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- 9 missions
Robert Y BEHRENS, T/Sgt, 36435582 - 12 missions
Anthony B McKEON, S/Sgt, 33580391 - 11 missions

(Nene)

(Rank)

- (48N)

s
754 Bomb Squadron, 4$8 Bomb Group

Ml

(Date)

{
LRGET; MANPH%\A

25 April 1944

(Squadron) (Group) Arrived in UK:
2, June 1944
MEMBERS OF CREW: (This information checked with oWiD)
Official Norrators
: Disposition Disposition
PLLOT 0-74,2065 1st Lt John H CaMBS, JR MIA
CO-PILUT 0-810224 2d Lt Charles W ROOF IN NEUTRAL COUNTRY
NAVTGLTOR 0-682183 2d Lt  Eugene M HOAG RARRAT CR
BOMBAFDIER 0-688166 24 Lt “harles G BIEBER MIA
RADIC UPERATOR 36435582 T/Sgt  Robert O BEHRENS NARRATOR
TOP TURRET GUNNER 33580391 S/Sgt  Anthony B McKEON NARRATOR
BALL TURRET GUNNER 37314739 S/sgt  Clayton L MILLER MIA
WAIST GUNNER 32557920 S/Sgt  Harry L TAMBOER MEA
WAIST GUNNER 18119298 T/Sgt  Joe WAGNER MIA
TATL GUNNER 32745523 S/Sgt  Richard Y McCARTHY MIA

Were vou wounded?




LT HOAG:
When I heard the alarm bell-I opened the nose turret, put on my diute

and went out the nose wheel door at 6000 feet with the bombardier {BIEBAR) behind

\ \ me. readyvto jump., I delayed my jump to avoid the sireraft which was in a flat
/ BEXR ‘
'\/‘ th ‘\? 2 spin andpuiled the ripecord around 500 feet. It opened @round 250 feet and in a
/D burning

i)

matter of. seconds I .was-on- the-ground, not more.than. 30-feet-from. our. mxmskmd

plane.
- I had left the plane without shoes so immediately I put on my GI shoes
Qx’fﬁieh were attached to the chute harness. Over JO Frenchmen had errived at the

scene and were there when I threw the chute, mae west and flying equipment on

the burning plane.

Franchmenlnthe cwd led me x.mxmcxbmxm to thelr home
in the small village to get civilian clothes and then we walked to a wood on the
NS gide of the tbxfmuaway from the pla'.ne.“ They hid me in the brush with inst:x uct:n.ons
K‘“@Q & to wait until they came back for me. In the evening they took me back to their
house for more food. A Frenchman was —waiting for me when-we-arrived and after I

; had eaten we_got on bicycles . and I was .taken to a house where my journey was

arranged. Several days later I was joined by SGTS BEIRENS and MCKEON.

Sgt BEHRENS:
Kagore -Puring -a fighter attack I- felt the-plane lurch into a steep climb and

when I saw ._th_e,_o%—pith,lea.ving_.his_ seat_m I grabbed my chute and opened the bombbay

doors. I—think-thetoptupret—gmner and copitot—went—out—=roud 22,000 feet
buat—afterthes the plane wasin a flat spln and I couldn't jump until around
£ 18, 000 foot. I held my jump down to 8000 feet. A-fl't—er—mgc_n.am;e._o.penad-l_aw_u:o
' veh-a%es-oﬁ—“b}m-;g&'e;md—md—oﬁe-d.nst‘a-a—%- ExexmExR oY

I landed in an open field near a wood. There were farmers all around working

%
by

in the fields and when-I- gathered up my ®hkExsxxd -chute-and ran -into the wood--
was
@gk)’i. .. one of them followed. He took the chute, asked mm if I weme an American/and told

¥ .
sx([/ me to stay there until he brought food. When he returned we waked along the -



the wood's edge,xd keeping out of'sight. I wag hidden agabn in another wood
(el /

and told to wait untili evening. Inis tlm%/wnen my helper returned he had a
man with who also brought clothing. I was given a note in English that ﬁﬁkeé

me to follow this man. From there my journey was arranged. Three days later

I joined Lt HOAG.

Sgrt MCKEON:
“rerr I loft the ship BiEK:

*M¢p?e the-pilot ready. —L-wmas—eus around 18000 feet and delayed my jump down to
A ™ From -
a 2000 feet or thirty seconds-eff the ground. There was—one-chute abavae but -near mee
, - for
I landed in a hard swing and was lnocked breathlesg?a few sccdndis. But-thean-

I stuffed my chute under some brush and raked leaves over it. I saw two diutes
landing in the distance and started in that direction,but there was a wood between

: us. I gkxgm changed my.direction as two more came down nearer and ran into

’/',‘

<";
w&§§ﬁ;y:§ Lt ROOF who was hopping toward the wood with a broken amkle. I helped him hide

WO So @ Prdem Nlace ¢ e vood.,
rﬁfﬁ his chute and then supported him 9ﬁeHgh—%G—@ﬁA;ﬂimﬁ*%hﬁ‘W&Gdr&Hd—iﬁ»hidingv
N 5‘7‘!6&} &

hY We made splints for his foot ouu ofﬂgtrlps cut from a me west.aﬁé—a&diﬂ&ry-

—

-stitoks. He had his shoes which we had taken from his chute harness before
hiding it.
whe

A dog found our hidamg place and brought a young Frenchman, WXER bo—ug.  Ha.—
wouldn't give us help but directed us to a place and left. Wg started thsre but
Lt ROOF mmwkdwkixwks couldnt make iiuég went back into hiding. After dark I
nﬁiﬁu went out looking for help but could not find a houss. We were near a road but
rather than get lost from Lt Ramx ROOf I waited until the next morning. I was
afraid to get out on the road so I went toward the fields where we had entered
the wood. PrxspxEmxmraxpiawingx I sesmaked up close to watch three men who were
plowing. They were poorly dressed, mmiyxakx and xkmasxIxmamksrkkxxmmk because I
;S' was too desperate to go much further without help I epproached them. They
'Q: listened to my explanation about being an American airman and havirg an injured

comrade with me and then talked it over. I hid in the brush while one went off

across the fields. I had decided to trust them and waited until he came back,

bringing food. This man went with me to Lt ROOF who could understand Freich



UK

”[\‘of? X
5 O

betﬁer.than I. The man said he would come back to see us later in the day .
He brought with—rim more food and a new helper who stold us to stay
hidden in the wood that nigh’c;. During the rest of the day we were visited by
many Frenchmen who had heard about us.
The following day we had more visitoré and by the end of +the day they

b caten LA,
had wea#n gg’ﬁ_a path to our hiding place. Once when we, telking to a lerge

n crewd & Frenchman rushed up in grest excitement and
indicated we should hide. The crowd melted away and we crawled into the brush
but nothing heppened., One man told us to stay in the wood another night and
we would be moved the next day. He told us that he knew Lt HOAC—/so we Telt
we had gotten if the right nands at last. Bemx

Our journey was arranged when this man returned the mxt day to take us

out of the wood. Later I joined Lt HOAG.

/_’[ 4)/\‘4 ( — /}Y\Gfﬂzﬂ
APPENDIX B:
a., TFrench source states that 4-track railway bridge ofer road and canal at
SERMAIZE les B. ( AATNE ) is mined. LB

b. French source states that fields W of ST VRAIN,were: being mined as possible
protection to ST DIZIER.

e. French source noted much surveylng activity in fields M¥ N of ST VRAIN. At
first thoyght to %e for airfield but nothing hsappened.

d. ST DIZIERMITFIBid was Bombod weok before 25 April and during that week the
Germeans moved to ORCONTE, then came back to ST DIZIER., A Germen officers’
querters was hit during this raid, ST DIZI-R was raided again around 2 Hay
and this time it took two weeks to repair. After that night fighters were
active around this field, moving in and{out, between 0200 hours and 0400 hours
every morning. Alrcraft here were Me 1l0s, Ju 88s and ie 109s. AN :

e. Around the 6th or 9th MAY the RAF bombed the CHAMP DE TIR DE fT_AILLY‘. A large

' tank encampment was hit and French stated 130 tanks and 8,000, 000 liters of
gagohine were destroyed. Also that theye were 15,000 c,aaaaltles. Many tanks
had been moved out before the raid but two weeks after the raid bodies were
still being found in the debris. gt

f. XRa Evaders, when travelligg from VITRY-—le-FAANCOIS S0 PARIS counted 9 engines
destroyed in one railway yards and 13 engines :.n another. Marshalling yards
E and S of PARIS had been badly damaged. The tops were burned from most of
the cars but the undercarriages were of'ten not dZmm damaged.

g. IBvaders noticed heavy troop movements through SHRMAIZE les B. during the month
of April.

h. Bvaders saw Tiger tanks travell)mg through the streets of PARIS. (25 Yay )

CrArBatE T

i. One km S of JONZEAC,on W side of train tracks evaders saw excavations where

caves had been dug into rock, The caves were under heavy guard and French
police were stationed at ém rs of a surrounding wood. LN
j, Evaders saw the iron-rod bﬁ%‘?er arrangement described in apuvendix ‘3, 3 .\)
E & B Rgoort no. & J6Y . They locate it as being S of LABOUNEYREL ™'~ ~
k. Evaders noticed many road blocks and tank traps on road between BORDIAUX and
DAX.

1. GBvaders saw approximately 100 He l77s land at MERIGNAC airfield on 25 May. This
field, according to French, can handle on{transit aircraft.



&Ql Lo N o = \\
‘m. French stated that two of three powder plants at MISRIGNAC had been destroyed.
Fvaders did not know wheth.r by air raid or sabotage. '
n. Between ANGOULEME and BORDFEAUX evaders counted 8 or 9 powerlhouses for- the
- electric rail lines. -Most of the powel;/houses loozced new,

Appendix-Brmyy
XX Lt Hoag:

le I used:-all the,‘Qontents of my aids box at different stages of my ‘tl‘lp Most o
1t I saved for the mountains because I hadn't needed it earller. The, adhesive
taps peevented my dogtags from rattling. -

2. T had a REIYpurse and used the money for- gu:t.des “and food. F

Z.F fcarrledv-é«‘p&ssport, photos -and -used-one-for-an-identity card.

&. I had evasion lectures in the States and at Group and found them val uable.

Sgt. Bel']ngns, ' :

I saved most of the contents of my aids box to use when cross:m\r the ¥PYRENZRS,

"I had a RBU purse. Tee-momny, 1200 francsy wel used to pay guides. * The—

I-earried an extra-compass, ; -

I used one of the six escape photos I had with me.

I was lectured periodically at HORSHAM ST FALTH ren—eix

the lectures were not needed.

Sgt AZ%EON """

1. T used the chocolate bar, milk tube, halaz ne tablets and water bottle while
~ -hiding- in-the-woods. --I-save the benzadrine- and —Horlicks tablets for the

y PYRENEES, The water bottle was not very satisfactory.

I carried a RRD purgse. I spent the mommy for food and guides and used the

- maps of PFrance whemxkX during -my first few days in Prance,

I had two extra compasses.

I had 9 escape photos and used onée for an identity card.

The lectures I had on evasion in the States and at Group were very valuable.

I-suggest -to -ovaders-that- they carry-al-lithe -escape equipment possible and that-
during wmissions they try always to know where they are in case they are
shot down,

In my case
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AG 383.6 Hq ETOUSA ™M9..octaber 9L
SUBJECT; Safeguanding of PAT Information,
V) ' Personnel concémed.

1, Tt is tne duty of all Americans to safeguard information which might,
~ither directly or indireotly, be ugeful to the enemy.

<¢ It is an‘offense; carrying heavy penalties, to publish or to communicate
Lo any wzauthonzed person any information which might be useful to the enemys

7> Information about your escape or your eveaion from capture would be useful
\», the enemy and o danger to your f’mends. It is ¢t .ufore SECRET,

' a; You must therefore not disclose, except to the flrst Military Attache
to whom you report, .or to an officer designated by the ‘Commanding General of
the Theeter of Operations:

1) The names of those who helped you.

The method by which you oscaped or cvaded,

3) The route you followed,

L) Any other facts concerning your experience,
b__'. You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
S You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers,
periodicsls or in broadcasts or in lectures,
2. - You must give no information to anyone, irrespcctive of nationality, in
letters or in comversation, except -as speclf'lcally directed in Par, La,
-8, No lectures or reporta are to be given to any unit without the peymission
of the War or Navy Department,

By command of Lieutenant Gencral EISENHOWER

(sizned) RALPH PULSIFER,
Colonel, AGD, Aeett.-Adj, Gor, ——

CERTITICATE
T have read the above and certify that I will comply with it,

I undorstend that any information concerning my escepe or evasion from
“capture is SECRET and must not be disclosed tn anyone other than the American
‘ilitaxy Attache to whom I first report, or an officer designated by the
jommanding General of the Theater of Operations. I understend that dis-
“slosure to anyone else will meke me liable to disci~’’'rary action,

rrd

/.-

| ’:Jame(Pr-_i.nt)_Elw_ G20 eL.M' .117/0 P /.;f Signed é‘é&/gff‘/o@ /// //’2'7?7',
Ranle ...;«x,xé{ z,ﬁs..N_ 0 -4 QQQ/ s Date ///f //'5/ ’[r ,«\‘ /
it 458 Bom h 6o I5 Sz i U | &\ §

b, 8. Mil, Lia,
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Where did you lmd?
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CWhat was your pe
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COMFIDENTIAL

| [
EEADQUARTERS —7 /7
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS vl B
UNITED STATES aRMY £ N

OFFICE OF THE A.C. OF S., G-2

DATE: _ 25 June 1944

TO WHOM IT MAY COMNCLRN:

I, ROBERT H. HINCKLEY, JR., Capt., AC, O=24889
hereby certify that I heve lknown and have been associated with
EUGENE M. HOAG, 2nd Lt., AC, 0-682183

iesing i ti 5 . OREP
prior to his being reported/nlaqln in sction over enemy territory 233

The person whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon is the individual

referred to above,

1

A / s o
Ldj;f&7ﬂ4~ /427,r/%2}z£z7

RIGHT TIiUMB PRINT:

The individual whose siznature and right thumb print appear hereon

has been identified to the satisfaction of this office as EUGENE M. HOAG,

2nd Lte, AO, Ow682183 (754 Bomb Squedron = 458 Bimb Group)

gia_sing in_setion over enemy territory. &@5//

L ¢ i

JOHN E. PARI; ﬁf.:@?;m AGENT, C,I.C. =

previously reported




RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 48) OB-S-B-M K1LS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
) 6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amendea Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations:;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

1. Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in
a nentral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

2. Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or
communicate either direetly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly responsible for all statements
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

3. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape, evasion or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of
operations.  In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4. Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations.

5, Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive whiech super-
xedes letter, AG 3883.8 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in C tion with E d Prisoners of War
and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ J. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information.about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.

2. a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C, of 8., G-2, W, D.
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
b You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press. )
c You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadcasts or in lectures.
o You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in lettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par. 4.
@ No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corr ding or ization in the

theater.

GERTIFIGATE

I have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

1 understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of S., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action.

Name (Print) _Eebﬂll.&./y!.f/l?.a?. _____________________
Rank L. //7(157 Ci psn O-Lue/E3
o 4STBG I5YS

AG P BR HQ SOS 2-4u4/2M/22472
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