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SECREZD t3ECRET
t By uuth of 3G
HEADQUARTERS 2d BOMBARIMENT DIVISIQN : 2d Bomb Div
AAF 147 APO 553 Initials
: Date_ /2 Nfet ‘/‘?
TRETEL &

11 May 1944
Tactical Report of Mission, 18 April 1944.

Commanding General, Eighth Air Force, asF 101, APO 634.

1, Data,
Date of Mission - 13 aApril 1944.
Primary Targets -

ljth and 96th Combat Wings - Brandenburg - Visual,
2nd and 20th Caabat Wings - Ruthenow - Visual,

Becondary Target -

All Combat Wings - Berlin - Center of City - PFF.

Last Resort Target -

Brandenburg - PFF,.

Units Participuting

"A" - 1lhith
96th 58th, L67th 5G).

CB1
coi
2ud CEW (L,."L ‘v}.. .l,l_;."d :_.G‘c
20th CBi (44bth, 93rd LG).

5 99"a. Lth BG),

96th Cbd (Lb6th, L67th 3G).
2nd CuW (389th, 453rd BG).

20th CB¥ (L448th, 93rd BC).
2+ Narrative,

as Eleven Groups from four Combat Wiugs ‘isl atched 272 aireraft to
visually attack targets at Brandenbvse i Bathenow vg Germuny. Fighter escort
was provided by three Groups of P-4is, thrce Groups of F-5ls, and two Jqua-~
drons of RaF Mustangs,

De assemblies wure accomplished without ineident and the Division
departed the English coast on tiwme and on c ur.;-_. Routus and times to the
Coambat Wing IP were flown us briefed, und the Division wis iu good ordere
after uncovering at the Cambat Jing Ip, :&..Ll sroups uoticed a eloud bank in
the target area at their zltitude, but could sce the tar o plainly and
belicved they would be alls to bamb before the clouds irtorfered, The 20th
2nd 2nd Combat Wings, baubing Rathenow the northern target, were able to
drop before hitting the cloud deck, und by muking a sharp Surn immediately
after bambing were able to rally propesly. Tho 1hth and 96th Combat Wings,
assigned to Brandenlr; the southern taviot, wers cnrulfed in elouds ApProxie
mutely one minute before "baubs away", =nd both Wings split upe. Some pilots
report being on instruments for over five minutes before coming out of this
cloud bank, The Groups reformed and picked up targets of opportunity on
the return route,

¢e The 20th 2nd 2nd udnl it Wings, with the exe: ption of the .4.’..61',1.
Grouj :'...J one Squadren of the 339th Group, baabed Rathenow with fair results,

The 4hbth Group and onc Squadron of the 3);tl. Group could not pick up the
primary because of clouds and contrails and baubed Doberitz with poor
results, The heavy cloud layer over the tarpget prevented the bulk of the
l4th and 96th Combat Wings fraa baasbing, The 467th Bomb Group and one
Squadron of the 466th Lanb Group attacked the target with unobserved results,
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Tactical Report of Mission, 18 April 1944 (eont'd)

usinz ¢heck points prior to the target in caleulating releasec point, The
renaining Groups attacked tarsets of opportunity at Salzenedel, Wittcnberg,
Salten, Cuxhaven and Rathenow with fair results.

d, Flak was meager to moderate and inaccurate enroute with moderatc
and accurste gunfire in the target areca. Fighter support wus excellent and
only seven enemy fighters were seen. Two aireraft were lost to unknowmn
causes and there were no clains,

For the Cammanding General:

Chivf uf 3taff
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Tectical Bombing Report oi Mission, 18 april 1944

PIRECT LeaiUIH

TIi:.E OF FLEY ARUTO FLEW RINGE &
GROUFP OF R OF A1 TUDE RELE

b PILOT MLNULL DEFELCT
win, 23,000 1458 X 3
nin, 22,000 1500 - X 2

466 1502
467 180

0
3
n

W A

uin, 23,000 1500

mir, ] 1501 X

1ec, <0,00C 1505

Miie X0 f 1455

mii, ) 1456

min, : ) 1504 X
CUXH.VEN

445
453
44,
93
448

s
NG W
(SIS S SN
A N R

HOWoD

N
(-

392
446

389
SLLZVEDEL #/Y
458 2 ) X

S
WiTIELEURGE

XHLY
X

DOBERITZ
X

o

458 nin,
SalTalU

1in, 20,00 1548 X

oe The assigned =~vimaxy tergets for this visual mission were Rathenow and Brundenburg,

b. Branderburg ma. atlacked by & Group and one Squadron. Rathenow was attacked by four Groups and by two Sjundrons. One Group
attacked Cumuaven rnd various other targets of opportunity due to weather conditions at the primary. Another Group attacked
Rathenow anl targets of opportunity due to weather conditions at their primary of Brindenburz, Doleritz wue cttociica vy a
Group: nd a S[quedre. tk .t cncountered clouds at the primary. Ome Group attacked %ittenburge and various other targets of
opporturit— wae te -indercast at the primary, Saltau was also attacked by a Syuadron thut could not bomb the primary because

of clouds,

2 L/C failad to bor b dve to battle damage. L deputy lead 5/C that had tuken over the lead had the bombsight freeze during the
last 30 sec, of the rur and bombing was accomplished by a fixed angle approximation, One 4L/C had an accidental release when
boab donrs -ere opened. SECRET ”
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SECREZD
Tactioal Report of Mission, 13 April 1944

3. anti-Alrcraft Fire,

ae (1) Neither the 448th Group nor the 93rd Group encountered any Ai
fire at Rathenow, btut the L46th Group encountered meager 2
fairly accurate predictor control fire during thelr baabing
run, Four red parachute flares werc seen in the target arca.

Neither the 44j5th Group nor the 453rd Group encountered any
AL fire at Rathenow, but the 389th Group encountcred very
meager and inaccurcte gunfire during their banbing rui.

Neither the 392nd Group nor the 44th Group encountered any i
fire at Rathenow,

The L66th Group encounterod moderate and fuirly accuratc Zun-
fire at Braondenburg which sppeared to cammence in the form

of a predictcd concentration and then continued in the fom
of a fixed barrage. The 467th Group made their tmbing run at
the same tine and were not engaged. The 453th Group were
engaged by both predictor control fire and 2lso a fixed
barrage of fair accuracy.

Various types of rockets were seen at both targets, and scures
erow flares were secn at Werben,

Loderate gunfirc was encountered on route at Cuxhaven, Nordholz
&/F, Luveek, Mcldorf, Stade, Jesermunde, Itzehoe, Ncuhaus and
Wonzendorf &/F.

Meager cunfire was encountered on route at Luchow, Elmshorn
and fram ships between Schurhorn and Hellgoland,

" " T
Balloons were seen at Wittenberge (53°00'N 11745'E).

FPhenomena,

(1) it Cuxhaven aa fire bursts wers seen which emitted red
which appeared to burst again,

UmHTMHLuOuPCrQzc
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Tactical Report of Mission, 18 ipril 1944

5+ Cgmunications.

2, Channelse

(1) W/T and VEF R/T channels werc satisfactory. 3come interference
was experienced on the Division W/T channcl,

Navigational iids,

(1) GEE operated satisfactorily. Jamming was expericuced from
eneny coast inlande 8ix A&/C obtained seven fixes fron assigned
MF D/F scction,

Equipnent Failurcs and Performnance.

(l\ Equipuent reported uuservicoable in part or in whole was the
following: VHF (8), Caumund set R/T IF (2), Linison /T (5),
Interphone (31), Compass (3), GEZ (2).

Radar and Radio Countermcasures,

(1) " All 4/C carricd 480 uuits of "Window" chaff for discharing in
target arco,

Pathfinder Equipnent and Perforiances

(1) HZX equipped A/C froa 564 3qdn were assigned to fly as followss
two with the 445tk 3G, two with the 392ud 3G, two with the
453th D8, uud one with the 446th [Ga Landiiarks were rec gnizable

¥

with fair to excclleut recognitiou, DBonbing was done visuallye

I
S
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EECREZ
SECRET

HEADQUARTERS AUTH ( _fé ﬁg%é&
458TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) IHITIALS !
AAF 123 APO 558 BATE /2 %
0ffice of the Operations Officer

19 April 1944,
SUBJECTs Statistical Summary of Opserstions, Mission of 18 April 1944,

104 Commanding 0fficer, 458th Bombardment Group (H).

&.Group‘.....‘.....c....458

B. Divisdew Fu0, WMo, . ¢« . . . 2 « 5, . , 563

C. Date of i’p,rﬂti@nﬁn O R IR e L | ! Apl'il 1944
D. Ordered Primary Targets . . + + + + . . Brandenburg - Arede A/C Factory
E. A/GTaking()ff.....&........38

¥, A/GDiap&tchOd.........,...25
G.Snﬂio'on;noonuo--.-.ooz4

B KOAMRAERE « v 4« « % o a5 55 o X8

b o} A/CNOtAtt&CkinEQaqnoccQooo 6

J. A/C Attacking ~ Primary Target. . . . . Nil

K. A/C Attacking -~ Secomdary Target. . . . Nil

L. A/G attacking - Last Resort Target. . . Nil

22 1 ~ Potrau 40 X 100 6P
1 = Albersdortf 40 X 100 GP
7 - Bittenberge 280-Xi100.0P
2 « Brandenberg 80 X 100 GP
1 - Garlstorf 40 X 100 GP
1 ~ Kellehne 40 X 100 GP
2 ~ Havelburg 86 X 100 @P

M. A/G Attacking - Opportunity Target.

1l - Ahrensburg 40 X 100 @GP
2 = Salsgwedsl 80 X 100 GP
1 - Luckenwalde 40 X 100 GP
1 = Friesack 40 X 100 GP
1 = Worbig 40 X 100 GP
1l « Unidentified 40 X 100 GP

N- MCLQ't“Flakonnooo..c-nonoNil

O, A/C Lost = Flak and B/A « « « o « + o o Nil

P, 1"/GLQ't”E/AG‘Ooc.otﬂn.‘oNil

Qe A/C Lost = Aceldent o » , « « « o« « o » Nil

Re A/c LO’t - c&uﬁa Unkﬂowno @ een K. 1

~ 184 L%, A
Group Statistical Officer



16 April 1944
EFF - Fsiling - Lawrence

- Freeman - Lans

e Cullough
2

K21~ X 3




458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 4'3'3:1 ':/IIISC: Cmd Pilot Ld [Serial Last 3 | RCL | Sgdn Q{S‘g A/C Name Comments
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG ALVESTAD 22 10 41-28706 706 F J4 8 DREAM BOAT/SPARE PARTS
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG BRAUER 22 12 41-28682 682 | z5 17 |UNKNOWN 003
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG BRUDOS 22 13 42-110059 059 E J3 6 UNKNOWN 056
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG BURTIS 22 11 41-29359 359 J J3 14 |TAIL WIND
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG CLAGGETT 22 5 42-100311 311 A v 11 |YOKUM BOY
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG COMBS 22 8 HENSON L |42-100341 341 A J4 10 |SATAN'S MATE LtCol HOGG also listed
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG DAVIDSON 22 7 41-28735 735 S J4 11 |UNKNOWN 005
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG DAVIS 22 11 41-29340 340 N v 5 YANKEE BUZZ BOMB
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG DeNEFFE 22 10 41-29300 300 M J4 17 |LORELEI
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG GOLDSMITH 22 9 41-28738 738 o z5 8 MEAT AROUND THE CORNER
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG KINGSLEY 22 6 41-29305 305 N z5 10 |I'LL BE BACK/HYPOCHONDRIAC
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG MANKER 22 10 41-28733 733 P J4 15 |RHAPSODY IN JUNK
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG McCOLLOUGH 22 9 41-29352 352 K v 12 |WOLVE'S LAIR
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG MELTON 22 12 41-28719 719 Q J3 13 |PADDLEFOOT
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG NEDROW 22 5 41-29302 302 P v 11  |NOKKISH
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG NYMAN 22 6 41-28709 709 I v 10 |LUCKY STRIKE
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG ROBESON 22 14 41-28705 705 H J4 16 |YE OLDE HELLGATE
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG ROUBAL 22 14 41-29303 303 H z5 15 |LIBERTY LIB
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG SCHULZE 22 14 42-52335 335 R z5 18 |ADMIRABLE LITTLE CHARACTER
18-Apr-44 |BRANDENBURG SCHUMAN 22 FTR L2 |42-52382 382 A v 18 |WURF'LESS SHOT DOWN FIGHTERS
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG SPAVEN 22 10 41-28721 721 L J4 14 | DOWNWIND LEG
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG STEWART 22 11 41-29342 342 S J3 5 ROUGH RIDERS
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG STILSON 22 9 42-52404 404 Q z5 9 BELLE OF BOSTON
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG TAYLOR, O 22 13 41-28718 718 M v 19 |BO
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG UMPHREY 22 14 41-29273 273 Q J4 18 |FLAK MAGNET
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG WELLS 22 11 42-52441 441 | J3 15 |LAST CARD LOUIE
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG WOODWARD 22 9 HINCKLEY D2 |42-100366 366 B z5 10 |MIZPAH
18-Apr-44 | BRANDENBURG ZIMMERMAN 22 6 42-52457 457 Q v 13  |FINAL APPROACH
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