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Charles W ROOF, 2d It, 0-81022l » b5
(Rank) (ASN) - ' N.

“(Namne) gt
I g i ; - TARGET: MANHEIM
12 Missions | £ : . MIAs . 25 April 194
(Number of Mission?) T AT - Arrived in UK:
: | . 31 July 1944
754 Bomb Squadron, 457 Bomb Group '
(Squadron) ’ (Group)
MEMBERS OF CREW: (Thls 1nforma'tlon checkod mth PWIB)
Offic:.al . Narrators
PILOT . ‘ , . Disposition Disposition
0-742065 1st Lt John H CQMBS, JR MIA
CO-PILOT . 0-810224  2d Lt  Charles W ROOF NARRATOR
NAVIGATOR . 0-682183 2d Lt  Eugene M HOAG RE #769
TOMBARDIIR " 0-688166 '2d Lt Charles G BIEBER MIA
RADIO CPERATOR 36435582 T/Sgt  Robert O BEHRENS - BE #770
TOP TUXEGT GUNNER - 33580391  S/Sgt  Anthony B McKEON E&E #771
B:LL TURKET GUNNER 37314739 $/Sgt  Clayton L MILLER MIA
| WAIST GUNNER ' 32557920 5/Sgt Hafry L TAMBOER ' ©MIA
WAIST GUNNER ' 18119298 T/Sgt  Joe WAGNER MIA
TAIL GUNMER 32745523 S/Sgt  Richard O McCARTHY MIA

Were you Wow.mdéd. .



Sgt MCKFON:

“Mrerr I loft the ship BEHREN

s A
LﬁA ilmL4ﬁlni_xaad¥‘__l—wae—euﬁ around 18000 feet and delayed my jump dowmn to
/a‘{\ F"m
> 2000 feet or thirty seeonds-eff the grourd . ?hece4mnL4mwpchuie_abaxe_bui_naar.me«
- for
I landed in a ha‘rdb sm_ng and was knocked breathless/a fow secdnds. dut-then-
I stuffed my chute under some brush and raked leaves over it. I saw two chutes
landing in the distance and started in that direction but there was s wood between
Z ws., I sxxgm changed my direction as two more came down nearer and ran into
.
)
“&fnﬁﬁ,$'Lt ROOF who wag hopping toward the wood with a broken ankle. T helped him hide

\p W Yo 6)/r’, /Q/ch rr 8o weoad
tﬁ”ﬁ his chute and then supported him eneugh—%e—gé£—tﬁbe~the—wee&#eayi—sn~h&d&ngv

i 37"!&&_[ an
) We made splints for his foot out’ ofnftrlps cut from a me west, end-er-dinary-

—

-sttoks. He had his shoes which we had taken from his chute harness before

hiding it.
whe

A dog found our hidhhg place and brought a young Frenchman, wXkR “bo—ug.  Ha

wouldn't give us help but directed us to a place and left. We started thsre but
)" :U

7

v Lt ROOF EmntRnkkxmxika couldn't make it, e went back into hiding, After dark I

S

«eQbi went qut looking for help but could not find a house. We were near a road bui
i rather than get‘lost from Lt Rsmx ROOf I waited until the next morning. I was
afraid to get out on the road go I went toward the fields where we had entered
the wood. Euxnnxmmnxxsxxxpiﬂmxmgx 1 smemaked up close to watch three men who were
2 plowing. They were poorly dressed, mmixxxk and akmxaxExzamkdmkkxzmsk because I
1§Y was too desperate to go much further without help I approached them. They
&lggh listened to my explanation about being an American airman and havirg an injured
comrade-with me and then talked it over., I hid in the brush while one went off

across the fields. I had.decided to trust them and waited until he cawme back,

bringing food. This men went with me to Lt ROOF who could understand Freich
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4

better,then I. ’'he man said he would come back to see us later in the dsy.

He brought with—rsm more food and a new helper who stold us to stay

hidden in the wood that nighﬁ. During the rest of the day we were visited by

many Frenchmen who had heard about us.

The following day we had more visitors and by the end of the day they
bcnfov\

“LAlaA
had‘yg@h.gg£ a path to our hiding place., Once when “m%talking to a large

rooarxafxRxareknen crewd a Frenchman rushed up in great excitement and

indicated we should hide. The crowd melted away and we crawled into the brush

but nothing hsppeneds One men told us to stay in the wood another night and

we would be moved the next day. He told us that he knew Lt HOAG)so we fealt

we had gotten id the right hands at last. Bumx

Our journey was arranged when this man returned the rext day to take us

out of the wood. Later I joined Lt HOAG.

APPENDIX B:

&'
b.
C,

d.

ST DIZIERMRTfi51

,A @/@i( = fhﬂﬁfz&

French source states that 4-track railway bridge o¥er rosad and canal at
SERMAIZE les B. ( AARNE ) is mined. L PSS
French source states that fields W of ST VRAIN,were* being mined as possible
protection to ST DIZIER,
Prench source noted much surveylng activity in fields MM N of ST VRAIN. At
first thoyght to %e for alrfield but nothing hsppened.

wa.s bombed week befors 25 April and during thet week the
Germans moved to ORCONTE, then came back to ST DIZIER. A German officers’
querters was hit during this reid. ST DIZIXR was raided again around 2 May
and this time it took two weeks to repair. After that night fighters were
active around this field, moving in andbut, between 0200 hours and 0400 hours
every morning. Aircraft here were Me 110s, Ju 88s and Me 109s. @@&*C) :
Around the 6th or 9th MAY the RAF bombed the CHAMP DE TIR DE ! MAILLY, A large
tank encampment was hit and French stated 180 tanks and 8,000, 000 liters of
gasohine were destroyed. Also that theye were 15,000 oanaaltles. Meny tanks
had been moved out before the raid but two weeks after the raid bodies were
still being found in the debris. o™
Ra Hvaders, when travelligg from ¥ITRY-le-FRANCOIS .to PARIS counted 9 engines
destroyed in one railway yards and 13 engines in amother. WHarshalling yards
E and S of PARIS had been badly damaged. The tops were burned from most of
the cars but the undercarriasges were often not Rmm damaged.
Bvaders noticed heavy troop movements through SHRALZE les B. durlng the nmonth
of April.
Evaders saw: Tlger t%nks travell}ng through the streets of PARIS. (25 M&y]
One km S of JONZEAC,on W siie of train tracks evaders saw excavations where
caves had been dug 1nto rock. The caves were under heavy guard and French

police were stationed at ém cor érs of a surrounding wood. o -)
gltﬁea

Evaders saw the 1ron-?od er arrangsment described in apovendix B A f)
E & E Rgport no. &6l . They locate it as being S of LABOUMEYREL """
Evaders noticed many road blocks and tank traps on-road between BORDFAUX and

DAX.

‘Fvaders aaw approxlmatgly 100 He 177s land at MERIGNAC airfield on 25 May. This

field, according to French, can handle o \tran51t aircraft,



L% Roof':

ify story is exactly the same as Sgt MzK MCKEON (E&E no 771).

Appendlx B:
Evader had no military 1nformatlon to add to that given in E&E report no. 771.

APPendix D:
1. 1 used all the escape aids while hiding in the woods for 2 days and when
crosging the Pyrenees later.
2. 1 used all the Furse contents sxcept the hacksaw and gave my aomay to helpers
3. I had an extra compass.
4. I used one ofi my sscape photos fgr, an identity card.
. 5 I heard lectures at my Group by [&s and evaders. These lectures were very
helpful. I-weudd suggost teo—evededs-that they—make—wp a personal kit,
of-their-own, containgng toothbrush, razor, etc., weu/e de wilebul
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, TOP SECRET =
WA B&E C:LSUALT‘_( QQ"STIONNAIR@
RM "
/tCW 9~/YD/.7' e ryyi ; ;)M/u//\ 37 /9L
© (Name) (Rank) _ (4SN) /(DL ko)
HEYH 2o T : ﬁb
- (Um.t) (™ : fyg
o _ 5
Date, time and a t
: rprox:.ma e location of plane crash or 1and:|.ng.
i?/".z" \/6 l’5J8 ',‘ZJ /’(.;‘“M,J}Z, t(}/uw '?* p/\-l&&!r 1L g™ VI—I“,Q/’
: Naturc and extent of damage to planc ahe '
Was it on fire, ote? - TR ballca out. F. T e et ,«.7'3;.]
]0 ,,/y, P éwvrj:’ W M . 2 o A o Ak “/’ o s Lt i
coa Ao I e r*’J f‘f*U’.l; Q £ "is; L W,.'m' o, L2 e /~4/ e
# ‘,,,, 5 s bﬁv // N ///

ALY TR
At azapromma‘é’ely what &l titude did source bail out?

""7 /}"414_&

/\jere eny of the crew 1nJured or killed before the plane croshed?

.IWhat mem'bers of the crew beiled out? Did their parachutes open? o : 2¢ :
; _‘. ' i 'f._ﬂ..,'___ ;_‘v-- LA ,( u-‘.;({ }:‘-_,r Y, ; Mil* )/, '_.| ‘ ( Pt , F{? - l_,f ¥ ~‘ v -t (' ?’ "[“'\-hafw

iy i, P faARr " P :
Dia, tho ﬁlgnc explodo on Striki 81'0 b {? V»fz Ln ﬂ U\cwsq)
/}'/' —4(" ALt ~7‘{‘ t

Did sourco 8ec any other membcrs of the crow dead or alive aftor

reacmng the g;*ound? 1
/'l,.}! v’ -rr-..-HL" ,rr%r.x » ..’L(_/l. L

‘I')ld he receive any information fram others as to whether any othcr

membors of the crew wore dead or alive? If so give detailed furnishod

by his informent and whother the other crew members wore identifiod by

- name- or otherwise,

4 . e,
i, ﬁ-ﬂv Aead el o~ ft’ L L~ 7/ AR !} w"eh - ”»w» i gt o
& 0/ : : P
)uﬂwi./ .

Did source exsmine the wrec:kage of tho plene? If 80, vhat was its
conditions? :

“hgr

If the plane crashed in water how far was the plane from land and what means

was source rescured and what life rafts, wrechage, ctec.,, remzined on the
' _surface that would have assisted other personnel to keep afloads

What is source's op:.nion a8 to the fate of the other crcw members -ond his

reason for his ‘opinion? : 5 Rt

%wm&m M\.‘{‘—'ﬁd"-e Aw‘lrf»/‘"'ﬁ 2 fly AL "Wl{ G 2 7“ % '1"0’4’."”%’/ oo
e ’U"Lrwé% A Cgpo gt 1«4 »Vr% »iéfm, —»Z— A %/ﬁf—'a . :
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RESTRICTED

1. Because disclosures of-information regarding evasion from capture,
escape, detalls of imprisonment, release, from internment, and repafriation have
been made, the lives and services of fellow soldlers and those who help them
Lave beenlost or endangered. All information which youpossess on these subjects,
including the experiences of others as well as your own, briefings and equipment
for evasion and escape, and preparations and other activities in connection
therewith, constitutes MILITARY INFORMATION which is classifled SECRET by the
War Department. ~-

2. You will therefore disclose no information whatever, beyond the fact of
your return toduty from "missing in action” or "prisoner of war" or"internment",
to anyone except the following military officials:

a. The first Military Attache to whom you report;

b. An officer designated by the Commanding General of an
oversesas Theatre of QOperations;

c. The Prisoner of War Branch, MIS, Washington, D.C., the
Interrogating agency designated by the A/C of S, (-2, War Depart-
ment General Staff;

d. Certain other officers Lholding written authority from
the A/C ot &, (-2, WDGS, to interrogate you.
$. You will particularly guard against disclosure of SECRET information to
relatives, friends, representatives of the press and radio, and military oftl-
clals, except as noted in a, b, ¢ and d above.

4. In order to protect yourself ageinst disciplinary actlon, any question
involving publicity must be referred BY YOU PERSONALLY to the a/C of. S, (-2,
WDGS, washington, D.C.

CERTIFICATE

I certify that I have read and fully understand all of the foregoing and
the NDirective of the Secretary of War, 6 Aug 43 (on the reverse side), and will
at ALL TIMES hereafter comply fully therewith.

I understand that all information concerning escape, evasion from capture,
activities and equipment in connection therewith, and details of imprisonment or
release trom internment, 1s SECRET and must not be disclosed to anyone except
the military officlals specifically designated. I further understand that dis-
closure to any other person will make me liable to disciplinary action for fall-
ure to safeguard MILITARY INFORMATION.

I realize that publicity concerning my experiences, by word of mouth qr
otherwise, will endanger the lives of many persons and theretore 1t is my dut}
to take all possible precautions to prevent it.

I further certify that I have received a copy of the foregoing.

Name (Print) CHAKL.ESP ﬁﬁ({F Signedww’ﬂ—z

aank§;.2.’§’.Q.4/.T'.......A s 0 [18d2y  aiears ".’;‘..;.‘..Place.. RALTAR

5N

Lnit.&/......cf.o...f.‘?..#b?.g..B.O.MG.ﬂ Witness.l. ) O\L\.EZ\) R TN P

)
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N e S S it LT | S NP LT

>

DATE: 2 Eugmist 1944

TO WHOW LT MAY OONOERI:

I; . JULIUS B, SPENGER, lat Lt., AG, 0-811460

':HEREBY CERTIFY that T have known and have been associsted with

CHARLES W. ROGF, 2nd L., AC, 0-81.0224
:prior to his being reported.misgeing in action over enemy territory.

‘The person whost 'signature and right thumb print appear hercon is the individual

i '

Al
b

- referred. to above,

e

-RIGHT THUMB PRINT:

S R NG RS

The individual whose signature snd right thumb print appear hereon

hag been identified to the satisfection of this office as

SPECIAL AGENT, Cel.0

Y




