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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT
¢iriel narrative of accident.  Tuclude statement of responaibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Major O'NETIL made & normal pre-take off chsck and found everything normal.

The take-off was normal ci B 2Je Wheels and flaps were raised and on reaching

7CC to 800 fest the power was reduced to 2500 RPK and-40 inches of manifold

pressures At this time ths ship wes felt to pull to the right and #3 WP had .

dropped to 30 inchew. An attempts to feather #3 engine but it would mot completely ~

feather and kept #indnilling slowlys The airspeed had dropped to 130 MPR: and

the A/C was losing altitude rapidlys The tkrottles were immediately advanced

The results were that f1 and #2 engines gave only sbout

went up to 52 inchess Ten degrees of flaps were put

dowie The amount of power avallable was not -sufficient to keep ship in afr |

and 50 3 turn tothe right was made to avoid sume houses that wer directly

in the flight peth ond the ship cresh land in'a apen field, . )
Due to the damaged condition of the AA and the engines 1t was not possible {

o determine the cause of the loss of power on #1 and #2 engines.
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7534 BOMARDMENT SQUATRON (H)
AAT 123 APO 558
Cffica of the Operations Officer
17 May 1944

SURJIST: Report of Crash of Alrcraft #671.

Alr Inspscter 454th Bombardment Group (H).

Frea-take of check of aircraft revealed everything normel. Take
off was normal on rumway #23. Wheels and flaps were raised and on
renchins 700 feet the MP was reducad to 40 inches and RPM's set at
2500. Shortly after 800 feet was Psached it was noticed that aircraft
began pulling to the right and #3 MP had dropped to 20 inches and #1, 2,
and 4 hnd dropped te 30 inckes. The 3 feathering button wes hit end
the proleller partially feathsred. Attempte were made to completely
fenther the propeller but it continued to windmill slowly. Since the
airapead wns down to 130 MPH and the aircraft was losing altitude full
throttle was applied with the result thet #1 and 2 M2 went to 35 inches
and £4 went up to 52 inches. Flaps were let down 10°. No Attempt .ers
mrde to salvo practive bonbs dnae to being over house The aircraft
continued to eettle, no mors powsr was available, 8o a_gentle turn riht
wr3 mads toward an open field. Fleps ware let down 20°. The crew wes
warned of = forces landing and took st-tlons directly behind of the
vilots nnd co-pilots sents. - As moon as 1t wos evident that the housss
would be cleared, full flrps were dropp: Imnediately prior to striking
the sround, the alrcraft streightenasd out and Lt Griffith cut the switches.
The aircraft mede a belly 1a » Aand mkidied fn A atr ight line for
nprroximately 150 yards. No one wns injured and the crew behaved mormnlly
without being excited.
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