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P :-.i’;:_f‘
Primary Targets:

Bohlen 0il Refineries - 96%h and 20th
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Zeitz Cil Refineries = 2nd and l4th Chii's

Secondary Target:
Air Park at Esciiege - All Conmbat V. ings
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was moderate to intense an curate at Bohl Mcierate tec hecvy punfire was
alsc encountered on the ou f Leipzig
terget. Some gunfire was
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fighter opposition seemed re tant to altack
attention on stragglers.
one to anti-aircraft fire.
damaged, Friendly fighter

For the Cemmanding General:
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CEARLES B, WESITOVER,
Colonel GsC,

Chief of Staff.
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min, Dropped

r tarpgete for this mission were Echlen and Zeitz, Germany.

The target at Bohlen was attacked by four Groups bombing by Squadrons and the
attacked by six groups bombing by Squadrons. 9 A/C of one Croup bombed an unkn
was no photo coverage of this bombing Three Squadrons bombed unassigned

gational error and tuo duc to nmistaken identity of the target.

One A/C failed to bomb due to breaking of bomb rack linkage and one A4/C failed
out of formation.
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was encountered at Zeitz.

Al1 Groups of the 96th Win. encountered moderate
predictor control fire at Bohlen. The lead and 1
Wing also encountered mcderate to intent

fire during their bomoing

Intense Heavy Gunfire in the form ixed barrajes was encountered a
Merseburg and Halle., Nov er moderate Heavy Gunfirc was
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Tactical Report of lkission, 12

L., Enemy Aireraft Encounters

a, The lead Group of the leading
FW 190is, 6 - 8 Mo 109's, and

at the IP and follovwed the fcrmat;on on th

although no attacks were made at the time,

King report si

The E/A were
e bomb ru: and
In the

furt about six FW 190's and five le 109's made a cne ; 3 &

through the lead Squadron. The Group flying as the high righv guadrons
on the lead and
but no attacks

furt at /5,’”F “t Lf'an‘ East, and four
of Eohlen at 21,00
report any E/A.

high right Groups of
) £t heading Southwest,

The twelve 4/C of the
second Combat liing si

on the route out tut no a

hours, on
follows:

high while the lle
The 12 A4/C
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COMBAT REPORT FORM (WING)

TARGET

DATE

TIME OF ATTACKS

VICINITY OF ATTACKS

=TS

P
A
G
E
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Attacks from
Above = —-—.—
Level = ——
Below = Maaans

OmHTmHOOR2ECOZC

Destroyed - X
Probable = A
Damaged = O
No Claim - O
Authorized for
reproduction

Authority C.C.

VIII Bomber Command
Sig.

Date
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" ENNES A/D REPARIRED

.

LY <7 DUV
>y

_ * HEADQUARTERS ~ -
" STATION 123 - APO 558 °
OFFICE OF -THE INTELLIGENCE OFF CER

13 MAY 1944 .

- . . . . . ;o

SUBJECT: §-2 REPORT, HISSION 12 uAY 44 (BOHLEH REFINERY)

10 3 COMMANDlNG OFFiCER AAF 123, APO 558,
. : % :

ENEMY AIRCRAFT QPPOSITION
1. NO_E/A OPPOSITION.ENCOUNTERED,

0 ANTISAIRCRAFT FIRE

2. MEAGER, INACCURATE AA OF THE CONT INUOUS FOLLGWING
VARIETY 'WAS ENCOUNTERED AT OSTEND UNDER VISUAL CONDITIONS '
ENROUTE TO TARGET, ~ MODERATE, FAIRLY ACCURATE CF FLAK OF

- THE VISUAL VARJETY -WAS SEEN lT THE TARGET. NO FLAK WAS
.ENCOUNTERED ou ROUTE oUT. . : |

- ggggavﬁjggﬂgj
3. (INEFFECTIVE .SMOKE POTS AT TARGET WERE LIT AFTER
BOMBS WERE DROPPED, CREWS REPORT CEMENT RUNWAYS ON FLOR-

AND ONE TWIN ENGINE E/A SEEN ON THE
RUNWAY, MUCH. SHIPPIHG ACTIVITY WAS NOTED ON THE RHINE

- ABOVE "KOBLENZ,

" JOHN H, DAVIS,
CAPT, 'AC

GROUP S-2 OFFICER
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DNITIALS: :

HEADQUARTEHS DATE

45871 BOMBARDMANT GROUP (H) _
ALP 123 APO 558

office of the Operations Officer

1 May 1944
S UBJECT: statistieal sumsary of Qperations, Missien of 2 12 May 194h.
TO: Commanding officer, 458th Bosbardment Group (H), AAP 123, APO 558.
Acmol...i.l..lncloolctn.m
Be Divigion F'o 0o HOe o ¢ ¢ 0 0 0 0600 8¢ 060293
Co mwcﬁﬂ“iaﬂ.-.........-..-ﬂwk’&k
De WMMW&...-....;-...MW&!M
Refinery.
Es N’GMMM-...-.......:....N
Fe Mcmmm....-g.....;-....ﬂ
Ge Dortles ¢ o ¢ ¢ 0o 0 0 6 ¢ 0 00 o ltoauo.as'
He Uﬂ‘.‘bw.ooiouclaocq-ntocﬂ
Te ‘I’ﬁm&tm.q--otcoont.-o-"
Je A/C Attacking - Primary Targets « « « « o+ o o o 20 }0 X 100 GP
1 36 x 100 cP (4 bombs hung)
e A/C A ttacking - Secondary TErget o« « o ¢ o ¢ » Hil
Le Mcﬁtm'm“”mmaootlttm
M. A/C Attacking - Opportunity Targete » ¢ « « » o Nil
R' ‘/QM'Motnato.-I-t-oottm
O A/Ghltvmwyn..-...'...- o Wil
Pe UQM.‘/L ¢ 8 @8 ® @ iiltt..lt.ml
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: et
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SECRET
SECRET
AADQ T ARTERS sorh__(0 6K o/~

458TH BOMBARD.i 9T GHOUP (H) INITIALS
AAF 123 APO 558 DATE : =

15 day 1544.
S UBJECT: Report of the Operations Officer, Mission of i2 lay 1944.

T 0: Comaunding Cfficer, 450th Bombardument Group (H).

- AL =

1. General Narrative - See the snclosed Command rilot's Heport.

1

2. Alreraft Not Attacking - Twenty eight (28) sireraft took off in
t he fosmalion shown in the enclosed formstion diagra i Two(@) aireraft,
4 2-100365 and 42-50320, left the formation before becoming dispatehed.
Thus, twenty six (20) aireralt were dispatcned.

3. Of the twenty six (2() aireraft dispatcned, one airereft turned
b ask before reeciing vhe eremy ccast and withowu being alticked, Thus,
t wenty five (25) aircraft recsived sortie credit. 4/C 41-293CC.

e T B R

4. Of the twenty five (25) aireraft rsceiving sori.s eradit, four

(4) alreraft, 41-29303, 31-23735, 41-2934<, 42-95018, turaed back before
r saching tne target. All four iircraft crossed ths eusny ccast, but

d id not attack. Thus, twenty one (21) aircraft are erz.ited with an
attack,

5. Of tne twanty one (21) airera®t attacking, all drcpped bombz un
tie primary targ=t, the Tohlen syatnstic oll refinsry,.

6., A detailsd deseription of raasons for failus

in the enclosed report on airera®t not attaciking.

7. Lost Aireraft - None of our aircrafi were lost.

v / 5 L
/.C.a.t,‘;,t_ ey . QM*({,

o LUVLL

Capt, AC
Asst Gp Cpoa Officcr

SECRET
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HEEDQURRTERS
58TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Offioe of the Group Operations Officer
AAF 123 APO 558

1 ay 1944
SUBJECT: Oocmmand Pilot's Narrative, Miosion of 12 May 194i.

TO : Cemmanding Offiecer, 453th Bombardment Group (II)
AAF 123, APO 558

Take off and assembly was normal., We wers three (3) minutes late de-
parting the English eocast and six (6) minutes late erossing the enemy ecoast
due to our pesitien in the fermation with respeet te the Forts (which were
also late)., We eontinually "essed” all alemg the route, maintaining an in-
dieate d airspeed of 155 MPH, in order to stay behind the Forts.

No flak was ensountered, nor were mny enemy fighters over the entire
briefed route to the target or on the way homes., However, there were a few
burst of flak—-meafer and inaccurate--over the target area with me resulting
damage to our aireraft. Nisibility in the target area was very low due to
a thiek haze. There were me eclouds.

The pilotage navigator and bombardier were unable to defimitely ses the
target until we were very close to it, st which time we found ourselves to
the le ft of course. This necessitated a turn of about 30° $o eome onto the
target. The bombardier had between 20 to 30 seecnds to synchronize after we
turned onto the target, therefore, we had a poor run and our bombe fell short.

A sharp left turn was made tem (10) seeonds after "boambs away® and we
followed the briefed sourse to our Rally Point, We were unable to effect a
rendezvous with the lead Group. However, we saw D-24's and B-17's twenty te
thirty miles away, heeding toward home, whieh ultimately turned out to be
the Seeond Combat Wing.

We follewed the B-24's and B-17's slightly to the right of our briefed
course in order ot interecept and effect remdezvous with uniis ahead at the
next turm,

We avoided the flak area at Koblentz--rendezvous was made with other
units south of Koblentz, and followed the brief=¢ route home, The route was
very well planned and briefed, and it is believed that all uniis of this
Divisi en adhered strietly to the briefed plan enmoute to the target,

A B Ml
JAMES H. ISBELL g
Colenel, Air Corps
Command Pilot

SECHRET
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458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 4“5;'2:1 P'\;I:: Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last 3 | RCL | Sgdn Q{Si A/C Name Comments
12-May-44 |BOHLEN ANDREW 40 15 41-28733 733 P J4 26 |RHAPSODY IN JUNK
12-May-44 |BOHLEN BARTON 40 11 42-110172 172 D z5 6 UNKNOWN 017 FLEW WITH 467TH
12-May-44 |BOHLEN BRUDOS 40 22 42-95120 120 M J3 3 HOOKEM COW / BETTY
12-May-44 |BOHLEN BURTIS 40 22 42-51097 097 T J3 2 UNKNOWN 022
12-May-44 |BOHLEN CLARK 40 17 |MOORE L |42-100408 408 D Ja 17 |BEASTFACE
12-May-44 |BOHLEN CRAGUN 40 21 42-95117 117 M v 3 YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU
12-May-44 |BOHLEN CURTIS 40 7 42-95018 018 J z5 9 OLD DOC'S YACHT ABORT - SORTIE FLAK HIT NOSE KNOCK OUT OXY
12-May-44 |BOHLEN DAVIDSON 40 ABT 42-50320 320 J Ja - UNKNOWN 018 ABORT - BOMBARDIER SEVERE TOOTH ACHE
12-May-44 |BOHLEN DAVIS 40 22 42-50279 279 T z5 10 |ENVY OF 'EM ALL FLEW WITH 467TH
12-May-44 |BOHLEN GAINES 40 19 41-28735 735 S J4 23 |UNKNOWN 005
12-May-44 |BOHLEN GENTRY 40 8 41-29288 288 L J3 17 |BIG-TIME OPERATOR
12-May-44 |BOHLEN McCOLLOUGH 40 18 41-29303 303 H z5 26 |LIBERTY LIB
12-May-44 |BOHLEN MELTON 40 19 41-28719 719 Q J3 23 |PADDLEFOOT
12-May-44 |BOHLEN NEDROW 40 16 42-94946 946 R v 4 THE CAT'S (ASS)
12-May-44 |Bohlen O'Neill, Frederick M 40 ACC 41-28671 671 K J4 - Unknown 001 Takeoff Accident Norwich
12-May-44 |BOHLEN ROBESON 40 24 41-29489 489 | J4 2 UNKNOWN 014
12-May-44 |BOHLEN ROUBAL 40 22 42-100311 311 A v 21 |YOKUM BOY
12-May-44 |BOHLEN SCHAAF 40 20 42-50314 314 L v 6 ETO PLAYHOUSE (M/F)?
12-May-44 |BOHLEN SHAW, C 40 ABT 42-100341 341 A Ja - SATAN'S MATE ABORT - LATE T/O CNF (OPS RPT SHOWS 41-29300)
12-May-44 |BOHLEN SLATON 40 13 42-100407 407 A J3 15 |LITTLE LAMBSY DIVEY
12-May-44 |BOHLEN STEWART 40 21 42-7516 516 K J3 9 GATOR (M/F)?
12-May-44 |BOHLEN STILSON 40 16 42-95165 165 S z5 2 COOKIE
12-May-44 |BOHLEN TOOMAN 40 14 |O'NEILL L |42-100431 431 B J4 19 |BOMB-AH-DEAR
12-May-44 |BOHLEN UMPHREY 40 22 42-95183 183 o] J4 2 BRINEY MARLIN
12-May-44 |BOHLEN VOGEL 40 20 41-29342 342 S J3 20 |ROUGH RIDERS ABORT - SORTIE TURN BACK W/ENG TRBL LAND MANSTON
12-May-44 |BOHLEN WEBER 40 ABT 42-100365 365 B v --  |WOLFGANG (maybe) ABORT - #4 SUPER CHG TROUBLE
12-May-44 |BOHLEN WELLS 40 22 42-95008 008 R J3 4 UNKNOWN 035
12-May-44 |BOHLEN WHITLOW 40 17 |OLLUM L |42-100433 433 B J3 20 |BIG DICK HARD TO HIT
12-May-44 |BOHLEN ZIMMERMAN 40 15 42-95177 177 S v 5 BO Il M/F?
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