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25 June 194
SUDJECT 3 Tactical Report of Mission, 20 May 194

0 s Commending General, Eighth Air Force, AR 101, APO 63ke

Data,

]

8, Date of Mission = 20 Moy 19
be Primary Targets: /

Zecitz Synthetic 0il Refinery = lith and 96th Combat ings,
derscburg Synthetic 0il Refinery = 2nd ond 20th Combat '.ings,.

Secondary Torgets:

Eiscnach jiotor Uorks = Lith ond 9
Bisenach (3tockheusen) lotor Vork

Last Resort Torget = 411 Combat Vings = any -dlitary obJective
positively identificd oo Dbeing 50 :ailes
incide Germany.

Units Participating = 96th €37 (46Gth, 4GTth, 450th BG)e
_th C37 (44th, 492nd, 392nd BG)e
ond B (369th, WiSth, 453rd BG)e

20th v (LLBth, L46th, 93rd BG).

Noerrative,

a. Plaming callcd for tho 96th and Lith Conbat Tings to citock
the Zcitz Synthetic Oil Refinery, ond the 2nd and 20th Combat Wings to
attack the llorschurg Synthetic 01l Refinerye 312 aireraft were dispatched
for this -ission, Escort wes furnished by two Groups of P=l73, two Groups
of Pe38a and onc Group of P=5lse

be Assciblics were ccco plished without incident and routes flowm
as planncd.

ce Bonbing at Zoitz wos of outstonding cxecllence, Scverc domagc
was done to the refinery plonts cnd storoge tonksj the pgas treatment pl nt,
a pwp housc, soverrl stills, ome the compression and caxbon dioxide rc-
moval plant were bodly doaczeds Bading wos fadr ot Merscburgs dasage
extended across the contrel portion of the works, instellotions of the
synthetic oil scction, the fortilizer scotion, boiler houses ond gos
plente Further domnge southiest of the target arca cffcets the complox
reilvoy systea outside the vorks, Swoke scrocns, smolkce frox the toxrget
and hoze causcd difficulty ot the torocts, cousing four Squadrons to attack
7citz instcad of iferschurge Eloven toxrccts of opportunity were a taciied
with forccs of from onc to ten airorelte

SmHETMHOECOQOZ2C

d, /A1l units atiocking licrscburg cncounteral moderate to intensc
end accuratc predictor control firce Only four incccurate hursts of cntde
~iperaft fire were scen ot the Zeltz Refinery. Gudire vns cncountercd
cnroutc at Jena, Ie Culot, Koblons and the Duwowr Loke arcos. LOsocs
were three adreraf't, two lost to flok cnd one to unknovm couscse Clodms
were nile Fighter support wes very goode

For the Oomzumiing Generals

(i l (' <

\ _nl-lt‘\_\-.l"}-“'\jl\
IARLES B, WESTOVER

Coloncl GSC

Chicf of Staff
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Tcctical Bombing Repost of Mission, 28 lluy 1944

DIRECT LENC ™

GRCUP OF RUN JF_WN ALTITUDE

445 108 4S5 rea, .’_E.E,OGC'
309 04 13 wun, 23,000
453 100 2 mine 22,300

465 15C 25 =g 20,000
L67 116 15 se 20,500
458 11C 2 uin 21,000
492 11F A3 19,000

fie 70 45 21,000
392 7C 1 win 21,000

MMMMNMNA

L/C of 453rd

45 150
448 153 2,00
446 180 1510

e

j hi issi ve s 0il refiverics at Merseburg and Zeitz, Germany,
The acsizned primary targets for this mission were the oil refineri n urg " \,

——— -

Merseburg was to be attecked by six Groups bombing by Squadrons, but duc :c *'r b fﬂ,.ﬂf‘,\rv?m[’;:z .::_r.?
and intcr evence from other Groups, it was attacked by tiree Groups plus‘. ;.;‘C Ef o.,:"._: rq:{:ui:.a”(j‘.':d as
attacked %y rix Groups borbing in Squadron formation, Fm,u:' Sq*.::xdrr.’ms, 1.*.-'1f.‘redbr*:‘.-‘l.x-;?m‘-L as their assigne
prinsry, boubed Zeitz as a lust resort target duec to the difficultiecs stated above,

The fo)lowirz laat rescrt targets were attacked due toc the 1'-ci':{.r¢“3€ ntior.:-*. ijf,f‘;icylt_i;s. %}E {,?-; I;i:; urg y
| g 1i G 1 ) d Amun /C Altenburg i Vechtz, e

8 1 /o Moinmuagen, 1 o/C Trirlis, 1 4/C Ulzen, 1 4/C Egrmund, 1 4/C Al Es $v Voo D s
io:‘;{ r-?.g;.u Ir-lé.lﬁ';lctic‘.;l, 8 4/C b:m?.'od Saalfeld. 1 ./C attacked Diepholz, 1 ;/? attacked tie A/D at Neppel
:a;d i;.’( attacked en unidentified target. 1 A/C failed to bomb due to battle damege.

The re~u.ts of Sombing at Merseburg was fair, The assigned MPI1 was not hit tut.f‘_:lr__:tf rd \:r‘wnzfx:t_iixs o
did some demage to the refinery, BThe results of bombing at Zeitz were very good nith direct hits on the LPl,

SECRET
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Tactical Report of Mission, 28 May 1944

nti= cr re,

Targets - Merseburg
Zeitz

A)]l Groups in the 2nd Wing encountered moderate to intense
snd accurate predictor control fire from Herseburg,

The Zobth Croup led the attack on Zeitz wnd encountered
only four inaccurate bursts of AA fire, No AA fire was
encountered at this target by either of the other Groups
his Wing or by any Group in the 1l4th Wing, However,
» 20th Wing approazched the target from the north und
encountered intense and accurate gunfire from the defenses
of Merseburg during their bombing runs,

Moderate to intense gunfire was encounterod on route at Jena
and Le Culot,

lecger to moderate gunfire was encountered on route at
Wernigerode, Koblenz, Vechts, Durmer Luke, Lingen end
Halberstadt, Crews believed that the gun positione in the
Durmer Lake areu were situnted near the railway between
the Lake and Diepholz A/F, and also in the vieinity of
Derme, tui they were unable to pinpoint them exactly.

Balloons were sccn at Saslburg, Sualfeld, and from some
barges on the R ing at 50 12'N 07 LO'E. The belloons at
Sualfteld vere s o round a dam,

One 4/C of the 445th Group was shot down at Mersebury at
21000 ft, and one &/C of the 44th Group vas eiot dowm
near the Dwrer Leke at <1000 [t
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T cticul Report of Mission, 28 llaj

4o Enemy Adrcraft Encounters,

a, There were no EfA attacks against the Division; however, one
ME 410 was obgerved in the Nienburg area doing 360 degree turn,
Tnie E/A cure to vithin 600 yards of one Group snd was fired
upon, although not actually attacking the Group.

o

OSmHTMHOnOO>COZC
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COMBAT REPORT FORM (WING)

TARGET _ JRCINNUIRG WING 2 Al IV

DATE

TIME OF ATTACKS

VICINITY OF ATTACKS

FEHgE . S

-

P
A
G
E

[ 7o W ]

Attacks from
Above = ——.=
Level = ——
Below =Marsns

Om-mMHOnOnPCrozc

Destroyed - X

Probable - A
Damaged =~ O
No Claim - O

Authorized for

reproduction

of __ copies

Copy No —

Authority C.G.

VIII Bomber Command

Sig.

Date
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Tuctical Report of Hission, 28 May 1944

5, Cormunicationg.

ae W/T and R/T communications were gatisfactory, with the exception

of an irregular malfunction of the VIF ground receiver at
Division Headquarters, Trouble on thie was cleared immediately.
Window" and "Curpet-blinker" were uscd as RCH, Curpet jarming
caused cnemy radars to change frequency and forced some radure
to change from tracking to securching. Equipment performed
satisfactorily, Requirements indicated for a directional
blinker receiver antenna which will exelude signals lateral

to and in rear of formation, and a filter which will exclude
PRF's other than G/L radar., Developme nt work on this has

been initiated, :
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: HEADQUARTERS
STATION 123 o APQ. 538 -
"OFFICE OF THE‘INTELLIGENCEZOFFIC§R

e et e e m e e T £y S s TR T s e s 2R E e Sl
oot T e o et e T i S R R S e L it ”

29 MAY 1944 .

‘SUBJECT: S-2 REPORT, MISSION 28 MAY .44 (25172)1 o L
TO COMMANDING OFF ICER, AAF 123, APO 558. . T BEEEIR
) ' P - [ . . 1
| — -;EHEHI;ALBEBAELJNEEEUJJQH | - e
1. NO EA ENCOUNTERED, . = S ]
AuTx-a|aggagl FIRE -

2. FLAK WAS SEEN IN THE DISTANCE AT NUMEROUS POINTS

ggT NONE BURST NEAR. THE FORMATION. NO_BATTLE DAMAGE  SUFFER~

3. NEW.A/D N.W. OF SOIGNES. | A T
A/D UNDER_CONSTRUCTION NORTH OF WEPPEL AND AT ~ L
HOOGEUEEN (5246-0622), : '

BALLOON BARRAGE PROTECTING WOODED AREA AT 5038-
1145, INDICATING POSS!BLE CDNGENTRAT|0N OF SUPPLIES.,

JOHN H. DAVIS,,
CAPT. AC

GROUP -3 OFF CER I
i ’! !
B




3ELRED

HE D DA
UBOP BORARDEEN? GROUP (1)
AP 133 APQ 558

&3 vay 194k
0N JECT: Statistieal mMramiry of Opcrations, Misaion of 28 May 194ie

TO Commending nfficer, L58th Bombardment Group {ii)e

-A.Gmpid.liucto

38

Be ﬁiﬂli@ﬂ Falu HDw 5 5 ¢ ¢ 6 4 s 4 8 8 2 % a8 & & _}3.1 ‘
O« Dale of OpoXutioh o 4 v ¢ ¢ 0 » o 2 2 % 3 8 v & & &8 Hay 191]4
De Ovdered T'rin ) _l.w“ TEe & » s v % ¢ w v o s 2 u SALER Emtm'i‘ 0il Plant
Ko Hc m C’ff. * % % @ ¢ & & o @4 + ¢ & ¢ ¥ & = & % o
s JG Dispdtcnaﬂ. e @ # ® ¥ ° 4 < e & & 8 0 @ s 4 @ a6
Ge wrt“'itnditqclota&;tta.'cd%
He Ey"ﬁ Atﬁask‘.ng ® & % & ¥ & & & » B OV OF OF G OB @ s @ 26
ie JG ROC ALLaoking ¢ « ¢ ¢ 2 ¢« « ¢ ¢ » o+ ¢ « » . B}
Je A/G Attacking « Primary Tarzote + o + s 2 ¢ v ¢ o 26 46 X 100 ap
| | 1040 bombs
Ke A/0 attacking - Socondary Targets » « s v s ¢ o o Jil
" Le A/C attacking « Last Resort Tarzote ¢ « + s » o » Hil
e LV 4 &tﬁl@kina - ammty m’?“. « w v e a o AL
ﬂt A/G Iﬁ“ - ?m [ ] 2w ¥ 4 4 B s R e e e s B & ml
Oa N'O logt - Tlak and ..,/“ s 6 ¢ o s & v oo o e » Uil
P N’GM-FJ&..*w..--..ﬁ-..u.-.ml
e ﬂlcw“ﬁmm“ﬁﬁqcatv o % » o.8 v o » (AL
He Hﬁmﬁ-mommr..s...-.....a i

“{:
Gmp Statl stical Officer

BECRET
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HEADQRARTZRS

QUDARIMENT GROUP (H)
2 AFO 558

29 May 154k,

Operations Officer's Narrative, iission of 28 May 1944.
Commanding officer, 450th Bombardment Group (H),

le Genmersl Harrative = See the enclosed Command Pilot's narrative,

2¢ reraft Not Attacking - Twenty six (26) aircraft took off and
left cur base in the formation shown in the enclosed formiticn di agram,
All mircraft were dispatched, received sortie credit, and dropped all
oo

Ya on the primary target, Zesitz Synthetic 0il Plant,

3« lost pircraft -

None of our airerart war
saf ely to base,

e lost,

CHARLES H, BOOTH, capt, :o
w88t Opns Officer
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SECBET

HEADQUARTERS _

458TH DOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Group Operatioms Officer
AAF 123 APO 558

30 May 1944
Command Pilet's Narrative, Missiom of 28 may 1944,

Commanding Officer, 458th Bombardment Group (H)
AAF 123, APO 5584

The 458th Bemd Group lead the *p* Group of the 96th Combat Wing with
lead Squadrom and a low left Squadrom plus a high right Squadron furmished by
thia 467th Group.

The 458tk Group took off at 1030 bhours for an dssembly at 17,000 feet
over Splasher #5, The assexbly wa s made by 1147 bours and the Ving assembly
®as accomplished. The 96th Wing departed Splasher #5 for Buncher #5, the be-
glaniag of the Divisiom assembly lime. DImuediately om leaviag Splasher #5, we
had difficulties with a Wing of B-17's coming from the west, By

maneuvering
through their Wing, we were able to make our times good at the Divisiom assembly

line,

The 96th Combat Wing lead the Diviséon on the mission and we were the
first Wing of the Divisioa out, We were about twe (2) minutes late at cp 1
and on course. The cldmb was started at this point and contimued until 23,000
feet was reached, We were three (3) mimutes late at CP 2 md on course, it

CP 3, wo werse approximately four (4) minutes late, but on eourse and at refer.

eRée altitude, 21,000 feet, The maneuver at the I.P. was accomplished without
trouble. The primary target was attacked with fair Tesultss The rally after
the target was normm) anmd the withdrawal was along the briefed route,

No ememy fighters were seen although our fighter support reported some in
t he area. Going in to the target apd coming out, we saw no fighters,

Our fighter support was excellent and all fighter rendezvous points were
made and fighters contacted,

The weather was as briefed except for eontrails encountered just inside
¢ Demy coast. Three to four toeths cloud Ooverage in the target area with
haze was enoountered,

r / rd
- H',I(J ‘:tj//{/-f- < 4-(?(-1/
JOHN A. HENSLER 5---
Major, Adr Corpe
Command Pilot
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458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 4'355;:1 P'\;I:: Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last 3 | RCL | Sgdn Q{Si A/C Name Comments
28-May-44 |ZEITZ BRAUER 49 23 41-28682 682 | z5 30 |UNKNOWN 003
28-May-44 |ZEITZ BRUDOS 49 24 41-29288 288 L J3 21 |BIG-TIME OPERATOR
28-May-44 |ZEITZ CRAGUN 49 26 42-95179 179 X v 3 HERE | GO AGAIN
28-May-44 |ZEITZ CURTIS 49 13 42-95316 316 N J3 6 PRINCESS PAT
28-May-44 |ZEITZ GIBSON, S 49 2 42-50320 320 W J3 16 |UNKNOWN 018
28-May-44 |ZEITZ GLENN 49 22 |LaROCHE L1 |42-100433 433 B J3 24 |BIG DICK HARD TO HIT NAV - CRAIG
28-May-44 |ZEITZ HANNAMAN 49 7 42-51097 097 T J3 10 |UNKNOWN 022
28-May-44 |ZEITZ HANSEN 49 5 42-110070 070 E z5 3 ELMER / LADY LUCK
28-May-44 |ZEITZ HATHAWAY 49 6 42-52455 455 o v 31 |PLUTOCRAT
28-May-44 |ZEITZ HEMRICH 49 3 41-28719 719 Q J3 28 |PADDLEFOOT
28-May-44 |ZEITZ HOPKINS, H 49 1 42-95096 096 F z5 1 BOMBS AWAY
28-May-44 |ZEITZ JONES, E 49 2 42-51095 095 Q z5 2 SHOO SHOO BABY
28-May-44 |ZEITZ JUDGE 49 1 42-95163 163 K z5 8 DIXIE BELLE
28-May-44 |ZEITZ LARSON 49 2 42-95106 106 L z5 2 MISS PAT
28-May-44 |ZEITZ MONAHAN 49 1 42-95219 219 W v 7 PATCHIE
28-May-44 |ZEITZ SCHAAF 49 27 42-50314 314 L v 12 |ETO PLAYHOUSE
28-May-44 |ZEITZ SIMES 49 14 42-95005 005 H z5 12 |UNKNOWN 034
28-May-44 |ZEITZ STEWART 49 25 42-7516 516 K J3 11 |GATOR
28-May-44 |ZEITZ STILSON 49 20 42-95165 165 S z5 9 COOKIE
28-May-44 |ZEITZ THOMPSON 49 4 42-100311 311 A v 24 |YOKUM BOY
28-May-44 |ZEITZ URBANIAK 49 2 41-29340 340 N v 20 |YANKEE BUZZ BOMB
28-May-44 |ZEITZ VERMEIREN 49 5 41-29596 596 R z5 10 |HELL'S ANGEL'S
28-May-44 |ZEITZ WALKER 49 2 41-29489 489 T % 8 UNKNOWN 014
28-May-44 |ZEITZ WHITLOW 49 19 42-100407 407 A J3 19 |LITTLE LAMBSY DIVEY NAV - GRIBI
28-May-44 |ZEITZ WOODWARD 49 20 L2 |42-100366 366 B z5 22  |MIZPAH NAV - DALY
28-May-44 |ZEITZ ZIMMERMAN 49 21 42-51110 110 P v 5 TOP O' THE MARK

Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, Z5-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/29/2014






