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Tactical Report of Mission, 23 March 1944,

: ~ 1 .3 s 3 N o s T ] £
Camanding General, Eighth Air Force, AAF 101, APO 034,

Data.
a, Date of Mission = 23 Narch 1944.

be Targets and Units Participating -

Primary 3econdary
20th Combut Banb Wing Handorf A/D Munster
99rd Baub Group
1.Cth Bomb Group
Eamb Groug

; i G g Ty R s Wi Ty
nbat DBamb Wing dandorf u/.x Munster

Baub Croup

janb Groug

samb Group
14th Combat Bomb Wing achmer A/ Osnabruck - FFF
4lith Baab Groug

392ud Bamb Group

96th Combat Eamb Wing me Osnabtruck
458th Baab Group
L466th Baab Group

¢« Last Resort Target -
2. Narrative.

8, This was plenned as a 5 agaius e Handorf
achmer airdrames with the cities of Munster 1 Osna : he FPTF
targets, 242 aircraft were dispatched with
fighter support. One PFF ship was assigned

ind

b, Assenblies were uccumplished without incident, and the
Division departed English coast as briefed. Dense 2nd persistent con-
trails left by the B-17's forced the Division to fly north of the bricfed
course und caused them to maintain altitudes higher than were briefed
which resulted in the spreading cut of the formation. Lack of experience
of the Pathfinder pilot and navigator in the Wing leading the Division
caused a number of deviations fram the briefed route to the target. 4s 2
result, the lead Wing missed the IP. Steinhuder Lake was located visually
aud a2 right turn was made back towards the target area, The remainder of
the Division, flying in trail, was not in visual contact with the ead
Wind because of econtrails, ond made the turn to the IP and the bomb run
generally as planned,

UmMm-TmH0nn>CrOZC
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Tactical Report of Mission, 23 March 1944 (cont'd)

at

¢. Scattered clouds and contrails in the target arca forced most

Groups to bomb on PFF, The 20th Combat Wing bombed Handorf 4/D visually
with good to fair results, Two Groups of the 2nd Cambut Wing bomabed
Muister, one on PFF end one visually with good to fair results. One
Group saw no marker flares at the IP and bance did not attack.

96th Cambat Wings bombed Osnabruck on PFF with unobserved results,
Throe aireraft attacked Dramsche and one aireraft banbed Bohmte airfield
as targets’ of opportunity.

d. Gunfire wos moderate to intense and accurate at Osnabruck,
Intense and accurate predictor control "seen® fire was encountered at
Munster and Handorf. Fixed barrages were also observed at Munster and
Osnabruck, i few enemy fighters were scen but only half-hearted attacks
were made on one Group by five enemy aircraft, Two aircraft were lost to
gunfire, one to enemy fighters, two duc to collision in the target area
and one to unkuown causcs. One cnemy fighter wis claimed as destroyed,

For the Camanding
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TARGET

Primary ACHMER

Date

TRACK CHART
23 MARCH 1944

Secondary

Last Resort
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LOSSES SHOWN ON OTHER TRACK CHART

FLANNZD T|IMES IN PARENTHESIS
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| we fand pirdromc and Achmer Airdrome.
The assigned prim targets were Handorf Alrdrc d

Due to cloud cover only tnree G?oups'attngcd f?ﬁh
vombed Osnabrucl on special equiprer Three &

Hendorf Airdrome and MNunster

to cloud coverage.

Two aircraft failed to release jue to ra§k ma fu?itiong.
One aircraft failed to release due to release mal unftlons:n#
Onc sircraft foiled to relecase due to a bomb door malfuncticn.
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Tactical Report of Missic

3« anti-dircraft Fire,

Both Groups the l4th Wing encountered moderate

and accura ) ictor control fire during their bombing raus
at Osnabruck, and a fixed barra

our
il

e was also obscerved over the
town. Very little Al was encount

ered after bambs were

released,

Intense and accurate predictor control fire was also encoun=
tcred by both Croups of the 96th Wiug, ome 4/C of the

< badly damgped and failing to return to bases A ¢

Aa burst was scrved fraa which seversl small subsid
bursts appearcd a the initial one, Jeveral rockets

leaving white smoke

o
1

er
trails were also observed in the target

e predictor control "scen® fire was encoun-

ing froma Munster. Two rockcts were seen in

left white smoke trails and burst into

"secen" fire o lor{ ] ¢ xed be e
Muustor, Red i ]
of thc AA burstis,

fighters werc encount

ire was encountered on
F, Tilburg, antwerp, Vo
and Dummaer Lakss 44 was

= T 1

bargs on the Duzter Lake

(6) Guufire was belicved to have been encountercd
Rheine, Herford, Zwolle, Wzle Bremen, Oldenbury

and Dulaen,

(7) Balloons wer: otserved at Oan:

Anti-aircraft Off

er and Handorf
Howcver, therc was
ah encounterud here
Pungeen® fire, *Chalf®
not balieved thzat there

d over the target,.
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Tactical Report of Mission, <3 &

aireraft Encounters.

~

This nission was flown by the 2d Banb Divisi
opposition except a few straggler attacks. - Lf ¥
nsscs wore made by Pive ME 109's below the formation of ou
; near Meppen, Germany. Two otlier Groups rfyu‘tz. I
, E/i in tais area as having silver bellies wit
inrs. Eight ME 109's were scen in Dumner

e 1nala with 1nnding pear
‘ee heavily camcuflaged ME 109°s with landing ge
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Fighter support gxcellont.

aid Ar +1

gix B-24's were lost on this mission, threc

dent, and one causes unknovlie
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very well, - jcation was aided by lecder
Wing in flight by relaying me es of

other
signal strength was weak. Ninc banb str

nessages and six control point mes

Div

Division frequency; reception
¥

heavy and siznal strengths weok,

obtained 12 Yii's, Thrce
MF D/F Section N. 3plasher beacons,
BEE were used with good resultse
paent Failures and Perforiatuce.
One VHF sct was transmitting
C5d on way to fa and on
4/C of 453 BG was unable to

==

Cl'Aelgul’'cS e

4
A
G
E

and lhth CB discharged "Chaff" fraom 5251N 0747E
wo minutes for 19 ]
ged *Chaff® fram the

v~

Pathfinder Equipasnt and Perforaar
(1) One Pathf
the follow
/n .
i v wel o ’
15 to 50 mi
to bomb
stopping
»/C was not used

tage of break in c

OmHTMHOODOP>PCrOZC

THIS PAGE ISDECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THISPAGE ISDECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

2d Combat Wing 23 March 1944
389 FFF | :

|

% i
| o=
‘l )
| B 8
s it
L
'g T
’3'—.'.

__ BTamnster BT-Osmabruck -

: TR D e . -
f 'anaisnma‘uuism“f' ’ f 142x500GP
| 2829x10018 | 502x10013 | "8x500GP | | | 675x100IB

T T L TR T ST TR e U
- | o pel R

B

-

Gt

'r
sty WL J‘i o_o-l-s’h Q=0 =l=0 O=lel=l0 -!-0-0-0-10
|

00-0=0 | 9-3=0-0 | 9000

e el

Oihﬂd)J 0«0 =0=0 104h&4

B =

=3

THIS PAGE ISDECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THISPAGE ISDECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

1
{
|

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

Ll
—
Fa
—
v
v
<

1
—
-
&
-

1S

’AGE

THIS 1|

[

mbFaa=AB 1 |
P

=B

¥ =CgnabruckTl bokxte

| 1
_t'r__ b I

<P_Unknown

e

e

| .2 |

u.s _____J_____

s | s

|
e

e

= 5.

3

m————— e T

| a1

I 1 FLal |
e e e ———eeee e
'

THIS PAGE ISDECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THISPAGE ISDECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

23 March 1944
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FORMATION PLAN F(R MISSION # 18

m; 23 March 1944

SECTION I
FFR-BOGG o
gg?g CLAGGETT BUSH-WRIGHT
21 2ez {3811 . =1 i 72 .-
ROUBAL HETZIEx SPAYEN 5 MARTTN EOVI
X-20 | 303 13 K20 75 = 50 sz
e N 32 Goiomy
SECTION II
kA | 357 c
WATSON HANTAMAX GLENN - OLICH SCHULZE
L0GIE $ STILSON Lo i te
T BITTLER [Tor? E
K=20 I 432 =1 | S04 - £20 | a7 bl xﬂ%@ﬁ*
'OCEL HELTON Mo COULLOTGH
T4z 708
@ W TAYLOR
st Sectisn Zast Side W 2nd Section West Side 718
1, 127-Baager 2 @, Zoo-t8 U 1. 857-12 8, 44114
2. FFF 9, 27345 2, 425-28 9. 353-7
3. 812-21 10. 78540 3. 35316 10. 295-6
4, 311-23 11, 45513 4. 407-22  11. 404-Hangar 2
5, 705-49 12, 339-:9 5, 3354 12, 433-17
6. 73143 13, 30314 6. 682-1 13, 703-37
7. 382-28 18, 59241 7. 423-18 14, 718-30
16, 352+ 9



458th Pilot List

DATE TARGET PILOT :;Zﬁt; ’:;I:; Cmd 7/ Inst Pilot | LD |Serial Last3 [ RCL | Sqdn MA;(; A/C Name Notes
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK HINCKLEY 11 1 42-40127 127 -- -- -~ |FIRST SERGEANT ASSEMBLY SHIP - CMBT MSN?
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK BITTLER 12 7 42-100407 407 A J3 3 |LITTLE LAMBSY DIVEY
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK BUSH 12 5 |WRIGHT D1 |42-109812 812 D v 7 |UNKNOWN 016
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK CLAGGETT 12 4 42-100311 311 A v 7 | YOKUM BOY
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK COUCH 12 2 42-52353 353 J 75 10 |UNKNOWN 049
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK CRAGUN 12 5 41-29352 352 K v 4 WOLVE'S LAIR
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK DeNEFFE 12 6 41-29300 300 M J4 10 |LORELEI
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK GAINES 12 6 42-52392 392 (o] 4 7  |WABBIT TWACKS
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK GLENN 12 5 |OLLUM D2 |42-100425 425 D J3 4 |THE BIRD
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK GOLDSMITH 12 4 41-29295 295 K 75 4 |BOMB TOTIN' MAMA
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK GRANT 12 9 42-52382 382 J v 10 |WURF'LESS
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK HANNAMAN 12 3 41-29359 359 J J3 5 | TAIL WIND
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK HETZLER 12 FTR 41-29329 329 L v 9 |FRITZI FLAK OVER TARGET
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK KECK 12 7 41-28721 721 L J4 6 | DOWNWIND LEG
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK KOVICH 12 5 41-28733 733 P J4 5 |RHAPSODY IN JUNK
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK LAMB 12 5 |HOGG L1 |41-28673 673 A YO -~ |389BG/564SQ Tail number not given
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK LOGIE 12 6 42-52432 432 P J3 10 |BACHELOR'S PARADISE
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK MARTIN, J 12 6 42-52455 455 o v 7  |PLUTOCRAT
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK McCOLLOUGH 12 5 41-28709 709 | v 5 |LUCKY STRIKE
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK MELTON 12 6 42-52423 423 R J3 4 |UNKNOWN 031
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK PIERCE 12 ABT |LaROCHE L2 |42-100357 357 D 75 -~ |VALE OREGAN ABORT - #3 ENG GAS LEAK, LINES REVERSED
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK ROUBAL 12 8 41-29303 303 H z5 8  |LIBERTY LIB
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK SCHULZE 12 7 42-52335 335 R z5 10 |ADMIRABLE LITTLE CHARACTER
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK SPAVEN 12 5 41-28705 705 H J4 11 |YE OLDE HELLGATE
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK STILSON 12 4 42-52404 404 Q z5 3 |BELLE OF BOSTON
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK TAYLOR, O 12 7 41-28718 718 M v 11 |BO
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK UMPHREY 12 6 41-29273 273 Q J4 8 |FLAK MAGNET
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK VOGEL 12 5 42-52441 441 1 J3 9  |LAST CARD LOUIE
23-Mar-44 |OSNABRUCK WATSON 12 4 41-28682 682 1 z5 11 |UNKNOWN 003

Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, Z5-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/1/2014






