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Tactical Report of Lission, 20 llay 1944

Eighth Air Force, AAT 101, AP

Secondary Tergets:
Rosicres A/D = 96th and 20th Combat Uings
llontdidier A/D - 2nd Combat Wing

Last Resort Target - Any airdrome in occupied territory
cent to built-up area,

y CBV (466th, 467th, 458th EG)
CEW (446th, 44B8th, 93rd BG
CBW (445th, 389th, 453d BG

Narrative,

a, 177 aircraft from three
were dispatched to visually
of P=51's and

cloud

area,

formation, were forced
ing units departed
briefed,

d, Meager accur
Gunfire was seen over [ id he enerny coact, lio enem)
rere seen and fipkter support was excellent throughout the entire m
and claims were nil,
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For the Commanding General:
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asassigned primary targets for
The Ricire A/D
three groups bombing by squadrons.
elanr’med the micsi

tbai.oued the mission continued wi
O¢ ..drer.at 1udlded Lo bomb due to personnel error and two otner aircraflt failed

The bombing results of this nission were very zood on both targets,
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Tactical Report of Mircion, z( i

3. Anti-aircraft Fire.

G,

Reims A/ ond N/Y

(1)

Tae 466th and 456th Groups encountered meager to moderate

fairly accurate predictor control fire during their attack

and
on

the A/F, 1us itle 446th Group which was following eclocely behind

encountered only mezger and inaccurate fire,

The 453rd Group led the attack on the barshalling Yards wkic
ock place 15 minutes la‘er, and encountered a fairly accu
r

m

predicted concentration. The 3
meager but fairly accurate predictor control fire,

Crows estimated that there were epproximately & guns

target arca,

Several rockets werc secn in the turget area, anc
belicved to have been fired fror a small wood j
the airfield,

+

«
could not be pinpointcd on account of thic weather conditi
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Meager gunfire vas encountered at a few plices on rouie which
es
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Tactical Report of liission, 20 iizr 1944

5« Communications,

a. W/T and R/T channels vere satisfactory with the exception of poor reception
on buse HF/DF channels of two groups. All frequenecics in the 3000-5000 Ke Lind cr
becoming progressively more crowded, "Hindow" was discharged by the lead Combat
Wing and the lead groups of following Combat Viings., PFF (APS-15) aircraft wers
dispatched but bombing was visual, Tvo sets had malfunctions apparcntly duc to
poor pressurization and sutomatic frequency control trouble. Oni indicated a dezd
spot on the scope at 280° to the lubber line,
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» HEADQUARTERS
. STATION 123 " APO 558
OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER - |
| 21 MAY 1944

e

SUBJECT: -2 REPORT, MISSION 20 MAY 44 (nEtms A/n)
T0 s COMMANDING orr'cen, AAF 123, APO 558,

. g 1108
NG E/A OPPOSITION ENCOUNTERED,

2. AA WAS SCATTERED MEAGER AND INACCURATE IN BRUSSELS
"AREA, AND ALSO MEAGER AND INACCURATE IN' TARGET AREA, TWO OF .
OUR A/C SUFFERED MINOR BATTLE DAMAGE.

3, EIGHT S/E AIRCRAFT PARKED NEAR HANGARS AT POIX -
. A/D, AND-AIRFIELD WAS- NOTED NORTH OF NOYON& IT WAS WELL

CAMAOUFLAGED AND THE DISPERSAL AREAS WERE IN GREEN FIELDS,
HOWEVER, NO RUNWAYS'_CO,ULQ BE SEEN. ’ '

~ JBHN H, - DAVIS,
CAPT, AC
GROUP S-2 prrlcsn
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458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 4“5;'2:1 P'\;I:: Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last 3 | RCL | Sgdn Q{Si A/C Name Comments
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D BARTON 43 12 |HENSON L2 |42-110172 172 D z5 8 UNKNOWN 017 NAV - CAMPBELL
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D BRAUER 43 18 42-95165 165 S z5 4 COOKIE
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D BURTIS 43 24 42-51097 097 T J3 5 UNKNOWN 022
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D CRAGUN 43 23 42-95117 117 M v 5 YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D CURTIS 43 10 42-95316 316 N J3 1 PRINCESS PAT
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D DAVIDSON 43 14 42-50320 320 J J4 12 |UNKNOWN 018
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D DAVIS 43 24 42-50279 279 T z5 12 |[ENVY OF 'EM ALL
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D DeNEFFE 43 22 42-95183 183 U J3 5 BRINEY MARLIN
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D GENTRY 43 11 41-29288 288 L J3 20 |BIG-TIME OPERATOR
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D GULICK 43 22 42-95219 219 W v 2 PATCHIE
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D HANSEN 43 1 41-29596 596 R z5 6 HELL'S ANGEL'S ABORT - SORTIE
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D HAYDON 43 1 42-95177 177 S v 7 BO Il
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D McCARTHY 43 1 42-95272 272 K Ja - UNKNOWN 047 *LDF - THOMPSON on FP
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D McCOLLOUGH 43 20 |LaROCHE L1 |42-109812 812 D v 17 |UNKNOWN 016 NAV - SHAMIS
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D MELTON 43 21 42-95159 159 P J3 3 ROUGH RIDERS 11 42-100425 O 7V The Bird on FP
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D NEDROW 43 18 42-94946 946 R v 6 THE CAT'S (ASS)
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D NYMAN 43 17 41-28942 942 U v 1 HEAVENLY BODY
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D OLNEY 43 ABT 41-29359 359 P J3 -- |TAIL WIND ABORT - SEVERE ICING, FROZEN CTRLS IN TURRETS
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D ROBESON 43 25 41-28705 705 H J4 28 |YE OLDE HELLGATE
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D SCHAAF 43 22 42-50314 314 L v 8 ETO PLAYHOUSE
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D SCHULZE 43 22 |HINCKLEY D1 |42-100366 366 B z5 18 |MIZPAH NAV - DALY
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D SHAW, C 43 21 42-95116 116 V) 1 JUNIOR
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D SIMES 43 10 42-95005 005 H z5 8 UNKNOWN 034
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D STOUT 43 8 42-95050 050 J v 8 GAS HOUSE MOUSE
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D TAYLOR, O 43 26 42-100365 365 B v 25 |WOLFGANG (maybe)
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D UMPHREY 43 24 41-29489 489 | J4 4 UNKNOWN 014
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D WATSON 43 23 42-95163 163 K z5 3 DIXIE BELLE
20-May-44 |RHEIMS A/D WELLS 43 24 42-95008 008 R J3 6 UNKNOWN 035
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