Oslebshausen (sito of the oil re­
finery) districts with the concentration extoY~ding south into 
open areas across the Weser river. The oil refinery es.caped 
da.:;::iage fil though -i:-.ho majority of bursts wore within a mile of 
tho trtrget, . and the nort.hwes~-.ern part of the dense bomb 
pattern extended to vri thin n few hux1dred feet of the oil 

. storage tanks. The Jtmkers aircraft. plant (Weser F1ugzeugbau 
G.m.b.h.) 1 throe-quarters of a mile east of .L.ho oil refinery, 
sustained damage to 12 of .the lli, mni:n buildings, four being 
partially des+:.royod or sevoroly damaged. 1:1ho ontire pleJ1_t of 
ono small industry was nlmo[:it completely destroyed and +-.hero 
vfas damage tq throe buildings in "·.he Deschimag Shipyard, the 
Nordeutscho Hur-be Steo1work.s and Cok:o Oven Plant o..nd severnl 
smaller industrial plants. One small co..rgo vessol and a 
barge received severe dnmage, and trackage in rnilrond sidings 
adjoining the docks was torn up by sevoral direct hits. 

\ 

Wo.ermunde (Target of opportlmity attncked by 53 B•l?'s with 127 .• 5 
tons .HE) - Damage was concontrn.-:·,0d in tho eastern part of the 
dock area 4nd included nine shop-typo buildings in '·ho See• 
beck Shipyard, the Fischorni Hafen railroad station and 
several warehouses and r:ihops. In this area and to the south 
thet·e wore scattered ir,c:Ldents of damage to roadways and 
business/residential property. 

(See· "·Bombing" .Anno:x: for roconnaissance photographs.) 

( c) In addition t.o thu fight or Grou:;JS already oscorting 
the bombers, o. ·\hird p,.33 Group rendezvoused as planned with +,he 1st Bomb 
Division Combat, Wings at. the target nnd one P-51 Group, after sweeping the 
Luneburg area tmeventfully, 1 provided to.rgc~t aren support for 20 rtdnutos 
and withdrew with the 3rd Bomb Division Combat Wings. 

(d) One 1st Bomb Division Group roportGd a single, 
ineffective pass by a black Me-110 in an apparently chnnco cmcotm-'Gered a 
fev/ minutes after bombs away.. This proved to bo tho only enemy aircraft 
sighted b3t either bombers or supporting fighters throughout the mission. 
Anti ... aircraft fire at Bromen was moderate to intense of varying accu:racy 
and at Weserrrrrmde was mcagm"' . nnd inaccurate 1 tho bursts being considerably 
below the formation. 

(5) Withdrawal. 

(a) RotuL"n courses varied little from the briofed route 
al though there vVGre slight deviations north of course~ Landfall was made 
in the vicinity of Cromer, one to seven ninutes ahoad of schedule for 1st 
Bomb Division Combat Wings and 15 to 17 minutes· 1<J.te for 3rd Bomb Di viSion 
Comabt Wings. 

(b) The six oscortii1g fighter Groups all maintained 
their protection as far as the enemy cqµst nnd most of tho Groups romained 
with the bombors a considerable disj:.ox1>c.~,,ovGr the North s~a, one P"".38 Group 
to within 100 miles of the English .6o'ns:\};;J One p.,,,,4? Group returned inland · 
after covering the bombers to the G(n~r4;J<11'""coast and swept south through the 
Munster and Hamm areas, oarrying .. 9.n-8" strafing attacks against an airfield 
and rail transport, .,,, 

·6re 



( c) Anti ... ai~~~t3{,~t; def,oT!.SQp )Y.?:re in act,ion at 
Cuxhuven, Bromerhav0n, Heligolm' · · J. ... sdfferal oT};tff8, F;risip.rL,,A,s,J._ands 
but, as was the case durincs the Jt-,;i;d;;.bn;. ··thEJ·,hombors ·v 1/di~~~· i$'irfficiontly 
close to the briefed track .M<~~ft§1\t~.Q$•.'. ·. ., . : !ii 

~.. \LJ.,:'1 h;~j Ji.~ t' ·, ·' ;'.~;J 
l:;;,,j;J)' 

(6) Fighter Support. 

(a) Othor than tho lo.to rendezvous by -:·,ho first 
schedlLlod P-JS Group, which did not affect the strength of tho e:-::icort over 
German te1·ri tocy, fighter support vvns rondorod according to plon by ·!Jiroo 
P-38 Groups, two P-47 Groups and ono P-51 Group. Thoro woro 271 f:i.ghtors 
airborne and 260 flow sorties, 145 P-38:'s, 84 P•Li-7's and 31 P-5its. 

(b) Strafing attacks ngo.i">.St an nir:f'iold and rail 
transport wore carriod out by one P-47 GToup .a.ftor cr::cort:l.ng to the coast 
on withdrawal. Claims included two parkod aircro.ft nnd nino J.ocomotivcs 
destroyed. 

(7) Losses. Battlo D.~r·-nn,go and C'laims. 

(a) Ono B .... 17 wns 1 t;?st, shot dmm by f:.ho ·Bremen gr01md 
def on.sos. Ono B ... 17 sustained Category 11E" ( salvngc) cbmago in· n tako ... off 
collision. Category "J'.." combat do.mo.go was 'sust.ai~ied by 70 B-17 1 s and 
Category nActt damo.ge by 23, in all but two instn;·woE1 duo to anti-aircraft 
fire. Thero "Fi!oro no clnirns .0 .ga1nst mrnmy o,ircraft. 

(b) Nono 'of tb.G supporting fight.ors failed to retilrn. 
Three P-Jf'.;J s ruceived limited danago. Claims agninst cncw1y aircraft wore 
conf:Lnod to tho two aircraft dept:coyod on tho ground by +Jio p ... 4 7 Group. 

· bo Operation 438 - Foreo II• 

(1) Ta:rgots Born.bod. 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(d) 
(o) 
(f) 

(g) 

Ha:Llrond Bridge, Snuht:.:v 9 Frrn1co. 
Ra;ilroad Bridge, Tours/Lo. Richo, France. 
Airfield, Toussu.s-lo lfoblo; 'J?ranco ( ovoroast 
technique). 
]1irfiold, Or1or..::~:.s/Briey, :B'lranco. 
.Airfield, CJ:12,tonud1m, Frrinco. _ 
Landing strip, Foret do Bourso near Essay, Frtmce, 
'Secondnry targot. . 
Tnrgets of opportunity, including Conches Airfield. 

(2) IJarrati vo. 

(a) Force II comprised sopar>o.tc formations from oach 
Bomb Division. Tviro B ... 17 Oombc.t YVings werG schedrilod frolp 1st Bomb Div­
~sion1 one onch against tho rrdl bridgos a+: Saumur rmd Tours/Ln Riche• 
Thoy were ordered to fly in trail at, an eight-rn5.nuto interval dlU•ing the 
penetration, thus permitting a dosed-up wi thdraYipJ_. Four B-2~, Combat 
Wings from 2nd Bomb Division, to fly in trail at five-minute intorvals in 
view of their large size, wore ru~signed one each t.o the airfiolds at 
Melun, Brotigny, Bue o..nd Toussus le :noble. J£ach of the four Combat Wings 
wore assignod t,~o H2X Pathfinder aircraft as no.·:dgt .. tional. o.ids. Thrao 

\ 

B ... 24 Combat Wings from 3rd Borab Di vision, to fly in trnil at three ... m_i.nute 
intervoJ..s, were detdlod one each against the n:LrfioldrJ at Orloans/Bricy, 
Ohateaudu.n and Chartres. 

(b) Four hundred 'Gighty..i.threebombers were airborne, 
74. B .. 17ts from 1st Bomb Division,, 268 B-24 1s from 2nd Bomb Division and 
11~1 B-24. ts from 3rd Bomb Di vision. Assemblies woro accomplishod without 
difficulty and dopo.rture fror1 the soutb coast of England ·was at. nearly 
schedulod times except for the 2nd Bomb Division Cor:1bat Wine; assigned to Bu.c 
Airfield which vms eight minutes late. The \fI~:24 Coo bat Wing detailod 
against Melun. Airfield .fle.w directly to 1~1{e>.-hP;p~ot from the Franch coast 
instead of following tho more souther~y c9.~:J;e>·•·2to the briefed Ini ticJ.. 
Point. 0-ths>rwiso scheduled routes w?ro ,ad:PJ.ored to on both penetration and 
withdro.Hal except for lmits vvpich':.±:9}~rli1""'primary targets· cloud obscured and 
attacked sqcondnry opportu»b\\~~~tnrgets. 

. ·tJ;;:~i;l. 'l~t \i.-
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( c) Tho five ''!n'Os·t:~··fic5tth~_rt~~.\t~3fget·bF1~1o;~~'.f overcast and 

the only one attac~ed was Toussus Airfield where-·--t-J:ie:g tvv.'oi.:·2q_~14:lrons of the 
lead Group, by order of thG Command Pilot, released on H2X Pathfinder 
indications and the two Squadrons of tho following Group dropped on the 
leader, The romaindor of the 2nd Bomb Division units sought opportunity 
targets, seven Squadrons attacking Conches .l\irfield, one Squadron attack• 
ing Dreux A.i~field, one Squadron attacking the Pont Audcmer port area and 
nine Squo.drons returning with their bombs. The 3rd Bomb Division Cor.1bat 
Wing assigned to Chartres Airfield bombod' its secondary target, the 
Foret de Bou!'se landing strip near Essay. The ,3rd Division Combat Wings 
scheduled c.gainst tho Chatea.udun and Orleans/Bricy Airfields o.nd the 1st 
Bomb Division Comba~ Wings ngainst the Saumur and Tours/ta Riche rail 
bridges dr1d all 'attacked primc.'l.ry ta:rgets, encmmtering only the predicted 
small amow1ts of 19w cloud vvhich did.not interfer with sighting 9 Ono Group 
in the Chateaudun Combat Wing was compollod to drop on the rolease of the 
immediately procoding Group because tho J.oader and the deputy lender 
had returned early and the number throe aircraft wns not oqt'ippod with a 
bombsight. fill units attacking primary tnrgets were within three minutes 
of schedule and, except for two Squadrons ago.inst Toussus which were 
1000 feet higher than briefed, procribod bombing altitudes were maintained. 

(d) . A total of 334 nircraft attacked with 811.5 tons 
HE, including 31 aircraft w:l, th 77 .5 tons ngainr::rt a secondary target and 97 
aircraft ;d th 232.9 tons against opporfami ty targets. 'rhe following 
damage summaries nre based upon interpretation of strike and reconnaissance 
photographs: 

Saumur Railway Bridge (38 B·l?'s dl"opped 89.5 tons HE) ... .Alt.hough 
there was a pattern of o..t least 95 craters J.n the lnnd 
traversed by the northern part of the bridge, there was 
only one direct hit. It caused a 20-foot hole in the track 
bed bnt apparently did not muf.fect the bridge structure 
itself-. 

Tours/La Riche Railway Bridge ( 36 B.-17' s droppod 108 tons HE) ... , Tvvo 
concentrations covered ·the general target area, oxtonding 
from the rail junction south of +,ho targot to the 'northern 
approaches. The bridge received three direct hits which 
tore out pot•+ions of the structure, cut the east track in 
each instance, scattered dobrls over both tracks and 
possibly cut the vrest trnck at one point. The bridge was 
believed to have boon ronderod unserviceable. Tracks 
along the northern appronches wero severed by tvm bursts · 
anc1 both appronchos to tho junct.ion to tho south were torn 
up by fonr direct hi ts• 1~ small road bridge immedintely 
west of the target was oJ.s o dnmnged nt its west~rn end• 

Toussus le Noble Airfield (46 B-24,t s dropped 107.8 tons HE) • 
Strike photographs wore cloud obscured nnd reconnaissance 
photographs revealed no '-\omb pattern within tho target area 
c:Uthough two parked nircro.ft appeared to be damaged, one· 
severely, and there was evidence of slight dnmago to a small 
factory building• There was s group of craters immediately 
beyond the eastern end of the nirfield. , 

Orlenns/Bricy .Airfield (4L.~ B-24 1 s including one aircraft attacldng 
as an opportunity target, dropped 87 tons HE) • The 
bombfall was concentrated in the center of tho landing grmmd 
with scattered bursts elsewhere within the target area. In 
addition to the extensive crat0ring ·or the ± .. ield and runwars, 
two small buildings wE'.re dmao.ged in the north fuellin_garea. 



(i ...• !) r* J P'j ·~~~ .. 61 Er n G111 fr~ 
Chateaudun Airfield (43'1 ~2~!-:s!·:,(lfoppe{cl\ll:L~:21.l't,b11$· #E) - The 

largest concentrntion eov0]r the";o©nt&kt'.:·<Pf 'Jhe landing 
grotmd but other groupings were obtnine'd'"In the southeast 
hangar and d:tspersal nroa, ond both the nortl}. nnd south 
hangar areas.· One smo.11 and onB large hangnr to the south 
,were damaged, the latter still smoking several hours after 
the attack, and three previously damaged hnngo.rs to tho east 
sUffered further dostruction. Ther~ wore app1"'oxim.:-1toly 
160 bursts on the lnnding grotmd vtl th 40 r1mvmys and tmd 
tracks. 

Socondo.ry .. 
Forot de Bourse L.'."nding Ground (31 B-24' s dropped 77. 5 tons HE) • 

The landing strip was blanketed by some 240 hursts of which 
at least 50% were directly across probable take-off and 
lnnding pnths in the center and western portions of ~-.he 
field. Other bombs fell in \.llJ'oods ·west of tho field into 
which tracl<'.s from thEJ strip woro lending. 

Conch es l.irfiold ( Tnrget nfOpi)ortuni ty ,.. 77 B·2L~' s dropped 182 • 7 
tons HE) .... Except for tho northwostorn po.rt of the target 
area, the Eirfie1d, instnllations nnd dispersnl nreas were 
blanko+.od by at least 550 bursts. Direct hits wore obtnined 
on tvvo barracks, fi vo nircrnft t3hel tors nnd the fuel storos 
vthllo nonr misses dnmuged six burrn.cks nnd three shelters. 
Runways ·were cratored by 11.0 to 45 bursts. 

Pont Audenor ( 1rarget of Opportunity - 11 B-24, ts dropped 28.6 tons 
HE) .. Tho woicht of ->.Jrn attr:rnk fell northwost of the port 
area in opon fiolds. Ono probnble direct hit. was obtained 
on o. workshop or. stor?fJ buildin.0. 

Dreux i'd~fiold (Target of Opportu:ni ty -. g B-24' s dropped 19 .2 tons 
HE) -· The bomb.foll wns well fWtr:-.h of +,ho Ltirfield nnd caused 
no dnmage. 

( e).. The P.-51 Group dotailod to support the Saumu.r 
Combat Wirig \'\J'as late and did not effoct rsndozvous until the vicinity of tho 
target. The P-/}?Groun the p ... 33 Group and tie ·[f·'rea «:~her p.,,.51 Gttups nmi.;~ried es c 1 ose 
escort to the ot}for bomber formntions fu.t>nh~hed cover as planned from tho 
French coast on penetration until it. Yvo,s recrossod on withdrawal. The 
additional P-51 Gro11p ordorod to po.trol the Drou:x area undor ground control 
executed an uneventful 105-:"ninuto swoop of the assigned area. Upon 
completion o:E' bomber support roquircnonts, all bu-~·. the· P-4.7 Group carried 
out strafing attncks according to plan oxcopt that low cloud in two 
instances neces.sitated leaving nssignod strafing nroas nnd proceeding 
westerl,;· to tho Le Mo.ns-Chartros soctor.. Road rn1d ro.il transport n.s rmll 
as Mo-109' s, dispersec1 nrotmd a .grass airfield woro targets r~.n.d specific 
claims included four Mo ... 109's, four loconotives and a rail tn:nk car des• 
troyed and two Mo .. 109 1 s, five locomotives, two rn .. i.litary vehicles ru'ld 117 
items of rolling stock danm.god:i Thero 1.-rere 300 f:ightors airborne o.nd 
sorties were flmm by 288, 207 P-51 1s, 4,E5 P .. J8's and 33 p ... ':-7's. 

(f) No enemy aircre.ft .vrerc:; cmc01mt.Gred by bombers or 
fighters. lmti-ni:rcraft defenses wore l'eported ns. meager and accttrato 
at Tours and Sawmir, modernte cmd fo.irly nccuratEJ nt. Toussu(s, Orleans, 
Conches and Dreux 011d inaccurate at otho:r targets. En route monger to 
f'.loderate, gonerally inaccurate gtmfire was encmm.tered from Neufchatel, 
Illiors Airfield, Evreux, Laigle n.nd Dieppe. 

(g) One B-17 ox1.d three B-2L:. ts were lost to anti­
nircraft fire. 'I\rm additional B-24's sustained Category "E" (salvage) 
,damage. The 1st. and 3rd Bomb Division roportod 51 J.nsta.nces m~ Category 

11A11 damage and 7 instances of Co.tego~y "AC 11 damnge. The 2nd Bonb 
m.vision. did not report combat da~·nago for the three missions of the day sop• 
aratoly but of the 25 aircraft ·reportod for. \th9 onti:re day, it is in.dicated 
that about one•hnlf of the incidents wore . .5,J'.lCl~}:·od during this phase v:rith 
anti-aircraft fire responsible. TherE:1 werci;::.J'.10., bomber claims ngo1nst 
enemy aircraft. One p.,.3g was shot down by<~t1f1t1'9aircrnft fire c::md one P-51 
received minor damage. Figh'bo:r c:t.aims EigoYnst enemy aircraft "wero fot~ 
dostroyod and two damag~d'' on the .gr6w1ci'. 

~(~?ii \; \ \ 
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c. Operation 438 
\ 

(1) Targets Bombod. 

(a) Rouen Industrial 1-JXoo. ~ To.rget of opportu.ni ty. 

(2) Narrative. 

(a) Twelve 12-aircrnft units, four B-17 Groups from 
1st Bomb Division, five B-24 Squadrons from 2nd Bomb Division and three B-17 
Groups from 3rc1 Bomb Division, were detailed to attack visually 12 Crossbovv 
sites in the Pns de Calais. Re.fer to Paragraph 2 b. (Plnnning) for detailed 
list of tnrget assignments, Groups or Squndrons were instructed to fly in 
trail o.t one or two-minuto intervals. 

(b) One htmdrod forty-five bo111bers wore nirborne, 
48 B""l7's from 1st Bomb Division, 60 B·24's fron 2nd Bomb Division r.nd 
37 B-17' s from 3rd Bomb Di vision. JU'ter norr.1vJ.. nsseo.blies all u11its 
followed briefed routes to tho Fror1ch coo.st. A complete tmdercast covered 
the Pas de Cnlais and severol m1i ts olected to tlirn back nlorig the pene­
tration route. Others continued ns plrurn.od but wore unnblo to nttnck, and, 
o.fter circling the area in unsuccessful attenpts to fin.cl a bronk in tho 
clouds, o.11 but on0 unit withdrew alone: briefed vd thdrm-vnl courses and 
returnod without bombing. One 3rd Bomb Division B-1? Group flow fnr south 
of course in an attampt to loc"~to a suit.able opportvn.i ty tnrget and 
eventually relonsed througn 6/10 cloud on. the Rauen industrial area, 
thereafter withdrr\wing directly north. 

( c) Twelve nircro.ft nt-:·,ncked tho Rouen i:ndustrinl 
area ELS an opporhmi ty target, dropping 30 tons HE. The bombfall wns 
several miles short, fnlling in opcm areas o.nd oxr·,ending through tho village 
of' Grnnd Couronno1 fotl!' miles southeast of Rouen. 

(d) One P-L~? Group accorded planned area support 
sweeping the Pas de Calais ti.nd mrt.endinc: its pntrol tio Paris, St. Omer 
and Evreux durinc; the period 1022-1200 hours. rJ~hirty-sh: P-47 1 s Yvoro 

airborne and 35 completed tho mission. 

(e) There vms no cnomy aircraft opposition. Tiloager 
to moderate, o..ccurato ar~ti-aircraft firo wns encountered at Calais and 
Rouen. 

(f) One B-17 from tho Group which attacked Rouen vms 
lost to anti-aircraft fire, There vrnro throe cases of Category ifJ.. 11 

do.mo.go and one of Cntegory "ACn all cnusod by anti ... nircrnft fire. Tho 
supporting P-47' s sustnine'~ no lossos but ono P-47 received limited bnttle 
damage. Thero "Fvere no clnims ago.inst onorny aircraft.. 

(1) Targets Bombed. 

(a) Holque Switching S-tation. 
(b) Crepy Lmmching Site. 
( c) Bnchimont LmFJ.ching Site. 
(d) Belloy .. sur-Sorn.me Lnunching Sito. 
(o) Fressin Launching Site. 
(f) Gauche d r Ecques Lo.m1chi:ng Sito. 
(g) Bello Croix Latmchine; Site. 
(h) Tingry Switching nnd Trans.former StoJ,ion •. 
(i) Abbeville Svritchbg nnd T:rnnsformer Station. 
(j) Pont o.. V endin Switching and Trnnsformor Stntion. 
(k) La Vaupa1iqr1q;.Switching and .Trnnsformer Station. 
(1) Beaumetz .los.<'~~re Launching Site• 
(m) Targets· o:t\,oj_5P,;8rt1.mity, including St. Pol 

Mo.rsfiallip.,t?:/·~:Ynrds. 
' . '. ·, \ ., ' ~J' 
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) lfarrat~VG ~! :i\l ~,~1Ltn1 tL;H'J H if'.~ ~~n . 
(a) Eightom~JM.J.I"C!rnft1;..::.:tm:~s, Bfl'NJE::fl&..ll~) Groups from 

1st Bomb Division, ton B-24 Squndrons from 2nd Bomb Division nnd three 
D·24 Squadrons from 3rd Bomb Division wore sehodulod t,o nttnck 18 la1IDch-· 
ing sites nnd power stations in the Pas dG Calo.is area. The 2nd Bomb 
Di vision uni ts we:re to fly crb one•r~inute intervals and 1st and .3rd Bomb 

'Division units o.t two or ·i:,hree-minute intervals for the portions of the 
penetration nnd withdra.vml routed common to two or more units. 

( b) There wero 22E~ bombers airborne, 61 B-1 7' s from 
1st Bomb Division, 129 B-24 1s from 2nd Bomb Divir:~ion n:nd 38 B ... 17 1s from 
3rd Bomb Division. Such nssomblies ns wore required wor0 o.ccomplishod 
without diffj_cul ty and all uni ts departed the '.English coast close ·r,o the 
scheduled timos~ Several 2pd Bomb Division Sqund'.rons new f3eve:rnl mi1es 
north of course before correc+iing at tho Initial Point,. The remaindor 
of tho units followod briefed ponetrntion routes closely. Withdrawal 
t~ucks also adherod to the scheduled routes except for minor deviations 
to avoid a.nti-o.ircraft fire or, in the.c~se of two Groups, to ntt.o.ck 
opportunity tnrgct-,s. Manottvoring in the targot areas rosulted, in several 
Groups returning to Englnnd tJ.S much ns 30 minutes behind schedule. 'I'he 
target aroo..wns dear and 12 of the lf5 Groups and Squo.clrons attacked as 
planned. Units nssignod to Fleury, Haute Cote, Fiefs, Mn'.6ingarbe, 
Crepieul and Blanc Pignon Ferme were unable ·t~.o identif:.:r their targets 
and did not attn.ck. Tho Group nssignod t.o Fleury subsoquently attacked 
the s-e. Pol El.rtrshalling ynrds ox1d +.ho cno deto.iled against Blanc Pignon 
FermG attackod rm i.midcmtified probable Crossbow installation at 
503QN .... Q205E. The remaining f011i_-- uni ts ruturnod ·without bombing• Pre­
scribed al ti tudos wore nmintainod nnd r~ttn.ck timGS wero in most insto.nces 
within tho 20-minu->.e period aJ.lottod o each Bomb Division. 

(c) A. totnl of 163 aircraft attacked with 418.8 tons 
HE. Strike and roconfi.aissance photographs indicnto the following results: 

Ho1que (13 B-17 1 s dropped 39 tons HE) - There were at least 
nine bursts withiD tho targfft area aF.hough tho weight 
of the bombfall lay inmediatloy to tho wost in opon 
fields. A near miss damngod the trnn:sformor building 
c:md yard. A direct hit partiall; wrockod a building 
just outside the o.rc:;n and others cut the ndjacent road• 
vmy. and railroad at .:h:nreral points. 

Tingry (12 n ... 21~' s dropped 31 91 tons HE) .... L. concentration of 
at lonst 150 burf.rts wo.s contorod on tho t rget n,rea. 
Tho int1-.icncy of struc+,uro of the insto.llo.tions mndo. 
exact o.ssossmont of +.he sovoro dmmge difficult but 
direct hi t.s upon tho east nnd west edges of tho bunk 
of i.mhousod equipment 2nd 50~;{, destruction of an L•shaped 
building wore evident and at least 1'.) craters wore 
counted within a 50~yard radius. 

Abbeville (14 B..-241$ dropped 36,4 ton~ HE) • The target was 
not hit,_ the bombs falling in open fields to the west, 

·Pont a Vendin (12 B.-24' s dropped 36 t,ns HE) .- The target 
was not damaged, tbe bombfall being several hundred 
yards to the west·il'.l open fields. 
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( 13 B-~~ fti~q.1. 1 3~1. 5 .·· t;ons·Jf~) ,-,:.:llh~ ;:c'o)ncentration · 
~as app:rorima. ~j:~L~~~ tmfu1~~2~~ ?J1~he1~~}·~ ?,f',;14-,he tar' get 

La. Vaupaliere 

in an 1ndustr1al area. At ler-tst: thri3e<L•arge and 19 
Small buildings werG af.f ected and there Was a direct 
hit on the Rouen-Dieppe railroad line\. · 

CDca sb<'w _Jn§ t.a1lSl tig.n~ 

Category 11A11 ~r Concentrations of bursts within target are with 
dir6ct hits upon one or more important buildings. 

Belle Croix (12 B .... 24 1s dropped 30.7 tons HE) 

Category "B" - Bursts within target area with h1 +s :hear enough to 
important buildings to ca.use damage or direct hits on less impor­
tant bui_ldings. 

* Beachimont (11 B•l 71 s dropped 21~.s tons HE) 

Category 11 c1t - Bursts within target area but no serious damage to 
installations. 

Fressin (9 B~24's dropped 23,6 tons HE) 

Category "D - No bursts with,in target area. 

Orepy (12 B-17' s cl.rapped 26 tons HE) 

*Possible Category "A". 

Cate:; gory nnn · .... No bursts within ·target area. 

Belloy (9 B-17's dropped 20 tons HE) 
Gaucho d 1 1!:cques (10 }3,..24' s dro:~)ped 21~ tons HE) 
Beaumotz (12 B-17' ;1 dropped 33. 7 tons HE) 

St. Pol Marshalling Yards (12 B-17 ts dropped 27 +,omi HE) .. The 
'pattern covered the center of St, Pol and the railroad lines 
loading to the chokepoint. There we:rn alt least fi vo direct 
hits on the rail lines and many buildings in tho busine.ss/ 
residential area were affoctod. Severo damage inflicted 
upon the marshalling yards :Ln a pre ·vious attack had not been 
ropaired, , 

Installation at 50JON-0205E (12 B-17's dropped 30 tons HE) ... Tho 
unidentified i:nsta11ation9 which appeared to be a small 
launching pla+.form, was blrmkc/:.ocl by a tight cluster of 
bursts • 

.(d) Fighter support according t.o plan wa~3 provided by one 
P-51 Group which swept the Beauvais aroa under ~ound. control and by two 
P-~.7 Groups which po.trolled t,he Pas do Calais, one w1dGr ground patrol. 
Both P-47 Groups condir~cJ.~d strafing att.ncks against rail transport and 
airfield t.argots after the bombers had Y1i thdrawn. Ono of tho f-4 7 Groups 
also dropped one:; 500 lb;· HE and ono 500 lb. Incendiary Bomb ori Mon-tr1idier 
airfield with poor results. Strafing claims included one-twin-engine 
onomy aircraft, ono locomotive and one; truck destroyed and 10 freight cars 
and ono truck dnmo.ged. Th0re ~ioro 121_. f:~{g];iters airborno and llg sorties 
flown, 69 by P-47' s and 49 by p .... 51 t~~e;_ '"\).",\' 

(e) There wns"-rio enomyaii'.-craft opposition. Monger to 
moderato, fairly accurat.$ _ ni~9raft fir(0 1JVaS reportocl from m(>St targets 
assigned to. the lst,.o.n¢t 2pd B6mh:-D:ivisions. Ant:i.-aircraft defenses were 
also in o.ction at;2~~e~oii~l· ot,f[et- points in tho Po.s de Calnis, but wero 
generally in~~~\ti,, ·· ' · 
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. . (f) _ Nono of~,:::tLi~:\~Jb~m~~}s /~~~ev~~~~P;~\, ''\?·>~f the 1st Bomb Div-
ision force, four B-l?t s. r- , ~~.~t(9':ri~Jo:s~1~rV\~\'A.1i>.:~~~~·~U1f1&.tr~? Cat..eg?ry 11 AG" 
damage _, all from ~n~i7a1rcra_~l\1.zw~~,;31 &~'ill ~-~nnJ;f~ef'Yfi~:~~e~ r~re. available 
for the 2nd Bomb Division force, but. approx+:ma±re]Jrj O¥}pti,hP!W~i of t_he total 
of 25 cases rE3ported for the entire dayt s operations a~" ~tri buted to -
this force. The .3rd Bomb Division force sustained no damage. None of 
the supporting fighters.are missing. Three P-47's received limited 
combat damage._ Claims ar,ainst enemy o.i:rcraft were one destroyed on the 
ground. 

For the Commanding General : 

r-:~-

·. · 1·\ 

ti~J (J .rtx.>t ,r Jr :~ J -·:· l~1 

WALTF.R E.· TODD,.)/ f_'\. 
Brigo.die~- Gonc~D.11 P'SA 
Dep. O/S :~6r Operations· 
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BOMBING DATA -~....-.....,,...,_ ___ _ 
Operation No~ 438 
24 J~e, 1944 

DIRECT. LENGTH TIME OF NUMBER OF DROPPED 
GROUP OF RUN OF RUN ALTITUDE RELEASE AFCE MANUAL BOMBS RANGE ON lDRo 

lST BOMB DIVISION 

Bremen 

92A 182 4 Min. 25}1100 1252 x 

92B 210 4 Hin. 23,600 1254 x 
92 ... 306* 192 5 r.Iin~ 26,100 1253 x 

3064. 204 6 Min. 25., 700 1256 x 
.306B 295 6 Hin., 24,100 1256 x 

305 198 7 I'Jin. 26,-000 1250' x 

303A 204·' 7 M:tn. 24,000 1300 x 
J0.3B 2ll 7 Min. 25,100 1302 X· 

384A 209 7 Min. 27,100 1301 .X 

379A** 205 ;1305 x 

379B 196 $ Bin. 25,050 13C5 x 

384B 221 4 Min. 26,098 :L.301 x 

* Dropped on markers of 92.A Group - PFF inoperattve. 

*~r Dropped on mctrker~ of 379A Group - PFF ipope~ative. 

3BD BOMB DIVISION 

Bremen 

452 
Comp .. 188 11 Min. 25,050 1223 -.;r 

./.'/.: 

390 190 11 Min. 26,098 1325 x 

'96 
Comp. 185 ll Min. 24,000 1324 

Wesermunde (T.O,) 

385 

447. 

94 

150 

118 

15 Min. 25,200 1330 x 

150 

- l ~ 

40th & 4lst c.w. 

323x250 HE 1 PFF 17 

305x250 HE 1 PFF 17 

215x250 HE 11-6 
l08:x:250 HE 

205x500 HE 1 PFF 17 

216x500 HE l :PFF 17 

213x500 HE 1 PFF 17 

l9lx500 HE 1 PFF 15 

.288x250 HE 1 PFF 15 

215;;c500 HE 1 PFF 17 

3221:250 HE 17 

340J~250 BE 1 PFF 18 

324x250 HE l PFF 17 

4,13,45 Combat Wings 

240x250 HE 1 PFF ll 

295x250 HE 16 

170x500 HE 17 

150x500 HE 15 

170x500 HE 17 

340x250 HE -1 PFF 16 



BOMBING DATA (Continued) 

DIRECT. LENGTH TIME OF NUMBER OF DROPPED 
GROUP OF Pill~ OF RUN ALTITUDE RELEA3E AFCE MANUAL BOMBS Pt.ANGE ON WR • 

;I.ST BOMB DIVISION 

Saumur 

91.A 182 4 Min~ 20,300 0824 :K 

91B 192 · 2 Nin. 19,800 0825 x 
91C 192 3 Liin. 20:;840 0826 x 
Tours/Le Riche 

381A 184 3 Min. 23,600 0825 x 
381B 176 2'1 rrrin 2- :~ • 2;3~000 0826 x 
381C 180 90 Sec. 23,900 08.?2 x 

2ND BOMB DIVISION 

TOU$sus Airfield 

466 40 8 Hin. 20,500 0818 

467 18 8 Hin •. 23,000 0820 x 

Gonches Ai.~:·field (T .JJ ~·) 

453. 285 2 Min. 22,600 0846 

458 315 3Min. 21, 500 0837 x 

93 .350 1 Min • 21,930 0850 r 

446 334 2 Min. 20, 500 0848 

Pont .[iudemer (T .o •) 

491 335 2 Llin. 21,200 0858 x 

Dreux Airfield (T .o •) 

93 268 5 M:Ln. 21,000 0840 

3RD BOMB D.IVI SI ON 

Orleans/Bricy 

490A 140 

490B . 145 

493.A. 143 

7 Min. 22, 050 0817 

'.• 

\!.'\· 

·\~X) 

x 

- 2 -. 

. 1st Combat Hing 

24x2000 HE 1 11 

24x2000 HE 1 11 

166x500 HE 1 13 

72xl000 HE 1 11 

72xl000 HE 1 11 

72xl000 HE 1 11 

2,20,95,96 c. w. 

x 220:x;500 HE 1 PFF 22 

1Q14xl00 HE 

.... r 1049.xlOO HE 2 20 A 

241x500 HE 2 19 

5924100 HE l 11 

x 'soox100 m:-· .:.J 2 19 

572xl00 HE 1 10 

x 384xl00 HE 1 8 

92, 93 Combat Wings 

472Xl00 HE 1 11 

J80xl00 HE 1 9 

400x100 HE 1 9 

440xl00 HE 1 10 



BOMBING DATA (Continued) 

DIRECT. LENGTH Ttl:HE OF NUMBER OF D;R.OPPID 
GROUJ? OF RUN OF.;R.UN !LTITUDE &ELEASE AFCE MANUAL BOMBS MNGE ON LD.R., 

3RD BOMB DIVISION (Continued) 

Chateaudun 

344 143 7 Min. 22;lOO 0817 x 624x].OO HE 1 11 

34B 141 7 Min. 22,400 '0818 x 520xl00 HE 1 9 

487A 150 4 Min. 21,l+?O 0819 :x; 560xl00 HE l 10 

487B* 150 4 Min. 211400 0820 '· 52CI' .. d00 HE 10 

Foret De Bourse Landing Strip near ~s$ay {Seconde,ry) 

486A 35.2 6 H:Ln •. 22,060 0846" x 240x250 HE 1 11 

486B 350 4 Min .• 22,6~0 0847 x 140x250 HE l 6 

4860 003 7 Min. 21~ 21+0 0848 x 240x250 HE 1 11 

* Released on 487A Group ~ Leader an4 deputy leader aborted and no bombsight 
in number thr~e airc~aft. · 

4th and 13th Combat Wings 

Rauen In;dustrial Area (T .• o.) 

100 . 340 1 Min. 21,080 1156 1 240x250 HE 1 11 



Practic2.ll~r all points of damage, with the exception of about 45 inci• 
dents of busineos/resid.entia.1 damage, are shown 011 the e.nnotated print 
accompanying th.i.t:J report. NlJiabers refer to ·the 211..notations on Print 
4095 attc;1,chec1. 

l. Large ·wu.rehouse at doc}rside - -two halon in roof .. 

2. S .E. sidings of M/Y .;.. 7 hits on t:r·ec~cs and several on omben1rr.l1ent, 

3 ~ Med:Lum sized building - over Iia1f destroyed, 

1 4. Complex of huilc1in3s ... fmtire plant pra'etica1ly destroyed. 

5. Cycle shelters - two di~C'eot hits. 

6, Store (1a.rge) - direct hit to eo.st end, large hole in roof. 

7. Unidentified (low, moditun sized building) - slight damage to 
w. wall, 

E\. Unidentified· srn.r'.11 buildin:z ... one thircl clestroyea .• 

9. Office building (rnedi:rnn) .. direct hit to one wing .. , 

10. Office s .. nd/or Canteen - d~rect hit destroying 1/10 of building. 

11. Workshop (necl.ium) - direct hit on S.ID. side making hole in roof 
and ,S. :C. vrall • 

12. Unidentified smBll 1Jni1dinc: ... one third destroyec1. 

1,3., Workrahop (mediurn) - slight dame.go to S.E. cornor. 

11+• Works!.1op (medium) 3 direct hits; 1/3 of roof gone. 

15 o Assembly ::1ho9 (large) ... 3 or more direct hi ts. Roof dest:royed 
along S.E. side. 

16. Machine or Press Shop-Win:::; off s. corner - half destroyed• 

- 1 -



t j hJ 

l~ '• 

~lUU~1l···· K-2. .>84 (Continued). 

19. U~!;i 
Workshop (mec1itim) - 1/3 of roof gone 0,nd severe internal damage. 

20. Workshop (large) - 607~ ·of roof stripped, severe damage. 

21. Unidentified sm2ll building - 1/2 destroyed. 

22. VJorkshop (large) .. 1/3 of roof stripped. 

23. Workshop or store (medium) - prncticnlly destroyed. 

{.AppearG to be in the nature of gird.ors for hangars or bridges stored 
for shipment. Gantry c:ra.ne overher:td leading to dock.) 

24. Unidentified small buildinr~ - 1/3 destroyed. 

25. Seven direct hits among rJtored (posciblo) girders. 

26. Six mcdn storage sheds (large) ... 1/3 de stroycc1 • 

. 27. Small shed ..... direct hit destroying small section .. 

. ..... 

Large/building - two holes in roof. 

29. Elmton bE.,y building ( ver~ large) - -' hole in S. W • end ~ 

JO. Aosombly shops {medium) - 1/3 dost:royod. 

J1 • Me chino Shop (largo) .. slight danrnco to N .E. corner • 

.32. Boiler Shop (large) ,... large hole in roof t:md nearly nll roof lights 
brokm1. 

33. BE:cgo (200') in Koli-Hafen - one end damaged and lowered in-Lo water. 

34, Cargo Vassel (250-300') ·:1.n IL fon B ... submerged into water at bow 
end. 

, 
.35. Main building (modium) ~ diroct hit on contor of plEmt destroying 
1/2 of roof of small ccmt.er \Jr.,i. 

36. Long medimn size b'Ltllding (N. of main plant) - direct hit, small 
halo. 

37. Small shod "" dostroyod • 

JG. Lc:trge industrial· 
hit11 

Glightly damagod by direct 



DI:'.:CT. LElJGTH 
GROUP OF HUN OF RUN 

Holque 

457A 163 3 Viin. 

Crepy 

351B 119 J r,,1in. 

HEADQUARTERS "'.'IGHTH. A!R FORCE 
k'.f'J 634 

g()MBING ,,DAT.:.\ 

TIME OF 
ALTITlID~ PEIJ1ASE AFCE TuL4..L\JUAL 

lST BOMB DIVISION 

25,000 1923.i- x 

25,500 1913 x 

st. Pol I.Iarshalling Yards (T .o.) 

3510 135 3 Min. 25,000 1923 x 

Belloy-Sur-$omme 

401D 34 40 Eec. 25,500 1923 x 

Bachimont 

401E 170 2 I~ii1 ~ 24:1500 1921 x 

2ND BOMB DIVISION 

Gauche D'Ecques 

466 330· Li-5 Sec. 24,000 1921 x 

Fressin 

489 40 6 Min~ 24,000 1851 x· 

Tingr:y-

489 009 ~ IJiin. 2L'r., 300 1855 x 
La Vaupa.liere 

491 170 50 Sec. 24,000 1908 x 

Abbeville 

491 339 ~Min~ 24,000 1903 x 

Belle Croix 

.389 342 5 Min~ 24,000 1920 x 
) 

Pont A vendin 

453 005 2 Hin. 23:1400 1914 X< , ., 

I• I 

·', '1 ; ·.1 \ _1._.;-.. ; ,_1,·1· ~· 

.24 June:i 1944 
Operation No. 439 

NUMBER OF DROPPED 
BJMBS RANGE OH LDRo 

94th Combat Wing 

156x500 HE 1 12 

208:x:250 HE 1 11 

2l.6x250 HE 1 11 

160x250 HE 1 .8 

198x250 HE 1 10 

20, 95 Combat Wings 

100x250 HE 1 4 

189x250 HE 1 8 

622xl00 EE 1 11 

1L}6:K500 HE 1 12 

728x100 HE 1 13 

613xl00 HE 1 11 

144x500 HE 1 11 



BOMBING D.ATA (Continued) 

DIF.ECT. LENGTH 
GROUP Q1i1 RUN , OF RUF. 

Beaumetz-1 e:s-A~~re 

34A 056 1 Min 

T ~oft at 503_0 N - 0205 E 

TIME OF 
ALTITUDE RELEASE AFCE 

JRD BOMB DIVISION 

23~320 1943 x 

490A 051 4 Min. 24, 100 1954 x 

- 2 ... 

I I 

NUMBER OF DROPPED 
MANUAL BOMBS RANGE ON IDR. 

93rc1 Combat Wing 

2?0x250 HE 1 11 

24CFL2 50 HE 1 11 
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nE.11DQUARri1ERs E'iGiiltii ~m,,.:idli.61TI3 M 

.A.FO 634 

OPERATION.AL FORECAST - 24 JUNE 1944 

Targets - ,Airfields ln France 

1. Base to Target to Base9 
Scm:btered clouds to broken clouds with haze becoming clear to 

sca.tte:r.ed cloudE? at targot and s0attered clouds to broken clouds on ' 
return. Q ... .3/10 stratocumulus except 7-9/10 base 1500-2000 tops 3000 Jeet, 
on coas·bal banos becoming generally 0-3/10 a·b target and beconrl.ng 2-4/10 
to bases on return exospt 5-7 /10 on coastal bases a Nil medium cloud. N:tl 
high.cloud becoming 2....,4/10 fine cirrus above 25,000 feet at b.ases on return() 
]

1reezing level 12,000 feot.7 nil ic:ingo Vj~sibili ty 2 .... 4 miles becoming un-
rer.r~:dctec1 at al·hi.~tude and 6 miles plus at bases on return.. · 

2. Winds and Temperatures, 

Surface 
5000 feet 

10,000 
15,000 
20~000 
25,000 
30,000 

Bq,..Q e .. :~g,_,1:.@.y'~ t 
100° 15 knots 
360 20 
.360 20 
360 25 
360 30 
360 . .30 
360 <35 

Ten:i..£Q1.'J1 faJ,~PJl 
12° c. 
04 
00 
~07. 

-17 
~26 
-1~0 

3 •. Indicated and True Altitude and Mean Temperatures. 

Inq...L,.J.\-1: t,.. . 
16 000 fee-G ~ -

le,ooo 
20,000 
22,000 
2L1.,000 
26,000 

llemarks. 

Trtie .Alt. 
J.6;256f;et 
18,310 
~:o ,1~16 
22,1-i-97 
24,592 
26,647 

Nil contrails at flight level. 

Mean Tem1;s. 
--1.go·a~ 

0 
... 1 
-2.5 
.. 4 
-6 

OPERATIONAL FORECAST - 24 June 1944 

Target - Bremen 

1. Base to Target. 

Base al t:i.meter 
setting on return 

J0.12 inches. 

Clear to scatterod clouds with broken clouds in extreme coastal 
bases, 1rl:hh ha.ze, becoming broken clouds. · Nil-J/10 stratocumulus except 
6-8/10 in extreme coastal bases, base 2-3000 tops 4000 .feet, becoming 6-
8/10 small cumulus over North Sea tops 5000 foot, becoming gradually 6-8/10 
large cumulus tops 12 .. 14,000 foot.. Nil medium cloud. Nil high becoming 
2-4/10 fine cirrus above 26,000 feet in targo-~ area. FJ;-eezing level 12,000 
feot, becoming 5000 foot, over. target, moderate clear ice in cumulus tops, 
Visibility li.--6 miles becoming unlimi tod aloft. 

2. Target to Base. 
Broken clouds becom.ing scattered clouds, 6-8/10 large cumulus 

tops i2 .. 14,ooo feet decreasing gradually to 2-4/10 small cumulus base.3000 
tops 4000 foot in base. Nil medium cloud. 2·4/10 high cloud above 26,000 
feet. Freezing ~evel 5000 foet becoming 12,000' .feet over England, moderate 
clear ice in cumulus tops. Visibility 'l.l.'.Q.rostricted aloft bocom.i.ng 6 .plus 
at bases on -re-hu.rn. 

-~ 



OPERATION.AL FORECAST 

3o Winds and TompGraturos!t 

Surf ace 
5000 feet 

10,000 
15,000 
20,000 
25,000 
30,000 

~li§£L tg.JL!~..°E Q~~ ·to _1.arm~.t. 
010° 15 knots 360° 20 knots 
360 20 360 30 
360 30 360 40 
360 35 360 50 
350 40 350 60 
350 fi,O 31+0 70 
350 45 340 I 75 

24 June 1944 

Te mpQ~'1tur.,es 
12° c. 
02 

-0.3 
-10 
... 20 
-31 
-41 

L.,.~ Indi catod and T'ruo Alt.i tude and Mean 1'mnpel .. atures. 

ID£1~.!1L. 
H~,ooo feot 
20,000 
22,000 
21+,000 
26,000, 
2$,000 

5. Re mat' ks • 

True Alt ~.., ...... :'17Dfl'J~-& 

1?, 940 f'm:;t 
19~940 
21,-983 
21,.,034 
26,098 
2f3,116 

M.§,,~ TE?..mPza t~ 
.40 c. 
.. 6 
-7.5 
.. 9 

-10.5 
-12.5 

Base altimeter 
setting on rot~n 

30.15 inches. 

Contrails modorato non-persistent above 25,000 feet, east of o6°:E;. 



. i' :, /,,\/"' __ _... 

Jg~PPrt.Jis. ~JG 'r.nr. AIR .FORCE 

li'£Jj Eb. W:iAf!!?.tn:1~ 
1 

,'TA~c:/1'~) 
SU!fil\J!ARY OF WEATHER ENCOUNTERED - u.2 NH,fi944 

1. ~§_<?J~-Q!.f_(Qh.2Q:Q.ill hoursl: 
Over England and route out :r:371Q stratqcumulus base 2500-3000 

feet, "tops 3000-4000 feet. Visibility 5 ... g miles with :t.~ght haze. Ova~ 
England 0 ... 3/10 stratocumulus tops 4·5000 feet increasing rapidly.on approa­
ching Continental. Coast to 7~9/10 ptratooumUlus tops 5-7000 feet, clouds 
breaking i.nland · again to 2-4/10 stratocumulus tops· 5""6000 feet. Visi bili­
ty ur..restricted a:\oft. Visj_bili ty do11mward 10-20 mil~s. 

2. Ta~~~; 
Orleans 1 Chateaudun ( 0815~0845 hours) ~. Target area clear for 

most groups. Occasional patches of 3-5/10 stratiocumulus tops 5-6000 feet. 
Visibility downward 10.,20 miles. . . 

Sa.unn.tr (0825 hours): Clear. Visibility 20-25 miles in haze. 
Temperatures 22,000 feet ~ 22° G. Smoke drifted WSW from target. · 
' , Melun, Toussus le Noble, Bue, Bretigny~ (og20 .. 0905 hou:rs): Gen-
erally 8-10/10 stratocumulus, tops 4-5000 feet over primary area., breaking 
westward t.Q 3 .. 7/10 variable stratocurnulus over seqondary target13. Nil 
medium or high clouds. Visibili~Y downward 15-30 miles • 

.3. Return Route; . . · 
, 4~77f5-S-tr;:bocru,nn.llus tops 5-6000 feet over northern portion of 

Continent and Channel bre~king over southern England -to 2 ... 3/10 cumulus / 
~ ,t.ops 3'·~4000 feet. 10/10 stratocnu1lus over Channel to east of route. Vi­

sibility unrestricted aloft. 

It.. Base . on ReW,tn { lQJ..~-,lO 2Q_,_,h9JJ.W g 

0-3/iO curmllus base 2 ... 2500 feet, tops 3-4000 feet. Visibility 
6-8 miles, 

5. Re~ks: 
Winds and ·hempera.tures as briefed. One report of contrail.s 

aboV'e 30,0QO·feot. 

SUMMARY OF WEATHER ENCOUNTEB.ED - 24 ~TUNE 1944 

1. T~~~Qf:t1QS4P-:Q2~0 hoursJ: . . 
· l-47i.O light cumulus, bases 2500 feet, tops. 3 ... 3500 feet. Visi­

bili·ty 6 ... g miles, locally 3 miles in haze. Route at.rt 2 ... 3/10 patchy cumu­
lus and stratocurm.llus base 2500 feet, tops 3~/.4.000 feet, increasing .after 
03°E to 5-6/10 ·tops 5-7000 feet and 6-9/10 swelling cunrulus, tops 10-12,000 
feet, at the Continental Coast. 1-3/10 altocunru:lus from 9,,..12,000 feet, 
between 03 anci 050E, othervdse nil. Nil•2/10 cirrus above 30,000 feet,, 
East of 05°E, Visibility aloft unrestricted. 

2. ~gejig: 
Bremen and Wessermundeu(l319-1336 hours): 7~9/10 swelling cu.mu• 

lus, tops 10-12,000 feet, 2~2/10 cirrus ab0ve 30 1000 feet. Bombing path­
finder. 

Bremen (1252 .. 13:04 hou.r8): 9-10/10 swelling cumulus tops 10""' 
12,000 feet 1/10 aJ..tocumulus tops 12,000 feet. Nil high clouq.- Visibility 
unrestricted, • 

.3. !lQ:!alrn Rout~: 
Similar· to route out over·Gontinent and No,-:-th Sea, except 3-5/10 

altocumulus from 9-12,000 feot,- fropi 04-06°,E. 3-5/lO patchy light. cunru.lus, 
base .3500 feet, tops 45009!"5000 feet, over England~ · 

4. ~.se on R~-Y.tn fX248-1600 'ho"qitl ~ 
. 1•5/iO light ciimulu.s £rom 3500~5000 feet, visibility 5-10 miles in 

light haze. 

FJ.G'ourate~ Winds - comments conflicting~ 

~ l ... 
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HEADQUAR11IBS EIGH1rB: AIR ]10RQE 
APO 634 

OPERNI'IONAL FOREcAs'r ... 24 JUNE 1944 

Crossbow Operations, 

1st Mission 
·~·~'if'l;;l--~ 

1. ~aGo to Target to Baso. 
CloudlesG to scntterocl clouds except broken clouds to overcast 

on extreme coa.ffb with ha~e becoming cloudless to
1 

scattered clouds. Nil-3/lC 
ntrntocumulus ,base 2500 tops 4000 feot except 8-10/10 on the immediate 
coo.st, nil-3/10 ovor tho entire route and over the target and ovor the base~ 
on rcrburn. Nil medium cloud. Nil high cloud becom1ng nil-3/10 cirrus above 
26,000 foc3t on retu.-rn. J:i'reozing levol 12,000 feet, nil icing. Visibility 
2"""Li- i:ri.1os boeoming unrestricted aloft bocom:i.ng 6 pltw m.i.los at basoG on 
:r.oturn. 

2 •. VHndn and Tomporaturos, 

Surf a co 
5000 foot 

10,000 
15,000 
20,000 
25,000 
30,000 

Base to Tqr.,.g_o't 
%oO'iO'knots 
3( J 15 
360 20 
360 25 
350 30 
3Li-O 35 
330 35 

1flJI1Qe1"a tNC?~ 
1,30 c. 
05 
02 

-10 
-20 
-32 
-I~. 

3 •· Indicntod and True Alt.i.tudo o.nd i\1100.n Tenpornturos ~ 

Ind. A!]i,~Q. 
13,000 foot 
20,000 

True Altitude 
-1B~i+48r~ 

20,482 

.M2,an .±r~rrm.slr.Q..l~~ 

. 22,000 
21¥,000 
26,000 
28,000 

4. Remarks: 

22, 559 
21,.,602 
26,648 
23,69~. 

Nil oontrails at fligh·G lovol. 

o. 50 c. 
""'1.5 
-3 Bnso nltineter 
-5. sot ting on return 
-7 30.15 inches 
-9 

1. Base to Target to Baso. . 
Sco.ttorod clouds to broken clouds. 2-4/10 small cumulus, base 

3000 tops 5000 foot becoming nil at. bases on return. 2-4/10 altocumulus 
bnso 10,000 tops 12,000 feet becoming nil ov·or targot and then 3-5/1~ at 
bqsos on return bo.so 10,000 tops 1l~,ooo .feet. Nil high cloud. Froo~dng 
level 10 51 000 foot, nll icing. Visibility 6 p;I..us milos bocom.ing unlimited 
at flight level and 15-20 miles dovmwtt:r.d. 

2. Winds and Tomporo.t.u:r.es. 

Surface-
5000 foot 

. 10,000 
15,000 
20,000 
25,000 
30,000 

J.k3.l!..q._t9-:J~qr££~ 
3000 10 blots 
330 25· 
330 25 
340 30 
350 ·30 
360 35 
360 35 

.IQ..ID~~.Q.§. 
160 c. 
OS 
03 

-07 
·19 
-29 
-43( 



2Li- rJune 1944 

3o Indica·hcd and ri1r110 KL-ti. ':i.clo and ~1ban 'I'omporntures • 

1~.~lt~..t!,!!1~ 
J..4~000 foot 
16,000 
18;000 
2C~OOO 
22)000 
24,000 
26,noo 
28,000 

I+,. J.~.:J l'lO.J: lm Q 

f-100.n Tomporo.turos . """·'-60 -c:--·~-----~-" 
4.5 
3 
1 

-1 
-3 
... 5 

Bnso altimetor 
setting on rcrburn 

.:m.03 inches. 

Light nun .. ,po:'"dhr~ent contro.ils at 25 J 'JOO :L'ou~ o.nd n.bovo~ 

>2 -
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HEADQUAH'l'EHS EIGHTH AIH 
APO 6.34 

SUMMARY OF WEATHER ENCOUNTJJllED - 24 JUNE .1944 

Crossbow Operations 

1. m£3o at J'J.tl<..g:.Off~~.PN~: 
Ovor England and rou.to out no clouds except for traces oi"' cumu­

lus at 2000 foots and nltocurnulus in vicinity of 10 1000 foot. Visibility 
5~? miles'* 0-2/lo strntocurmJ.lns tops· 2-:moo feot, over England and Chan­
nol, becomJ.ng 10/10 stratocu:mulu::: tops 5 ... f)QOO feot, over Continent. Visi­
hili ty i.mrostrictod aloft. 

2. 11ap_go~: · . . __ 
No ball (lOL1.7-1200 h.01.trs) 1 9 ... 10/10 stratocumulus tops 5-8000 

foot, bronks to 6/10 stratocumulus in vicinity of. B.ouon. No middle or high 
clouds. Vlsibillty unrostr~j.ctod aloft., 

. Floury (105S) ~ 9·10/10 strntocumulus to·ps 9000 feet. Nil me-
dium or high cloud. · Visibility unrostrictGd aloft, 

No ball (1014.7-1056 hours): 10/10 low cloud, tops 1,,~6000 feet. 
:Nil m9dium or high cloud~ 

3. Hoturn Roµte: 
' s1mij~~rt;=x;outo out vd;th an additional 1-2/10 stratocumulus in 

vicinity of 10,000 foot, ovor England on Return. 

11.. £sar19_J2l1Jt.Qt.u:r.n.J.J..2l.2.::.-UJ.-i qo.1£2.l: · 
J.710 cumuJxis in vicinity of 3-L1.000 foot. 1-2/10 altocumulus in 

viclnity of' 10,000 foot. Visibility 8 milos. 

5. ~~= 
Winds good. No cont:ralls observed. 

l. I3a£J e ~iL.:+11.kQ::Qff ,.,(lfg,j:-1700 _]l911rs l: 
Over England route o'trt; 3-;:z;;:Jo cunnilus base 3500-L,,OOO feet, tops 

5-6000 f cot. Visibility 10 miles. O'rnr England 3-5 /10 currn1lus tops 5-6500 
feet, bocomi:n.g nil over Channol ond Gontinont, Visibility aloft unrestric­
tod and light haze. 

2. lll.r~: 
Pas do Calais area (1854 .. a.955): ·No clouds. Visibil:ity unres­

trictod ale.ft, v'isibili ty dovmward 20 m..i..los. 
Tncti.cal Targots(l852-.1920 hours): 1•2/10 low cloud, tops 4·5000 

foot. Ni1. modium or high clouds. Dovmvvnrd visibility 10-15 milos in haze. 

3. ~QJJte~ 
Nil: clouds over Continent nnd Chnnnol. 

cumulus baso 9-10,000 foot, fops 10•11,000 foet. 
ulo:et.. · 

Over Englund 3-5/l.O nl to­
Visibili ty tmrostricted 

4. J?.Q£.9 on ~iJrn ..{2Q.'5P~l.Q.Q.J,i~: · 
2-3715 el tocumulus ·in vic1ni ty of 9~10 ,ooo foot, Visibility 7-8 

miles. 

5. Remarks: 
Do'ii'Seporsistent contrrlils roportod o.bovo 30,000 feet. Wind re­

ported ligh~or than f'orocnst. 



BOMBER SlJJ\1M.ARY (Continued) 

n~;·, 
/ i:y 
/. 2t .June, 1944 
'-,-Operation No. 438 

BR~1'.IGN:( 1oussus ~ MEL UN 

Number 11/C Dispatched 64 72 62 70 
Nmnber Sorties 62 67 5ri-0 67 

Atto.cko PrL 0 46 0 0 
.Attack. T.Oit 23~- 21-lr 11*4:· (8-7E-7H~JJ-}~ 41 ) 

Bombs on Target 
fri. (HE) 0 107 .. 8 0 0 
T.O. 52.9 ()0.2 28.6 (19.2 69.6 88.8) 

Number A/C Lost 1 0 
AA 1 0 

Casualties. 
Wounded , 0 .l. 

M.I.A· 10 0 

E/A Encounters 0 0 

* 77 Jdrcraft attacked Conches Airfield. 
-~+:- 11 Jii:rcraft atte,cked Pont Audemer Port A"J:"ea. 

*-X-* 8 A.irc;teft attacked Dreux Airfield~ · 

CA UC HE 
FRESSIN Jd.'ECQ]~§ 
----~ 

Number A/C D~spatched 14 10 
Number Sorti.es 12 7 

At+~ci.-' . UL.· .•.:.e Fri. 0 0 
Attac1:. T.O. 0 0 

Bombs on Terget 
.Fri. (BE) 0 0 
T.O. (HE) 0 0 

Number A/C Lost/ 0 0 
AA 0 0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 

cou ... 
~NFJ2 

12 
12 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

Combat Damage Not Available by Operations 

2 
2 

0 
20 

0 

BELLE 
QBQIX 

. 12 
10 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

... 
Included in Grand Tota.l . For Day 

Casualties 
Wound~d 0 0 0 O· 
M.~.A 0 0 0 0 

E/A Emcounters 0 0 0 0 

. .. - .. .. ,,~ 

;- ~.- "• 
: . ,,,, .. ·~ 

. : 3 ... 

HAUTE 
COTE --

12 
1 
0 
0 

O· 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 

2ND B.D. 
!OTAL _ 

'328 
296 
46 
96 

107.8 
230.5 

3 
3 

l 
30 

0 



,.,..-

BOMBER SUJ\IIMARY (Continued) 

Number A/CDispatched 
N'Umber Sorties 

AttD c~: 11 Pri. 

Bombs on Target 
Pr;i,., (HE) 

Number A/C Lost 

Combat Da,mage 

Casualties 

E/A Encou~te~s 

Ni.unber A/C Dispatched 
Number Sorties 

AttaokQ Pri. 

Bombs on Target 
Fri. (HE) 

Numbe:i,~ A/C Lost 

Combat Darne ge 

Cause of DB.mage 

Casualties 

E/A Encounter~ 

~BQtIB, 1211IfilSlli 

BELLE HAZIN-
CR01~ ~RBJL. 

12 12 
12 12 
12 0 

J0.7 0 

0 0 

Not Ava~lable by DJissions 
Grand Total for bay. 

0 0 

0 0 

HAUTE 
Q._OTE_ FRIGS SIN -··-

14 14 
14 0..0 

0 9 

0 2J.6 

0 0 

Not Available by Missions 
Grand Total for Day, 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

PONT A 
BEI>TI.21li 

12 
12 
12 

36.0 

0 

24 June, 1944 
gpe;ration No .. 439 

FIEJ?S 

10 
10 

0 

0 

0 

- Included in 

0 0 

0 0 

TINGRY ABBEVILLE 
~__, -

14 16 
12 15 
12 14 

-31.1 36.4 

0 0 

"'!' Included in 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 



BOMBER srnIHARY (Continued) 

Number A/C-D~spatched 
Nmnber Sorties 

Attack" Frio 

Bombs on Target 
Fri. (HE) 

Number A/C Lost 

Combat Dan.age 

Casualties 

E/A Encounters 

Number A/C Dispatched 
Nmnber Sorties 

.A,tte.ck. Pri. 
Attack~ Tl!O• 

Bombs on Target 
Fri, (HE) 
T .o. (HE) 

Number A/C Lost 

Combet Damage 

Casualties 

E/A Encounters 

2N~ .. J~Ql.~.J~IVI SI ON 

IA CA UC HE 
YAUPALl:JE DtECQUES 

13 12 
13 12 
13 10 

36.5 24.0 

·O 0 

.··-· ... , .. 
,, .. \.. ~ 

/; .if 24 June, 1944 
fij-Operation,No. 439 

2h1D B.D. 
TOTAL _ 

129 
122 

82 

218 • .3 

0 

Not .Available by Missions - ·Included 
in Grand Total .for Day. 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

BE4UMETZ 
LES-AIRE .... QREPIEU BLANC PIGNON FERME 

12 
12 
.., ? 
J_N 

0 

J3.7 
0 

0 

14 
14 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 

12 
12 
0 

12* 

0 
30.0 

0 

Net Available by nissions - Included 
in Grand Total for Day~ 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

~....----~ 

* Unidentified installation at 5030N .- 0205E. 

- 3 .-



BOMEER SUMMA.RY (Continued) 

3RD B,D. TOTAL TOTAL .. ·24 JUNE 
TOTAL OPERATIQ~ ... N9· ,42,2 OPS •. 438 and 439 

Number A/C D~spa.tched 38 228 1187 
Number Sorties 38 221 1120 

Atte.clc~ ;F'ri. 12 139 602 
Atte.ck. Sec. 0 0 31 
Atteck. T.O. 12 24 193 

Bombs 0n Te..rget 
Pri. (HE) 33.7 361,8 1505.8 
Sec. (HE) 0 0 77.5 
T~O" (HE) 30.0 57,o 463,5 

Number A/c Lost 0 0 6 
M 0 0 6 

Combat De.mage 0 14 197·* 
Cat. U,,A.li .o 4 147 
~at. "AC n 0 10 46 
Oat,. U]3n 0 0 1 
'Cat. UEH 0 0 3 

Cause of pamage 0 l4 197 
~A. 0 14 189 
Others 0 0 8 

Casualties 
Wounded 0 0 3 
M,Jl"A. 0 0 58 

E/A Encounters 0 0 0 

-r.- lncltldes 19 category rt.Au, 5 categ9ry nAc ",'i l ce .. tegory "B" and 2 ce.tego;ry' 
"E"; repo:rted by 2nd Bomb Division for the ent:ire day'~ operationa. 

~ 4 -
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HEADQUA~$~~~1.::wiOrITH .. AIR FORCE 

''\~'l,k'.Pb '634 
;;,\_:. ·--.~ : " 

<· 1· ' f 
''" 

~; ·:, 

JEIGJjTER SUMMARY 

24 June, 1944 

TlTE A/O SOR ... A/C CASUAL1I1IES BATTLE DAM. CLAIMS 
GRO~ TYPE SUPFORT A/B TIES LOST IC or MIA HND. CAT .. 11E" OTH. DES. PB.OB. DAM. 

I 

OPERATI O~LJI~JL!M.Q_RJU}TQ) 

SUPPORT TO FORCE I - BREMEN 

479 P-38 Pen. 48 45 0 0 0 .0 1 0 0 0 
Tgt. W/D 

353 p .. ~.7 Pen. 37 .36 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 o· 
Tgt" H/D 

356 p:...47 Pen. 48 48 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tgt. n/D 

20 P-38 Pen. 54 51 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tgt., U/D 

364 P~38 Tgt. n/D 52 49 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 

352 P-51. Sweep of 32 31 O· 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Luneburg .Area - then Tgt. rI/D 

Total· 271 260 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 0 

SUPPORT TO FORCE Il - AIRJ?IEIDS AND BRIDGES IN FRANCE 

357 P-51 Pen_. 50 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tgt. w/D - Tours. o.1H. 

339 P•51 Tgt·. W/D 46 _42 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
· Saumur· c.n~ . 

359 P~51 Pen. 41 39 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tgt. n/D Bretigny & r.lulun C .n •IS 

361 p .. 51 Pen. 41 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tgt. "d/D - Bue & Tpussus C.H. 1s 

55 p ... 33 P.en. 48 48 1 1 0 0 0 0 o. 0 
Tgt~ w/D - Chartres c.n. 

78 P-11-7 Pen. 36 33 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Tgtl! ~·r;n ~· J ·, Chateaudun & Orleans c.1d. 's 

355 P~51 Type 16 38 36 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 2 
I 

Patrol - Dreux A:r'ea ' 

Total 300 28S 1 1 0 0 1 4 0 2 

.···C~f~ 
.' ~~ : ( • '• I: 

:- 1 - / ' 



,q~::!!J /~~4 June, 1944 
, ~ .,.-· ,; , , : . .;:-, .. :'· .i· .• ~~'-I / .' l(f . 

TYPE A/C SOR- A/C CASUAtTIJiJS t / 'BATTLE DAM. CLAIMS r; 

SUPPORT A/B TIES LOST I~. or MIA .rJNb:c·:DAW0
: 

0En OTHo DES. PROB.DAU. GROUP TYPE 

SffiJ·PORT TO FORCE III .. CROSSBOW TARGETS 

56 P~47 Pas 36 35 O 
de Calais .A,rea Patrol 

TOT.AL OPERATION 
NO .. 438 607 583 1 

OPEM'rION NO. 

78 P-47 Pas 35 35 0 
de Calais Area Patrol 

56-3(- p ... 47 Pas 36 3Li- 0 
de C alai ;s ~~rea Patrol 

357 P-51 Type 16 50 49 0 
Patrol - Beauvais Area 

TOTAL OPEHATION 
NO .. 439 121 118 0 

TOTAL OPERiiTIONS 
NOSo li.38 and 439 728 701 l 

0 0 ·O 

1 0 

L.,J9 (LATE .A.FTERNOON) 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 0 

1 0 

5 6 

2 0 

1 1 

0 0 

3 1 

8' 7 

* Dropped J.:x:500 lb HE and lx~OO lb IB on IJontdidier Ai+field in attack 
after completion of area patrol. Results poor. 

- 2 -

0 0 

0 2 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 2 









458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot
458th 
Msn

Pilot 
Msn

Cmd Pilot Ld Serial Last 3 RCL Sqdn
A/C 
Msn

A/C Name Comments

24-Jun-44 ST OMER DAVIDSON 78 16 41-29352 352 K 7V 31 WOLVE'S LAIR MSN #2

24-Jun-44 ST OMER EVANS 78 1 41-28719 719 Q J3 38 PADDLEFOOT MSN #2

24-Jun-44 ST OMER FUSON 78 3 42-100425 425 D J3 13 THE BIRD MSN #2

24-Jun-44 ST OMER GAINES 78 ABT 44-40126 126 D Z5 -- SPITTEN KITTEN / SKY TRAMP ABORT - MSN #2 - BOMBARDIER SICK

24-Jun-44 ST OMER HATHAWAY 78 13 42-100365 365 B 7V 33 WOLFGANG MSN #2

24-Jun-44 ST OMER JUDGE 78 15 41-29305 305 N Z5 22 I'LL BE BACK/HYPOCHONDRIAC MSN #2 

24-Jun-44 CONCHES A/F MANKER 78 21 42-50320 320 W J3 23 UNKNOWN 018 MSN #2

24-Jun-44 ST OMER McCARTHY 78 ABT 41-28705 705 H J4 -- YE OLDE HELLGATE ABORT - MSN #2 - GAS LEAK

24-Jun-44 ST OMER QUIRK 78 7 41-29288 288 L J3 34 BIG-TIME OPERATOR

24-Jun-44 ST OMER SHAW, C 78 25 42-52457 457 Q 7V 33 FINAL APPROACH MSN #2

24-Jun-44 ST OMER TRACY 78 ABT 42-51097 097 T J3 -- UNKNOWN 022 ABORT - MSN #2 - SORTIE?? A/C 719?

24-Jun-44 ST OMER WHITLOW 78 26 BOOTH L1 42-110059 059 E J3 23 UNKNOWN 056 MSN #2

Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, Z5-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 4/24/2014




