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HEADQUAKTERS ~d BOMBAKDMENT DIVISION ¢ Initials &
AAF 147 APO 558 s Date /1, (TR

80 B R 3 3 L 2 LS

26 April 1944
SUBJECTs Tuctical Report of Missions, 10 April 1944,

TO t Commanding Goneral, Eighth Air Force, AAF 101, APO 634

1. Data.

a., Date of Missions - 10 April 1944
b, Primary Targets -

96th Conbut Wing = Buouryes Airdrome and Airerufi Factory
20th Combat Wing = Bourges Airdrome and Airereft Factory
2nd Cowlat Wing = Tours = Aireraft Repair Works
14th Combat Wing = lMaruuis-Minoyescque = Noball,

Secondary Tergets =

96th Conmtat Wing = Avora Airdromc
<Cth Combat Wing = Avord Airdrome
~nd Combat Wing = Orleans/bricy Airdroie

Lust Resort Targets ~ None

Unite Participating = 96th CBU (45sth, 466th, 467th BG)
20th CBW (448th, 93rd, 446th BG)
2nd CBW (453rd, 445th, 389th BG)
L4th OB (592nd BG)

rnHTZH

Narrutive,

(Two missions werc planned for thic Division = orne against aireruft

installutione at’ Bourpes/Tours and one against the Hoball targct -
llerquis-Minoyeseque,)

P
A
G
E

Miccion fyrainct Boursog/Tours

Vol o

8¢ A Tack Foree, consieting of 238 aircraft from three Combat Wings,
were diepatched to attuck the Bourges aireraft factory and nirdrome and the
aircraft repair works at Tourc. Two Groups of P=47's tcre assigned us
fighter support,

b, Wing assemblies were accorplished without inecident, but while
S-ing to lose time the 445th becamc detached from the 2nd Combat wing and
flew with the 20th Comblct Ving, The Divigion aesw bly from splasher 9 to
Sclsey Bill was not accomplished as planned, The 96th Combat Wius, leading
the Divirlon, departcd the English coust two miruteos early und was immediate=
1y forced to alter course duc to the fact that the 2nd Combat Win: wae
approaching from the left on a collision course, The $6th Gumbat Wiy took
up a pogition to the rear and left of the 2nd Cowbat Wiigge Tio 20th Combat
Wiing had meanwhile crossed the conct shead of time and was in front and to
the left of the 96th Cuwbut Wing, On reaching the Fremeh cocct, the 2nd
Combzt Wing turned on its scparate bricfed route and the 20th and 96t} Combat
Wings on their route, At the turn, prior to the IP, the 20th and 96th Couzbat
Wings were flying abreast., The Wing Communders made contact over VHF*, and
it was decided to let the 20th Wing go into the target firet since they were
on the inside of the turn, This mencuver wae well exceuted and the units
proceeded to the target, The return route wae es briefed,

OmHTmHN0>COZ2C

cs Thoe 96th and 20th Combat Wiugs with the 445th Eurb Group attacked
the Bourges factory and airdrome with fair to good.resultp, The prigary
target. of the 2nd Cumbet Wing was overcast, and the second Squadrons of both
the 453rd and 389th bombe?! Ruiwrantin airdrome with fair resulte, Tiso lead
Squadrons bombed the sccondary, the Orleans/Bricy eirdrome, with good results,
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Tactical Report of Micssions, 10 April 1 # Continued

d., Flak was meager and inaccurate enroute with moderate and accurate
gunfire in the target area, Fiftcen to twenty FW 190's attacked one Group,
but were quickly dispersed by our good fighter cover, Our logses arc onc air-
craft to enemy fighters, six enemy aireraft arc claimed to be destroyed,

Mission Against Marguis/Minoyesegue

a, The 3Y2nd Bomb Group of the l4th Combat Wing dirpatc?cd nine air-
erart, tocether with six G=H ships, to attack the Noball turzct at Merquise
Minoyesecque, One Group of P-3o's provided closc support,

b, Asscmbilies were ragged due to hasty briefing and late take=offs;.
Tvo Ge=H Shipe mude up the first elemert, the folloviny four elevwents consist-
iug of two to three aircraft per flight, Unlts flew thc briefed course to the
target, The Group riturucd to base as bricfed,

¢, The firet elencnt did not boiil. duc to ¢ ,hJ function of the bomb=
bay doors on the lead G~H ship, The follouin; four .lameats nll reoport excel-
lent bomb rune with all equipment functioning ;zo eriy. Rocults were unobser-
ved due to 8 - 10/10 undcrcust,

d., Flek slong the rontc aud iu the turg.t urea was meager and inace
curate, Fighter cover wae excellnt and no encrny eirerrfi were seen, Threre
were o losses or claims,

For tl.c Comandin: Generals

E’n (A n ';. \gs.é!)},‘-'. ,‘
CHARLES B, WESTOVER

Colonal GSC
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TACTICLL BOEBING LISSION REPORT = 10 April 1944

DIk, GF LELGTH TLE CF  FLEW AUTO- FLZu RS & Whia 4/C

GROUP RU:! CF RUI _ ALTITUDE  REIDWSD PILOT Sua)_ DEFLLC,  RuHE F o 99
BOURGES_A/D i

448 53° 2, rin, 15,000¢ 1012 X 2 2 26

446 500 3 rin. 14,000! 1013 X 2 2 28

93 30° 1 min, 15,500¢ 014 X 2 2 23

458 35° 1 min, 15,000° 1014 X 2 . 20

L67 ¢ & 58 30 scec, 15,000 1015 L 2 2 26

466 61° 30 sce., 14,0000 1016 X 2 2 22

445 20° 1; min,  16,000! 1050 X 1 1 13
RO i 71 4/D

453 56° 30 sce., 12,700! 1941 X 1 1

3¢9 350° 3 min, 9,500! 1042 X 1 1 12
Cilliuy:S/LRICY

453 30° 2 nin, 12,000t 1055 X 1 1 n

389 45° 2 pin, 11,000 1057 i 1 1 14
HOEALL HO. 3

352 €90 § mnin, 23,000' 0927 X DROPZED C.I leAD FFF 5 # 4 oF

SkiPs
1, The prirmary tergete for this mission wero Tours Aircrore, Lourges Airdrore and ictull #5., Tours Airdrone

2.

3.

'

was not attackcd due to an undercust and the sccondery tarcet at Orleans/Pricy and a tarzet of opportunity
at Romarantin were attacked instcead,

Bourges Airdrome vas attacked by seven groune. Orleans/Ericy and Romarantin airdrome ere sach attecked

by tio squadrons. The second pquadron of the lead group heading for Orleans/Eriey attuckod Roraruntin
Adrdrome because the Fombardier misunderstood the Command Pilot's order not to bomb, Tha Bombardier of

the second squadron of the second group attacked Romarantin Airdrome, thinking it was ths sscondary.

lloball Ho. 5 was attacked ty 5 aircraft plus 4 PFF aireraft through 10/10 undercast. Borbing vas to be

done by 3 ship elements with a special aircraft leading cach element, but 5 aireraft retirmed to base

and 2 aircraft did not bomb following a FFF aircraft vhich had a bomb bay door malfunction, Another special
aircraft failed to bemb because it was flying with the preceding element which did not bomb,

Cne sguadron et Bourges did ncot bomb because on the run another squadron was underncath them, 5 aireraft
failed to bomb due to rack malfunctions. DBourges Adrdranc was attacked with fair results,
SECRET
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Tactical Report of Liscion, 10 April 1944

3., Anti-Alrererft Fire,

e No AL fire uwsc encountered at Bourges, Orleans/Bricy or Romorantin,
Meager and very liwccurute Gunfire was encountered at "Noball"Ho. 5.

b, Memger Guntirc was encountercd on route

at Le Hovre, Tours, Blols and
Charircs,
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Tactical Report of Mission, 10 April 194<4.

L. Enemy Aireraft Encounterg,

a, The 96th Combat Wing did not eacsu.ter any E/A durin, this miecion,

b. The 20th Cumbet Wing sightcd only one E/A, This was reported vs an
Mo 410 end was seen ncer St, Julien on the way in to the target,

The only nttacks and cneounters experienced by the Divicion were
those dircctcd against one Group of the 2nd Combat Wing., One Group
experienced aggressive attacks in the crea Northwest of Chartres by
some 25 FW 190's and Me 109's, [V 190's were predominating, They
were colored cilver, greyish blue and dark green, The attacks oc-
curred after bombs uway, Groups of three or four E/A would come in
toward rear position, low, from out of sun, In nany cases deception
was practiced with two E/A breaking cff and the remaining E/A press-
ing home the atteck, Neerly 111 atiacks verce dirceted toward rear
pogitions generally low, tuking best advent.ge of the sun, The eneny
oxpleited a slight break in our fighter cuver, but cur fighters res-
ponded quickly and drove off the attacking plence,

It i cstimeted that a totel of 25 s/a were sighted on thic r
Some of these may have been fron Reserve Training Unites, but it i
thought they were primerily “rom opcretional units, prebably bagec
in the arew where the attackc oceurrcd, The Me 410 secn may have
been cperating as & spotter plane, but there i
th

£
f
i
rront t
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b

o direet evidence of
that most targeta

n
this, This mission further substantictc ae
in Frunce nay be ettacked with relstive inmpun
but thal eny breuks in cur fighter ecover will
and with effect by E/A.

i v from E/4 ettacks,
exploited quickly
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SECRET TRACK CHART

TARGE Y ; DATE

P
o

BOURGES ACTUAL BRIEFED:
ENGLISH COAST QUT 0832 0830
ENEMY COAST IN 0859 0906

\ S tart Point

T

4 A -
TOURS: y 0\ \ [V_N\fv\\‘. ';A;‘,)[“.(;,:p}
ENGLISH COAST OUT ©830 0830 1 = \ et
ENEMY CORST IN 0902 0906 ) TOURS'

ENEMY COAST OuT
ENGLIS

NGLISH COAST IN_ 1213
..

P
A
G
E

wn -

TARGET-BOURGES
BRIEFED TIME
20 CW. RCTUAL
% CwW -

Um0 >»roZca

TAKGET ~TOUKS
BRIEFED TIME 1010 - 389 BOMBED ORLEANS
A/D 1057 ROMORANTIN 10472
4495 BOMBED BOURGES 1017+ SECOND SECTION
DIO NOT BOMB
453 BOMBED ORLEANS 1045 - ROMOKAN TN 1079

PRIMARY TARGET WAS OVERCAST

SECRET
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Tactical Report of Misslon, 10 April 1944 2 BD F,0, 256
5. Cumpunications,
a, Communications Channels,

(1) Communication on W/T and VHF R/T wus good., Local interference
was cuused by ignition noise,

b. Navigational Aids,
(1) 8atisfactory,
e, BEquipment Failures und Performance,

(1) One of the six G-H sctg wus not in nermel working ccndition at
target; switch was sct tc off pogition by cormand cof pilot on
bembing run, Of the five G-H sets in working crder one was not

/ 1 used to drop bombs; cormand pilot did not perrdt borbs be
dropped, HNonc of the GeH eireraft used the suto=pilot cn run,
411 sete were in good eondition efter return.

d, Roelar and Radico Counter=licuasures,

(1) Each eireroft carried 312 units of "Window" chaff at the rate
f 4 units simultzneouely every ten seconds, Cheff was dis-
charzed from 5 mimutes before teriet and eontinuing for 23
ninmutes,

v T

¢, Pathfinder Equipnent and Perfornunce

(1) Six G-H equipped aireruft from 329th Squadren were dispatchel
to lead ecach of the six flights

mo >

-

O~ OZC
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»
Tactical Repert of Mission, 10 April 1944 2 BD F.0, 257
5. Communications,
a, Comrmunicaticns Chennels,
(1) Communieation on W/T and VEF R/T was good, Local interference
was ceused by ignition noise, One Group reported difficulty
contacting CEW EF D/F station while trying to send in bemb strike,

Navigetional Aids,

(1) One Group reported difficulty in using ®GEE" set because of
jarming over channel and Northern France, Other aids eatis-
factory,.

Equipment Failures and Performance,

(1) Four instances of VHF failure end 8 instances of liaison
receiver or transmitter failure were repertcd, Other failurce
were interphone fallwres,

Radar and Radio Counter-ileasurcs,

(1) Aircraft in both task forces carried 432 units of "dindow"
chaff, Discharge rate wus four units simultencously every
10 seconds,

Pathfinder Equipment and Performance,

(1) None used,
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HRADJUAARTIAS
458TH BOMBAADMENT GROUF (H)
0ffizs of the Group Operations Officer
AAF 123 AFO 558

13 April 1944

Report of Operations officer, Mission of 10 April 1344, Bourges,
France.

Commanding OI 3t q jmant (H)
AAF 123, APO

General Nerrativei

See the enclovsad Command Pilot's WNarrative.
Aircraft Not Attackings

Twenty-two (22) aircraft took of f and laft our base in the formetiom
shown in the enclosed formation diagram, Ons (1) aircraft, A/C #41-28718,
left the formation and turned back befors becoming dispatched. Thus, twesuty-
eons (21) aircraft wers dispatched.

3., Of the twenty-same (21) aireraft dispatched, twenty (20) did make
sortiss, Adrcraft § 41-29300 turned back befors reaching the eunamy coast
and without being attacked, and is not credited with a sortie.

4, Of the twenty (20) aircreft which did meks sortiss, all twanty
went over the target and are credited as aircraft attacklnd.

5, All twemty (20) aireraft bombed the primary target at Bourges,
France.

6. A detailed description of rsascns for failure to attack
a ssparats on Aireraft Net Attacking.

7. Lost Adircraft:

Nome of our aircraft were lost. All returned safaly to bass.

= ’/; f—'/ﬁ /,; e
chiauss ﬁ.cauh‘ﬁ <A
Captain, Air Corps
Asst Gp Opns Officer
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SECRET

HEADQUARTERS
AAF 123 APO 558 AUTH CO 458th pomb Group
0ffice of the Group Operaticns Officer INITIAL __ Pre2
DATE__ 15/April 1944

15 April 1944.

Commerd Pilet's Narrative for Operational mission of 10 April
1944,

Commanding Officer, 458ih Bombardment Group (H), AAF Stetiom 123,
APO 558,

1. & predawn take off was made beginning at 0600 with assembly under
the contact plan at 12,000 feet around Splasher 5. Assembly was completed
unsventfully, the 466th Group taking position belew our group and the 467th
assembly above. The Wing departed from Splasher Five (5), one minute late
for Splesher 9, the beginning of the Divisien line. Twenty one {21) aircraft
were in our fermstion at this time, one ship aborted later, Just over the
French Ceast.

2, On the route to Splasher 9, contact was made with Ackerman, but
the other Combet Wings,which Were to follew the 96th, could not be reached
bty radie or seen sleng the route. The navigator reported that the format ien
would reach Splasher Nine 5 er 6 minutes early and since at that time our
formaticn was somewhat %4 the left of course, it was decided to pass 1o the
left of Splesher 9, and then put a dog leg in the rcute between Splasher 9
and Selesey Bill (the end of the Division aseembly) in order to depari Selsey
pill (eontrol point ome) on times This maneuver was carried out and the
formation passed just south of Splasher nine, 4 minutes early and by playing
nerth of Seleey Bill, departed from that point two minutes early and om
course. Shortly after passing Splesher Nine, & Sec nd Combat Wing wee seen
te our rear, but 1 was unable to establish radio contect with the leader.

3. Almoet immediately after departing Selsey 5ill, the 453rd Group wes
observad epproaching from the left on a converging course., it was necessary
to meneuver the Wing to the right to avoid collision. After this maneuver,
the course to the Freunch Coast vas continued and two Wings were ebserved
ghead. The 96th was to lead the pDivieion but ended up in the third position,
presuzably due to the sarly arrival of the other Wings at Selsey Bill.

4, Landfell was made on course and the briefed route was flown very
closely. Ae the flight progreseed and the turning point at Blois wae
approached, the enly other Wing that could be seen Was about 10 miles &=
head and congidersbly to the left of courses This Wing made a right tum
just before Bleis was rsached by the 96th Wing. Uur turn was made and
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the two Winge ended up flying abreast on the route to the CBW IP. To
remedy thie situation 1 called the 20th Wing leader and estatlished
communicetion successfully. It was mutually agreed to have the 20th

mske an "S" turn to lose distance and fall in behind the 96th. Thie

wae tried but the 20th did not lese enough distence and the 20th Wing
lseder called me toc say he could not fall im trail, 1 told him to take
1ead of the Two Winge and took my Wing into a 45 degree dog leg to ths
right, falling into trail of the 20th just as they made a turm towards

the target. This maneuver was made over 10/10 overcast, which begin

just southwest of Bloie, and it became questionable as to whether the
target would be observed. A4s a result of the maneuvering anu the over=
ecnst, 1 was not certain of my poeition but the groups uncovered at a

poipt a few miles soutl of the Group 1.P. Te try and locate myself,
above the evercast, 1 called the 20th Wing leader shead, who was approach=
ing the edge of ihe overcast, end asked him if he wasz on coures and if

he could - had he located a town shead. He reported that he believed

the town wae not obecuredj shortly thereafter he said that he ¢oulc see
it. The target became visible to me a fow minutes later and the bombardier
made a successful run on the target.

5, After bombe a¥ay, a slight turn was made ot the right to give our

wing more clesrance fram the 20th sheadf a left turn was made to reassemble
the Wing. The turn vas completed short ef the briefed peint which brought
our Wing a3-s.3- and to the left of the 20th Wing. #ithdrawal was comple=
ted in this manmer, flying slightly to thes laft of the briafed course.

6. During ths satirs flight the formtion of the Group und Wing
was raportsd as being very good.
in
7. Landing was normal, the tWaniy aircraft landed/13 minutsess

8. During the bomb run froa the Group I1.P. the deputy lead of the
first ssction could not get the bomb sslect lever into select pesitiom,
and while forcing the lasver tne bombs releassd pwematurslyj four ships
dropped on the deputly. One other ship in the first gaction had a mal=
funst ion and dropped bombe lats. The bomb ralease of the 2nd |Sectiom

was satisfactory.

9., No ememy sircraft wers encountersd and no flak was observed nut
any point along the roite.

—

B dINOV W, FEILING,
Lt, Col., Air Cerps, !
Commaad Pilot,
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_ _ INITIALBS
HEADQUARTRAS DATR
4S8TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) :
AAT 123 APo us8
Office of the Operations Officer
11 April 1944

SUBJRCT: Statistienl Summary of Opermtions, Missisn of 10 April 1M44,
04 Commanding 0ffiser, 4554h Dembardment Gremp (M), AAY 123, APO 358,
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458th Pilots and Aircraft as listed on Formation Plans

Date Target Pilot 4’32? }:/'llsc: Cmd Pilot Ld |Serial Last 3| RCL | Sqdn a{; A/C Name Comments
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F ANDREW 19 3 41-28733 733 P J4 12 |RHAPSODY IN JUNK
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F BRAUER 19 10 41-28682 682 1 z5 15 |UNKNOWN 003
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F BRUDOS 19 11 42-110059 059 E J3 3 |UNKNOWN 056
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F BURTIS 19 8 41-28719 719 Q J3 10 |PADDLEFOOT
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F CLARK 19 7  |FREEMAN D1 |42-100341 341 A Ja 7  |SATAN'S MATE
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F DAVIS 19 9 41-29305 305 N 75 7 |I'LL BE BACK/HYPOCHONDRIAC
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F GAINES 19 9 41-28735 735 S J4 8 |UNKNOWN 005
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F GLENN 19 8 41-29359 359 J3 11 |TAIL WIND
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F GOLDSMITH 19 7 41-28738 738 o z5 5  |MEAT AROUND THE CORNER
10-Apr-44 | BOURGES A/F GRANT 19 13 42-52382 382 J v 15 |WURF'LESS
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F GULICK 19 7 41-29340 340 N v 2 |YANKEE BUZZ BOMB
10-Apr-44 | BOURGES A/F HARRIS, T 19 6 42-52353 353 J z5 15 |UNKNOWN 049
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F KECK 19 11 41-29300 300 M Ja 16 |LORELEI
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F MANKER 19 7 41-29276 276 T J4 5  |URGIN VIRGIN/The ROTTEN SOCK
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F NEDROW 19 3 41-29303 303 H z5 13 |LIBERTY LIB
10-Apr-44 | BOURGES A/F OLNEY 19 3 41-28706 706 F Ja 6 |DREAM BOAT/SPARE PARTS
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F SCHAAF 19 12 42-52455 455 o v 13 |PLUTOCRAT
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F STILSON 19 6 42-52404 404 Q z5 6  |BELLE OF BOSTON
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F TAYLOR, O 19 11 41-28718 718 M v 17 |BO
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F TOOMAN 19 5 |FEILING L1 |42-100431 431 B Ja 9  |BOMB-AH-DEAR
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F UMPHREY 19 12 41-29273 273 Q J4 15 |FLAK MAGNET
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F VOGEL 19 10 42-52335 335 R 75 16 |ADMIRABLE LITTLE CHARACTER
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F WHITLOW 19 10 |JAMISON L2 |42-100365 365 B v 11 |WOLFGANG (maybe)
10-Apr-44 |BOURGES A/F ZIMMERMAN 19 3 41-28721 721 L J4 11 |DOWNWIND LEG
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