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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

*ired marrative of mecident. Tnclude statement of responaibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Lt MC CARTHY in A/C B 24 44-0291 on 30 May u while starting to teke-Off
for a practice mission had th propellors on ll nd #2 engines rwa away,

On the pre-take-off run-np the engines omm non-l als0 the props sheck
through normale The A/C was them taxied cnto the R/W and the power was applied
for takeeoffs When the A/C bad gained about 70 MPH 1 prop started rumning
eway, Shortly after this #2 prop began to run away, Lt MC CARTHY tried to
control toggle switch which hed no effect on controlling the propse No attespt
was made to use the prop feathering mechanimm to help stabilize the propse
At this time the A/C was in the air with en airspeed of 120 MPH, Lt MC CARTHY
decided to cut the power and land the A/C and try o stop it om the remhinder
of the R/Me However, having only 1300 feet left be was unable to bring
A/6 to stop on the R/ and ren off the end onté rough ground which tore the

ing gear off end completely wrecked the ABe . * .

The reccumendations sre that the prop governors of all sew A/C e tested
for correct settings on the acceptance cbeckse Also, that m pilan try
using feathering mechanims to help control s runaway prope
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STATRMRNT OF

1et Lieutemsnt WILLIAM Po MC CARTHY, AC, 0=T795459s 7534 Bemd Sq,
158tk Bomd Gp (E) ¢ AAF Statiom 123, APO 558

*0n Tuesday, 30 May Ahe I Sock off on a training flighte I flew
in the right hand seat of AR 54=0291, B 24 Jo 90 a8 $0 detter fly formatica
in #3 pesitiome. A pre-takeoff chook shewed everythiag te be mermale

On take-off, which ecowrred st about 1210, it started sormally °
@til ve had schieved about 70 MPHe At $his time, #1 Prop started to rm
avaye xntoblhrnu.dto-hm“mml-ur--lnu
applied corrective action om the toggle switche The prep ocatimsed te imcrease
in RPMe At this time, whea
ckaye 'ru-x!-ruuuun'nlwltmo Whea prop 414 not eame baek
1 checked to see if I bad the rightowitehe

Then #2 prop started to rwma ssaysad at the time when I cut the
throttles read about 2900, end my engineer said that #2 NP, vas 53 inchese I
was applying decrease FPM on both F1 =d #2¢ vhen I eut throttlese Vo were
about 10 feet in air at 120 and had abeut 1300 feet of remway and a clear spase
off the ead of the rmwaye
left the groumdy the reer of the eagines from belag -
rrifice I cut the throttles and braked ship going off the
end of the runvay about 50s The gear collapsed and the ship weat along on
1t's belly a littles I told crew te get out and six of us veat out top hatch and
b through waist windowse An attespt was mede to put eagine 1dle cuteeffs
Handles wouldn't work so cut switches and got out myselfe




] ENTTAL
On run up all enginas Ehd instrurents checkad C¥. Lt Yclarthv the
“ilot was riding right side a8 we wsrs 5> ©ly #3 nosition and he wi.uld be
able to fly the wing btotter from tha ri.ht.

I mede the take off and as we were going down the run way on the early *
part of the run, I checked the Manifold Pressure and RP's and everything
looked OK. Wnen we we-~e making 75 LPH I pulled ths nose off and about that
time I heard a prop out of syncronization. Lt VcCarthy and the Engineer
ware taking care of the instruments and se'tings, Things seemed (X and I
presumed the RPM or one englne might be set a little hi-h amd continued the
run. At 110 VY both proys began to run wild., e were off the ground at
120 and at that time Lt McCarthy decided to cut the power, 'fe immediately
settled on ths ground and applied the brakes. e went off the end of the runway
at about 50 MPH. Tha left gear gave way, the nose gear collapsed and we
came to an Lmnediate stop. During this time Lt vcCarthy cut the switches
and attempted to rut the mixture controls in idle cut off. The crew was
warned to stand by for a crash. All the crew escaped injury. Four men went
out the waist and 6 men out the top hatch. Lt WcCarthy came out the top
hatch last., The accident occured at approximately 12:15.
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GONPLETE DETALS, PROBASLE GAGSES AN RESOMMENBATIONS STLOW: .
1] [— : While taking of f on practice mission, 30 May 1944, Pilot R
. reports that Nos, 1 and 2 propellors ran away ad could .
20t be controlled, Plare bemn to mush back onto rummy
“ < mﬂ the "llut pulhd back on the throttles, l.mdln( gosr . F“
n CRIR-L g o2 i
on itts belly, No pomnml wers injured lﬂ thl plane
did not bum.
b Upba_Lrepe ction 1t was Bund that No, 1 Prop Governorts
R ducp valve was set 125 P.S,I. too lawe
CAUSE 1 Unknown
u RFCOM ENDATIONS : Nane . BB i b
R DISPOEITION 3 Aircraft salvaged by LE9th Sub Depot, Sta. 13, APO 558
] meE MBRS e i
R BP-L3763 120325
BP-L37750 120425
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