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HEADQUARTERS 2d BQLBARD!ENT DIVISICN Initials ;< /
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5 April 1944,

SUDBJECT: Tactical Re ort of I'ission, 21 Varch 1744.
¢ Coruvianding General, Eichth Air Force, AAF Station 101, ATO 634.
1,
Date of jission - 21 Varch 1944
Prinary Terset - .Jstten - lioball Tnstallation
Secondery Target - None
Last Resort Tarzet - lione

Units Perticipating - 14th C3.J7 (392nd, 4ith BZ)
96th CBW (+50th 3G)

2, MNarrative,

a, Two Croups of the l4th Cembat 'Anc and one Croup of the SGth
Corbat \ling attoc'-ed the military installation -t Uatten using G=Y overcast
boribing technioue, Sixty~-five airerrft were dispstzhed with two CGroups of
P=477's furnishing fi‘jhter escort. One C-li aircraft was assifned to each of
the five sections »-=rticipeting,

b, Asserbly wes nccorplished without difficulty and the route to
the target was flown as bhricfed,

¢. Torbing was done on snecizl equiprent as there was &4 cloud covel
of fron 8/10 to 10/10., Runs were good but results were unohserved, Cre air-
craft of one section accidentally released its bombs after reaching L..e IP
and seven other shins dropped on his relcase.

d. AA fire vias reported as roderrte an: 2ccurete to inaccurate. lic
enecy Tighters uere scen and there viere no losses,

For the Corrandin: Generzl:

™ ') —
(\‘l{\]‘ Lk {J’ _G)\" ,tu B
CHARLES B. WESTOVER
Colonel G3C
Chief of Staff
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i aadom 1
Tacticel Report of Misslom, 21 March

T .
NIBER A/C
MANUAL DEFTE( BUXBED
ALTITUDE LI EAT IUAL

X ? ) 13 + 1 FF¥
21,000 - E .

X : 23 + 2 PFF
21,000 ;

; T FF 15 + 2 FiF
21,000 ; X

ign get was Vatten.
The assigned target was wa | |
3 e in e ed
1 the te % by bozhing on special equipment, the target being cover
i 1 attacked the targe W mbL I. Specl JULY
bat Wi -3 dispotched and attacked the t&arg Y )
One Coxbat Wing was disps
by clouds, .
3 v e hia B -
bofore the target, Seven other sircraft dropped on this early
- baef'ore s target. n

7 1 these failed clense over the targets
r +wo bombs and taese £ailed to relecs g

3 oo B 1"_'4——’_"..1
@ne aircraft released its bombs accident H

i aft was aded with on
relecse, One aircraf't \ms loaded wit Ly

Results were uncbserved due to cloud cover,
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SECRET

Tactical Report of Mission, 21 March 1944

3. Anti-Aircraft Fire,

a, The 392nd Group encourtered moderate predictor control fire
from St. Omer to the target which was not very accurate tend--
ing to be below and behind. The AA fire stopped as . as
bombs were dropped,.

The L4th Croup encourtered moderate and £
dictor control fire from St. Omer, but only meage
the target area,

The 458th Group encountered moderate predictor control fire
from St. Omer to the target which was very inaccurate being
much too low,

(4) Meager and ina
and Hesdin, and
was enccuntered at Audruicq

b e 1 +

(1) ivh the clouds were broken it is unlikely that the ground
able to employ "see etheds in the target area,
-ably an insuf ficient concentration of "Chaff",
: -ing the Groups by
atrol fire. However, f h itfinding appears
j z t00 low,

affected,
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Tactical Report of Mission, 21 March 1944

5« Comunications.
a, Camunication Channels.

(1) Five messages were received fram weather aircraft; information
was satisfactory. A control point message was received
from each of the two sections of the 96th Combat Bamb Wing
on VHF at a range of approximately 160 miles with aircraft
at 21,000 feet; the signals receivad were loud and clear,
Five bomb strike messages were recélved, one from each sec=
tion participating. Communication was very good; however,
no control point messege was received from the three sec-
tions of the l4th Combat Bomb Wing either on VHF R/T or W/T.

Navigational Aids,
(1) Two aircraft obtained 3 2IM's, and one a

fix fram MF D/F Scction N, Buncher and splasher beacons
werc used with good results. GEE performance was good,
with reliable fixes obtained and no jamning observed.

ir
87

af't obtained a

Equipment Failures and Ferformance,

(1) Failures were few and of a minor nature,

v I

Radar and Radio Countcrmeasures.

(1) All aireraft carried "Window" chaff, It was dispersed fram
landfall to point of leaving enemy coast. a period of 24

minutes, The 453th Bamb Group reported chaff very effective.

P
A
G
E

Pathfinder Equipment and Performance,

(1)

v A

Five (H aircraft fram 93rd Bamb Group were assigned,on:
each of the five sections. The equipment in each ol
five aircraft was in ncermn)l woarking condition over the
target, Equipment checked orx :rly on return with exception
of one set fram which intcnna had been shot,

Om-ENn0n>»COQOZC
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458th Pilot List

DATE TARGET PILOT :Aiﬁt:; J;I:; Cmd 7 Inst Pilot | LD [Serial Last 3 [ RCL | Sqdn IVIA;S&# A/C Name Notes
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER ALVESTAD 10 5 41-28706 706 F Ja 2 DREAM BOAT/SPARE PARTS
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER BARTON 10 1 42-52335 335 R Z5 8 ADMIRABLE LITTLE CHARACTER
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER BITTLER 10 6 42-100433 433 B J3 5 BIG DICK HARD TO HIT
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER BRAUER 10 6 41-28682 682 I z5 9 UNKNOWN 003
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER BUSH 10 4 42-109812 812 D v 6 UNKNOWN 016
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER DAVIS 10 3 41-28735 735 S J4 3 UNKNOWN 005 X'ed out on chart
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER DeNEFFE 10 5 41-29300 300 M Ja 8 LORELEI
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER GULICK 10 3 42-52382 382 J N 8 |WURF'LESS X'ed out on cht Also unclr (352?)
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER HARRIS, T 10 2 42-52353 353 J z5 8 UNKNOWN 049
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER KECK 10 6 41-28705 705 H J4 9 YE OLDE HELLGATE
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER LOGIE 10 5 42-52432 432 P J3 8 BACHELOR'S PARADISE
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER MANKER 10 3 41-29273 273 Q J4 7 FLAK MAGNET
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER MARTIN, J 10 4 42-52455 455 (0] v 5 PLUTOCRAT Tail number unclear (435 or 4557?)
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER McCOLLOUGH 10 4 41-29302 302 P % 5 NOKKISH
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER RAITER 10 7 41-29295 295 K z5 2 BOMB TOTIN' MAMA
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER ROUBAL 10 7 41-29303 303 H Z5 7 LIBERTY LIB
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER SCHAAF 10 6 41-29329 329 L v 7 FRITZI
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER SCHUMAN 10 5 41-28671 671 K Ja 7 UNKNOWN 001
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER SHAW, C 10 5 41-28721 721 L Ja 5 DOWNWIND LEG
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER SIEVERS 10 4 42-52392 392 o J4 5 WABBIT TWACKS
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER TAYLOR, O 10 5 41-28718 718 M A 9 |BO Tail number unclear
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER TOOMAN 10 3 OLLUM D2 42-100431 431 B J4 5 BOMB-AH-DEAR
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER VOGEL 10 4 42-52441 441 | J3 7 LAST CARD LOUIE
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER WHITLOW 10 6 WRIGHT D1 42-100425 425 D J3 3 THE BIRD
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER WOODWARD 10 3 42-100357 357 D z5 4 |VALE OREGAN
21-Mar-44 |WATTEN, near ST. OMER ZIMMERMAN 10 1 42-52457 457 Q % 4 FINAL APPROACH
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