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AN EIGHTH AIR FORCE LIBFRATOR STﬁT*ON ENGLAND ]
. while he was repalfing broken fuel lines Wit were shoiuerniag him with gasoline, bomb-
: ardier lst Lt, James W. Evans, of Corning, N.Y., »etently fell cut of the open bomb
bay doors without a parachute and was left dangling beneath the bomber at an altitude

of 20,000 feet on the end of a 12-foot rope thet he had tied srourd his waist mountain-
cllmber’a style.

-~ = - When his B-2 Iiberatér lurctrid

En route to a target in Burope the Llb }ad been hit by £iak, jemming the bombs in

the bomb bay so they could not he -jettisoned ani s everlng vital gasoline lines, It,
Evans, nearly blinded by the spraying gasoline ir. :ithout a parachute because.of the

.tramped quarters, stood on the narrow, sllpperx:cduwalk over the open ‘bomb bay and prlPd ' N
i 1@ bombs loose one by one.

Then he tied the rope around his weist and, while three gunners held the other end,

he stood astride the bomb bay in order to reach and repair the fuel lines. When the bomber

lurched he lost his footing and plunged through the opening below. The gunrers finally
pulled him back into the plane. _ A

T/Sgt. Allen V. Tuten, of Baxlcy, Ga., vho was helping 1t, BEvans work on the gasollne
lines, had no rope around his waist and was arown on his back across the narrow cab-
walk when the plane lurched. -

The Lib was piloted by lst Lt,, George T'. Bradley, whose wife resides at 1431 E,
Madisor St,, Springfield, Mo. He brought the tomber back to its base with the hydraulic

. system shot out and landed successfully using Lwc parachutes released from the walst
) - vwindows 'in lieu of brakes which would not lunctlon

A

. TLt. Evans is the son of Mrs Orrilla D. Evans, 140 Pearl 8t., Corning, N.Y
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