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If further circulation of this information is made, it is important that its source should not be divulged.

No.... .0=705843 . Rank.....2@& Lte... ... Name . Paul We. Stoneburner

Date of Interview........ 13 . gep. 194k

Leon Grommersch, Rogery, Bovigny, Belgium.

Obbe Jules Bande, (Priest) Rogery, Bovigny Belgiume Belgian chaplan who had beeri
captured by the germans and releasede
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SUBJECT: 4Zvasion from Germany. "947

TO . P/W & X Det, M,I.S., G-2, ETOUSA (ATTN: Lt. ot Polt )

T
1. Enclosed herewith is & copy of the statement concerning
evasion by Lt. Paul Stoneburner and F/O Welner, referred to at
P/W Conference, Thursday, 16 Novembel, 1944, Ouher members of the
crew were not available for interrogation,

2. These officers were used to lecture the combat crews of
the 458th, 466tn and 467th Croups, 96th Combat Bomb Wing.

C)/%J/u’.«f Levron

/ LAURENCE €, GRAM,
. . . Ma jor, Air Corps,
1 Incl. Intelligence Officer.
Incl 1 - Evasion Statement

b
A
Plus y




e CONFIDENTIAI

LUBER 1941 THEROUGH
H 3OMBARTLVENT GROUP (E),

Ssven out of nine of the crew who bailed out came throuch. The crew
tziled out on the M2inz mission of September 9, beceuse of mechanical
difficultiss, There wae no flak nor enemy fichters. They marachuted west
of Frentfurt, one-half way Detween Fraankfurt and Luxembourz, on the west
side of the Rhine River. ILach made his way separately throush the Siexzfried
Line. Here are two of the stories. '
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2nd Lt, Paul Stoneburner, Pilot

T was thé last one to beil out., There was an undercast underneeth
i, 1 delayed sy jump until reaching the uvndercast, and opensd my chute
LeéPween about fplir and five thousand feet, 4s I broke throurh the undercast,
I'djdfﬂq¢336éﬁsnyone beneath, There were a lot of smell fields below,
surroundéd by hedses and barbed wire, I landed right in the middle of one.
I grebbed my chute end ran into & woods 200 yards away. Then I hid my chute
end started to welk around. 4 man rsn uwp to me, & civilian, and told me he
wes a Delgian., He acked me if I were an Americen and I told him I was, He
t0ld me thig was Germeny and nointed in the direction of Belgium, west of
us, He told me to get my chute and equipment. I ran throusgh the woods
and fields to my wiee West and chute, T vulled out my escape kit and ot
my commass, We hid the chute again, also his bike, We dodged throuszh the
woods and zlong fence rows, We avoided roads and civilians, ~-~went cross
country, At four o'clock the Belgien told me were in Belgium and took me
into & barn a bovt three quarters of & mile inside the border., A Catholic
nriest came out about an hour after thet and became convinced that w3s an
Americen. Fe had a uniforn on under his cassock. He asked me if I had aay
escave nhotos., I gave him one and he told me would bte back after dark, He
came baclk after dark with my nass all fixed up for me and took me dovm to
his house and we had supner, I was sunposed to De a university student. THen
he gave nme some clotnes, I had on my neated suit un to this time. I had
neavy underwear, a cotton scerf, and hat. I took the lining out of the pants
of my heated suit, and chenged to my 81 choes. Then the »nriest took me to
the house of the man who found me in Germeny. I slept there that nizght, Days
were snent with the priest, nishts with my Belgian friend. The day after wve
wallzed out of Germsny the Belsian went back and got my mae west and his bike.
he brought the narechute back with him in a2 gsunny sack.

Berly on the morning of the 12th I had breakfast and then they took
me throu:n some woods. The Germans were retrezting., Lnother fellow went
with e taroush the dense woods, where we hid., 4&bout 11 o'clock the Germans
came throu. n snd I could hear the tanks going through the tovn. A&bout 50
yards away on & road & few tenks went Dy. I could not see them, About 2:30
they ouit coming but they were still esround, Duringz all this time Germen snd
Anericen artillery fire went over, About 33130 our artillery came close. The
Azericans fired ebout ten or twelve shells in the woods near by, so we left
and went across the road to snother woods and then %o the house where the
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young fellow lived. They shelled the woods agein, so it was good thing we
woved, At 5:30 a youns girl ceme wo ané told us the Americans were down
in the town, So I contected en officer and arranged to go to Division
hecd@overters, The next day they took me there, I learned my lending wes
about 15 miles inside Germany, sné ingide the Siegfried Line,

o

Ynile in Germany, I steyed clesr of all roads and went cross country.
A1l T saw were civiliens vorking fields, I could hear cars going by, Dbut
could not see any and cuessed they were Germsns., 1 saw no concrete fort-

ificatlions, wire entenzlements, nor guards, I could not find out what the
Belzian was doinsg in Gerneny, At first I didn't trust the Belsian, but
finelly zot to the voint where I hed to. ‘he driest was a very well elucated
man, and snoke Hnglish., e weas & merber of o reciment esgpecially hated by
the Germsns, He seemed to heve plenty of counections, He was only two or
three Mours getting my nass fixed up as & shudent,

Cn Sentember 13 a ceptain took me back in & jeen, 2nd I talked to
some officers in the artillery and infantry and told them I saw no fort-
ifications. They seemed survprised that there were no fortifications. Then
I went vack to Bastoromne, corns headovarters, vhere I saw some-officers, An
Australian AT boy zeve us a recon car and a driver 2nd told us to go to
Faris., A lot of bridses were out and so we steysd 2% Rennes, Ikext morning
I went to Paris to 2 hotel and stered for two days, and then flew beck to
London, I wos given every consideration and the treatment was excellent.
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F/0 Sheldon Weiner, Bombardier

I oulled my rip cord et about 56000 feet., I was gbout 30 miles in
Germeny. I lended ebout ten feebt out of a woods., I grabbed my chute and
went inso the woods, I cut off my herness and ren about a mile, I stomped
at anotaner woods and chanzed shoas, toolr the lining out of my ments. I
chanzed clothinz and went another few miles snd ceme to a roand, I stayved
et another woods for the remsinder of the day and tried to sleen. Toward
even I started walling 2in, I came to enother road snd hesrd & car
couing. It was a Geruan steff car and I hid for 2 while, Loter I cerie on
to a dirt road and nassed a ferm ho where & fellow ceme out, Before I
Ynew it I ceme into the middle of a German tovan of about 40 houses, I had
to walk pnzst some men in the street, It was mretty dark and they took no
notice of me, I felt wretty shakey., 1 ate chocolate from my kit and strew-
"bervies I nicked on thie way. I travelled at nizht about three or four hours
=1 three or four hours. I cut the branches of & tree
. It zot very cold st night, On the nizht of the
e to & road and heard someone so I stayed where I wae to try
On the 12th of Seotember I saw a frrm house with a2
; : from it and I went there and sot zomething to eat., I
spoke a 1little man, Then someone come in eand snoke “ngslish, He had been
in the Germen zrmy sné deserted. He told me that Americen trucks hed been
roing by. Ve went down end got a ride, and I was teken somswhere in the
front lines on the border of Luxembours, headquerters, where I was guestioned.
I told them I hed uot seen #ay Germen soldiers.
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The Siegfried Line looked like »lain country to me. I saw only six
staff cars and six motorcycles, &A1l I heard were shells going over,

I arrived in Luzembourg on the fourth day. I walked azbout seven
miles & cday. I avoided towns completely efter the one I passsed through,
I had Helazone tablets to wurify water. The caramel tablets tasted like
paste Doard and I could not eat them, I definitely think there should be
food in the escavne kits. I suggest that some kind of rations be worked
out ag you can zet no food in Germsny, loney is of no velue unless you can
speelt Germen. ‘e were told there were two Siegfried Lines., The heavy one
ig along the Ehine., We landed between the two lines.

We zot together at Corps Headouarters, Seven members of the crew
zot out of Germeny, each on his own. One man, S5/8gt Lawrence Smith, hurt
his leg end is not here yet. %e were all helped by the underground, It is
believed that the other two members of our craw are prisoners of wer
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SUGELSTICKS:s Cerry GI shoes, long vnderwear, and 2 .45 cal. zun,

more for vrotection against German civilisns then enything else, Outer

cert of heated suit is good to wear, but if travelling on the train, would
preLer something else. What works in one case will not slweys work in
another., Use your own head., Try fo do what you think is best. As soon as
you get cown get out of the area and get as far awey as you cen., They seen
to have about Five or six trucks of Germeng to look for you wherever you
land, according to the Belgians,
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[lembers of the crew who canme back were:

TS24 Lt. Psul Stoneburner, Pilot.
24 Lt, Cherles Lewis, Co-Filot. -
2¢ Lt, John Brixius, Navigator..
T F/0 Sheldon Weiner, Bombardier, =
$/85% Jerome Jscobs, Xadio Operatsr.
S5zt John Ferraando, Waist Gunner. . \
S/Sgt lawrence Snltn Ingineer (furt leg, has not returned
to bage).

liemhers of the crew believed to be nrisoners of war are:

S¢t. Besil Olney
Sgt. Josenh Fgli
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Lourcnce 0, Gran

Major, AC

Intelligence Officer
Conbat Bomb.'e,
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RESTRICTED

1. Because disclosures of information regarding evasion from capture,
escape, detalls of imprisonment, release from internment, and repatriation have
been made, the 1lives and services of fellow soldiers and those who help them
l.ave been lost or endangered. All information which youpossess onthese subjects,
including the experiences of others as well as your own, briefings and equipment
for evasion and escape, and preparations and other activities in connection
therewlith, constitutes MILITARY INFORMATION which is classified SECRET by the
War Department. ‘

2. You will therefore disclose no information whatever, beyond the fact of
your return toduty from "missing in action" or "prisoner of war" or"internment®,
to anyone except the following military officlals:

a. The first Military Attache to whom you report;

b. An officer designated by the Commanding General of an
overseas Theatre of (Qperations;

c. The Prisoner of War Branch, MIS, Washington, D.C., the
interrogating agency designated by the A/C of &, (-2, War Depart-
ment General Staff;

d. Certain other officers holding written authority from
the 4/C of §, G-2, WDGS, to interrogate you.

0. You will particularly guard agalnst dlsclosure of SECRET information to
relatives, friends, representatives of the press and radio, and military offi-
cials, except as noted in a, b, ¢ and d above.

4. In order to protect yourself against disciplinary action, any guestion
involving publicity must be referred BY YOU PERSONALLY to the A/C of S, G-2,
WDGR, Washington, D.C.

CERTIFICALE

I certify that I have read and fully understand all of the foregoing and
the Directive of the Secretary of War, 6 Aug 43 (on the reverse side), and will
at ALL TIMES hereafter comply fully therewith.

I understand that all information concerning escape, evasion from capture,
activities and equipment in connectlion therewith, and details of lmprisonment or
release from internment, 1s SECRET and must not be disclosed to anyone except
the military officials specifically designated. I further understand that dis-
closure to any other person will make me 1iable to disciplinary action for fail-
ure to safeguard MILITARY INFORMATION.

I realize that publicity concerning my experlences, by word of mouth qgr
otherwise, will endanger the lives of many persons and theretore it is my dutj
to take all possible precautions to prevent it.

I further certify that I have receilved a copy of the foregoing.

vare (Print) STONEBURNER, PRUL W Signed.@. e I‘U N RANNEI

Rank. & u"\}\j- s A s.N,”D.".?.é.ﬁ.?‘Z:.g Dated. 7”{1 7.7.p1 ace.A.MQ’J..g‘; 1
e LEE. B0 2000 458 PG
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