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o . »
DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT ¥

(Brief narrative 0‘1-‘“1. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

The waist gunner, S/Sgt Jeck Le Pettyjohn, 37521828, of aireraft B=24T , 42250555
cerelessly failed to check closely for emmunition in his gun before pulling the triggers
Several rounds went off which ricocheted into the bamb bay and left wing tenk, of a
nearby airplane, igniting an incendiery bomb and gas tenks, whish set the airplane

Tetaly A

afire, exploding the bomblod which the and caused
various degrees of dmege to nine other drc: When smoke and fire appeared from the
eirplane, the fire truck pioce’ea.d“lmm*mrrﬂy to the scene end atempted to extinguish

the fire for sbout two minutes, whereupon the bamb disposal officer stated, that the
time limit bad expired and that all persomnel should abandon the area beceuss of danger
of the bombs exploding.

The gunner has had 32 cambat missions, and 1s fully avare of the proper method in
checking his gune He is entirely e for the ident, in that he adm 1y *
failed to check for ammunition over the bel t holding pawle

RECOMMENDATI(N 3
It 1s recommended that gunners remain more alert in checking their guns,
and that gunnery officers continue to brief the gunners prior to each mission on the
proper methods of checking their guns.

AW TN
ALIEN F,

S 5
Colonel, Air Corps,
President,

JAMES As HOGC O
Lt Col, Alr Co;
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Major, Air Corpse
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The followin~ iz a list of alreraft recelving daﬁ?ce on 14

March 1945 and the exient of damage of each air;lane.’

B-24d, 4h-b.285 THBLE <STUFF

1. Nose turret dome cracked.

2. Hole in right side nose wheel well.

3. Fuel transfer system cut. |/
4, Holes on rirnt side af fuselaps.

S. Zlectrical wires cut.

6. Right and left stabilizer and ridder damaged.
7. Skin sbove transfer system cut.

8. Hole throuch wrap cowling on #1lensine.

9. Rear co-pilot's wincow cracked.

10. Hole through right aileron.

7‘5{7‘5!:‘/"

B-24d, L4=105C2 TEN GUN LOTTIE.

1. Rirht side of nose wrinkled.

2. Several holes on right side of luselage.

3. Right walst window cracked.

4. %g- 110&’5 slide wingow cracked N

Se ;—.gt. alleron damaged.

6. Bombarcier's window busted.

7. Right and left fins damaged. FHeht rudder and' fin to be chanced.
Rudder sprung and brace on finiracked. &

B-24J, 42-50555 Jﬂ{/ SHOLS |
1. Bombardier's window cracked.

2. Co-pilot's window cracked.

3. Several holes in right eide of uselage. /
4. Right nose wheel door damaged. |

‘5. Right side of fuselage, back ofWalst window wrinkled.

6. Right vertical fin damaced, ala left fin.

7. Right rudder warped, aleo left pdder.

8. Nose whael flat.

B-24J, 44-402T3 /e/owL/,vg B
1l. Both elevators burnt.

2. Larce holes in both rudders.
3. Skin buckled aft of left walst |ndow.

4, Holes in both vertical fins. o
5. Larce and small holes in fuseld.
6. Pilot's window out.
7. Holes in upper skin of both wir.
8. Tail lirht damaged.

9. TRadio compass antenna damaged.

LE

MINOE DAAGY
B=24, 44-40287 By iric 2l
1. Hole at statien 470 <5 DEpLir)
2. Fepalr wiring at station 3.2. 4 ]
3. Replace #1 prop, hole in blade. F

4. flole In Teft aileron.

B-24J, 42-100408
1. Hole in leadin~ edge of richt wi
oitaoi 7 ! main spar damaged.

2. RIGH alleron damaged.

3. Hole in ledding edve of horizor stab: 7E
4, Bombardier window shattered. sbillgers WU )
.

B-24J, 42-5C THE TERAVLL I J&
1. Left waist window brogs\:./é/n/ 7 w4
2. Skin buckled under left°walist ¥low.

.
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inor bamege (cont,/ ' S RKESINIVIEDY

; B24d, b4=8C21T  Afreg

5.

: SO

Skin tuckled under left walst window.
Hole in Astro Dome.

Tail turret dome broken.

iight aileron werped and damaged.

Hole in fuselare near co-pilot's window.

E_gﬂ._ul_m Bezizy Laoy

Large hole in left ruééer. \/
iorizontal stabilizer has several large holes.

Holes 1in both vertical fins.

Large holes in tsil part of fuselage. K
Large hole.in rirht wing. Tall to be removed v.o rapsir hole.
%4 cowl flap and propaller damagad.

Aerial mast torn frox skin top of fuselepe.

najcr, Alr Corps,
Alr Inspector.
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I have baon Infurmed of my riehte as to remaininec silent and that

anythine I umicht can “e \med for or agalnst me.

¥ }.y name 1is unr‘i L nn, 3/Sgt, 37521828, 7‘:36 somb Sq, 458th
Bowb Gp (i,. I a:.icht Wolst sunner on silp 555 A Able. un tne llu.h
. I arrived -t tie shlp at about 845, ~ot into tne si:lp, checked
‘fer and .e-d sunce, forgot to check feed. I disassembled my
gun and corr2ctsd "22d. I then chapged my sun with my cover up. I
closed cover down and checked to see if cover. .wag alright. imile I was
talking to two otier fellows 1n the plane, one wass T/8gt Lloyd Zrown and
the other unknown to m

¥ L 1 sea if ammunitlon was over
belt holdins pawl. I c.mrxed my cun and roximateTly Ve roun n

o

I dont kriow wnether my fincer wos on he trigger or not. It 1s
reasonable to co:clude that it probably was since on clearing my gun P
immedliately after burst I found one unspent round in the ciamber. MY
check revealed no circumstances which would cause the burst witheut a
pull on the tripwcer. :

I jumped out of the stip to see if my buddles across the perimeter
were elright as the burst hit thelr ship. I saw smoke coming out and
flares firines. I told my Tall Cunner and the other two boys wcrklng in the
walst to run for it; the ship I had hit we: on fire. We all ran.

Soon, thereafter, I made report to proper authorities.

I have credit for thirty two (32) missions in the ETO. I know that
I should not have had ammunition over the belt holdine pawl whidd charging
my gun. I have been instructed that thls 18 wrong many time during my
tralnine in the States and even more times over nere. I have been so

briefed by a Gunnery Officer prior to every mission I have participated in
at this Station.

/8/ Jack L. Pettyjohn
/t/, Jack L. P-tt.éjohn,
8/Sgt, 37521

Bubscribed and sworn to bafore me this l4th day of March 1945.

/8/ Max M. Sokarl
. /t/ MAX M. SOKARL,
lst Lt, Alr Corps,
Trial Judge Advccate.
A TRUS COYY

Ml Wit
VELL,
Major, Air Corps.
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FLL AT CONTROL
AAF 1.5 APO 558 x
1l MARCH 1945,
¢ . ACCIDENT STATEMENT

AT 0910 HOURS REC FLARES WERE FIRED FROM SEVERAL AIRCRAFT IN
THE 753RD UISPERSAL AREA OF THIS STATION, SMOKE IN SMALL AMOUNTS
WAS O3SERVED CC.ING FROM jf2 ENGINE OF 118-S IN DISPERSAL 36. A
JEEP WAS SENT TO INVESTIGATE BUT BEFORE HE HAD LEFT THE TOWER
FLAMES WERE VISIZLE AND FIRE TRUCK AND AM3ULANCE WERE CALLED TO
THE SCENE. IT WAS SCON 03VIOUS THAT IT WAS A SERIOUS FIRE AND A
TANNOY MESSAGE WAS BROADCAST "ALL PERSONNEL IN 753RD DISPERSAL
AREA CLEAR IT IMMEDIATELY". THE FIRE TRUCKS WERE ON THE DISPERSAL
FIGHTING THE FIRE WHEN THE 30%3 RECO4NAISSANCE OFF ICERS ADVISED
THAT SAFETY TILD WAS GONE AND TO FALL BACK FROM THE FIRE. ALL
PERSO ;4EL WEXE ORCEREL BACK BEYOND 2000 FT. A FURTHER TANNOY
BROACCAST VAS GIVEN MALL PERSORNEL CLEAR 753RD L ISPERSAL AREAS
SHIP ON FIRE HAS UOMBS ABOAPD". JUST A FEW MINUTES AFTER PERSONNEL
VERE CLEAR OF THE AREA THE FIRST EXPLOSION OCCURRED. THIS WAS
FOLLOWED BY A BREAK OF ABOUT FOUR MINWUTES AND ANOTHER EXPLOSION

THE AIR(‘IRAFT 118-5 W
E SQUACRON IN THE

S COMPLETELY DESTRCYED AND 4 AIRCRAFT OF
OSE PROXIMITY OF 118 WERE DAMAGED. EXTENT
ATRCRAFT UNKNOWN,

OF

WEATHER: NLC - 0300 WIND S# AT 5 iPH LIGHT FOG.

(obuck C Sctrer.

ROBERT C. SELLERS,
t4 CAPTAIN, AIR CORPS
FLIGHT CONTROL O,

RESTRICYFD




"My neme is .illiam D. Kash, 0-863608, TS4th Bomb Sq, 458th Eomb Gp
(i), AAF 1:3, APC S68. Captain Lester Heath, 753d Bomb 5q, #458th Bomb
Gp (i';, 1s the Group Gunnery Officer and has been on D3 to Z0I for one
month, There are three Zunnery Officers, Lt MASC:!KE, 755th Bomb Sq, Lt
LOUTHZR, 7524 Boub S5q and myself, at this fleld, In the avsence of
Captain HZATH, I am Actine Group Gunnery Officer. At aesch briefing one
Gunnery Officer is present to plve information to gunners pertinent to
gunnery .

The inetructions clven are tuose orderzd by Lt Col FhiEDERICK M.

o

O'NZILL, Group Uperations Ufficer. These instructions vere and have been

in effect since 7 Fe rusry 1945 wnen I arrived at this statloa after being

on DS for three months and have been civen at every briefing.

On or about C745, 14 March 1945 I attended a triefing at this Station
and in tre performance of my duties I'gave substantionally the following
instructions in accordance with my orders.

Gunners sre instructed that there will be no rounds charged into or
throurh their runs until the shipa are airborne. Only after thoroughly
pre-flighting their cuns will the belt of ammunition be placed into
position so that one round can te placed over the belt holding pawl.
Thereéfter the suns will be stowed until alrborne.

Obviously such instructions ap-ly to all cunners in aspect to all
cuns. s

/E/, ¥William D. Kash
/t/ WILLIAM D. KASH,
1st Lt, Air Corps.

Subscribed and sworn to bafore me tnis 1l4th day of March.

/8/ VAx M. Sokarl
b/ MAX M. ZJKARL,
lst Lt, Air Corps,
Trial Judpe Advocate
ThUE GOPY.

Major, Air Corps.




HESTRIC (£
16P6th 0:D. 5. & M, CO.(AVN.) KAL
MF 123 APO 558

16 March, 1945

STATEMENT

Durin; the morning of 14 March 1945, at approximately 0910 hours, the
undersigned, acting in the capacity of Station Bomb Reconnalssance officer,
was informed that a bomb-laden aircraft of this Station vas afire.
Imnediately the Bomb Reconnaissance Officer and assistant proceeded to the
scene of the fire.

Upon arrival at the scene of the fire the Bomb Reconnaissance officer
and assistent caused all personnel, other than fire fighters, to be evacusted
to a minimum distance of 500 yards. The Bomb Reconnalissance officers stayed
in the immediate vicinity of the burning aircraft. After approximately one
minyte had elapsed the Bomb Reconnaissance officer considered it proper to
evacuate the area completely of all personnel in view of the fact that, in
his judgement, the fire was too intense and could not be safely extinguished
before detonation of bombs occurred.

Approximately one minute after the fire tighting personnel had evacuated
the area the first high order detonation occurred. Three high order detonations
were observed. :

i
|
(
4

Wil e bea :
WILLIAM D. LBMKOWITZ,

Capt., Ord. Dept.,
Bomb Reconnaissance Officer.
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"I, “eorve Janwey, Tecaniclan ?ifth ‘irace, 3245 , 2.16th sner
F/F Platonn, Station 1:3, APO %58, was sittins in ths cr enack
when some nna came in and £aid there wes a ship on rira. e went to the
Jcene of 'the fire with a 150 C.0.2, crach tender. Tie .lane which later
blew up And the the nurrer of which I am told was #11%, wee burning in
ths cocknrit, the left winr and the homb-bays. I went into the bomb bay
with & C.C.2 1'ne. The fire was moetly -n the left side of tne fuselapa
of the romb bay =nd it loked to me like & pasoline fire. I it 1t with
some C.0.2 and 1t went out and then I trded to ¢et to the fire in the
flight ceck, hot I could not stay long for C.0.2 ras. I came out of the
borb bays for nir and covenne sald to la»ve the pland misht blow up any
minut2. '

/5/, /5 Geor~e H. Vanwey,
#t/ Ge rge . Vanwey,
T,5, 3846087

Subscribad and sworn to before me this 16th dey or :arch 1945,
/8/ Max
/t/ MAX

s 1st Lt,Air Corps,
Trial Judge Advocate.®

A TFUS COPY.

Major, Air Cor-'s.
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"Ny nuae is

‘lark, ogt, 111380%2, 75354

Eoab Gp (iij. I a. tne lert walst eunner on Lieutsnant A
craw. tn l4 iarch 145 gt 2% 0 oure I was at my pocition in tie walst

of a B-24 ¢11€, -otiine ready for misslon we were to “ly that morning.

I was st ndinc tsikine to ti.a en~ineer and upper turiet runner when I
heard the sound o Ots. wiere the bullets came from I do not know

tut there were seve:nl cihlps aroind us wihere they p'siibly could have

- come from. at tu time Sablino alvarado apd Lawrence iurnar botn Sete
were with me in cur su p. Tie bullets appesred to have plerced the

tomb tay and to - strucx ore of the incendlarles wulcl we vers carryinr.
I saw a flash ir t'e tom! tay snd a slzzline sound waich put into my mind t
that a fuse wac atnut to -0 o7f. The thrse of us huriledly evacuated the
8nln trhrouerh the ranr esceve ' atch and ran a snfe ai: tance from the plane.
It wes hut a fo 2° nds aftor the bullets i1t the s 1p that smoke w.

sesn cominr cut ourh the top escare hatch on the “lirht deck. we
Ohsarvad the firs on %o shlp wntil the situation rot vretty serious tMen

we hur:led to safaty in tke “anear Area. The exnlosion occurred wnen I

wrs 1r®front of anear fo. 1. 1 ohierved the explosinn.  The i1p tlew up.

Sdy 45

/8/ ‘1lllam K. Clark,
/t; 41lliam K. Clark,
Sgt, 1138051,

Sutscrited and svorn to before me thly 16th day of March 1945,

Sokarl,

. SUKARL,

1st Lt, Alr Corps,
Trial Judre Advocate.

y‘:ﬂ.ﬂ CuoPY.

Wos EA
walis. *W. LAY
Major, Alr Cor

norgy &




RESIKICTED

"My name 1s, Sabino M. alvarado, Spt, 37575953, T fumb oa, 453th
Bomb Gp (i, I aa tle “npineer and richi walst gunnar, on Lieutanant i, i.
Brown's crew. un 14 iarch 1945, at G9CO hours, 1 wes In t.e waist part of
a B24 #118, pettin~ ready for s mis=lon wa were to fly that morning. I
was gettine my oxyren mesk 2nd he t rendy, when I hearu soms hullets
penetrating throuch the rear Yorkt bay, causine a “lash " a sudden tuzz.
There were saeveral chips arouné ue and I couldn't tell whore tha bullets
came from. At this time, 5rt /. K. Clark, andé Sgt 3: Turner were with me 1
in the shirv They nre meuhars of crev. nen, we left tne sialp, notlic-
ing as soon as #ere outl of Lhe chlp gac lezking cut of the front bomb-
bay. 4nd, the roka conine out of the ton escape hatch. we ran
for eafety »nd faw m'nutes of hurnine, ths shlp ex loded. zy this
&ima we were betwsan iiancar /1 and danear 2, SroT %19r2 w3 ran 19 lanear

/a/ 3abino .. Alvarads, |
. /t/ 3abino . Alvarads, |
dut, 37575253,

Subseri®ad and sworn to hefors we this 15th Cay off dhreh 1345,

2 . SOKARL,
lst Lt, Air Corps,
Trial Judge Adv xcate.i

A TRUZ COFY.

Major, Air Corps.




"My neme 1s Lawrance Turner, 3pt, 30417981, 7-3d 't Ba, 453th Homt
Gp. I am the u-ar turret .u-ner on Lt. kULZRT A. :rU.ii's erew. un 14
Karah 1945, (7.0, I was in tie walst of a B24 No., 119, ttinz resdy for
a mission, we were to fly tist morninc. I was frcine the bomb bay talk-
ine to two crew memiers wien I herrd shots ané a crackins nd. “There
were three ghi:s on our loft, tut I naver saw which ship the shots came
from, tecauss I wusn't 1o k'nc in that direction. At tnis time with me
were Sgt Clark and Set salvorado in the ship; at this time we left ethe
shlp. Whan out, I saw vep run~ine under the shlp and sew smoke coming out
of top hatch. I yelled at the crew chlef to cet off the wing. He jum-ed.
He ran up to th? shin, lonked into the homb bay and sald top incendiary
bomt on fire. I told him, lat's get out fast, thst ras 1s liable to ro
up, 80 w8 r=n awey, sto- ed e couple of jJe2ps, told them to vet the fire
truck, then we watched the ship burn.

/8/ Lawrence Turmer
/t/ LAWLSECE TURNER
Sgt, 39417981.

Subscribed

d sworn to hefore me this 16th day of March.

/8/ Max M. Sokarl,

/t/ MAX M. SOKARL,
1lst Lt, Air Corps,
Trial Judpe Advocate.

A TRUE CODY.

LAVZLL,
Major, Air Corps.
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"y name i1s Arttur ‘. ve laruelle, Set, 3¢ 4 75, 7.d Sq, A%3
Gp. I am assistant cr:w £ on 118 a E=-24 in our Lquadron. <n 1#
March 1945 atou: = ‘1 ¢ 'n ront of #1 Zneine anu I was ronay to glve
Peltier a part fm -1 en~ins us the snip was to ¢0 on a mission. Salp

555 to left “orwar. of 118 ut SC yards. T-ere were ceveral airplanes
near -the suin. 1 =5 reen r¥kine on /118 1lart nd went to .sch Supply

and returned to 119, Ae T a :roached the s ip I heard a burst ef shote

and turnad aronnd to ga? wiera they came from. T. e only cun facling our

ship was the ri« t wa'st on o 55, I heard it “it the alr; lane and
turned $o0 se~ w.ere H 1t nit the u-per left front lo'nb bay.

Some cement chips my lers ns I was standinc in front of No one ensine
and the burst -1t cement hefore poine into the ship. Sgt Feltler
inspected the \n'n‘ y. <‘he three enlisted men nua rotten out, Peltier
told me the ho=l as on “'r9 and we ran to ~et a Jeep to get u fire 3
truck. 1 later s-v t'e ship ex:.lode. “

/8/ Arthur M. DeLaurells |
/t/ Arthur M. Delavrelle
Sgt, 35540735

Subscrited and sworn to bafors me this 16th day of March.

/s/ Max M. Sokarl -
At/ MAX Y. ZOKAR
lst Lt, Air Corps,
Trial Judga Advocate.

A TRUZ COTFY.

y Ay B

WAALTEZR W. Li'3lL, :

Major, Alr Corps. <
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"My name 1s Jerome J. Peltier, rank S/spt, ASN 38259423, 753d Bomb
Sq, 458 Romb Gp. I am a crewv chief on 118, a B-24, in our squadron. ON
14 March 1945 about C915 hours I was on the left wine of ship, out on
perimeter. I was workine on #1 enpine as the ship was to co on a mission.
Ship 555 was to the left forward of 118 about 50 yarde away. Altogether
there were about 4 planes in that vicinity. As I wae working I know there
were 3 enlistsed men, craw members, in the ship and the assistant crew ch
was arproachinr the ship. As I was working I heard shots, looked up and
saw a tracer buliet come from the left. Thie tracer hit the concrete
and richocheted into the bomb bay. I turned to get off the wine. As I
turned and arprached the top hatch to go through 1t, I noticed smoke coming
out of the hatch. I then turned around and slid to the back of the wing ar
and jumped off to the ground behind the wing. I then ran to the bomb bay
to inspect it. On inspectine the bomb bay noticed that 1t was on fire.
One of the inceneraries seemed to be on fire. Figuring I couldN't do any-
thing about puttine out the fire I turned and ran to try to top a jeep
that was passing to tell them to pet a fire truck. I then leﬂ. the area
and later saw the ship explode.

>
-
/8/ Jerome J. Peltier,
/%/ JZROME J. PILTI:R
8/8gt, 38259423,

Subscri-ed and wworn to before me this 16th day of March.
/8/ ax M, sexari,
/t/ MAX M. SOKARL,

1st Lt, Alr Corps,
Trial Judge Advocate.

?xéiowd. ;L, ,\

Major, Alr Co‘rpa .
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