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SECRET

HEADQUARTERS AUTHF Y357 3 g=.
4S8TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) INITIALS: 1.
0ffice of the Group Operatione Officer DATE:
16 March 1944.

SUBJECT : Statistical Summary of Operations, Mission of 16 March 1944,

T0: Gommanding Officer, 456th Bombardment Group (H)
STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF OFERATIONS

As GroupPe « o o « o o ¢ o 5 » s s o o o 458

Bs Division F. 0. Foe o o o 0 o v 4 o o o

C. Date of Operation. . oce » » » + o + o 16 March 1944

Ds Ordered Primary Target « » « « « » o o Friedrichshafen, (Manzell) -

Dornier = Werke Acrft Factory.

B. Total A/C Taking Off « o « o o « ¢ o +.30

Fo No. A/G Dispatched « + + + o o « + o o« 27

G. Sorties . . . it e

He lo.k/chﬁnun‘ I EOR i B

L. No. A/C Not Attacking o s « o o s o+ 5

J. No. A/C Attacking = Primary Target o . Nil

5 52 x M4TAL Friedrichshafen
Mayback Motor Works Luftsbiffbeu
Zepplin Works.

19 52 x MATAL Friedrichshafer -
City

L. No. A/C Attacking - Last Resort Target.i.!Nil

M, No. A/C sttacking - Opportunity Target.l. 1 52 x M47Al Revensburg

N. No. A/C Lost - Flake o + o R

0, No. A/G Lost = Flak and x/n.
P, No. A/CLost ~B/A . . ...
Q. No. A/C Lost - Aceident. «..
Re No, A/C Lost - Cause Unknown

K. No. A/G Attacking -rSécondary Target

N1
Ni1

. .

Nil
1 Adrcraft ditched in Channel.

i it

ptain, Alr Corps,
Asst Gp Opns Officer.
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HBADQUARTERS
AT 123 AP0 634 cr g &
0ffice of the “roup Operations Officer s
17 iareh 1944
SUBJECTs Report of Operations Officer on 1 Miseion For 16
March 1944,
TO 1 Comanding 0fficer, 458th Bombardment Growp (H), AAF 123, APO
634

1. General Narrative = Formation teok off as scheduleds An-ux
AR AT o T S T
r d the the
formed on the leader of the second u&ﬁ.
got »mmu foll dnto wmuuum

Wing assembly point, ﬂ-uun mu-.m uum
458th ent Group on) joined the, 389th
Group, the larger formation, hereaft to as the Main 458th Bomb-

ardment Group Formation, joined an -au-tmu«m The course and events
of each formatien is outlined in nnuu @Group Command u.m*- m\mm
(Main end Composite)and the Lead Pilet (iain

2, Adreraft mot attacking = Thirty .umn ook offs /G 41-28721

roturaed to field before teo

um ma o /G 4120735 £ield before
2353 returned to field lohn bocaming die~

mtd- failed to attack because of bombs not releasing.
tymtu)wuu ed the in the main 456th Bombardment
@roup Formation “B") and five (5) attacked the target in the
composite group on (diagram "0%).

foby 5. CFaprecatan

(40N . GHAMBERLAIN,
Captain, Air Corps,
Asst Gp Opns Officers
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17 March 1944

AP 123 Ap0 634
0ffice of the Group Operations Officer

) of

(main

Comzand Pilot's

SURICTs

uission for 16 March 1944

+ Commanding Officer, 458th Bombardment Group (H), AAF 125, APO (3he

mm:

We turned slightly to the
reaghing the const. After
England, we progeeded directly home,

hours.

a group vhich went several
briefed course which resulted in getting heavy

area just before

the
8%,
ehannel and roaching

the target we joined the formation at the rally
we were
the
the field about 1545

o Quentin and Amiers.

Lot

After leaving
home
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SECRET
AAr 123 APO 634 S 45T B.6>
0ffice of the Group Operations Officer A
2

17 Mareh 1944

SUBIECT: Lead Pilot's Narrative (Main Pérmation) of Qperational Mission
for 16 March 1944,

¢ Gommanding Offieer, 458th Bombardment Group (H) AAP 123, AP0 634,

1. ook off in ship 433 as assigned, leader of 2ud Seetion. Proeseded
to above the overcast, erriving at 16,000 feet b}dy‘t
4reled pessing over Buncher 15 on a heading of to » There
thmm.mamamtmunnﬁnnnﬂuu.
I Groups We never saw the group leader, assumed he had sborted.

-munm.mmnunrmmnmpmmx-au.
0851 assembly units arriving Beachy Head about 0945,
a sweeping hnhunhmmtbuhﬁ-m

on off the low left group. We held this position all the way to

3
g
i

"
» 8§
:EE

87
L5
i
i

b

{3
i1

the Wing X,P., the groups turned too and passed about eight
the target on a heading of about + As we passed down the
lake, we saw the assigned target and the town. Direetly over
\oh-hni-!'ntﬂd'ht-sutuuyn

e
B

i
Es®

T
« |
J

Instead of following Wing 1 rs on sweeping left turn to the
ed a tura guiding on the "rat flake,

g8
i
i
i
gg
g8
E

3
4

were
5e mm'pu).n-mmulmltrunytom
Head, mlhln-mnlummiuﬂ&nn. Three ships in our
formation feathered engines. All of these ships reached England.

[ We landed at approximately 1600 hourss

ERT
1st Lt., Alr Gorps
Lead Pilot (Nain Forn|
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HEADQUARTERS SO 458 B 6
wrin Cimen ML
Office of the Group Operations Officer DAYzt
17 March 1944

SUBJECT: Lead Bomberdier!'s Narrative (Main Formution) of Opersationsl
Mission for 16 March 1944.

™ + Commanding Officer, 458th Bomburdment Group (), AAF 123, APO 634

1. Bombing Approach 2nd run~ Due to difficouity in sscembly, our ship

led @ group of Z1 ships into the terget. At the wing I.P. & green-yellow
flsre was observed, but the pethfinder ship could mot be located from our
position.after the turn at the Wing I.P., we uncovered to the right of the
group leeding us and then followed them into the target on o hesding of 1500,
There was s bresk in the 8/10 to 10/10 cloud cover when we wers spprovimately
60 seconds from the target. The torget was visuble and identifled st that
t1 e, Our leed group made a run on the primery terget and their bosbs were
observed to hit to the right sau over. Since we were too far 4o the right
of the target to meke a run, we contimued on our hesding and then mede s 180°
turn shert end to the right of the rally point. After this tura was made,
elouds hed egsin overed the primery target, The coagtline at the eity

of Friedrichshafen »us visible, however, ®e we msde s visuel bombing rum
on thet town on & hesding of 328°, Bombs were awsy nt 1210, Crews in the
following ships reported observing hits aloag the coast, Mauy of the boubs
were seen golng into the clouds, which had come in over the eity, Light flsk
was obeerved over the terget and over the city, Umoke sereems were
thrown up slong the coastline, At lesst 3 bosts were observed witn smoke
pots sbosrd,

2. Dispozition of Bombs- Qur formstion over the target consisted of
21 Alreraft, Bombs wers dropped by 19 A/C over target. Ome A/C dropped
bombs on & target of opportunity, identified ss the town of Revensburg, 10
miles North of the target. A second 4/C salvoed bombs through undercast
over an unidentifis? plsee in Sontherm France. This was done becsuse of
dunger due to & gus lesk. Their racke would not unlock over target, Eeeh
A/C cerried £ifty two (52) MA7AL-70 1b, incendicriss. A totel of 088 ‘bouds
were dropped on the target. =

3+ Types of Relesse- Eighteen of the A/C which bombed torget released
bombs by meens of the intervelometer. One 4/C relensed mechsnier 1ly beceuse
rucks froze, Crew which jettisoned bombs in Frauce used pilot's selvo., One
ship had doors creep over target, but relemsed bombs on eecond

Intervalometer setting wsed wes minimum,
s O Fpsnsmir

WILLIAM C. LAWEFNCE,
2nd Lt,, Alx Corps,
Lead Bosberdier (Main Form)

el b R 3 —



ATHE Y286

INITIALS_[Z. C

DATE:, 2,
HEADQUARTE!

RS
458TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
0ffice of the Group Navigation officer

17 March 1944,

SUBJECT: Lead Nevigator's Report, Mission of 16 March 1944, (Main Fora)
08 Gommending Officer, 458th Bombardment Group (H)s

1. The Group keader took off at 0725 hours. Group assembly was to be
made over fisld at 16,000 feets The second section and first section never
got together: Assembly altitudes wers confused and the second section had
over three-fourths of the ships. After assembly, flew briefed route to
Beachy Head; did onme 360 degree turn, and tacked onto Gombat Wing at Beachy
Head, %

2. Gee fixes showed us to be on briefed sourse over inm England and as
far as the French Coast and the metro date checked outs Started to climb at
Beachy Head at 0957 hours and completed climb at 1015 hours.

3, Grossed Fremch Coast at 1015 hours and course to targst was as
briefed, Bombs away at 1212, Recrossed French Coast at 1428 hours.

.4. c-nn‘ back over channel was off to the righte GOrossed the coast
at 50° 05* N 01° 14 B at 1428 hours and procesded to Beachy Heads Flew
briefed route back to bases Landed 1545 hourss

ﬂyﬁ‘iﬂ Jrace

;J»SAC
ROBERT 0, MAG GEORGE,

2nd L, Air Corps,

Lead Navigator.

SECGREI
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HOAUARTRRS e 2
458TH BONBARDURHT GACUP (H) uﬂ'!—-_cﬁii—__u ke
AT 123 Aro 634 Tjang T
0ffice of the Operations Officer

19 larch 1944
SUBJEGTs Comaand Pilot's Narrative of Operations, Mission of 16 iarch 1944,

08 Sowmsnding Of fieer, 458th Zoubardment Group (H).

1. The Greoup took off and on schsdule under toe instrument plan.
Aesembly was to be made oun top at 18,000 faet. The top of the overcast was
at 12,000 faet with veses ai 10,000 fest. Only five planes had joiued with
me at doparture time. The 445th, Which was to depsrt Buncher 15 as lead
of the Wing could not bs seen &s & Group, and I departed slong the Wing aud
Division asseubly line.

2. Having only & small unit and not being able to find the 445th Group
on whem we werae to mesembley 1 joimed the 389th Group sad flew s high right
pection on their lesder throughout the entire trip.

3. DBombing was done by dropping on the 389th pathfinder, through over=
east at the target, Ne enemy fighters wers seem and flsk was extremely
1ight exaept at the target ares whers it was mederate but inaccurate.

4. Investigation shoved that failure of the Group to aspemble on me
wns due to the faet that the secend seciion lsader fired fleres snd twenty
one planes assembled with him. Ne one in amy plane raported seeisg any other
planes firbng fleres and as & result ne rendezvous was mode by my small
section with the rest of the Group.

Hajor, AC
operations 0fficer

i
EECAREZ



HEADQUARTERS CHD/mrm
STATION 123 A.P.0. 634
office of the Intelligence Officer

17 March 1944

SUBJEC®: S-2 Report, Mission of 17 March 1944, Priedrichshaven (Hansell).

0 : Commanding Officer, 458th Bowbardment Group (k), Station 123,
A.P,0. 634.

EMY AIR CRAFT OPPOSITION

1. The majority ef the orews dispatched on the missien reported
negative fighter oppositien. Positive reports were made, hovever, that
ten (10) F¥-190's and nineteen (19) ME-109's were sighted slong the
1latter half of the return route.

2. As a rule, the enemy fighters contented themselves with
cireling at a safe distance aweiting a chance to jump stragglers. These
were reported in the vieinity of Bar-le-due, Vitry end Epernay. In the
$t. Quentin area a plane clearly identified as & P-47 painted silver
grey witk yellow nose and tail joinmed three {3) ME~-109's marked the same
in =n sttsck on the last section of the fermatien frem six o'cleck.
Over Amiens a F¥=190 made ome swoop from eleven o'clock as a decoy
while four (4) MR-109's attacked from five o'clock.

3. No damage was caused by enemy mircraft oppesition and no claims
are made.

ANTL-AIRCRAPY FIRE

. 4. Tlek on the ‘briefed route wes negligidle and planes that flew
that eourse reported but few dbursts. Other aireraft, however, that went
off om a tangent over western France ran into moderate to intemse flak of
continous following variety that was extremely accurate. the main sourses
of this anti-sirersft fire were Glisy, Amiems and Abbeyville.

SBSERVATIONS

5. An effective smoke screen from pots aleng the shore of Lake
Constance and from barges off shore wxs observed in the target area.
A% least tw (2) £ &l 1 were 4 off Manzell.

[CTTRRRRTPL Py S S TN
 CHARLES M. DERRY
i) Capt., AG
Group S-2

SECRET



458th Pilot List

DATE TARGET PILOT ;ﬁﬁt;l ;2:; Cmd / Inst Pilot | LD |Serial Last3 | RCL [ Sqgdn MAs/n(;# A/C Name Notes
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN ALVESTAD 8 4 GRIFFITH L |41-28671 671 K J4 6 UNKNOWN 001
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN BITTLER 8 5 42-100365 365 B v 6  WOLFGANG (maybe)
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN BRUDOS 8 6 41-28678 678 M J3 6 UNKNOWN 002 NOT SCHEDULED
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN BURTIS 8 4 41-29288 288 L J3 5 |BIG-TIME OPERATOR
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN CLAGGETT 8 3 42-100311 311 A I\ 5 YOKUM BOY
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN CLARK 8 4 |O'NEILL D1 |42-100408 408 D 4 4 |BEASTFACE
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN COUCH 8 ABT 42-52353 353 J z5 - UNKNOWN 049 ABORT - #3 PROP GOV RUNAWAY
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN CRAGUN 8 NTO 41-29352 352 K v -~ |WOLVE'S LAIR NO TAKE OFF - #1 ENG START SHFT SHEARED
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN DAVIS 8 1 41-28682 682 | z5 8 UNKNOWN 003
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN GAINES 8 ABT 41-28735 735 S J4 -~ |[UNKNOWN 005 ABORT - #2 ENG THROWING OIL, SMOKING
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN GOLDSMITH 8 NTO 41-28719 719 Q J3 - PADDLEFOOT NO TAKE OFF - SORTIE?
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN GRANT 8 6 42-52382 382 J v 6  |WURFLESS
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN HETZLER 8 5 41-28667 667 F ™ 5 JAYHAWKER
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN KECK 8 5 42-52392 392 o J4 3 |WABBIT TWACKS
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN KOVICH 8 4 41-28733 733 P J4 3 RHAPSODY IN JUNK
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN LAMB 8 4 |FEILING L1 42-100431 431 B J4 3 |BOMB-AH-DEAR
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN MANGERICH 8 5 41-29329 329 L v 5 FRITZI
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN MANKER 8 1 41-29276 276 T J4 2 |URGIN VIRGIN/The ROTTEN SOCK
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN McCOLLOUGH 8 2 42-109812 812 D v 4 UNKNOWN 016
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN NYMAN 8 NTO 42-52457 457 Q v -~ |FINAL APPROACH NO TAKE OFF - GUNS NOT INSTALLED IN A/C
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN PETERS 8 FTR 41-29331 331 F J3 5 BLONDIE'S FOLLY DITCHED IN CHANNEL
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN RAITER 8 6 41-29295 295 K z5 1 BOMB TOTIN' MAMA
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN ROBESON 8 5 41-28705 705 H J4 7 YE OLDE HELLGATE
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN ROUBAL 8 5 41-29303 303 H 75 5 |LIBERTY LIB
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN SCHAAF 8 5 42-52455 455 o ™ 3 PLUTOCRAT
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN SCHULZE 8 NTO 42-52335 335 R 75 -~ |ADMIRABLE LITTLE CHARACTER NO TAKE OFF - #1 CARB JETS CLOGGED
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN SHAW, C 8 ABT 41-28721 721 L J4 - DOWNWIND LEG ABORT - FUEL LEAK AUX FILLER CAPS
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN STEWART 8 2 42-52432 432 P J3 6 | BACHELOR'S PARADISE
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN STILSON 8 NTO 42-52404 404 Q z5 - BELLE OF BOSTON NO TAKE OFF - SORTIE?
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN STROUP 8 4 41-29342 342 S J3 4 |ROUGH RIDERS
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN UMPHREY 8 5 41-29300 300 M J4 6 LORELEI
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN WELLS 8 4 41-29359 359 J J3 4 |TAIL WIND
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN WHITLOW 8 5 JAMISON L2 |42-100433 433 B J3 4 BIG DICK HARD TO HIT
16-Mar-44 |FRIEDRICHSHAFEN WOODWARD 8 2 |HINCKLEY D2 |42-100362 362 A 75 6 |SWEET LORRAINE/BOOMERANG

Sqdn Key: 7V-752, J4-753, Z5-754, J3-755 Page 1 of 1 Last Updated: 3/1/2014




