REPORT ON CRITIQUE OF MISSION 24 DECEMBER 1944

SCHONECKEN GROUND SUPPORT .

1, THE CRITIQUE WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY COL. ISBELL #HO
REQUESTED LT, COL. WILLIAMSON, COMMAND PILOT OF THE LEAD SQUADRON
TO DESCRIBE BRIEFLY THE VA‘HGUS PHASES OF THE MISSION,

20T, COL. WILLIAMSON OUTLINED THE &ISSION AS FOLLOWS:

TAKE OFF:
ASSEMBLY:

ROUTE IN:

1P
BOMB RUN:
TARGET:

RALLY:
ROUTE OUT:
PEEL OFF:

3. COL.

NO COMMENT.

A GOOD CONTACT ASGEMBLY WAS MADE AND THE FORMATION
REACHED ALTITUDE ON Tl

CP "A™ WAS HIT ON TIM BUT FORMATION WAS OUT OF
POSITION IN DIVISION FéRMATION. (COL. ISBELL EXPLAINED
AS FOLLOWS: LINCOLN LEADER MADE A DOG-LEG OVER CHANNEL
TO LET BOURBON COME IN FIRST, OUR LEAD DID NOT OBSERVE
THIS WANEUVER DUE TO LOOKING INTO THE SUN, - SO OUR
GROUP CAWE IN AHEAD OF BOURBON,) OUR GROUP HIT COAST
OF CONTINENT IN SECOND POSITION BEHIND 14TH CBW,
COURSE TO |.P. WAS ALL RIGHT.

THIS WAS IDENTIFIED.

LEAD SQUADRON FAILED TO PICK UP PRIMARY TARGET.

BOMBED A CROSSROAD AND RAILROAD NORTH OF THE ASSIGNED
PRIMARY. (MAJ. BETZOLD, CA OF DEPUTY LEAD A/

STATED THAT GH FIXED BONBS AT BLUMENTHAL , ABOU‘f 22
MILES NORTH OF PRIMARY TARGET, SAV'S CONFIRM TH|S
SHOWING EXCELLENT PATTERN ON RAILROAD AND ROADS.)

THE RALLY WITH OTHER SHIPS OF THE WING WAS NORMAL .

OUR GROUP FOLLOWED THE 14TH CBW QUT.

THIS WAS ALSO NORMAL FOR VISUAL CONDITIONS.

ISBELL PROCEEDED TO INTERROGATE THE COMWAND PILOTS

OF EACH SQUADRON AND DEVELOPED THE FOLLOWING STORIES ON THE
BOWBING RESULTS:

A.

A GROUP- LOW LEFT SQ.: MAJOR LA ROCHE, CA AND THE LEAD
BOMBARDIER THOUGHT THEY HAD BOWBED THE PRIMARY TARGET
BUT HAD HIT TO ONE SIDE. éSAV 'S SHOW THAT BOMBS OF
TH1S SQUADRON LANDED IN OPEN FIELDS 2 MILES SOUTH BR
EAST OF MALMEDY, SOME 22 MILES FROM ASSIGNED MPI)

A GROUP-HIGH RIGHT SQe: LEAD BOMBARDIER STATED THAT
THEY WERE TO THE LEFT OF OTHER TWO SQUADRONS ON BOMB
RUN. THEY BOMBED THE PRINMARY TARGET BUT HIT SHORT OF
THE HIGHAAY CROSSING, SNOW CAUSED CONFUSION AND LATE
IDENTIFICATION OF THE TARGET. (NAVIGATOR OF DEPUTY
LEAD A/C STATED THAT SQUADRON BCMBED ABOUT 20 MILES
NOTH OF PRIMARY TARGET, SAV'S INDICATED THAT SQUADRON
BONMBED A SECONDARY ROAD AT HELLENTHAL, ROUGHLY 22 MILES
NORTH OF ASSIGNED TARGET.)



Ce B GROUP- LEAD SQUADRON: LEAD NAVIGATOR STATED THAT
THEY HAD RIT THE 1.P, BOMBED THE PRINARY TARGET
AND THOUGHT THAT THEY HIT IT. HOWEVER, ONLY ONE
A/C BOMBED, THE LEAD A/C. THE REST OF THE SQUADRON
DROPPED ON'THE DEPUTY LEAD A/C #HICH SALVOED ITS
BOMES #HEN HIT BY FLAK AND SOME ONE- YELLED FIRE',
TOGGELEER OF LEAD A/C OF #ING ELENMENT SAID HE COULD
SEE ONLY THE DEPUTY LEAD A/C SO DROPPED ON IT, COL.
ISBELL REITERATED THE S,0.P, THAT BOMBS MUST BE
DROPPED ON SQUADRON LEAD OR NOT AT ALL, (NO Sav'S
NERE OBTAINED FOR _THIS SQUADRON,)
D. B GROUP - LOW LEFT SQUADRON: LEAD BOMBARDIER STATED
THAT THEY HAD HIT THE 1., AND THAT THE REST OF THE
GROUP WENT OFF COURSE THERE, THERE WERE NO CHECK
POINTS IN THE SNOW, SO THEY SELECTED A TARGET OF
OPPORTUNITY, AND MADE A 8UN ON IT. JUST AT BOWBS AHAY
THE NAVIGATOR GOT A BEE FIX THAT IDENTIFIED THEIR
TARGET AS THE PRINMARY, THEY LAID A PATTERN IN CENTER
AND AEST SIDE OF TOWN, (SAV'S SHOW AN EXCELLENT
PATTERN OF BOMBS ON THE PRIMARY TARGET WITH 95% WITHIN
1000 FEET AND 100% WITHIN 2000 FEET.)
B GROUP-HIGH RIGHT SQUADRON: CAPT. QUINN, COMMAND
PILOT STATED THAT THEY HAD HIT THE TOWN OF PRUNy ABOUT
FOUR WILES NORTH WEST OF PRIMARY, THEY HAD TROUBLE
WITH CHECK POINTS, (THERE IS SOME DOUBT AS TO WHERE
THIS SQUADRON BOWMBED,)

m
.

4+ COL. ISRELL HAD SONE REMARKS TO WAKE:
Al THE GRCUP DID GET SOWE BOMBS ON THE PRIMARY TARGET
AND HE HOPE DID SOWE DAMAGE ELSEAHEE, 1T 1S ESSENTIAL
THAT EACH iISSION COUNTS, THE GROUP MUST CLICK.
B. THE TURN AT THE |.P. WAS KISSED AND EVEN THOUGH IT
WAS HARD TO GET FIXES IN THE AREA, NAVIGATORS SHOULD
BE ABLE TO D,R., CLOSER THAN THEY IBID.
C. THE TAKE OFF WAS PRETTY GOOD AND THE ASSEWBLY FAIR.
HIS RADIO IN THE P=-47 WENT OUT SO HE HAD TO WAGGLE
WINGS AT A/C.
D. LEAD SQUADRON OF B GROUP #AS FLYING.TOC HIGH DURING
ASSEMBLY, WHEN YOU GET 1000' HIGHER THAN THE PEOPLE
YOU FORM ON, YOU MUST FLY 4 4iPH GREATER |,A.S. SO
YOU CAN HAVE 10 TO 15 MPH DIFFERENCE IN |,A.S. I
ONE FORKATION,
E. A SEAL ON A VHF @AS BROKEN,
. CAPT, CLEMENTS SHOULD CHECK OUT ALL COMMAND PILOTS ON
THE USE OF THE NCW JACK BOX. COMMAND PILOTS SHOULD
WMONITOR VHE AND INTERPHONE .

-

S. CAPT. SINWES SUGGESTED THAT BOTH LEAD SQUADRONS SHOULD
BE WARSHALLED WHEN SUCH A LARGE MISSION 1S SCHEDULED. THIS 4AS
APPROVED AS A GOOD SUGCESTION,.

6. MAJOR DAVIS REQUESTED CLARIFICATION OF THE REPOSTS ON THE
A/C WHICH WAS SHOT DOWN OVER THE TARGET. IT WAS DEVELOPED THAT IT
WAS HIT AFTER BOWES AWAY AND, AT BEST, ONLY ONE °*CHUTE WAS SEEN,



e b
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7. MAJOR BETZOLD RAISED THE QUESTION WHY THE GH A/C COULD
NOT TAKE OVER THE LEAD WHEN SNOW MADE 1T NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE
TO PICK UP_CHECK POINTS, THIS WAS DISCUSSED AND COL, ISBELL §
POINTED OUT THAT IN THE NEAR FUTURE WE BOULD HAYE OUR OWN GH 7G4

8, COL. ISBELL CLOSED THE CRITIQUE BY SAYING THAT IF
EVERYBODY FOLLOWS THE S,0.P. OF TACTICAL DOCTRINE, WE WILL HIT
THE_TARGET, - THE WHOLE STORY 1S TO KNOW YOUR TARGET AND KNOW
WHAT TO LOOK FOR,

W. H, VON ELM,
CAPT, AC,
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iission # 259 24 December 1944

=y Group = 95 OBJ

Dal
ROU-?BD Cont.
SULLIVAN

™2 179X
K-21

- #9506

PISKIN 1L, S
J4 3 4499 1 2819
K-21

939G

2BD Spare

SRIEL

BuING =~ B GROUD

RGCCO RED # 4

PEARY -
TV 3 43250
5%aRK0
¢ 14574
o 25 + 6400

o7_Loft Squadron = wOR0CGO_AED # 5 5

8 AF Cont
Li_JEUNE
2 BD Spure J4 1 B

«ILBURN K-20 HQOD
J& s 140 J4 1 118




DUERS _% HANSAN _ ?

NBOCTY AFD # 6

2 BD

02003

Spare

3 3 957H Cady Z5 + S9ER 8 hF .nt.
L TN 591 _BVERGIT
: 199,
i
; EnST
SHIP N0,  BHIE  DISe SHIT §0. GALE  pisP
628K 1 . ey 3L -
6972 3 3 32 18 Hyr 2
. 8 9% 33 € 4550 33,
4, 5676 3. o lami o
8 9531 28 30 . Q1% 35
6 2065 23 ] 3% soR . 81
v 1104 32 ¥ 8w a5
& 552K 30 33 28y, a7
9 3166 ,33 9 3sow 3
. .10 2677 40 i 4z 35
48R 11 : 4L 45N 20
sev 12 2 esp . 29
6848 13 § 6400 43 Yo
sogy 14 44 5ssx 45—
954, 15 45 263 4l
57% 16 g 46, 768y . 36
409" 11 L 47 71188 ;3
€00 18 - R RS VL TR
490y 19 . Pt
5045 ° 20 ] ; 0.5 Jaan s 4%
@ 2 38 51 4013 35
N “3e3H - 40 22 :57H 52
a3 207 42 2. o0k 58 ; .
24 0GB 47 3 s96R 54 :
= 21y 43 4" l08B 55 .
26 449u 49 7 0se 56 -
£ I 42 0 190 57
939G 28 _ s 1790 58
126, 29 “e 13y 59
2988 30
Cowpositionyof 96th Combat Wing
“g" GROUP S WING - Wit GRAUP BN GRUUP
46T
L35 _ 467 : 467 467
V466 T - v _4ET__ 467~ 1 a8l
T _a66 : 5 5
T h )
SB% (NG ="BY GAOUP
458
BN GROUP 453 ¢ _4s58
® i VLt
¢ 458
; v




