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: y sl 0.
: 2d Bomb Di
HEADQUARTERS 2d BOMBARDMENT DIVISION : Initial
AAF 147 APO 558 t Dute (2
tt 11
11 Mey 1944

SUBJECT: Tactical Report of Mission, 20 April 1944
TO t Commanding General, Eighth Air Force, AAF 101, APO 634,
1, Data,
a.,. Date of Mission - 20 April 1944
b, Primary Target -

20th Combat Wiing
93rd Bomb Group - Yvrench/Bois
446th Bomb Group - Flexecourt/Domart
44Eth Bomb Group - Bonnieres

96th Combat Wing = Sirucourt
2nd Combat Wing - Wizernes
14th Combat Wing - Mimoyecquee
Secondary Target - None
. Last Resort Target = None

Units Participating = 20th CEW (93rd, 446th, 448th BG)
96th CBW (458th, 467th, 4c€th BG)
2nd CBW (453rd, 445th, 389th EG)
14th CBW (392nd, 44th BG)

2, Narrative

&. Four Combat Wings dispatched 212 aircraft from eleven Groups to
attack the Nobull targets at Yvrench/Bois Carre, Flexecourt/Domart, Bonnicres,
Siracourt, Wizernes and Marquis-Mimoyecque. Excellent fighter support w.c
given by five Groups of P-47's and two Groups of P=38's,

b. Assemblies were accorplished witlout incident and the routes to
and from the target were flown as bricfed,

¢. The 2nd Comb:t %ing attacked Wizernes with fuir results; one
Squadron of the 453rd Bomb Group was unable to pick up the target and did not
bomb, Clouds in the target arca at Siracourt prevented the 96th Combat ' ing
from bombing and one Squadron dropped on Isbergues, believing it to be Sira-
court, with poor results, The 14th Combut Wing found its target, Marquis-
Mimoyecque, completely covered by cloud and did not bomb, One Squadron of the
392nd Group picked up the target through a small opening and tombed with
unobserved results. Bonnicres, the target of the 445th Bomb Group, was cloud
covered and only two flights could bomb, results being poor. The 93rd Bomb
Group attacked Yvrench/Bois Carre with poor results, The 446th Group attacked
Flexecourt with fair results.

SmHMHOODOMP>PCOZC

d., Flak was mcderate to intense and accurate in the target area and
accounted for our two losses, There were no enemy aireraft attacks.

Fur the Co.wcnding Ganerals

———

T

T4
. Lok Lf ¥
CHARLES E, WESTOVER
Colonel GSC
Cilef of Staff
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Tactical Report of hiissic1, 20 £pril 1944

2+ bombing,

GROUP

DIRECT LEiwsTH
OF RUU OF k™ _ ALTITUDE

93

40 secs,
2
20
2A secs, : GO 1903
1 tin, 20,000 £ 1904
i, min, 18,500 ft 1900
« min, 21,000 ft 1902

1 1in, 19,000 1905

Ca

be

—

The assigned prirmauy tarsets for this visual mission were Flixicourt, ¥vrench/Ecis, Ponnicres, Biracourt, ilizernes,
end Marquis,

Yvrench/Bois wer attacked by one Group in four elements, the first clement making two runs, Flixicourt was attecked in
four elements, the fiist clement making three runs due to cloud. Bonnicres was attacked by two elements of one Group,
Isbergues wee cvvazked because of faulty target identification. Two Groups and one Squadron attacked izernes, One
Squalri. ™aue *wo ~ung and attacked Harquis,

Two Growps 1id no* bab due to clouds. One Squadron wmas off course and did not bomb., One flight failed to bomb because
the lecad wes shot down and another flight failed to bomb due to clouds, One flight leader had his bombsight freeze and
dropped on a preceling flight,
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Tactical Repurt of Mission, 20 iAyril 1944

3. fnti-4 reraft Fire,

leager to moderate and accurate predictor control fire wus encoun-
tered at T-rget Noc. 39.

No L wee encountered at Target No. 85,

Heuger to rmoderate and accurate predictor control fire was encoun-
tered at T.rget No, 36.

Moderate and accurate predictor cc .irol fire was encountered ut
Turget No, 7. Gunfire was encountered almost continuously from
4bbeville to the target,

loderate und acecurate predictor control fire was encountered at
Target No, 5.

Moderate to intense and accurate predictor control fire was encoun~
tered at T.aget lo. 9.

licderate and accurate gunfire was aleso encountered at .lbbeville,
Oisemont, Dieppe, Neufchstel, irions, St. Ouen und C lais, Rockotc
leaving emoke trails were scen at Lc Treport,

Oue 4/C was shot dowm near St, Oucn at 19,000 ft, and the other
issing ../C is belicved to have been shot down at Si, Ouer at
approxinately 19,000 ft.
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Tectical Report of Mincion, 20 April 1U44

5.

a. Transmission and reception on both 4i/T and R/T channels was sutis=

factory, with only slight interference reported, Railing type

jamming on GEE was encountered from cnemy coast in to turget arca
and return,
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SUBJECT: &tatistical Swomary

T

8AEREZT SECRRT
AUTH:
HEADUARTRAS INITIALG
458TH BOMBARUMENT GROUF (H) i
AAF 123 APC 558

6ffieo of the Operations 0fficer

Gommanding 0fficer,

21 April 1%44.

of Operations, Missim of 20 April 1%44.

458%h Bombardment Group (H), AAF 123, AP0 9558.
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ARGHIVES.

Hission # 36

FORMATION PLAN R0 April 1944

!uf—&nHOGG-RC ENMUSER
& K=21 ; 366 B

49 .
K-21 3 357 D CLAGGRTT-HENSLER
K-215 311 &

J

T:XE OFF O RUIWAY # 23

357-12
404-3 5

4, 276~4% 13, 273-45
311-23 5, 14, 735-47
441-14¢ 6, 352-33 15,

7. 721-43
303-28 3,

365-25 9,




458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 4'32:1 ':/IIISC: Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last 3 | RCL | Sgdn Q{S‘g A/C Name Comments
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT BURTIS 24 13 42-52441 441 | J3 17 |LAST CARD LOUIE
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT CLAGGETT 24 6 HENSLER L2 |42-100311 311 A % 13 |YOKUM BOY
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT CLARK 24 10 41-29273 273 Q Ja 20 |FLAK MAGNET
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT COMBS 24 9 HENSON D1 |42-100357 357 D z5 9 VALE OREGAN JOHNSON (LEAD NAV?)
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT CRAGUN 24 11 41-29352 352 K v 14 |WOLVE'S LAIR
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT GAINES 24 11 41-28735 735 S J4 12 |UNKNOWN 005
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT GULICK 24 10 41-29340 340 N v 7 YANKEE BUZZ BOMB
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT MANKER 24 11 41-29276 276 T Ja 9 URGIN VIRGIN/The ROTTEN SOCK
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT NEDROW 24 7 41-29303 303 H z5 17 |LIBERTY LIB
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT OLNEY 24 5 41-29359 359 J J3 16 |TAIL WIND
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT SHAW, C 24 11 41-28721 721 L Ja 16 |DOWNWIND LEG
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT STILSON 24 11 42-52404 404 Q z5 11 |BELLE OF BOSTON
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT VOGEL 24 14 41-29342 342 S J3 7 ROUGH RIDERS
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT WEBER 24 10 |FREEMAN D2 |42-100365 365 B v 14 |WOLFGANG (maybe)
20-Apr-44 |SIRACOURT WOODWARD 24 10 |HOGG L1 |42-100366 366 B z5 11 |MIZPAH ROGENMUSER (LEAD NAV)
Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, Z5-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/16/2014






