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HELDQUARTERS 24 BOMBANRDLMENT DIVISION

AAF 147 APO 558 1 Initials
t Date_- £
£330 1% 3

11 April 194l

SUBJECT : Tactical Report of Mission, 22 March 1944,

TO ¢ Commanding General, Eighth iir Force, 4aF 101, APO 634,

Data,

Date of Mission = 22 iMarch 19!

wreh 1944,
Prinmary Target - iero-Engine Factory, Basdorf, Germany,
Sccondary Target = Berlin, Center of City.

Last Resort Target - dny military objective poaitively idene-
tified as buiil,-: fifty miles inside
Germany .

B (L446th, 93rd, 448th BG),
L58th, L65th BG),

7 (44th BG),
445th, 453rd, 389th BG).

tra=

2e Narrative,

as This was planned as a visual bambing mission against the
important aero-engine plant at Basdorf. Germany, with the city of Berlin
as the PFF target in case of overcast at the primary, 216 aireraft o
nine Groups disposed tactically as three Combat Wings were dispatehed
two PFF aircraft assigncd to each Cambat Wing,.
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vith
Five Groups of P-47
two Groups of P-51's and one Group of P-38's furnished excellent rig:
support.

(7o Bl o

b. The 20th and 2ud Cambat Wings aszembled normally., The L4th
Group was unable to effeet assembly with the 96th Combat Wing and flew
with the 2nd Coambat Wing, The Division was forced to fly to the right of
the planned route to the encmy coast %o avoid the heavy contrails of the
B-17's ahead and the remainder of the route was flown as briefed,
ce The target area was 8/10-10/10 overeast and Berlin was
attacked by the main force dropping on Pathfinder markcrs.
and eight other aircraft bombed the primery on PFF markers. Resulis were
unobscrved, Eight aireraft of one Group dropped on unidentificd flares
between Basdorf and Berlin,

One Group

il

One aircraft developed engine trouble and
aborted prior to reaching the target area, making a visual run on a
railroad bridge a2t Heide, as a target of opportunity,

Om=-HmHn0nEPCrOoO2C

de Intense and barrage and "unseen® predictor control flak were
encountered in the target area and continued for some time after the
Division left the target, indicating the success of "Chaff", Soue gun-
fire was encountered enroute., The lead Group of the 2nd Combat Wing was
the only unit to receive a fighter attack, two enemy fighters making a
half-hearted attack in the target arca, Losses wcre one to flak, one to
accident and three to unknown causes,

For the Camnanding General s o i ———
\. c.-\' ' I ‘[ _j.""', 1.' ) e
CH.ARLES B. WESTOVER
Colonel G3C
Chief of Staff
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Tactical Report of Mission, 22 lfarch 1944

2, Bombing,

FLE AUT0 FLIW RANGS &
PILOT MANUAL CEFLECT

e

-oq.':'..li_'__l
210 . : 1381 T X
190 . =rins 2 132,
195 ins ) 1325 X
185 0 1526
220 8 mins 22,0 1326 X
213 mins 22,000 1306
185 =ins 1327
172 mins 00 13238
215 5 secs 21,00 1321

The prixmary visual target was Basdorf, Berlin vas the secondary on special equipment,

Target area wvas 8/10-10/10 undercast, and Berlin was attacked with bozbs dropped on Pathfinder markers.
Eight aircraf't dropped on flares between Basdorf und Berli One aircraft bombed a railroad bridge at
Heide as a target of opportunity.

Five 4/C failed to bozb due to rack malfunctions., One 4/C had an accidental rclease and 2 A/C dropped on
this,
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Tactical Report of Mission, 22 ilarcl

3. anti-hireraft Fire,

ae The 2nd Combat Wing encountered only a fixed barrage and
inaccurate predicted concentrations in the target area.
96th Caabat Wing encountered a very intense fixed barrag

er predictor control "unseen® fire. The 20t

Wing encountered a fixed barrage and some inaccurate
control "unseen" fire which was too low. The barrage ovoer the
¢city continued for o consids le period of time after our i/C
had left, indicating that the 1iaff" had worked satisfactorily.
Several roekets leaving reddish brown smoke trails were also

-~ F - 3 B & + + a3 ~ -
obaserved in the target

Gunfire was i 1 many different places on the way
home, but it has been impossible to pinpoint any of them
accurately,
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Tactical Repart of Mission, 22 March 1944

4. Enemy aircraft Encounters.

a, The 2d Bomb Division flew this uission with the 20th Cambat Wing
leading, the 96th Combat Wing second, and the 2nd Combat Wing last,
Each Combat Wing was camposed of three Groups.

The 20th Combat Wing received no E/A attacks, The lead Group of
the Cambat Wing reported 6 FW 190's with yellow fuselage and red
noses in the target area.

The 96th Cambat Wing identified some twelve or fourteen ME 109's.
2ix or eight were seen over the target, three about twenty miles
west of Hannover and two at Quuackenbrusk, Somec of the ME 109's

were black or brown with white horizontal stripes on their tail,
Others were of the usual color with some painted to resemble F-5l's,
Two or three FW 190's were scven in the target area, No attacks

were reported on this Combat #iug

The lead Group of the 2nd Cambat Wing wss the only Group in the
entire Division to receive an attack wo ME 109's in the target
area came out of the sun flying abreast and mede a half=hcarted
attack from six o'clock, One JU 88 and two FW 190's werc zlso
seoen in the target area,

An unidentified B-24 was reported to have flown more or less be=
tweon the formations of the 96th cnd the 2nd Caabat Wings from
near the encmy coastline to the target arca, Fighter support fram
all Canbat Wings was reported us cxcellent,
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Tactical Report of Mission, 22 March 194

5e Camunications,

a, Camunication Channels,

(1) VHF Division channel was only satisfactory. Onc Combat

leader was heard clearly and with strong

Canbat Wing loaders, but received no resp
W/T channel, 13 Control point messages and

nessapges were rceceived, OSond

-

5
o] *One

Navigational hLids.

and GEE were used with
4/C reported obtaired 5 fixes fraa
One A/C reported sending S038 on VILiF Air=-

ailurcs and Performance,

Number of equipment failures reported were very small 2nd

in gencral pertained to interphone system.

1] A4 ar
Al WOAS GiS]

Several Groups repor

(1) finder A/C ;2 B4t dn were
soh . with the | BG an with

+h 3
thcs

out after 15 minutes o tube,
In the remaining A/C target d landnarks were recopgnized
at ranges of 10 to 35 miles,

equiment,
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SECRET

2ND BOMB DIVISION

Authorized for Reproduction WEATHER ENCOUNTERED BY OPERATIONAL ARCRAFT OF THE— SECRET

ot.TY Copies. Copy No. 29 MARCH 194k By authority of

Authority ce.,gt ir Force RGUTE TO TARGET__ BERLIN DATE: CG. BthAlr For%
Sig. nitia
Date Date 944

Dense persist
Contrails
Light non-persistent

Lontrails

Base (0'?&5 Hrs.) Bnglish Cosst SECR ET Continental Coast Target (1310 Hrs.
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458th Pilot List

DATE TARGET PILOT :;Zﬁt; ’:;I:; Cmd 7/ Inst Pilot | LD |Serial Last3 [ RCL | Sqdn MA;(; A/C Name Notes
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN ALVESTAD 11 6 41-28706 706 F J4 3 | DREAM BOAT/SPARE PARTS
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN BRAUER 11 7 41-28682 682 1 z5 10 |UNKNOWN 003
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN BRUDOS 11 7 42-100407 407 A J3 2 |LITTLE LAMBSY DIVEY
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN BURTIS 11 ABT 42-100425 425 D J3 -~ |THE BIRD ABORT - #2 ENG #1 CYL PLUGS DEAD
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN COMBS 11 5 |MOORE D2 |42-100357 357 D 75 5 |VALE OREGAN
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN COUCH 11 ABT 41-29273 273 Q J4 - |FLAK MAGNET ABORT - LATE T/O COULD NOT FIND FORM
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN CRAGUN 11 4 42-52432 432 P J3 9 |BACHELOR'S PARADISE SHIP 352 CROSSED OUT
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN DAVIS 11 4 42-52335 335 R z5 9 |ADMIRABLE LITTLE CHARACTER
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN DUNLEVIE 11 FTR 41-28678 678 M J3 7 |UNKNOWN 002 SHIP 359 t OUT - LOST HOLLAND
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN GAINES 11 5 41-29300 300 M J4 9  |LORELEI
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN GLENN 11 4 | JAMISON L2 |42-100433 433 B J3 6  |BIG DICK HARD TO HIT
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN GOLDSMITH 11 ABT 42-100408 408 D J4 --  |BEASTFACE ABORT - PILOT RPT A/C SLOW TO CLIMB
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN GRANT 11 8 42-52382 382 J v 9  |WURF'LESS
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN HARRIS, T 11 3 42-52353 353 J z5 9  |UNKNOWN 049
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN MANKER 11 4 41-28721 721 L 4 --  |DOWNWIND LEG ABORT N OF HAMBURG - CREDIT
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN MARTIN, J 11 5 42-52455 455 o v 6 |PLUTOCRAT
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN McCOLLOUGH 11 ABT 41-29302 302 P v -- |NOKKISH ABORT - PILOT RPT FLUCUATE MANIF PRES
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN RAITER 11 8 41-29295 295 K 75 3 |BOMB TOTIN' MAMA
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN ROBESON 11 6 41-28705 705 H J4 10 |YE OLDE HELLGATE
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN SCHAAF 11 7 41-29329 329 L v 8 |FRITZI
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN SCHUMAN 11 6 41-28671 671 K 4 8 | UNKNOWN 001
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN SIEVERS 11 5 42-52392 392 (o] J4 6 |WABBIT TWACKS
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN STEWART 11 4 42-52441 441 | J3 8 |LAST CARD LOUIE
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN TAYLOR, O 11 6 41-28718 718 M v 10 |[BO
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN WEBER 11 4 42-100311 311 A v 6 | YOKUM BOY
22-Mar-44 |BERLIN WELLS 11 5 41-28733 733 P 4 4 |RHAPSODY IN JUNK

Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, Z5-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/1/2014






