THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

P .

HEADQUARTERS
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APO 558

TACTICAL 11ISSION REPORT

FIELD ORDER NO. TARGETS DATE

67L AVORD 4/D 23 MAY 1944
BOURGZE A4/C F.CTORY
ORLE.NS-ERICY 4/D
ILTLLUDUN A4/D
ORLE/NS-BRICY a/D

TLDLE OF CONTENTS

BOHE/RDMENT DIVISIO!

ANTI-AIRCRLFT FIRE
ENEMY ALIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERS
COMMUNICATIONS

STATISTICLL SUILRY OF OPERLTION

Um-Tm-nnPCraozc

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

.
m
i
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HEADQUAKTIRS 2d iBARDI EN I . Eont Div,
AKF 147 nitials Va2 A
e 2 - gempraax

20 June 1944
SUBJECT: Tactical Report of [lission, 23 May 1944

T0 Commanding Ceneral, Eighth Air Force, AAF 101 APO 634

Avord Airdrome
Lourges 4/C Factory
Crleans=Ericy A/D

Secondary Targets:
' o

Chateaudun Airdrome
Orleans-bricy Alrdrome

Last Resort Target = Any airdrome in occupied territory not adjacent
to built-up area,

Units Participating = 14th C'T (44th, 392nd, ; 12nd LG‘
Of CF { 1574} i L4y

O6t). CEW (467th, 45¢th, G)

2nd CBV (3&;1} , 453rd, u,nr “)

CEW (445th, 446th, 93rd EG)

Narrative,

e, 351 aircraft vere dis t" four Contat Wings to visually
3 e ety
ttack the Avord A/D, Bourges A4/C Ori La'"-"“‘c. AfDe rour_u.>ups
nf P=47's, two Groups of P=51'c and two Groups of P=3g' s furnisred fighter
support.

P
A
G
E

-

w

b. Asserbtlics were accomplished satisfactorily with the exception

74 of one aireraft due
af interfercnce from a B=17 Ving, ru:uli;r* in the loss of one aircruaft

: - : = : it e
¢o collision, Cve he Lng . eoast, fornations of L—47 § cros rough

S5Cd

the 1/th Contat ino, whieh vas leading the Division, causi lelay but not
g 4 e Routcs ver ( ¢ 78| as p '.nri with forma-
disrupting the forma 1 outec : oY en A5
tions a;;roximutnA
c. &l prinury turg i lsS o utta:k_f isu Thi
! ily d i ito hunga o} ) adniinistrative build-
heavily damaged with h 1 res, adriinistre
ings and barracks. The Eou 2hic
£ 1 4 A £ ©L I R the foeto |
hits in u....;l.,'"llj ‘”C" ] 3 ( 1 (_,. e
C learee=; 3 e R vl 4] i q T ation of |y
good bombing wes done ¢ Orleans Y with gooc r:njb‘ n
diencre areaS irone bu
on hangars, ammunition digpcrea : and eirdrone

hvord A/D vias

nPrraozc

T

d, lo antieaircraft fire a encountered at Eourges F Or7’ A
the Orleans=Bricy A/D, flak uas and inaccurate, ilc 1 @ £oirly
accurate control punfire uas encow ed from Avord A/D. OF uit",rr:fl i{az

a8 moderate and accurate at Cratcaudon, One aireraft was lost in the turge

" LS = +h il rurface an o
area, when a bomb buy door swung ’r‘(, lodging on the tail .‘r_qct‘.‘f :rﬁ,, =5
aireraft spun to MLL ground, Clclie o ral, Frie :ndly fighter ort was good,

For the Commanding General:

] S

G PTETITES) STV S
CHARLES B. WECTOVER
Colonel GSC

Chief of Staff
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} /D ur~es A/D, and Orleans/Bricy 4/D.
a ned primary targets for this ric were Avord A/D, Bourges 4/D, anc Orle ¥

: SS81gN Nar) arge i i

f 1 Vor

3y i Bourycs D was tasked Y

‘ borbine in squadron formation., DOUrges a/d wds < :
roupe benbing in squanron IEgen Wi gy IO
d Orleans/Ericy 4/D vas attucked by six groups bombing by squ .

L =
5 andg

Lvo~4 A/D was attacked by tiree

tlree grours bombing by squadron
1tal release

} .
.rtres, Francc.

S .
L naifurction. The deputy lead of one group nad
onb due to a rack malfunction. he deputy lea o i/
he taryet and 2 &/C dropped on th i Onc A4/C bombed an a/v
¢ ta iy~ ¥ [=FRAWY “ a0y ! by h a“d -
and at Orleans/Ericy

p e f Lo g
at avord 4/D were good, at Eourges L/D the r

wn

One 4/C did not b
before reeckhing t

1 " +
j 5 Lonbi

The results of
J‘;/D the results were -L:m'cl.
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Anti=aircroft Fire.

Orleans/Ericy A/F

(1) Si: Squadrons of the 2nd Combat Vin, attacked Orleans/Bricy A/F
within three minutes, and only two Squadrons encountered meager

and inaccurate predictor control fire, the other formations not
being engsged. Four minutes later six Squadrons of the 20th

Lap ]

Fis occasion only the lowest 4 menger and
ccurate predictor control fire, the

1z engageds COrews estimated

battery in the target area,

el T

/'

Bourges A/F

(1) Mo AA fire wus encounterc
Avord A/F

r to moderate { fairly accurute predictor contrel
encounitered by all formations ~vord A/F,
reported Nortik, West, and So ' the eirfield,

confirmed tho photographic of this ares.

Moderate and fairly
at Chateaudun, Gun sitcs
railway, and aleo ncur a

’
also appear to confirs
4 balloon barrage wecs

Comment

A& number of gun gites verc pinpointcd by crews during
peration, the majority of which coincided very elosely with
positions ulrcady confirmed :

good evidence that it is pos

positiong accurately fror

provided that the en

Ome-T-NnPrOZC
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SECRET

Tactical Report of lission, 23 May 1944

5, Communications.

a., W/T channecls vere fairly sutisfactory bgt ovaycromdgd TEE% Er?i:-
miccions. 411 sircraft of 14th Combat Wing discharged '?1nuOH in
their tarzet arce, Two Mcarpet-blinker" aircreft were §1sputchud
from Lithhﬁchb Group jarmming appecred -ffactive! requiring sF\vy.
roders to switeh frequencies, Satisfactory equipment opersation wns

rcported,

U
N

DTm=T-HOONP>C QS
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S _ HEADQUARTERS
: STATION 123 ' APO 558 o
- OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER .

24 NAY . 1944
SUBJECT: ' $-2 REPORT, MISSION 23 MAY 44, (aouness)
TO = COMMANDING OFFICER, AAF 123, APO 558,

”

ACRAFT_OPPO _T
1. N0 E/A ENCOUNTERED. .

2. WO AA FIRE, ALL SEEN. WAS DIRECTED AT OTHER .
GROUPS, ROCKETS oase&vsn BY THO CREWS AT ORLENNS, NO
BATTLE DAMAGE SUFFERED. |

i -

-

e SHOKE POTS SEEN AT END OF WOOD JUST SOUTH OF . BOURGES:

WITH YELLOW SMOKE, -

4, MARSHALLING YARDS ACTIVE AT VIERZONVILLE 50 TINK
CARS OBSERVED, .NO GUNS SEEN. IN THIS AREA,-

5. GROUP OF LARGE IGLOO-!VPE BUILDlNGS OBSEHVED AT
4722N - 0200E, OTHER DEPON AREAS AND BUILDINGS OBSERVED AT
LE FLAKE AND AUBIGNY. . .

6., WELL OAMOUFLAGED AIRFIELD OBSERVED AT 4805N -

.0033E, ABOUT 15 HILEl EAST OF LE MANS,

7.  FJGHTER SUPPOHT VERY GOOD, 3-24 uo. 172 OF THiS
GHOUP COLLIDED WITH A 3-17 AT 5222N-0110E DURING ASSEMBLY, o
NO DHUTES SEEN, - |

f

JOHN H,' DAVIS,
CAPT, AC |
GROUP '5-2 OFF ICER

LT3

T




SECREZ v
RO
HEADQUARTERS AUTH ﬂaﬁégj
L58TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) INETY
AAT 123 AP0 558 DATE__Z Zzee

2y May 1944

SURJECT: Statistical Summary of Operations, Mission of 23 May 1944.

TOs Commanding Officer, 458th Pombardment Group (i)

A-Gmp;.'n.-.-o.--..c-..-l].‘-ja

By Division Peloe BOu 9 o 2 o s o 2.5 =+ s+ ¢ 305 i}

Co Date of 0perution ¢ ¢ « ¢ » » » s & » s = 23 May 1944

Ds Ordered Primary Targebs « « » » « + « « » Bourges Airfield

B MCTMOﬂpAIt.-l.raoo-ougsa

Po AJCDispatohede o a. o ¢. 6 » ¢ o 2. 0.0 v .« 29

Go S0TCi08 0 ¢ 0 0 0 00 e 0 0 W s s a2 29

Kl Mcxtm-qncqo-..-'.n.lnhag ’

Io A/C Not At vesaevess v )

Js A/GA;t‘taﬁklns-Priw.Tth-..-._ZB 23 « i X 250 GP

| 3 1 - 22 X 250 ap

le« 20X 350 GpP
i =1 X 250 GP
1-121&&?
1 - 16 X 250 gp
1<« &X 250 ¢p
(Total = £51 bombs)

Ko A/C Attacking - Secondayy Tanget. » + « o Nil

Le A/C Atteeking - Last Resort Targets « « o Nil

Me A/C Attacking - Opportunity Targete » » o Ml

He ‘/cw-m.picoorlaorilml

Oe A/Gw-mandﬁl T EEEE R "

P A/GLQ“'E/M:‘QQ......QQ'Q'N

Qe VOM'MM*.-..'--.»...W(I)

He ”cm“-WMoooiotanml

Se FILLIAMS

Group ctatistical Officer

SEEREX
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4581+ BOME
AAF 123

Office of ihe Operation:

Lead Navigator's Narrative, Mission of 23

vommanding Qfficer, 458th Pocbardment Grou]

section of the 458th Group was accompli
3 ne 466th Group, on whom we were suprosed to
» Wa8 very ragger an were g in all directions
of order, asembly w - eted on time and we procesde
ineide nt, )/10) undercast of stratus clouds al
and route over Engla nd. On way to Spl 10 on course in the vicinity of the
town of Diss, a group of B=17's flying course of approximately 320 degrees
flew collisicn course with the 458th on course of 250 degrees mag. A ,-17
collided with out deputy lead, 2 tail of the B=24 was completely ¢ ut off;
the B-24 hung in mid a ir for a moment then plunged earth-ward. _ he B=17
surged upward after the collision and seemed to turn upside down before spinning
into t he clouds, _he time was 0653 and no chutes were observed by Crew L1
to eme rge from the planes, Division assembly was flown very well ffiom therson,
2. pHoute in: slown on course to W. I.r., G. I.P. and Target
limite 4 viasibidity in first fifty (5C,) miles of France, but visib
stea dilys The target wos c¢lear, & good run was made and good resul
were observed by the lst section of the 458th bombs.

.

3e Route Qut: un the route out a slight deviation was made to gain time
on pre ceding wing, but had no effect on missions No flak was observed except
at Chaleandun, which was well cut of our range, After leaving enemy coast
Toute was flown very near the briefed course. Route was flown very near the
brisfe d course. "gee" worked about fifty (50) miles into French territory
Stud 1, and wetro winds were fairly accurate,.

4 Hemarks; The Navigation of the 466th Group was excellent,

4 ./j
K9 Lt <& .
AU J. Ds GaNnAnO
2nd Lt, Air Corps
Lead Navigator,
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458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 452:‘ ELO: Cmd Pilot Ld |Serial Last 3 | RCL | Sqdn ICI/s(ri A/C Name Comments
23-May-44 |BOURGES ALVESTAD 45 14 41-28709 709 | v 16  |LUCKY STRIKE
23-May-44 |BOURGES ANDREW 45 18 42-95120 120 M J3 6 HOOKEM COW / BETTY
23-May-44 |BOURGES BARTON 45 ACC 42-110172 172 D Z5 -- |UNKNOWN 017 Mid Air Collision w/B-17 - 10KIA
23-May-44 |BOURGES BRAUER 45 20 41-28682 682 | Z5 27 |UNKNOWN 003
23-May-44 |BOURGES DAVIDSON 45 15 42-50320 320 J Ja 13 |UNKNOWN 018
23-May-44 |BOURGES DeNEFFE 45 24 42-52274 274 H J3 3 UNKNOWN 029
23-May-44 |BOURGES GENTRY 45 12 41-29470 470 o J3 2 UNKNOWN 013
23-May-44 |BOURGES HATHAWAY 45 2 42-52455 455 o ™ 27 |PLUTOCRAT
23-May-44 |BOURGES HAYDON 45 3 41-29352 352 K ™ 20 |WOLVE'S LAIR
23-May-44 |BOURGES McCARTHY 45 3 41-28733 733 P Ja 29 |RHAPSODY IN JUNK
23-May-44 |BOURGES McCOLLOUGH 45 21 42-109812 812 D v 18 |UNKNOWN 016
23-May-44 |BOURGES McNAMARA 45 13 42-100425 425 D J3 8 |THE BIRD
23-May-44 |BOURGES MELTON 45 22 41-28719 719 Q J3 26 |PADDLEFOOT
23-May-44 |BOURGES NEDROW 45 20 42-95117 117 M v 7 YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU
23-May-44 |BOURGES NYMAN 45 18 42-95219 219 w v 4 PATCHIE
23-May-44 |BOURGES OLNEY 45 16 41-29359 359 J J3 30 |TAIL WIND
23-May-44 |BOURGES ROBESON 45 27 42-95165 165 S Z5 6 COOKIE
23-May-44 |BOURGES SCHAAF 45 23 42-50314 314 L v 9 ETO PLAYHOUSE
23-May-44 |BOURGES SIMES 45 11 42-95005 005 H Z5 9 UNKNOWN 034
23-May-44 |BOURGES STEWART 45 23 42-7516 516 K J3 10 |GATOR
23-May-44 |BOURGES STOUT 45 10 42-95050 050 J v 10 |GAS HOUSE MOUSE
23-May-44 |BOURGES TAYLOR, O 45 28 41-29303 303 H Z5 27 |LIBERTY LIB
23-May-44 |BOURGES UMPHREY 45 26 41-28962 962 N v 5 FLAK MAGNET 11 J4-N
23-May-44 |BOURGES VERMEIREN 45 3 41-29596 596 R Z5 8 HELL'S ANGEL'S
23-May-44 |BOURGES VOGEL 45 24 42-95159 159 P J3 5 ROUGH RIDERS 11
23-May-44 |BOURGES WATSON 45 25 42-95163 163 K Z5 5 DIXIE BELLE
23-May-44 |BOURGES WEBER 45 21 42-100365 365 B v 26 |WOLFGANG (maybe)
23-May-44 |BOURGES WELLS 45 25 42-95316 316 N J3 2 PRINCESS PAT
23-May-44 |BOURGES WOODWARD 45 18 42-100366 366 B z5 19 |MIZPAH
23-May-44 |BOURGES ZIMMERMAN 45 17 42-51110 110 P v 2 |TOP O' THE MARK

Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, Z5-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/29/2014






